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That Winchell Socko by Jolson 
Behind Columnist’s $500,000 Suit 


——— + 


Walter Winchell is asking John 
Law to get evens for him on Al 
Jolson, Out in Hollywood the other 
eve while in a prize fight stadium 
Jolson slipped Winchell a socko on 
the conko. So the peasants in the 
ringside seats might know it was 
no amateur affair, Jolson socked 


Winchell again and then some more. 
Now in New York, Winchell wants 
$500,000 for the socks. 

Just what was damaged by Al in 
giving Walter the wallop hasn't 
come out yet. Only threé things 
could have been hurt. Walter's 
conk, his feelings or his reputation. 
Kither one of these things in New 
York is seldom appraised at $500,- 
000, especially with a guy who 
thinks nothing of reputations in his 
daily column. 

It’s sort of well known that 
Winchell loves money. And $500,- 
000 wouldn't be bad, even for a col- 
umnist with an gxpense account. 

3ut Jolson doesn’t think Winchell 
really wants the money, so he isn’t 
annoying himself over the suit. 


Jolson’s idea is that Winchell got 
#0 much publicity out of being 
socked that he thinks he can keep 
it up with a suit for sugar. Some 
of the publicity Winchell received 
was in the form of editorials, most 
of the _ editorials, speaking of 
Winchell generally, seemed to apol- 
ogize because Jolson only socked 
him. It might have been that 
Winchell’s clipping bureau sent him 
some of these editorials and he is 
saving them to show the judge how 
his rep was dented. 


Not a Gag 


When Jolson got the summons 
from Winchell he thought it was a 
gag and left the paper out in the 
hall. The next morning Jolson went 
out of his way to tell Louie 
Schwartz of the Nathan Burkan le- 
gal office that Winchell was trying 
to ease a half million out of him 
but that Schwartz shouldn't take it 
seriously enough to cost Jolson an 
attorney’s bill besides. 


Jolson couldn't remember who 
the lawyers were on the paper on 
the floor, but they retrieved the 
Summons and found out that Ar- 
thur Driscoll, of O’Brien, Driscoll 
and Raftery, is now as always, 
Winchell’s attorney. As Driscoll is 
quite well known around the Square 
for having given Winchell good ad- 
vice in the past, it is accepted that 


ae must have insisted on this 
sult, 


It's barely possible, of course, as 
with all damage actions, that 
Winchell wishes to list the $500,000 
@S an assest, to swell his present 
worth. It isn’t subject to income 
tax until collected, so that’s another 
big worry off of Winchell’s mind. 

Jolson’s first night on the air for 





The Flag Stuff 





With NRA, the flag business 
commercially and patriotically 
has been given its biggest 
boost since the World War. 

If it isn’t the NRA banner 
that’s being rapidly hoisted 
atop flag posts all over the 
country, it’s the Stars and 
Stripes, or both. 

Looks almost, like the dis- 
covery of a new country. 


INDIE AGENT'S 
NEW LOW IN 
GYPPERY 


A Broadway boy with a petty 
larceny mind is under Federal in- 
vestigation for allegedly paying off 
acts in counterfeit money. It’s a 
brand new gyp booking twist in a 
business that’s supposed to have run 
out of new ones long ago. 

He books five one-niters in the 
sticks and takes the acts over the 
jumps in his car. The payoff is at 
conclusion of the last date and the 
acts don't know until they get home 
that mixed up with the real money 
is some phoney scratch. The bad 
money usually amounts to about 
30% of the total. 

According to information gleaned 
by Federal investigators, who ex- 
pect to make a pinch any time now, 
the booker buys his trick coin for 
$35 the $100. 


UNPATRIOTIC TO PAY 
| FOR MEALS, OVERTIME 


It is unpatriotic for employers to 
pay for employees’ meals if they 
work overtime. This is the inter- 
pretation of Universal in a memo- 


randum to home office department 
heads in which the author, C. B. 
Paine, treasurer, observes: 

‘Effective Aug. 7, there will be no 
supper money nor remuneration for 
overtime. If our employees remain 
overtime and put in vouchers for 
supper money, it will defeat the 
purpose of the Prasident’s agree- 
ment so far as this organization is 
concerned.’ 

As for employees who can’t get 




















their work done in the 40 hours pre- 
scribed by the Blue Eagle, the U 
treasurer has nothing to say except 


to direct office heads: 





his return Thursday (3) had 
Winchell in the script, mentioning 
kidding congratulatory wires. Jol- 
son didn’t care much for the stuff 
about Winchell, but it was a last 
minute suggestion of the ad agency. 


‘Please consult with me 





THE DUMBEST ARE 
THE CHUMPIEST 


Se 


Swindling Auditions Re- 
placing Film Tests—Tal- 
ent Now on Air—Con- 
vincer for Victims 


—— —— 


1 IN 500 CHANCE 





Along with the surge of network 
business for fall has come a revival 
of some of the radio rackets which 
died when the depresh caught up 
with broadcasting. Judging from 
the stories, the chiselers are not 
wanting for chumps. 


Recent weeks has found the 
schools of radio technique ressur- 
recting themselves in bunches. 
Some make it a atrictly teaching 
proposition and attach no promises. 
These are in the minority. Num- 
bered among the operators of such 
schools are ex-vaude performers of 
minor repute and invariably of not 
a modicum of mike experience, 
vocal teachers, and lads who once 
practiced high pressure stock sell- 
ing. 

Into this field the investment ex- 
ponents have brought the literature 
phase of their former stock selling 
methods, Printed are elaborate 
brochures describing the stellar 
flight of figures in the ether con- 


(Continued on page 39) 


BILLING 6 STRIPPERS; 
MEN ARE STAGE WAITS 


Six girls will get a billing break 
on the Empire wheel this season 
for Ann Corio build-ups all over 
the circuit. With the route run- 
ning about 10 weeks, I H. Herk 
figures the six women selected can 
be played over the wheel about 
three times during the season, and 
on the third trip possibly draw 
some business. 

Next to salaries, billing has been 
the scarcest thing around for bur- 
lesque players of either sex in the 
past few years. It has been the 
policy of all managers, wheel and 
stock, to keep the names of the 
people a secret. 

Herk figures a return to the old 
billing policy may bring some ex- 
tra business, at little or no cost to 
the wheel or houses. As burlesque 
now sells women only, they will get 
the benefit of the billing splurge, 
with the men continuing to be stage 
waits between strips. And the six 
girls picked will all be strippers. 

The only peopre billed generally 
in burlesque in the past three or 
four seasons have been two peel- 








ers, Corio and Hinda Wassau. As 
a result they have been the only 
players to personally attract any 
kind of business anywhere in that 
time. 





Cause and Effect 





John D. Rockefeller is re- 
ported playing a better game 
of golf. 

Story is that every time he’s 
on a tee and starts to think of 
Radio City he smacks the ball 
twice as hard as before. 


NAZIS THREAT 
TO BLACKLIST 
EXPATRIATES 


Newest Nazi move is a threat of 
blacklisting to artists, directors, et 
al., who have left Germany within 
the past few years and won't re- 
turn now. Several ex-Germanites 
in New York and Hollywood have 
received official threat letters from, 
Berlin and understood that similar 
messages have gone out to all refu- 
gees in Paris, Prague and Vienna. 

German government has officially 
asked these expatriates (except 
those of Jewish faith) to come back 
and take their part in the German 


film biz of today, no matter what 
their current tieups are elsewhere. 
Unless accepting the offer within a 
period of three months, they are 
told, the German government will 
place them on a special blacklist, 
revoke their citizenship and never 
allow them to return to Germany. 

Understanding that the thing has 
gone to all stars and directors in 
Hollywood who have been imported 
within the past few years, as well 
as recent refugees. 


15 KIDS FOR U FILM, 
STARTING AT $40 PER 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 
Universal is seeking court ap- 
proval on contracts with 15 juves, 


all minors, assembled as U’s Junior 
Stock Company. 

Tickets start youngsters off at 
$40 per week on optional termers. 























10c Speaks 


Newest thing in Greenwich Vil- 


lage is 10c speakeasies. Two of them 





in existence there, everything at a 
dime a drink. | 

Only drinks obtainable in both | 
places are wine and grappa. But a 
choice of either red or white vino. | 


New Racket for Money from Theatres 
Legal in N.J.—Informer Splits 50-50 


Newark, Aug. 7. 

A legitimate and so far unbeat- 
able racket has been = started 
against the theatres in New Jersey. 
Unless the chains get a smart law- 
yer on the job there is no teHing 
how most theatres can be saved 
from being mulcted. An old and 
apparently forgotten law has been 
dug up which allows an informer 
to sue for a specified amount in 
gambling cases. If the gambling is 
shown to have existed the inform- 
er and the county share the amount 
sought. . 

In case of theatres the use of 
giveaways is the point of attack. 
As these are generally given to the 
person holding the winning num- 
ber, this is counted as a lottery 
and so is gambling. The informer 
does not have to participate in the 
lottery so that the whole thing is 
wide open for any one wishing to 
try the racket. There are few 
houses that haven’t gone for give- 
aways at some time or other. 


The latest money scheme was 
first tried in Dover, where a man 
won a verdict of $2,000 from a 
small house. At present so far as 
is known there are suits against 
Warners’ Montauk and Skouras’s 
Terminal. Against the Terminal 
(Skouras Theatre Corporation), 
Harry Scharago, said to have won 
the case in Dover, is bringing suit 
for $8,000 charging four lotteries 
held June 6, June 20, June 27, and 
July 4, asking $2,000 in each case. 
If he wins he stands to get $4,000 
and Essex County the same. His 
lawyer is Samuel L. Rothard. It 
is the first case of the kind known 
in the Essex Common Pleas. 


HEFTY DAME GAG SUIT 
FOR PLENTY SUGAR 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 


A line put into ‘Hollywood on 
Parade,’ such as ‘if you want to 
please the customers, cut out these 
hefty dames,’ caused Erika Lowe, 
Meriam Burke, Bettie Craig and 
Opal Webber, to file a $600,000 joint 
damage suit against Paramount 
and Louis Lewyn, preducer. 

Lewyn asserts the girls gave 
their consent to be photographed 
and that the pictures were not 
‘stolen’ as the girls allege. Lewyn 
claimed each of the girls weighed 
around 400 pounds and were mem- 
bers of an act known as the ‘Eight 
Pink Elepbants’ playing locally for 
several months, 


The Jimmy Walkers Due 


Jimmy Walker and Betty Comp- 
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ton intend to reach New York in 
September. 

Nature of the visit is understood 
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During Patsy Bowman's Week on Her 


Toes, She's Lucky to Grab a Cab Ride 


—_——____. 


Tf you’re going to be a ballet 
@ancer and lead the tough life pre- 
sent day picture houses have carved 
out for toe stars, you’ve got to just 
about let the rest of the world go by 
and be satisfied with romance on 
the fly. Take that from Patricia 
Bowman. She should know—and 
how! The premiere danseuse at the 
Radio City Music Hall gave an idea 
of how little time she has to herself, 
even- for sleep. There could be no 
argument. And no code. After ad. 
mitting that about all the time for 
romance there was coming via oc- 
casional lunch dates or a little en- 
tertaining in his suite baikstage at 
the Music Hall, it was time.for feel- 
ing sorry for Patricia and ballerinas. 

Patsy, as she’s known around the 
Hall, has to get up as early as 6:30 
a. m. on opening ‘days. She’s must 
at the theatre by 8.a. m. and in her 
costume, freshened up and ready 
It’s all very exciting anyhow, adds 
Miss Bowman. 

No Time Out 

Opening day rehearsals last to 
11:30, then the four Music Ha!l 
stage shows daily start - coming, 
coming along. After the first per- 
formance there’s a meeting with‘ 
Roxy. Suggestions or changes are 
discussed. No time for a lemonade 
between first and second ‘turnovers. 
Dinner between the .second and. 
third performances, There’s not 

(Continued on page 38) 


LOOKS LIKE GABLE IS 
HOOKED IN OPP JOAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Despite Clark Gable’s successive 
vacash, tonsil and appendix opera- 
tions, and his reported dodging of 
the lead in ‘Dancing Lady,’ Metro 
is still determined to have him op- 
posite Joan Crawford. 

Unable to get a satisfactory sub 1 
for Gable, studio will stall the pro- 
duction. Robert Z. Leonard, di- 
rector, will make the musical se- 
quences for the next three weeks, 
pending Gable’s full recovery. 

Pic, already six weeks in work, 
is figured to cost over $700;000. 


Dave (Ba-Ba-Bee) Hutton’s 
Short Ribs His. Ex-Aimee 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 
Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) scored a 
scoop on the David Hutton one-reel 
talker-musical, ‘My Side of the 
Story,’ by booking it for a simul- 
taneous showing with the arrival 
here from Europe of Aimee Semple 
McPherson, from whom Hutton is 
seeking a _ divorce. Short was 
played up over the two regular 
house features, and was widely ad- 
vertised in the downtown sector. 
One-reeler has Hutton warbling a 
few ballads, with most of his gags 
in reference to the evangelist. 
































of her first articles. 
page ‘to Connie’s story is a yarn on 
Joan Bennett, 
Will Joan Avoid It?’ 





Glazer Ordered to Rest 


Hollywood. Aug. 7. 


On advice of his doctors, Barney 
Glazer will take a three months’ 
vacation in Europe. Sharon Lynne 
(Mrs. Glazer) will accompany him. 
They are leaving around Sept. 15. 


Par supervisor has done seven 
pictures in 13 month3. 


PIC MAG STORY 
NEW BURN T0 
BENNETT 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
.Continuing her rampage against 











newspapers.and magazines printing 
stories she considers libelous ‘to her, 
Constance Bennett is threatening to 
file suit against ‘Screen Book’ for an 
article on her and her sister, Joan. 
It appears in the fan magazine’s 
September issue. 


Actress has notified her attorney, 


Nathan Burkan, in New York, she 
objects to certain passages in the 
article, headed ‘Divorce! 
Facing It?’ 
Henry de la Falaise in spite because } 
of a feud with Gloria Swanson. 


Is Connie 
It asserts she married 


Miss Bennett last week filed sep- 


arate suits for $250,000 each against 
the N. Y. 
‘Daily Express,’ 
Burkan. 


‘Mirror’ and the London 
through Attorney 


One of Her First 
‘Screen Book” article was written 


by a youngster, Virginia Sinclaire, 
23-year-old sister of Elizabeth Yea- 
man, picture columnist for the Hol- 


It was one 
On opposite 


ywood ‘Citizen-News.’ 


headed: ‘Divorce! 


Elder Miss’ Bennett’s attempt to 


fight back at chatterers through the 
courts is arousing comment in Hol- 
lywood. 
except the chatterers, is that printed 
matter on picture people has been 
going too far lately, and to a point 
where malicious gossip and rumors 
are being printed for truths. 


Opinion among everyone, 


Some of the chatterers have 


reined in a little as a result, and 
are being more careful of what they 
write in their stories. 
bearing down 
more caution on part of their cor- 
respondents. 


Rackets Again to Fore 


Editors are 
also by asking for 





In Two Warner Scripts 


Burbank, Aug. 7. 
off rackets for 





After laying 


~. |a while, Warners are back to expos- 


ing the undercover stuff again. 
Two stories in preparation, ‘Col- 
lege Coach,’ and ‘The Shakedown’ 
are figured to blow the lid off on 
the subsidizing of college football 
players and the traffic in fake pat- 
ent medicines, respectively. 

‘Coach’ promises to bring into 
films the inside of building a star 
team, and other angles the colleges 
aren't anxious to have told. Manny 
Seff is on the script. 

‘Shakedown,’ an original by Niven 
Bush, is being’ prepared by Rian 
James and Robert N. Lee. It shows 
a phase of the drug store business 
not connected with soda jerking. 





LeRoy for ‘Teen’ 


Hal LeRoy, of musical comedy, is 
due west Oct. 1 to do ‘Haro!d Teen’ 
for Warners. Patricia Ellis will be 
opposite. 

M,. S. Bentham office arranged. It 
has also placed Charles Richman in 
‘Take a Chance,’ being filmed at the 
Par Long Island studio. 





Ethel Merman at Par 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Ethel Merman has a Paramount 
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contract. 
First spot is in ‘We're Setting 
Pretty.’ It’s a musical. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


Claude La Belle of the San Fran- 
cisco “News” .said, “The one and 
‘only Will Mahoney is at the War- 
field this week and who cares about 
anything else when he is on the 
bill? Mahoney is one of our most 
expert comedians. . His tricks aré 


all. personal — not ' ‘warmed-over 
petty larceny’ from other acts. Be 
sure to, sée this comic. He _ will 


| have you in hysterics,” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 


Roosevelt Hotel 
Hollywood, Cal. 


Hi-Litin’ the Strike 


SUNDAY (30) | 
Harry ‘Brigaerts, local | head of 
the IBEW, refused to enter into any 
strike mediation suggested _by the 
Academy. : 
Brigaerts served an ultimatum on 
IATSE local 37, warning it that ‘if 
it did not desist from supporting the 
Sound Technicians and thereby at- 
tempt to drive the IBEW out of 
sound, the latter would move in on 
37’s vacated jobs as lamp operators. 
Understood that members of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners, who have had juris- 
dictional dispute with 37 regarding 
grips and riggers, are taking those 
jobs in studios. 
General H. S. Johnson, natignal 
recovery administrator, refused to 
enter the controversy in replying to 
the IATSE request. that. studios 
should be prohibited from display- 
ing NRA emblems. 
IATSE mass meeting leaders had 
all members sign letters sent to 
William Green, president of the A. 
F. L., requesting him to settle juris- 
dictional feud in favor of IATSE. 

MONDAY (31) 
Academy, rebuffed in its media- 
tion attempt made a new proposal— 
to appoint a fact-finding committee 
to hear ail three sides and then re- 
lease findings. 
IATSE consented to give its ver- 
sion. Producers met and decided to 
present a brief outlining their posi- 
tion. IBEW refused to answer 
Academy. 
Norman DeVol, member of the 
Cameramen’s union and out of work 
for many months, committed sui- 
cide, Just before his death, he said 
that he had been offered a job but 
couldn’t bring himself to desert his 
union. 
At the daily IATSE meeting, 
Richard J. Green declared that the 
producers were trying to smash the 
IATSE because it was becoming too 
powerful. 
Studios reported they were work- 
ing efficiently but having trouble in 
labs. 
Cameramen’s union reported re- 
turn of two members who had de- 
serted and had been working at 
Metro. 











TUESDAY (1) 
Studios reported working and 
starting new productions. 
IATSE gave its version of the 
strike to the Academy’s committee. 
Committee considered the pro- 
ducers’ brief stating their side. 
Cameramen’s union took a half- 
page ad in Hollywood ‘Citizen’ as a 
tribute to Norman DeVol. 


WEDNESDAY (2) 


Studios reported companies oper- 
ating smoothly and two new pro- 
ductions started. 

William Green, president of the 
A. F. L., sent a telegram to the IA 
here, saying that he would confer 
with IBEW heads in the east and 
urge them to ‘take immediate action 
and be helpful in every possible 
way.’ 

Harry Brigaerts appeared before 
the Academy fact-finders and gave 
the IBEW version of the fracas. 

Edward H. Fitzgerald, local Fed- 
eral conciliator for the Department 
of Labor, sent his report regarding 
the strike to Washington and will 
do nothing more until he receives 
instructions from the east. 


Thursday (3) 


Studios reported smooth opera- 
tion, but laboratory inefficiency re- 





sponsible for retakes on several 


— 


Sylvia Sidney Consults Doctors 





Informs Par in New York to That Effect— 
Studio Wires Her It’s Okay 








Tex’s Net Means Plenty 





Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Texas Guinan is in the’ Zanuck- 
Winchell picture .for Century at 
$2,500, met, weekly, for as many 
weeks as she works. 

That ‘net’ includes hotel as well 
as r.r. expenses from and to and, 
in addition, is, outside her agency 
commission (Bentham) for_the en- 
gagement. 

Original intention was to cast 
someone to impersonate Tex, with 
final decision’ to enroll the orig- 
inal. She starts this week. 


2) CAMERAMAN 
TO SUICIDE 


lod 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Richard Wade, 29, Métro cumera- 
man, killed himself by shooting 
Sunday at his Culver City home. 
Wade is the second cameraman 
to commit suicide since the start 
ef studio strike two weeks ago. 
Normal Devol was the first, lav- 
ing -killed .himself.July 31. ...Wade 
assigned .no reason for his act. 
Survived by wife and daugh<er. 


CAREWE'S REMARRIAGE 
FOR CREDITORS’ GOOD 


George. Gardner,. trustee for the 
bankrupt estate of Edwin Carewe, 
has filed a petition here, seeking 
to have money and property as- 
signed to the director’s wife, Mary 
Aiken Carewe, during a temporary 
estrangement, revert to the benefit 
of creditors. 

Carewe made a property settle- 
ment of $125,000 upon his wife 
prior to a divorce secured in Mex- 
ico in May of 1928, according to the 
petition. On June 15, 1929 a recon- 
ciliation was. affected and Edwin 
Carewe and Mary Aiken Carewe 
were remarried. 

Gardner, the trustee in bank- 
ruptcy, contends that this remar- 
riage invalidated the previous 
property settlement, 














Diving Champ in Chorus 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Aileen Riggin, diving champion 
and swimmer, has one of the chorus 
girl jobs in Sam Goldwyn’s “Roman 
Scandals.’ 

Girl rehearsed three days with the 
chorus before anyone knew about 
her. 








days’ work previously done by two 
companies. 

Norman De Vol funeral held at 
Covina with cameraman’s union in 
charge of arrangements. 

Academy fact-finders mull IATSE, 
IBEW and producers’ stories re- 
garding strike. 

Harry Brigaerts, for the IBEW, 
asked the producers for a meeting 
to discuss signing an agreement be- 
tween the two bodies whereby the 
union would take over jurisdiction 
of all electrical work, including 
sound, in the studios. Would take 
all men who return to their work 
into the IBEW. This would include 
soundmen, lamp operators and lab 
men handling electrical devices. 
Wages would be the same as were 
in effect July 8 and would not go 
below the IBEW minimum of $8.25 
a day. 

Pat Casey called a meeting of the 
Producers for Friday to discuss pro- 
posed agreement with Brigaerts. 

At the nightly IATSE mass meet- 
ing, Richard J. Green declared that 
if the unions lost the strike, he 
would quit his post as international 
representative. No more meetings 
scheduled until Monday (7) night. 

IATSE said it would ignore the 
IBEW bid to the producers for the 
jobs vacated by the strikers. 

Friday (4) 

Producers met and appointed a 
committee to consult with Harry J. 
Brigaerts of the IBEW. 

IATSE began production on a 
short kidding the producers’ side of 
the labor dispute. 

Studios reported unhampered pro- 





duction, 


Sylvia Sidney Saturday (5) jn. 
formed Paramount's legal depart. 
ment in New York that she was 
undergoing a thorough examination 
that day by New York doctors who 
would decide whether she was jus- 
tified in the recuperative period she 
determined on in walking out of 
Hollyweod and the Par studio. 

Believing that Miss Sidney re- 
alizes she is now on the defense, 
home office Par sources are confi- 
dent she w:ll not arbitrarily sail for 
a European vacation, as reported. 
At Par in New York no known word 
has been received that Miss Sidney 
was actually planning to sail for 
Paris Saturday (5). 





Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Emanuel Cohen today (Monday) 
wired actress. who. postponed sail- 
ing Saturday stating French. ver-. 
sion Chevalier picture would not be 
completed before August 28, and 
that if her condition were improved 
by then she could return and go 
into picture with indications studio 
wiHing to forgive all. 

Sudden walkout of Sylvia Sidney 
from Paramount’s ‘The Way to 
Love’ has caused a lot of inter- 
changing of statements, wires and 
letters. So far nothing definite has 
developed as to the player’s return 
to the studio or her suspension from 
Par’s contract list. 

Academy went’ haywire on the 
walkout. when the executive come 
mittee of the actors’ branch wired 
Miss Sidney, asking that she return 
and do the picture and not violate 
the tradition of actors by walking 
out.on a production, 

Lawrence Grant, member of the 
Academy’s board of directors, feel- 
ing that the committee had over- 
stepped itself, dispatched a-.wire to 
Miss. Sidney stating he did. not 
know whether she was_right or 
wrong but in his position as that 
of an Academy official he wished 
to dissociate himself from . the 
earlier telegrams. He stated that 
the actors’ branch wire sent on 

(Continued on page 43) 


PRINCESS’ HUSBAND RAN 
AWAY—$50,000 GONE 


San Francisco, Aug. 7. 

Mrs, Alice Kamokila Campbell, 
wealthy Hawaiian “heiress, member 
of the royal island family, divorced 
wife of Maxwell Sherritt, local in- 
vestment broker; and operator of 
her own little theatre on Bush 
street, is up in court versus her ex- 
hubby. 

At various times, she testifies, 
she gave Sherritt some $300,000 for 
investment. Now, she claims, she 
hasn’t the husband and hasn’t all 
ef the money, and wants to know 
what he did with about $50,000. 

The Hawaiian princess’ theatre is 
three months old. She took over 
an'old church on Bush street and 
spent a sizeable chunk of money 
to convert it into a showhouse with 
her apartments overhead. 

It’s called Kamokila and is dedi- 
cated to the discovery of unknown 
performers who've been found by 
Mrs. Campbell and her aide, Mrs. 
Jackie Wilbur. 


SAILINGS» 


Aug. 26 (New York to London) 
Buster Shaver (Berengaria). 
Aug. 23 (San Francisco to Mel- 











bourne) Stuart and Lash (Mon- 
terey). 

August 17 (Los Angeles to Shang- 
hai), Brock and Thompson 
(Selandia). 

August 12 (Seattle to Shanghai), 
De Ceciletos, Dorothy lLocklan 
(Selandia). 


August 10. (New York to South- 
ampton) Jane Murfin (Europa). 

Aug. 10 (Nice to New York) Frank 
Scully, Skippy and Alice Sec ully 
(Rex). 

Aug. 9 (Paris to New York) Irv- 
ing Mills (Ile de France). 

Aug. 7 (New York to Riviera) Mr. 
and Mrs. Roger Wolfe Kahn (C Yonti 
di Savoie). 

Aug. 5 
Dennis King, 
garia). 

Aug. 5 (New York to Paris) Isabel 
Patterson, Tess Gardell (Champ- 
lain). 

Aug. 4 (New 
Eugene Ormandy 


London) 
(Beren- 


(New York to 
Jackie Held 


York to London) 
(Olympic). 
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COAST STRIKE REPORTS 





Jurisdiction Clash Between IBEW 


And IATSE Mav Give the Electrical 
Workers Control Over Boothmen 





Future of the International Alli- 
ance, one of the strongest unions in 
the American Federation of Labor, 
hangs dangerously in the balance 
as. a result of the Coast studio walk- 
out and the possibility that it may 
give the Electrical Workers juris- 
diction not only over electricians 
employed in the studios but in all 


of show business, including theatres. 
Long sought, but with the A. F. of 
L. so far having sidestepped the 
matter, some predictions are that 
the powerful Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers has a good chance 
of winning out, now that the issue 
is being forced. 

For at least three years. the 
IBEW has been trying to super- 
sede the IATSE. Aim of the elec- 
trical union goes further than stage 
and studio electrical men, accord- 
ing to inside, with jurisdiction de- 
sired over booths as well. One of 
the contentions of the IBEW, when 
sound came in, was that its union 
was entitied to jurisdiction over 
the installation of sound equipment 
and its operation, 

Such a victory for the IBEW 
would virtually mean the breaking 
of the back of the IATSE, making 
it one of the smallest of the Fed- 
eration internationals. Looking for- 
ward to the day when jurisdiction 
would come its way, the IBEW for 
three years has been carrying a 
membership of 1,400 electricians 
who hold motion picture operator 
licenses. 

IBEW 2d Strongest Union 

The second strongest unior in the 
A. F. of L., Electrical Workers’ 
power would be greatly increased 
by anything it could wrest from the 
IA, whether only stage-studio elec- 
tricians or booths were obtained. 
Either way it would leave a large 
dent in the strength of the IA. Ex- 
erting its every power to get into 
show business, the IBEW may find 


(Continued ‘on page 42) 


SAYS AGENTS DEGRADED 
HIM—HITS CONTRACT 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 


Complaining that he has been 
‘degraded in the eyes of the motion 
picture world’ because his services 
were offered to studios at half 
his earning capacity by the Edward 
Small Company, Preston Foster 
has filed a plea in L. A. Municipal 
court asking that the agency be 
prevented from representing him. 

The Edward Davidow, Inc., of 
New York, is included as defendant 
in the action because this agency 
assigned its original contract with 
the actor to the Small outfit. Fos- 
ter claims he never recognized -the 
latter company as his agents. 

He wants the contract with the 
Davidow agency rescinded. 


Aimee Offered Chance 
To Talk Back at Dave 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Domestic discord between Aimee 
Semple McPherson and her divorce- 
seeking husband, David Hutton, is 
to have further screen exploitation 
if a pending deal between the evan- 
gSelist and Bryan Foy comes off. 

Idea is to have Aimee tell her side 
of the split in answer to the Hutton 
two-reeler, made by Foy, in which 
the burlesking baritone kidded his 
wife, 











2 Legits in 1 Pix 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Judith Anderson and Janet Bee- 
cher, from legit will screen debut 
in the George Bancroft picture, 
‘Blood Money,’ for 20th Ces :ury. 
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Tantalizmg Handles 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Metro has retitled ‘Malibu’ to 
‘Sequoia,’ fearing that the fans 
would mistake the former title for 
the picture colony’s beach hideout. 

With the new title not an hour 
old, execs considered a change fig- 
uring the same fans wouldn’t know 
what the new handle meant. 


Metro, Warners Lead 
Studios in Increasing 
Special Strike Cops 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Studios have all increased their 
police departments during the past 
week. Metro jumped its force from 
48 to 140. Warners installed 70 ex- 


tra cops. All other studios built up 
their uniformed bodies, however 
none as strong as Metro and War- 
ners. 

Only trouble reported beyond in- 
timidation over the telephone, and 
some picketing, was a clash between 
Charles Rosher, union cameraman 
working at Paramount, and men 
said to be strikers. 


HOLLYWOOD SCOUTING 
FOR CHOS. GIRL TALENT 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Despite an over-abundance of 
chorus girls during the musical 
cycle of three years ago, studios 
now find it nearly impossible to re- 
cruit sufficient girls to fill out their 
lines for musical pictures. During 
the first musical cycle, practically 
every dance school in town was 
training girls for picture-line work. 
It got so bad at that time that high 
schools had to bar the wearing of 
tap shoes during school hours. 

Last week-end saw two studios, 
20th Century and Metro, advertis- 
ing in local papers for line girls. Of 
some 200 that showed up at the lat- 
ter studio, Albertina Rasch was able 
to find only eight girls with suf- 
ficient experience and looks to war- 
rant engagement. Sammy Lee, 
Busby Berkeley, LeRoy Prinz and 
Jack Haskell are going nerts try- 
ing to recruit lines for their cur- 
rent assignments. Metro is now 
advertising in San Francisco and 
Oakland papers for girls. Lou 
Brock of Radio is sending scouts 
to Texas to try and fill his line for 
‘Flying Down to Rio’. 

Since the first collapse of mu- 
sicals, about 40 dance schools have 
folded in L. A. All were holding 
out the studios as bait for pupils. 
When musicals did a nip-up, the 
schools had to fold. At present, 
there are about 15 dance schools 
with organized classes in tap and 
toe routines. Only one school, Col- 
leanette at Pasadena has an or- 
ganized ballet line. 


Green Hints Producers 
Pulling Strike Sneaks 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Flatly declaring that the pro- 
ducers are attempting to destroy the 
IATSE unions because they are be- 























coming too powerful, tichard J. 
Green made a plea for the strikers 
to present a solid front at the IA 
meeting last week. 

He stated that the studios were 
attempting by insidious propaganda 
to undermine the strikers’ morale 
and destroy their faith in the five 
locals’ business agents. 


+ 





Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Tonight (Monday) peace reigns 
in strike situation with both sides 
saying next move will follow an 
official notification from Washing- 
ton of President’s reported mora- 
torium on labor difficulties. 

Studios continue to operate at 
almost normal with _ indications 
several soundmen members of 
IATSE are deserting this interna- 
tional for the IBEW, which was 
given recognition by producers as 
only international with an exist- 
ing agreement with the producers. 

IATSE officials say they will ob- 
serve President's call to return to 
work when official word is received 
from their New York executives 
which had not come through by 
today. 

Pat Casey, for producers, says 
studios will give back work to 
those returning strikers for whom 
employment can be found. 

Only Accommodate 35% 

Unofficial estimate is that if 
strikers show willingness to return 
only about 35% of those walking 
will be accommodated, as producers 
say they will not throw out the 
men who stepped in to fill the jobs. 

No matter which way things go 
still remains question to be settled 
by New York execs of AFL as to 
jurisdiction of soundmen between 
IATSE and IBEW, Union heads 
were expecting this immediate 
question up for consideration of 
executive council meeting AFL 
scheduled for this week at Atlantic 
City, but now understood here this 
has been postponed until Septem- 
ber. 

Viewpoint now is that situation 
can never reach anything like 
alarming proportions due to juris- 
dictional fight and failure of AFL 
sanction of strike in view of in- 
ternal dissension over this question. 

Academy’s fact finding commit- 
tee that has held hearings on strike 
issue preparing reports its findings 
for publishing end of week. No 
indications how this stacks up but 
expected to be innocuous affair 
with neither side losing’ sleep 
awaiting it all. 


PAR DENIES SEARCH 
FOR FILM ALICE A GAG 


Holitywood, Aug. 7. 

Paramount annoyed that the Lon- 
don cables have Ida Lupino coming 
to Hollywood to play the name part 
in ‘Alice in Wonderland.’ Miss Lu- 
pino is coming over on a term con- 
tract for whatever roles may be as- 
signed to her. 

Search for the ideal Alice will be 
continued, with efforts hampered in 
places perhaps through the belief 
that Miss Lupino has been selected 
and that the search is just a pub- 
licity gag. 

Par insists that the hunt is on 
the level, 














Green to Green 





Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Richard J. Green, speaking 
for the IATSE, said that his 
international would ignore the 
bid of the IBEW ‘Yor the jobs 
vacated by striking IATSE 
men. 

Green stated the entire mat- 
ter was up to William Green, 
president of the A. F. L., to 
decide on jurisdiction and 
make Harry P._ Brigaerts, 
IBEW v.p. behave. 


Producers Slow in 
Trusting Rushes to 
New Lab Forces 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Fearing to entrust valuable nega- 
tive to new employees, replacing 
the strikers in laboratories, several 
companies have been holding back 
shipment to the labs of exposed 
film until seeing the outcome of 
process work on other pictures. 

At Fox, Jesse Lasky went with- 
out seeing rushes last week on 
his ‘Worst Woman in Paris.’ Pro- 
ducer, it is believed, has by now 
satisfied himself on Consolidated’s 
processing with its new staff and 
has sent takes of the picture there 
for developing. 

Sam Bischoff also held back 
miniature shots for “The Deluge’ 
until several days ago, waiting to 
see the type of work the lab could 
turn out under strike conditions. 
Other companies have also with- 
held film from processing in their 
own labs. 


OLIN HOWLAND REFUSES 
TO PLAY IN ‘MALIBU’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Metro is doing a burn at Olin 
Howland who, the studio claims, re- 
fuses to work in ‘Malibu’ after 
okaying the assignment. 

Studio threatens to take the mat- 
ter before the Academy unless the 
actor appears for work Wednesday 
(9). 


























Temper Tempest Hits Studios 





Comics Worst as 


Strike Irritants Make 


Talent and Execs Go Haywire 





Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Strike situation has brought out 
an avalanche of temperamental dis- 
plays among players and directors 
caused by petty delays and the ne- 


cessity of reshooting scenes numer- 
ous times because of inexperienced 
or inadequate help in the depart- 
ments on strike. 

There have been more flare-ups 
and walkouts during the past week 


than most studios have seen in 
years. None is serious, but all 
cause social ruptures which keep 


the cast and crews on edge until 
tempers cool down. 

All studios and pictures have been 
affected. Most studios find it nec- 
essary to cater to their artists in 
hopes that the occasional blow-ups 
will develop into nothing more than 
momentary affairs. 

Most trouble is coming from the 





players, who, after they have had a 
scene rehearsed and photographed 


their lines, go stale on the particu- 
lar sequence they are doing, and 
find it necessary to rest before re- 
suming work. 


Directors are not immune from 
the attacks, going haywire because 
they cannot get what they want. 
Studios are not riding their meggers 
on account of production being 
slow, but the meggers nevertheless 
find the delays irritating. 

Some of the boys who blow up the 
highest are the clowning comics, 
who work on a gag bit so often that 


the bit loses its punch and the 
funny fellows fall flat. Directors 
have found during the _ present 


trouble that comics are the hardest 
to handle because constant repeti- 
tion sours their gags or softens the 
punch. 

With everybody on edge, studios 
are being extremely caretul in han- 
dling the high-priced talent, fearing 
that front office intereference might 
cause ruptures which would further 





several times, finally blow up in 


set back already tardy production. 


Coast Producers F ormally Recognize 
IBEW as Representative Union 
Studios—Waiting on Moratorium 


> 





Hollywood, Aug. T. 

On Saturday (5) Pat Casey for- 
mally recognized the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(IBEW) as the representative union 
for all electrical workers in the stu- 
dios, including sound men and 
lamp operators, now affiliated with 
the IATSE. 

Statement of recognition from 
the producers followed a_ verbal 
agreement in which the producers 
acknowledged this international as 
the only remaining signatory to the 
studio basic agreement. Producers 
further agreed that salary and 
working conditions be the same as 
existed prior to the strike, which 
allows a minimum wage of $8.25 a 
day of eight hours and time and a 
half for overtime. 

Further agreed that the produ- 
cers will negotiate wage scale for 
all classifications when present 
agreement expires March 19 of next 
year. 

While producers have seemed to 
favor IBEW in the present labor 
dispute, this is the first official ver- 
dict on their side of the jurisdic- 
tional fight for supremacy between 
IATSE and IBEW in vhich the pro- 
ducers came out point blank in set- 
tling, at least in their own minds, 
which union should enjoy jurisdic- 
tion. 

No Lockout 

Following announcement of Pres- 
ident Roosevelt's moratorium, pro- 
ducers contended that they did not 
call a strike, nor did they lock out 
any employee who was willing to 
work. Therefore, they advance, 
any overtures looking toward a set- 
tlement of the present troubles 
should come from the labor ranks, 

To this IATSE replied that while 
no official word had been received 
from Washington on the President's 
ultimatum, they nevertheless stand 
willing to arbitrate. They added 
that it was their conviction that 
any impartial arbitration board 
would find a verdict in favor of the 
soundmen, 

It is their further belief that the 
producers’ agreement with Harry 
Brigaerts of IBEW on wage scale 
and working conditions for all elec- 
trical workers in the studios cannot 
be succeeded because Brigaerts rep- 
resents less than 10% of the men in 
this work. They point out that 90% 
of the men Brigaerts seeks to act 
for are on strike and refuse to ac- 
cept him as their spokesman, Fur- 
ther claimed that Brigaerts’ agree- 
ment is in violation of the estab- 
lished principle of collective bar- 
gaining. 

Brigaerts counters with the state- 
ment that IATSE is rapidly seced- 
ing to the IBEW and that around 
100 men signed Saturday (5), fol- 
lowing announcement of the pro- 
ducer-IBEW parley. 

Richard Green, of the IATSE, de- 
nounced this as a gross untruth, 


JOCK WHITNEY’S PASTEL 
MOODS’ IDEA FOR PIX 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Jock Whitney is still searching 
for a story for his first Technicolor 
picture for Radio. Socialite-pro- 
ducer has been reading yarns for the 
past two months, but has been un- 
able to locate anything that will 
lend itself to pictures. 

Meanwhile, experiments are being 
carried on in color photography 
where pastels will be used to ex- 
press the moo! of the players in a 
fashion similar to the use of mu- 
sical scores. 

Whitney deal with Radio calls for 
the studio to split 50-50 on the pro- 
duction cost of the features with 
Whitney, studio to have full say on 











story selection and casting. 
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Revolutionary Thin Metal ‘Film’ 
Practical in Lien of Celluloid 


° 


Filndom can literally wash off 
pictures when they have exhausted 
their run and stamp on the new 
season’s product each year, ac- 
cording to the industry’s scientific 
investigators’ reports of a new all- 
metal film stock. That this may 
some day replace celluloid is ad- 
mitted, but the economic situation 
in the business must be far differ- 
ent than it is currently. 

In one respect the experimental 
metai and present celluloid are 
alike, it is stated. Both have emul- 
sions which show all scratches on 
the screen. 

Too Costly Now 

In order to use metal, exhibitors 
would have to scrap their present 
projection equipment. The thin 
steel strip would reach the screen 
by means of a reflected light in- 
stead of the penetrating beam as is 
the case in celluloid. 

Millions of dollars could be saved 
the business over a period of years 
in the use of metal stock, it is be- 
lieved. Breaks in running would 
be unknown, as would a thousand 
other details now characteristic of 
celluloid. 

The steel strip has been demon- 
strated with success, so far as car- 
rying frames to the screen goes, it 
is claimed. Invention is credited in 
Sweden, and an American sales or- 
ganization is now being organized. 


Academy May Cut 
Salaries Now That 
Studio Subsidy Off 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
With the producers’ subsidy 
ended Aug. 1, Academy is now de- 
pendent on its members for financial 
support. Anticipated that employees 


will be asked to take a salary cut to 
keep the budget down. 

Academy being absorbed in the 
strike situation, further discussion 
of the producers’ agreement has 
been postponed indefinitely. All 
conciliation and writers’ adjustment 
committee hearings have been post- 
poned until this week. 

Publicity men who are associate 
members of the producers’ branch 
met Wednesday night to form a 
publicity section. Barrett Keisling 
was appointed temporary chairman, 
William Pine secretary. 


TOP SPOT IN SHORTS 
IS ‘SILLY SYMPHONY’ 


Hollywood. Aug. 7. 

Top short subject is now Walt 
Disney’s ‘Silly Symphony’ in color, 
which in the past few months has 
passed its stable mate. ‘Mickey 
Mouse,’ in sales. ‘Mickey’ for sev- 
eral years has held the top position 
mainly through its popularity with 
youngsters. ‘Symphony,’ which has 
both kid and adult appeal, caught 
up with ‘Mickey’ several weeks ago, 
and is now out in front. 

Currently, 300 prints of ‘Silly’ in 
color are being made with indica- 
tions that the next issue will go 
350. That’s said to be top for any 
short subject produced. 

















NRA FLAGS WAVING 


Nearly All Theatres on B’way in 
Times Sq. Show Emblem 








Major company theatres on 
Broadway are displaying the NRA 
banner over their tops or marquees, 
signifying the circuits’ acceptance 
of the NRA. No NRA flag was 
over the Walter Reade Mayfair, up 
to yesterday. 

Flags, as noticed, are mostly 
alike in design and color, except 
the RKO Palace. Majority of pen- 
nants have red backgrounds under 
a centered dark and superimposed 
cutout of the NRA eagle trade- 
mark. The Palace pennant has a 
white field and the trademark 
looks smaller, presenting more or 
less a pale outlook in contrast to 
the bright bunting being flung by 
the others. 





One Exhibitor Moves His 
Theatre with the Crops 


Minneapolis, Aug. 7. 
When conditions become bad in 
this territory one just packs up his 
theatre and moves it to some other 
city where the outlook is better. 
That’s what C. P. Knudsen of the 
Orpheum, Bristol, S. D., is doing. 


Crops around Bristol are burned up 
and the town is dependent upon 
nearby farmers for its business. 
The outlook being what it is, 
Knudsen has packed up all his 
equipment and shipped it and his 
seats to Watertown, 8S. D., an in- 
dustrial center, where he will install 
them in a remodeled building to be 
called the State. 


OLD ROXY TAKES 
26 OF US 36: 
RKO'S 26 FOX 


Excitement around laid to the 
RKO boys about not getting the 
Universal product has revealed that 
the ‘U’ films this coming season are 
going into the old Roxy. The 7th 
avenue house and Universal closed 
that way this season for the first 
time in two years or so, giving U 
a regular weekly Broadway show- 
ing or nearly so. The old Roxy 
will get at least 26 of the 36 films 
Universal proposes to produce. 
Apparently RKO was figuring on 
getting the Universal product also 
but never entered into negotiations 
for same on the believed premise 
that it would be there whenever 
they went after it. 

RKO’s 
Even then it was a question 
whether the Music Hall bookings 
would have left room for Universal 
pictures, as RKO already has a 
quantity supply of product for the 
coming season for Radio City. Be- 
sides 22 of the Fox program, which 
RKO is privileged to select, the 
Music Hall will have the pick of all 
the RKO films and Columbia. 
Although RKO had a deal on with 
Universal last year, none of the 
Universal product showed at the 
Music Hall. These factors may have 
impelled Universal’s willingness to 
close with the old Roxy. 
The old Roxy deal is Jimmy 
Grainger’s first big swipe in dis- 
tribution since taking over the helm 
of Universal's film selling activities. 
Harry Arthur acted for the old 
Roxy. 











SLUMMING 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Edgar Kennedy, RKO contract 
comic, going out with a vaude act. 
Ditto Edmund Lowe. 
Charlie Williams authored both 
turns. 





Always Something 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 
District theatre manager for 
a major coast circuit who has 
just won $500 in prizes in a 
circuit drive, requested that no 
publicity be given his luck. 
When it was announced he 
had profited financially in a 
previous drive, a St. Louis 
banker reminded him of an 
unpaid note. 




















NEW EPIDEMIC 
OF FILM PIRACY 


Film pirates will face jail terms 
if the major industry, alarmed over 
a marked increase in picture thiev- 
ery, is successful in a nation-wide 
campaign to get legislatures to 
amend state penal codes. 

It is estimated that almost 1% 
of all the major feature footage 


turned out in a year is being stolen. 
Picture investigators report that 
first-run product can be bought for 
as low as $50, and that $250 will 
buy the biggest roadshow before its 
general release, 

The piracy, it is believed, has dur- 
ing the past year developed into 
such a well organized racket that a 
buyer can secure any print he wants 
from a half hour to three hours 
after he has turned in his order. 
On the basis of 500 features, not 
considering shorts and others, this 
would mean about 30,000 feet of 
film do the disappearing act. How 
many prints are struck off this 
stolen footage cannot be estimated. 
As the result, the industry is find- 
ing it impossible to calculate losses 
in money. 

Market for pilfered pictures is 
largely in countries where American 
exchanges and offices are few, 
chiefly Central and South America. 
The penal code, as the industry 
would amend it, would make a pur- 
chaser, the same as the seller, liable 
to criminal prosecution. 


Studios Yes Hays 
On His Pet Peeve 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Coast producers gave their usual 
promises to Will H. Hays on the 
eve of his departure for the east, 
promising they would be good boys 
and clean up pictures. 
At a special meeting, Hays and 
the producers for five hours dis- 
cussed the matter of indecent pic- 
tures, and their effect on the b.o. 
Hays complained about obscenity 
and wise cracks of a suggestive na- 
ture, which censors throughout the 
country have been banning, and will 
continue to ban if this style of ma- 
terial continues to be made, he said. 

Although all studio chiefs yessed 
their czar, only lot known to take 
immediate action in this direction 
was Universal, where Car] Laemmle, 
Jr., notified department heads to 
eliminate anything off-side from 
future U scripts. 














Up to $50,000 NRA Increases 





Present Estimates of 


Added Costs to The- 


atre Circuits 





Within a week or so, when the 
circuits have an opportunity to ad- 
just their payrolls and conform 
their staffs and wages to the NRA 
code accepted by all five major 
chains, they will be in a position to 
tell just what it’s going to mean in 
dollars and cents on expenditures. 

Estimates now made are admit- 
edly largely guess—work, but from 
indications it appears somewhere 
between $40,000 and $50,000 weekly 
will be added to five big circuit pay- 
rolls. 

Warner Bros., including all per- 
sonel, in addition to theatres, fig- 
ures it will run about $20,000 a 
week, perhaps a little less. This in- 
cludes all departments, distribution, 
studios, etc. 

Publix guesses that it will be at 





least $10,000 a week for all its thea- 
tres, including partners who will 
report their added payroll costs, 
while with Loew’s, including the 
MGM organization, it should run 
somewhere between that and $15,- 
000. 

RKO, signing the NRA reemploy- 
ment provisions for theatres only, 
believes it will mean $4,000 more 
for the payroll to carry. 

The Skouras Bros. are calling in 
men from Fox-West Coast, Mid- 
west and Midwesco to figure out 
what NRA’s added costs will be. 
For the Skouras Theatres Corp. in 
the eastern part of the country it is 
estimated the payroll increase will 
be $3,000. About double that safely 
can be figured on for Fox-West 
Coast and the other western groups. 








Metro Holding Back Its 
Bonfils Film; Par First 


While Metro reached an under- 
standing with Par promising not to 
make a picture based on the life of 
the late F. G. Bonfils, purchase of 
the Lou Goldberg book, ‘Great I 
Am,’ Gene Fowler is going ahead 
with his story on the Denver ‘Post’ 
editor. 

Fowler originally was called in by 
Metro to do a story on Bonfils for 
screening. Writer will issue his 
novel on Bonfils under the title of 
‘Timber Line.’ 


Up to $900,000 Cost 
Now for Metro's 
4-Yr.-Old ‘March’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
‘March of Time,’ remade for 
Metro for around $150,000, still has 


many of the highlight scenes of the 
original production. The super- 
visory task of the picture was in 
the hands of Jack Cummings, who 
has headed the short department on 
the lot for several years and who 
aided Harry Rapf, its producer, in 
sticking to the picture until it be- 
came a releaseable quantity. Pic- 
ture at present time is in 10,000 
feet with possibly 2,000 coming out 
prior to release. 

Scenes that were salvaged from 
the original picture were ‘Poolroom,’ 
with Weber and Fields; ‘Rosey 
Posey,’ with Fay Templeton; ‘Four 
London Cabbies,’ with Weber and 
Fields, Willie Collier, Sr., and Bar- 
ney Fagan; ‘Lock Step,’ with the 
Dodge Sisters, and the finale. 
Added to the original cast in the 
new version are Alice Brady, 
Jackie Cooper, Madge Evans, 
Frank Morgan, Eddie Quillan and 
Russell Hardy. Picture when 
shelved four years ago is reported 
to have cost $750,000 and with the 
additional scenes will reach $900,- 
000. New stuff was made in 24 
days. 


RKO’S 52 FOR ’34 WILL 
BE ALL SELF-PRODUCED 


RKO w'll not be In the market 
this year for distribution of any 
product produced outside of its 
own realm. Accordingly, the com- 
pany will not have more than 562 
pictures as a final total. 

Negotiations of William Saal for 
distribution by RKO of a group of 
12 which Saal was planning have 
been dropped altogether. Following 
release by RKO of a couple, Saal 
is washed up this season. 

















Carminati on Screen 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Tullio Carminati goes with 20th 
Century for ‘Moulin Rouge,’ the 
Constance Bennett pic, and ‘Gallant 
Lady,’ with Ann Harding. 
Actor is being brought on from 
New York. 





Howard Green Producing 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Howard Green’s first assignment 
as a producer at Radio is an orig- 
inal sto-y by himself for Zasu Pitts 
and Pert Kelton. Green has been 
functioning on the lot for some time 
as a writer. 

Yarn will be work-out by a gag 
staff similar to the method used by 
Harold Lloyd. 





TROWBRIDGE’S NEW SPOT 


After long association with Pick- 
ford and Fairbanks as _ personal 
representative, Carroll S. Trow- 
bridge has resigned to enter the 
sales department of United Artists, 
embracing Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
Washington and Buffalo exchanges. 

Trowbridge has been in distribu- 
tion before for UA, at one time 
supervisor of exchanges under 





Hiram Abrams. 





‘ 


Radio Studio Audience Turned 
Into Theatre's Exploitation Stunt 


Washington, Aug. 7. 
Theatre managers’ bugaboo. of 
radio studio audiences at broadcasts 
on the road can be turned into ex. 
ploitation for theatre if worked 
right. Including ticket stubs from 
theatre as admission seems to be it, 


Gag was done by Loew’s Fox last 
week, using Burns and Allen. It 
was team’s first try at studio au- 
diences. Early and late chain stunts 
packed studio. 

Stunt was conceived: by local 
redio-dramatic editor. Story broke 
exclusively in ‘Daily News’. and an- 
nounced that Burns and Allen 
would stage two Wednesday night 
CBS broadcasts before first. 1,000 
patrons of Fox who mailed in stubs 
showing they had seen the pair on 
the theatre stage. Programs were 
placed in Willard Hotel studio used 
regularly by WJSV, local Columbia 
outlet. 

Three-way ballyhoo involved the- 
atre, station and paper with every- 
body happy. Signs went up in 
lobby of theatre, announcements 
flooded air and editor went to town 
on both radio and dramatic pages. 
All the bally stressed stage appear- 
ance of team at Fox. Result was 
flood of applications and a pre- 
mium on Fox stubs. Even got to 
point where people went down to 
box office and bought tickets with- 
out going ia to see show. 

Previous objection, of air adver- 
tising agency to studio audiences 
on grounds that laughter would 
spoil atmosphere of act, was over- 
come with promise of local an- 
nouncer that he would keep people 
quiet. Explanation before show of 
situation had ’em as quiet as pall 
bearers, altho things went off with 
a bang once mikes were cut off. 


KOPLAR’S RECEIVERSHIP 
SUITS DISMIST IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, Aug. 7. 

Harry C. Koplar’s receivership 
and accounting suit against the 
Skouras Bros. and the St. Louis 
Amus. Co. (W.B.), which resulted 
in a temporary receiver having been 
installed in the Missouri theatre 
territory, was thrown out today 
in the Circuit Court by Judge Ham- 
ilton. The court confirmed the ree 
port of Referee Harry C. Barker, 
whose findings in part opined that 
Koplar’s suit was seemingly brought 
to force Warner Bros. to purchase 
his stock at his price, or suffer the 
consequent loss in ligitation.’ 

Suit was filed a couple of years 
ago and a temporary receiver has 
been in office since December, 1931, 
as result of the minority stockhold- 
ers’ suit. 

In ordering both complaints dis- 
missed there is a recommendation 
that ‘the plaintiff and his interven- 
ors’ be taxed the costs. 


RKO Studio’s Stock Co. 
For Talented Chorines 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

RKO is considering using the 
chorines signed to short termers for 
the Lou Brock picture, ‘Flying 
Down to Rio,’ as underpinning for a 
stock company. These femmes are 
new to the screen and represent the 
Pick of over 1,000 interviewed and 
100 tested. 

Fifty girls have put their John 
Henrietta on the dotted line, with 
options if they click in ‘Rio.’ Studio 
is anxious to hold the outstanding 
talent because of present scarcity of 
fresh young femmes with promise. 


Radio-Sparks Set 


First film product deal of impor- 
tance closed by RKO-Radio is with 
E. J. Sparks for complete coverage 
of latter’s chain in Florida. It’s 
called a better contract all the way 
around than RKO had with Sparks 
Jast year. 

Jules Levy, RKO’s sales man- 
ager, has other large circuit deals 
in work with W. S. Butterfield, 
Famous Players Canadian, Harry 
Huffman of Colorado and the Grif- 
fith Bros. of the southwest. 
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Thalberg with Metro for 10 Pix, 
But Not on Lot—Wife with Him 








Following the picture code meet- 
ings in the east, which he will at- 
tend, Irving Thalberg will leave for 


the coast, stopping over in Chicago 
for a few days to join Nicholas M. 
Schenck before proceeding to the 
Metro lot in Culver City. 

Thalberg, it is understood, will 
form his own organization for pic- 
tures to be released through Metro, 
with the compzcny financing. Un- 
derstood also that production will 
be off the Metro lot, with a num- 
ber of new stars to be created to 
supplement Norma Shearer as the 
nucleus of the new organization. 
Figured that the producer will in 
this way make eight or 10 pictures 
per year. 

Likely that Helen Hayes might 
be starred in the Thalberg aggre- 
gation, with her husband, Charles 
McArthur in as a writer. Producer 
has been reading galley proofs of 
Anne Austin’s ‘Wicked Woman’ 
while here, and although Miss 
Hayes has been disinclined to do 
this as a Metro assignment, it is 
understood she might consent if 


‘Thalberg were to produce it. 


Understood also that Thalberg 
still has seven years to go under 
his present contract with Metro, 
which would give him a guaranteed 
income of around $500,000 yearly in 
salary, plus a percentage of profits 
on all Metro pictures. 


MAYER’S TRIP EAST ON 
THALBERG, PROBABLY 


Kansas City, Aug. 7. 
Louis Mayer, accompanied by 
Howard Strickling, Metro. studio 


publicity head, was a last minute 
addition to the film pilgrimage due 
in New York tomorrow (8). 

Also on the same train is Edwin 
Loeb, attorney for Producers Asso- 
ciation, Metro and Irving Thalberg. 

Though Mayer presumably came 
to attend the Code conference, it is 
obvious his real mission is the Thal- 
berg situation. Early Friday (4) 
Mayer had a phone argument with 
Loeb, who also is understood 
to be personal attorney for him. 
Later Mayer spoke to New York 
after which conversation he de- 
cided to come on. Not known 
whether Mayer haa cognizance of 
Loeb going east. -ifter the. Chief 
left Los Angeles, both kept to them- 
selves with Loeb remaining in his 
room, while Mayer gave no sign of 
recognition when Loeb appeared in 
the diner on Sunday for first time 
on trip. 

Mayer and Loeb were close per- 
sonal friends for many years and 
belief is Loeb has been advising 
Thalberg in a manner contrary to 
Mayer's plan for Thalberg’s future. 
Seems quite possible Loeb might be 
going to New York for the purpose 
of a showdown in favor of Thalberg 
that might lead to his leaving 
Metro. 

Joe Schenck, who was to have 
left with the party, remained in 
L. A., to leave coast by plane Sun- 
day night (6) and meet them in 
New York. Loeb is also his attorney. 
They were in conference quite a 
while before Chief left. Mayer and 
Schenck later talked alone before 
the train left. 

In addition to Joe Schenck ana 
Thalberg representing coast group 
at Code meeting, will be Ben 
Kahane, Mayer, Adolph Zukor, Dave 
Podell, his personal attorney; J. 
Theodore Reed, president of 
Academy, and Henry Herzburn, 
Paramount studio attorney, who 
was added to the party. Kahane 
and family were left on the plat- 
form in Los Angeles as the train 
pulled out suddenly. They had to 
run a quarter mile before catching 
up with it. 


Jack Cohn in Maine 

Cohn of Columbia off to 
Maine for a vacation. 

Due back towards the end of the 
week. 








Jack 





IATSE Make Strike Pic, 
Kid Casey in Blackouts 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

IATSE became producers last Fri- 
day when it was decided to make a 
short titled ‘I Won't Talk,’ kidding 
the strike and the IBEW side of the 
argument. 

Plans are to give Pat Casey all 
the credits and string together a 
flock of blackouts anent the present 
studio situation. Sets, film and 
props are donated. Picture will be 
made at the Freeman Lang studio. 


Par Trustees Hope 
Banks Will Agree 
In Film Hocking 


Suit of the Paramount Publix 
trustees, Charles D. Hilles, "Eugene 
W. Leake and Charles E. Richard- 
son, against a group of 12 banks 
to set aside creditor preferences 
under the now famed $13,000,000 
film-hocking transaction, is sched- 
uled to come up Aug. 22, 

This adjournment has been taken 
by Par rather than the defendant 
banks, who first asked for an ex- 
tention of time in which to make 
answer to the action. The banks 
have not yet put in their answer 
nor indicated whether a compro- 
mise, as at first was expected, 
might be reached. 

Between now and Aug. 22 it’s 
not improbable that some agree- 
ment may be reached with banks 
surrendering their preferences. If 
this isn’t done, Par trustees are 
almost certain to disprove the 
claim of the bank group when 
creditors file. Last date on which 
claims may be put in under the 
Par-Publix bankruptcy is Sept. 14. 

Par trustees do not seek to dis- 
prove this claim, merely wanting 
a release of the creditor preference 
since film production property of 
Paramount was turned over to 
Film Productions Corp., a separate 
subsidiary set up distinctly for the 
purpose of securing the $13,000,000 
financing. 


Sheehan Away with 
Studio Set Till Jan. 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Winfield Sheehan, en route to 
N. Y., whence he sails for London, 
Aug. 11, will not return to the Fox 
studio until October. In Paris he 
will do research work on the script 
of ‘The Life of Pasteur.” Edmund 
Burke, him, will 
work on while 














accompanying 


the screen. story 


abroad. 

On Sept. 1 Fox will have com- 
pleted all its pictures which are due 
for release before Dec. 1. On his re- 
turn Sheehan will start on ‘House of 
Connolly,’ directed by Henry King, 
with Janet Gaynor starred. A ‘Fox 
Follies,’ musical, will follow. Dave 
Butler will direct, starting in No- 
vember, and the cast will include 
Will Rogers, Janet Gaynor, Lilian 
Harvey, Winnie Shaw (new dis- 
covery), Sally Eilers, James Dunn, 


Sid Silvers, Warner Baxter and 
John Boles. 

In December, ‘David Harum,’ 
starring Will Rogers, will be Shee- 
han’s personal production, with 
James Cruze directing. January 


will see ‘World Moves On,’ a pre- 
tentious effort, going into produc- 
tion, with John Ford directing. 


NIRA GOOD-WILL 


+ 


GIRCUITS HOPE 
FOR B.0. RETURNS 


Major Chains Sign and 
Obeying—Minor Em- 
ployes Considered—Some 
Local Discretion O. K. 





MEANS THOUSANDS 





Subscription to the NIRA by the 
major theatre circuits, calling for a 
40-hour week and wage minimums 
of $12 to $15 for a large number of 
employees, is being looked upon as 
bread cast upon the waters, that 
will return via, the box office. 

Following the Warner iead, Sam 
Dembow, Jr., who signed the 
blanket code for the Publix chaia 
after sounding out all its partners, 
epitomizes the theatre man’s view- 
point in expressing himself as cer- 
tain it’s a very good investment, 
Dembow, with all the Publix part- 
ners and operators in accord, be- 
lieves that the box offices will bring 
back more ‘than theatres are forced 
to spend in conforming to the NIRA 
provisions. 

Dembow adds that in addition to 
the public good will the NIRA sign 
on a theatre will mean, the increase 
in employment by theatres contrib- 
ute toward aiding other industries 
so that these others, in turn, can aid 
the theatre through added patron- 
age. 

Operators of other major cir- 
cuits, taking in RKO, Publix, Loew’s 
and Skouras, decided to follow War- 
ner’s acceptance of the NIRA code 
temporarily at a meeting last week 
and started swamping post offices 
for the NIRA eagle emblem, ban- 
ners, etc. In some cases instruc- 
tions. were given to incorporate the 
NIRA trademark in theatre adver- 
tising. 

5-Day Week 

While all major circuits went 
quickly for the NIRA, Loew’s added 
Metro to its agreement, Nicholas 
M. Schenck signing the instrument, 
and immediately notified everyone 
of a five-day week, with Saturdays 
off, effective Saturday (5). With 
the Loew-Metro organization it 
takes in all employees, including 
home office, exchanges, theatres, etc. 

In contacting all their partners 
on the telephone concerning NIRA 
adoption for Publix, Dembow found 
all in accord but left it to most 
partners to file their own agreements 
locally with whatever exceptions 
some might want to make. In the 
south some of the partners are sign- 
ing the president’s reemployment 
agreement under NIRA but noting 
exceptions for colored help for 
whom $12 or $15 a week minimum 
would mean a large increase. 

When signing the blanket code in 
New York, all theatre union labor is 
excepted. Over the weekend plans 
were going forward for a revision 
of hours and wages, with additional 
assistant managers, cashiers, ush- 
ers, janitors, doormen and other 
help necessary under the 40-hour 
week being arranged for. 

At the home offices, it’s mostly 
clerks, office boys and lesser person- 
nel that will have to be brought 
within the NIRA provisions of a 40- 
hour week and $12 minimum in 
towns of under 200,000 population 
and $15 in those over 500,000. Man- 
agers are excepted from the 40-hour 
minimum. Their wage minimum will 
be $35. 

Part Time Off 

In many cases theatres employ 
ushers on a part-time basis. These 
will probably be raised to full time 
of 40-hours and pay in accordance. 

While it was difficult to get esti- 


| mates of how much will be added to 


circuit payrolls pending a check to 
determine just how much help will 
have to be put on, RKO sets around 
$4,000 weekly as its payrolls in- 
crease. For all the others, larger in 





number of theatres it will run more, 


EXCHANGE 





— 





Code for Biz 





National codification of all 
industry, with curtailed work- 
ing hours, is seen as a sure 
business beom for all amuse- 
ments. 

The eight hours for work, 
eight for sleep and eight hours 
for play, it is believed, will 
create new trade for theatres 
and all other amusements. 

Long summer-discussed plans 
to increase admission prices 
which have been axed in al- 
most every spot to new lows, 
will probably materialize with 
the uptrend in attendance. 


HOW MDONUGH 
FUNCTIONS 
IN RKO 


J. R. McDonough, RCA executive 
brought into RKO by M. H. Ayles- 
worth as general manager of the 
company, is concerning himself 
mostly with corporate and financial 
problems. So far his duties in that 
high post have not taken him di- 
rectly into production, distribution 
or theatre operation in any way that 
would suggest supervision of those 
branches on issuance of orders to 
persons directly in charge. 

Within RKO, most impressive 
about McDonough is that he doesn’t 
require cabinet meetings or advice 
of others to reach a decision. 

McDonough is in RKO without 
salary, same as Aylesworth. He re- 
mains on the RCA payroll as a vice 
president, while Aylesworth’s pay 
check comes from NBC, While it 
may have been believed at first that 
McDonough was coming into RKO 
to shake things up all over the com- 
pany, it is understood he was 
brought in by Aylesworth because 
latter needed someone of McDon- 
ough’s corporate-financial experi- 
ence to help him pull all the strings 
together. 

Report that Aylesworth might go 
back to NBC, leaving McDonough to 
assume full authority over RKO 
Corp. is denied on the inside. 


Indies, Well Financed, 
Boost Budget for 33-34 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Indie producers have boosted their 
33-34 budgets 100% in some in- 
stances, and are not being hampered 
by lack of funds, according to Sam 
Wolf who represents a majority of 
them. 

During the past two weeks 10 fea- 
tures and one serial have been com—- 
pleted by indies, with nine more 
productions scheduled to start with- 
in the next two weeks. 

Wolf says every indie producer 
will deliver the pix slated to be 
made this season. 























probably nearly to $10,000 for such 
a chain as Publix’s. 

teemployment agreement signed 
by the big circuits is temporary. 
pending adoption of an antusement 
industry code on which a meeting is 
being held today (Tuesday) by Sol 
Rosenblatt, deputy adminstrator. if 


any changes are made in the amuse- 


ment code, theatres will have to 
conform to that. 

Meanwhile all circuits figured 
they might as well cash in on the | 
NIRA ‘We Do Our Part’ thing, same 


as many other large employers are 





doing prior to industry codifications 





Chemical Approved Foreclosure on 
RKO Regarded as Routine Affair: 
A Lot of Money Seems Represented 


+ 


—— ———_— —- —— 


Official explanation of the fore- 
closure action which has been 
started by Chemical Bank against 
RKO, is that it’s a routine matter 
and not affecting the RKO opera- 
tions. Suit is based on a default of 
interest or something amounting to 
$1,118,500 due on extended notes of 
the $11,600,000 6% sinking fund de- 
bentures of RKO Chemical is trus- 
tee under these debentures. The 
principal amount in full or mostly 
is owned by RCA. 

Observation would thus have that 
interest default complained about 
in the Chemical suit as due to RCA 
mostly. In bringing this foreclosure 
suit, Chemical is fulfilling its duty 
as trustees and as a result would 
have its cause consolidated with the 
Alfred West suit, original RKO re- 
ceivership action. 

Debentures under which Chemical 
is suing is that amount which was 
voted by stockholders a couple of 
years ago in a reorganization of the 
company. They are secured by a 
second lien on the collateral pledged 
as security for the payment of the 
6% secured Gold Notes of the com- 
pany. 

: First Lien 

The latter notes are secured by a 
first lien on RKO. These notes were 
extended as due July 1, 1934, and 
monthly, thereafter, to and includ- 
ing Jan. 1, 1935. Of these there is 
around $1,825,208 outstanding. Thig 
is the balance of an original $6,000,- 
000 loan tendered RKO by Chemical 
and the Commercial Investment 
Trust. 

Thus the foreclosure if resulting 
on the $11,600,000 sinking fund de- 
bentures would be subject anyway 
to the first lien of the 6% secured 
gold notes. 

The collaterial which the com- 
pany had pledged as security for 
the 6% gold notes and the sink- 

(Continued on page 39) 


WASTED YEARS 
ON CONTRACTS 





Baltimore, Aug. 7. 

With the new selling season only 
a few weeks old it already begins 
to appear that the years the in- 
dustry leaders spent in formulating 
and adopting the 5-5-5 standard 
contract will be just wasted years. 
Because the 5-5-5 contract is be- 
ing treated like an orphan; it is 
being kicked around brutally, no- 
body wants it. Not even the ex- 
changes. 

Film salesmen for all the major 
companies when approaching ex- 
hibitors, in this territory at least, 
are offering them the choice of 
both type contracts, the new 5-5-5 
contract and the company’s indiv- 
idual contract, the latter having 
been in use these last three years 
since the Thacher decree in New 
York kicked out the old standard 
contract and its arbitration clause. 

It appears that distribs and ex- 
hibs are getting tired of doing 
business on the front pages of 
newspapers and in the court arena, 
and are happy to take the business 
of the industry code back into the 
exchange office and onto the busi- 
ness man’s desk. 


Sid Grauman’s Contract 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 


Sid Grauman has a new three- 
year contract from Fox West Coast 
ind Joe Schenck as managing di- 
rector of the Chinese. 

New paper calls for $500 a week 
plus one-third of all profit. 
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Dhiieed U. S. Theatre Map Has 
Distribs Dizzy Keeping Tabs on 


New Owners, 


Recvrships, Ft Al. 








In preparation for the market- 
ing of 1933-34 product, the sales 
branches of the major producer- 
distributors have a large job ahead 
of them in setting up a map of the 
theatre situation as it exists today 
following innumerable changes in 
ownership, control, operating juris- 
diction, receiverships, etc. 

After a year in which the theatre 
has been tossed around from all 
angles, with hardly anyone knowing 
how things stand now, the distribu- 
tion departments are trying to find 
out what’s what and who's boss be- 
fore offering its wares. 

Neo company wants to miss the 
best opportunities that exist on a 
changed theatre map, nor does any 
home office or local exchange want 
to get in dutch by passing up an old 
customer through a mistake. At 
present sales executives are asking 
for a clear picture of possibilities 
and theatres in each exchange zone, 
with district or branch managers 
being called into New York for that 
purpose alone at this time. 

Revrs. Vs. Old Customers 


Numerous houses remain in re- 
ceiverships and thus are not the 
best rental possibilities, Some, 
however, are old customers and the 
distribution heads want to know 
that. In other cases theatres have 
gone into either the right or wrong 
hands from the point of view of 
producer-distribs and that detail is 
desired. 

The film buying this season will 
be from new quarters and by new 
men, or from o!d-timers who during 
the past year have returned to ac- 
tive operation. In the latter caté- 
gory fall several operating partners 
of Publix who from now on will do 
their own film marketing. 

There are some _ theatres, the 
ownership or contral of which re- 
mains in doubt. Distribs want to 
find out about this, so that they 
will know just where to proceed 
and how. The amount of detail in- 
volved in getting a first-hand pic- 
ture of the country’s theatre map 
as it will size up for the 1933-34 
season means not only considerable 
overtime at the home office, but an 
exhaustive check in the field by dis- 
trict offices, exchanges and sales- 
men. 

Most of the majors are out selling 
already, but not closing up much 
business just yet. 


FOX SELLS AWAY FROM 
WB AFTER DEADLOCK 


Failing to close for its product 
in Warner theatres after preiimi- 
nary negotiations, Fox is now sell- 
ing away from this chain. Fox 
salesmen ire already out closing up 
situations in opposition to Warner. 

Fox-Warner failure to get to- 
gether on pictures may also mean 
difficulties in the setting of Warner 
pictures on a deal with the Skou- 
rases, though nothing certain in 
this direction with Warners just 
going out to sell following last 
week’s sales conventions. 


NRA NIXES SOX MONEY 


To 














Studio Gals No Longer Able 


Hitch Rides 





Hollywood, Aug 7.. 

Change in time-punching sched- 
ule for secretaries and stenogs at 
Warners and Universal studios in 
conforming to the new 40-hour NRA 
working week has resulted in taking 
“stocking money away from several 
score of the working femmes. 

During pre-NRA days the gals 
used to report at these outlying stu- 
dios around 8:30 to 9 o’clock. It was 
easy to flag down any number of ac- 
commodating motorists headed in the 
same direction at this hour. But 
when the hour of reporting in was 
changed to 10, as at present for 
many, the chances of hitching a ride 
were diminished. 

Majority of the free riders now 
pay around 90c. a week for bus 
fares. Balancing that against the 
time off, with longer time spent in 
getting to studio, makes it not so 
hot. 


' 


Par’s ‘Design’ at $2 ? 





Ernst Lubitsch picture, ‘De- 
sign for Living,’ is to be roadshown 
by Par, 


It is figured for the Criterion, 
N. Y., 2nd its first two-a-day date, 
following ‘Song ef Songs,’ tenta- 
tively set for Aug. 22. 


Publix NW in Strong 
Position, but Delaying 
Ending of Revrship 


Minneapolis, Aug. 7. 

With numerous favorable rental 
readjustments obtained, economies 
effected and undesirable theatres 
relinquished, the Publix Northwest 
circuit (Minnesota Amus. Co.), in 
receivership, is reported to be on a 
profitable operating basis now. The 
circuit is said to be in the black, 
but no move is being made yet to 
end the receivership which has been 
of five months’ duration. 

It is believed locally that Hamm 
is waiting to see what effect the 
increased costs resulting from the 
NRA blanket code (not yet adopted) 
would have on the circuit. Any 
move to end the receivership also 
likely will be postponed until after 
the circuit reopens the 4,200-seat 
Minnesota theatre here in October. 
The big house, formerly operated by 
Paramount-Publix and closed for 
nearly two years, was recently re- 
acquired by the circuit, with the 
new 10-year lease calling for pay- 
ment of 17%% of the gross and a 
minimum payment of approximately 
$1,500 a week as rental, compared 
with something like $3,500 formerly 
paid. 


A RUBEN INVOLVED IN 
ST. PAUL’S ROBBERIES 


St. Paul, Aug. 7. 

St. Paul’s theatre stickup epli- 
demic, which a few months back hit 
an all-time high of three in one 
week, may be at an end. 

Five men, four of them ex-con- 
victs, are in the local bastille await- 
ing prosecution on highway robbery 
charges in 15 recent Twin Cities 
stickups which netted over $11,000. 
Caught in the toils with the 
prison graduates is Irving Ruben, 
former Finkelstein & Ruben at- 
tache and more recently on the 
Publix payroll. Young Ruben is a 
nephew of Eddie Ruben of the de- 
funct F & R firm and is also a 
nephew of Milton Rosen, city com- 
missioner, who is expected to run 
for mayor at the next election, in 
1934, 

When one of the quintet ‘sang,’ 
Ruben, according to jail attendants, 
attempted suicide by slashing his 
wrists with a broken milk bottle. 

Local cops are trying to link the 
bandits with the Lyceum and Up- 
town robberies (latter job included 
kidnapping assistant manager Phil 
Soucy), besides several other lesser 
episodes, while Minneapolis police 
are trying to hook the group with 
the holdup and killing of a former 
employee in the Mill City Uptown 
during the week of July 13, this 
year. 

While the four ex-convicts have 
confessed to various major and 
minor robberies, Ruben maintains 
his innocence from direct participa- 
tion in the law breakings. His 
mouthpiece is trying to esta>lish 
that Ruben merely fingered the 
joints and did not actually take 
part in separating the victims from 
their lucre. 

The quintet, in the city jail for 
two weeks, is scheduled to appear 
in courtt Wednesday (9), to be 
formally charged. 


Margaret Lindsay Gets Lead 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Margaret Lindsay, presently in 
‘House of 56th Street,’ will play the 
femme lead opposite George Brent 
in Warners ‘Headquarters.’ Story 
is being prepared by Robert N. Lee 
and Pete Milne. 
Michael Curtiz will probably di- 




















rect. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Aug. 11 


Paramount—‘Three Corner- 
ed Moon’ (Par). , 


Capitol — ‘Tugboat Annie’ 
(Metro). 

Strand—‘Mary Stevens, M. 
D. (WB) (2d wk). 

Rialto—Sing, Sinner, Sing’ 
(Maj.). 

Roxy—'‘Tarzan, the Fearless’ 
(Prin). 

Music Hall — ‘Pilgrimage’ 
(Fox). 


Mayfair — ‘Faithful Heart’ 
(G-B). 





Week Aug. 16 


Paramount — ‘Big Executive’ 
(Par). 

Rialto—‘Moonlight and Pret- 
zels (U). 

Rivoli—‘Bitter Sweet’ (B. & 
D.) (16). 





$2 Pictures 
‘Song of Songs’ (Par) (Cri- 
terion) (4th wk). 
‘Power and Glory’ 
(Gaiety) (16). 


(Fox) 











WB FAVORS %, 
l5e MINIMUM 
ADMISH 


Most radical departure of War- 
ner Bros. for 1933-34 will be sale of 
pictures on percentage only. No 
flat deals at all will be accepted. 

In addition to refusing flat rental 
deals on its pictures this year, 
Warners has adopted a policy fur- 
ther aimed in part at double feat- 
uring, through making its product 
available -only to theatres charg- 
ing 15c admission or more. The 
10c minimum has been standard 
for many years, under the old 
standard exhibition agreement and 
with major distributors since then. 
Official statement in this connec- 
tion is that ‘the company is unal- 
terably opposed to double features 
and for that reason would not per- 
mit the company’s product to be 
played on that basis.’ 
‘Furthermore,’ A. W. Smith, Jr., 
has advised the Warner sales 
forces, ‘in keeping with President 
Roosevelt’s efforts to eliminate un- 
fair competition under the blanket 
code advocated by the administra- 
tion, Warner Bros. will not sell 
their product to cut-rate theatres.’ 
With the WB Chicago conven- 
tion, Major Abe Warner, Grad Sears, 
Charlie Einfeld and others returned 
to New York yesterday (Monday), 
but Andy Smith, one of the War- 
ner sales heads, and Norman Mo- 
ray, short subject chief, were in 
Toronto on a district convention 
there. 


ALLIED MAKING DOZEN 
AT $50,000 EACH 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 


Allied Pictures will make 12 fea- 
tures for ’33-34, as against 18 dur- 
ing ’32-33. With production costs 
one-third higher on all product, the 
per pic average is now around $50,- 
000. 

M. H. Hoffman, head of Allied, 
will probably be in New York this 
week to make releasing arrange- 
ments for the new product. 














Kempner to Succeed 
Louis Cohen at RKO? 


Probable that Alex Kempner will 
succéed Louis Cohen as head of the 
RKO realty division. Cohen re- 
signed, effective Sept. 1, to go into 
business for himself. 

Kempner is a former associate of 
Harold Franklin's when latter was 
with Fox. During William Fox’s 





of the real estate division. 





Barto-Mann Into Pic 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. 


Barto and Mann, from vaude, 
have been taken by 29th Cent. 
They go into ‘Keyhole’, 





regime at Fox, Kempner was head; 


ee 


Hollywood 





rinted 
ariety.’ 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulleti 
each Friday in Hollywood, and added to the regular weekly 

The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacifie Slope. 

News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 
department. 





With completion of ‘Little Women’, Paul 
MY, fom sere he will sail fork Budapest. 
- oss Lederman, former Col. director, is at Warners un t 
on Sapoetestes shorts. = m, aanngen 
Radio has loaned Clive Brook to Twentieth Century for ‘ ° 
starring Ann Harding. od pant ered 

‘Only Yesterday’ is in for a long run at U, already being a week over 
its 40-day schedule, with two or three weeks to run, 

Col. Delays ‘Fair’ 

Columbia is holding back the start of ‘World’s Fair’ until the strike 
is settled, studio being afraid trouble might develop if company should 
go on location to Chi. 

John Leroy Johnston, U's publicity director, spent a whole day show- 
ing the sights of Hollywood to Prince Jit Singh of India. At the end of 
the tour John learned the Prince believed him to be Ken Maynard. 

Universal has assigned Edmund Grainger to do an untitled political 
story now being belabored by Edward North and James Gow. 

Sam Hardy has closed a deal to act in one picture, which British 
International starts in England Aug. 26. Robert Milton will meg. 

Paul Kelly and Dorothy Mackaye are en route by auto from New York. 
Appears that Ed Lowry, m.c. at State, who made a test for WB last 
week, will wind up on the payroll. Termer being negotiated. 

Radio has purchased ‘Age of Innocence’ by Edith Wharton, for Kath- 
arine Hepburn. Production not scheduled until next spring. 

Jane Murfin is on her way to London to join her husband, Donald 
Crisp, for a European tour. 

Joe Traub doing the final comedy construction on ‘Joe Palooka’, which 
Reliance puts into production this week. 

Gary Cooper will leave Paramount when his contract terminates Dec. 
31. After eight years, player is listening to offers from two other 


studios, 
Universal will produce ‘Kid Gloves’ next, in place of ‘Return of Frank- 
enstein’, slated for the fall. Kurt Newman, megger, transfers over with 


the change. 
E. H. Griffith postponing his European trip, and instead, with four 


offers on hand, will visit in New York for two weeks, looking over cur- 
rent attractions. He leaves here Aug. 14. 

On Home Set 
Completing his work on story of ‘Roman Scandals’, the Eddie Cantor 
pic, William Anthony McGuire is back at Universal, where he will func- 
tion as an associate producer. His first will be his original yarn, ‘And 


When the Time Comes’. 
Ralph Spence draws a six months’ writing contract at Fex, and James 
Tynan is at the same studio on a one pic deal. Frank Atkinson, English 


actor, has been dropped. 
Par is dropping Gail Patrick, Panther woman from Birmingham. She 


stays on here to free lance. 
John Ford will direct ‘Patrol’, next for Richard Dix at Radio. Ford’s 


salary ‘is understood to be $50,000 a pic. 
Local distributing companies are agreed that the new 24%% California 
sales tax does not apply to posters, stills and other accessories. This 
advertising matter is ‘sold’ under lease or rental to the exhibs. 

Vaude-pic policy at the recently reopened Mirror on Vine street is for 
week-ends only, instead of seven days. Rest of week straight sound, 


(Continued on page 50) 


Kelly Huddles with U {NO APPROVAL DATE SET 
For Associate Spot) FOR PAR PARTNERSHIPS 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Following the lead of Sam Bischoff 

E. J. Sparks arrived in New York 
from Florida yesterday (7) to close 


in stepping out of the KBS combi- 
details and sign papers in the 


nation to enter the associate pro- 
ducer ranks, Burt Kelly is dickering 
with Universal for a similar spot. 

It is understood that a one-pic-|new partnership deal worked out 
ture deal is on the verge of being | with him by S. A. Lynch’s theatre 
closed. reorganization committee for Par 

over all Florida houses excepting 
Miami. Major ground on the trans- 
action was gone over a _ couple 


RKO PEP TALK STUFF 
FROM ‘OUTSIDE’ EXECS "Ont! the Lynch reorg group gets 


final signatures on the Sparks, 

George W. Trendle-Detroit, A. H. 
RKO’s Greater Show Season cam-| Biank and Karl Hoblitzelle part- 
paign gets under way Officially Aug. | nerships, negotiations will not be 
26. The RKO people are pacing for|taxen up for any other theatres. 
a big sendoff spree on Aug. 15, when So far dates have not been set 
the theatre men will gather for @/¢o+ meetings before Referee Henry 
spread at the Waldorf and be told 
of plans for the campaign. 


K. Davis for consideration and ap- 

proval of these four major theatre 
On that day, RKO theatre boys in| setups) With Charles D. Hilles 

ha prt ip a ape thy te a — away just now, it is thought best 

ord sa e crc as 1 up the Sparks-Trendle- 

booked for the campaign period and to clean up t P s 

will listen to campaign chatter from 


Hoblitzelle-Blank deals for final 
fili a f tarti ut on 

officials of other film companies as oe Sy Ses ae + 

well as RKO. Phil Reisman is in 


any new ones. 
charge of the plans as head of the 


RKO committee for this purpose. Rosenblatt as Offici al 


Speakers will include among 
others, M. H. Aylesworth, Harold 

Hays Office took the position 

Monday (7) that from now on the 


Franklin, of RKO; George Schaeffer, 
general manager of Paramount, and 
John Clark, general fil 1 - 

ad a industry code is a government mat- 

ter and all information of its de- 

velopment will have to come from 


ager of Fox. 

L. A. to N. Be Sol Rosenblatt. 
Dr. S. M. Alter. Announcement was made after 
Ben Berinstein. Will Hays arrived in New York 
Cc. A. Buckley. from the Coast. Yesterday after- 
Helen Hayes. noon Hays called the executive 
M. H. Hoffman, committee of his organization into 
Ben Kahane, session. It is understood the meet- 
Charles MacArthur. ing contemplated procedure before 
Gus Metzger. Rosenblatt at the industry meeting 
Jane Murfin. in the Bar Association Building to- 
Conrad Nagel. day (8). 
Dave Powell. 
Joseph M,. Schenck. 
Lee Shubert. 
Charles P. Skouras, 
Edwin Loeb. 
Louis B. Mayer, 
Arthur Ungar. 
iLdward Z»bel, 
A kor. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Const ; 


Lukas is planning to go te 





























| Charlie McCarthy in Hos. 


Jeating an ap op, Charlie Mc- 
| Carthy is nicely recovering. 
Operation was performed Thurs- 
day (3) at the Presbyterian hospital, 
Newark. 


| or 
raph ae 








COL’S SEEDY TALE 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 





ce Cummings. 








Dorothy Fields, Columbia is readying a farm 
George Givot. story which so far has only a title, 
Benn W. Levy. | ‘Return to the Soil.’ 

Jimmy McHugh. ' Nathaniel West is on the script 
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NRA in Effect in Far West 





Theatres Operate Under Eagle, 


Except 


Union Men with Contract 





Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Picture theatres in Southern Cali- 
fornia territory are functioning 
virtually 100% under NRA condi- 
tions. Union craftsmen, however, 
are continuing on under existing 
contracts. Labor execs were neither 
disposed to give or ask anything in 
the way of concessions, insisting 
that all agreements as to wages and 
working hours were covered by con- 
tracts and had to be lived up to. 

Though the response of the ex- 
hibs to the President’s recovery 
plea is practically unanimous, re- 
construction and readjustment will 
be temporary in the absence of a 
code, which is to be created in the 
east. 

Fox West Coast home office has 
put a 37% hour week into effect, as 
compared with the previous 41 
hours under -he cid system. Work- 
ing time in the various offices are 
from 9 a. m. to 5:30 p. m., with one 
hour for lunch, from Monday to 
Friday. Offices are closed Satur- 
day. 

Vacashes Out 

Being allowed 40 hours maximum 
under the code, Fox organization 
made it known to employees that 
when necessary they would be 
called upon Saturdays for not to 
exceed two and one half working 
hours. At the same time, employees 
were notified that vacations pending 
had been automatically cancelled. 

Film exchanges here put a 40-hr. 
week in effect today (Mon.), work- 
ing hours being from 9 to 5 Monday 
to Friday, and from 9 to noon on 
Saturdays. Exchanges are not af- 
fected by the minimum wage scale 
as all pay is above the $16 per 
week minimum. 

Theatre help most affected by the 
new set-up will be cashiers, ushers, 
doormen and miscellaneous house 
employees. A $15 per week mini- 
mum will prevail, Part time cash- 
iers, now getting 33 1/3c per hour 
will be jumped 4c. Ushers now paid 
$8 to $9 per week will come under 
the new 37%c per hr. scale. 


COAST MEN EAST 
FOR CODE MEETINGS 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Joseph M. Schenck, Adolph Zukor, 
Charlie Skouras, B. B. Kahane and 
a flock of other picture execs are 
eastbound for the industry code 
conferences. 

They left here Friday to reach 
New York Tuesday (8). 


Allied’s Recommendations 


In a memorandum which Allied 
States Association is submitting to- 
day (8) to Deputy Administrator 
Rosenblatt, the organization, ac- 
cording to its attorney, Abram 
Myers, takes the position ‘that the 
independent motion picture theatres 
are subject to the provisions of the 
National Industrial Recovery Act 
only in so far as their acts or poli- 
cies may affect the flow of motion 
pictures in interstate commerce.’ 

While Allied has remained aloof 
from general code conferences held 
within the industry, it makes 11 
recommendations for exhibitor prac- 
tices, 

















Waiting Strike’s End, 
Par Postpones 3 Pix 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Maintaining that the strike has 
interfered little with production, 
Paramount nevertheless has post- 
poned the scheduled start of three 
pix for two weeks, hoping the walk- 


out will be ended by then. Trio are 
‘Captain Jerico,’ ‘Cradle Song’ and 
‘White Woman.’ 

All require considerable location 


work, and studio wants to take no 
chances of possible interference by 
Strike sympathizers, 





WE’s Pay Rise 


Western Electric Monday (7) an- 
nounced an 11% pay increase for all 
employees drawing $32.40 per week 
and less. 

The increase, however, does not 
affect its subsidiary, ERPI, which is 
setting its own salary recovery 
policy. 


Sidney Walkout 
On Par May Be 
Covered in Code 


Artists who take runout powders 
and production executives who in- 
fluence them against the interests 
of a company may shortly, for the 
first time in the business, find 
themselves where they will have to 
reimburse the company to the «x- 
tent of the dollars which the com- 
pany figures it has lost. 


The Sylvia Sidney-Paramount 
case brought the condition into 
prominence on the very eve of the 
last act of the code’s formulation. 
Had it broken a month from now, 
when the formula is expected to 
have been drafted, approved and in 
effect, doubt is expressed that this 
phase of codism would be a subject 
for such careful scrutiny. Miss Sid- 
ney, pleading illness, walked cut 
on Par’s current Chevalier produc- 
tion, coming east with her mother, 
Mrs. B. Sidney, and B. P. Schulterg 
to see doctors in N. Y. 


During the past few days codists 
have been studying the provision 
already incorporated in the legiti- 
mate theatre code which says, gen- 
erally, that a manager shall not aid 
or abet a performer quitting an ac- 
tive production and entering pic- 
tures. That this constitutes an un- 
fair trade practice in films as well 
as legit, only in a broader scope, is 
the belief of production minds who 
are among the chief formulators of 
the new by-laws. 


NRA Confuses Studios, 
But 400 Added 1st Wk. 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 


Between 300 and 400 employees 
have been added to studio payrolls 
during the past week, with twice as 
many expected to be engaged be- 
fore the NRA code goes into full 
operation. Conflicting instructions 
as to the application of the code in 
studios, because of new situations 
arising both here and in Washing- 
ton, is causing much confusion on 
all major lots. 


Classification of employees and 
arranging working hours continues 
but it will be several days before 
the plan is operating smoothly. 
Temporary nature of the code which 
will be replaced before Sept. by the 
industry code has also added to the 
confusion. 

Employees have been classed in 
two groups; industrial class with a 
35-hour weekly maximum and a 40- 
cent minimum includes gardners, 
watchmen, janitors, matrons, and 
certain classes of wardrobe help. 
White collar class (40 hours and 

















AUT MEETINGS 
ARE SCHEDULED 


Matter of Double Bills May 
Have to Be Passed on by 
Wash.—Other Points Not 
Yet Settled 


95% INDUSTRY’S OWN 








Film industry hopes to convince 
the Government at the first pre- 
liminary general session today (8) 
that it has drafted and agreed, of 


its own volition, upon 90% of a sin- 
gle permanent code; that it will be 
prepared to submit its own formula 
to Washington possibly late this 
week and that, from present in- 
dications, it will look to Federalism 
to write in no more than 5% of 
filmdom’s constitution. 

Code meetings are scheduled dur- 
ing this week, by producers and ex- 
hibitors. 


Daily sessions during the past 
week, all star chamber discussions 
as during the last six weeks, are 
reported to have ironed out many 
industry-old divergences of opin- 
ion and practice. Representative 
indie distributors, according to 
their own spokesmen, are in har- 
mony with major distributors on 
practically all important points ex- 
cept double featuring. Representa- 
tive independent theatre owners 
and their units throughout the 
country, were said over the week- 
end by their leaders to be in ac- 
cord with major distributors on 
virtually all important subjects ex- 
cept score charges, and a portion 
of block booking which they have 
agreed, if finally necessary, to let 
the Government decide, 


Warners Opposed 


Issues may be raised by individ- 
ual production companies. War- 
ners is still opposed to the uniform 
contract, now sanctioned by the 
majority of the industry codists. 

Disclosures to be made at the 
code meeting in New York today 
are expected to come as a surprise 
to the government. Deputy Ad- 
ministrator Rosenblatt is credited 
with believing that the entire in- 
dustry is in a muddle and has not 
not even gotten into preliminary 
work on a code formula. It is un- 
derstood by film men that he plans 
devoting the first session to estab- 
lishing a code machine and not 
listening to a discussion of trade 
practices until later. Haysites are 
confident the Deputy will find the 
machinery of the representative in- 
dustry has been set up, has func- 
tioned, and is about ready to call 
its day done. 


On Duals 


What looked like a solid wall of 
opposition has developed a number 
of holes during the past few days. 
Indie distributors reveal their rea- 
sons for tying up with insurgent 
indie exhibitors in an organization 
called Federated Motion Picture 
Industry, was chiefly for protec- 
tion. In late conferences at the 
Hays office they have found an ac- 
quiescence on the part of the 
majors to many of their own terms 
but they have also realized that 
certain demands of the exhibitors 
in their organization’s combined 
code can not be granted. 

The dual question is riling, so 
much so it will probably reach 
Washington undecided by the in- 
dustry. Where the MPTOA gather- 
ed figures showing opposition to 
duals by 1,000 exhibs, the indie 
producer representatives claim at 
least 5,000 houses today are dual- 
ing. The little producers also take 
the stand that no exhib would run 
more than a single feature if he 
could get the public inside, but that 
competition is responsible for the | 








37% cents) includes accountants, 
bookkeepers, clerks, librarians, mes- 
sengers, mimeograph operators, 
stenographers, typists and telephone 
and telegraph operators. 
Other employees will be fitted into | 
these classes where possible. Studios | 
figure on a five-day week, with two 
consecutive days off, in their oper- | 


ating plan. \ 


double bill and the public is pa- | 
tronizing the dual policy. 

The dime house has also gotten 
into codistic clinches. No one| 
| knows actually how many theatres | 
today are admitting on an all-dime | 
basis. Indie producers, who do 
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H. 0. NIRA Hours 


Under the Nira eagle, picture 
home office hours are from 9-5 six 
days a week or longer with Satur- 
day and Sunday off. Metro signs 
off Friday night; most of the other 
offices close at noon Saturday. 
Last week all of the companies 
permitted staffs to go home early 
during the first three days of the 
torrid spell. 


HOW THE CODE 
IS A BREAK 
FOR XHIBS 


With contract labor in theatres 
officially not disturbed by the 
blanket code, circuit operators, real- 
izing that labor was the biggest 
item on the payroll, immediately 
signed the NRA agreements. Cir- 


cuit spokesmen estimate that if 
labor had been subject to the tem- 
porary code terms, Blue Eagle costs 
to the box-office would have been 
virtually doubled. 

Had the ruling not come last week 
it is strongly inferred that circuits 
would not have been unanimous in 
their reach for the emblem; that 
possibly many would lag for the 
next few weeks, withstanding pres- 
sure of all the blanket publicity, un- 
til the industry’s own code was in 
effect. 

Under the government interpre- 
tation, which is credited with hav- 
ing induced circuits to sign, opera- 
tors and stage hands under contract 
can work as usual without any ad- 
dition to pay or time off, In other 
words, if a projectionist has been 
working 50 hours a week for $100 
those terms will continue under the 
Eagle. 

Raises in usher and cashier pay 
are held comparatively slight for 
the average theatre owner. 

















business with such places, figure 
they number close to 5,000. 


Divorcing As Unsound 


Indie producers, despite the fact 
that it is in their own joint-code, 
drafted by Federated, and spokes- 
men for the MPTOA and _ the 
TOCC feel that any demand that 
the Government require producers 
to divorce all theatre affiliations is 
unsound and will not get to first 
base, 

Representatives of the majors not 
only are confident of this—they de- 
clare producers will always have 
show windows in key cities; that 
the standard minimum total of 
such theatres will never be much 
under 600. There are many tech- 
nical reasons which the majors are 
prepared to cite if necessary. They 
now claim that at the minimum 
the producer-controlled theatres 
| will never represent less than 10% 
of the country’s gross at the b.o. 

The MPTOA does not figure it 
quite this way. It sees exhibitor 
units growing stronger in buying 
power and more demanding in pro- 
tection, with the result that 
eventually only exhibitors will ex- 
hibit pictures. 

Circuit subject dovetails directly 
into another, virtual elimination of 
runs and the right of all exhibitors 
to secure any feature for which 
they can pay the price. Federated 
indie exhibs and the TOCC, among 
others, are in agreement on this 
MPTOA holds it would be 
ruinous to the theatre owner; that 





issue, 


Indies Trying to Put 
Majors Thru Code Provisions 


Heat on 





Independent Producers’ Associa- 
tion in submitting its industry code 
for NRA approval will try to use 
the code as a wedge for better co- 
operation from the major studios. 
Included in their code set-up will 
be a request for equal rights to use 
artists under contract to majors on 
the same conditions that major 
studios use in the interchange of 
people. 

Sam Wolf, attorney for the IPA, 
arrived here yesterday (7) by plane 
from the coast to confer with Sol 
Rosenblatt on his body’s code. 

Code will also ask for equal rights 
to use major studio ‘space and 
facilities when required, and will 
request that production and theatre 
companies be divorced from each 
other, and the declaration that block 
booking be considered unlawful 
competition. Indies, in their code, 
will also ask for an open market for 
their product. Favoring the dis- 
continuance of double billing is in- 
cluded in the pact. 

Wolf will point out at the meet- 
ing that some 10,000 people are de- 
pendent on independent production 
for their livelihood. This does not 
include any business accessory to 
actual production. 


AFL IN WASH. WILL 
DECIDE WHO’S RIGHT 


American Federation of Labor’s 
executive council went into secret 
session yesterday (7) at Washing- 
ton, D. C., to consider the Coast 
studio strike and the matter of 
jurisdiction. On its decision will 
rest the question of whether the 
strength of the I.A.T.S.E shall be 
greatly reduced through grant of 
jurisdiction in studios to the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers for all electricians, includ- 
ing sound men. 

At the New York offices of the 
A. F. L., though advised of the 
council conclave in Washington, no 
information was given as to whether 
the AFL chieftains were inviting 
anyone from New York, notably 
from the LA. At the offices of the 
Alliance it was said William Elliott, 
president, was out of the office yes- 
terday (Monday) but had not gone 
to Washington. No one from the 
AFL New York office went down 
there, either, 











Oswald, Mickey, Minnie, 
Betty Boop on NRA Time 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Animated cartoon makers met 
Wednesday (9) and organized the 
Motion Picture Cartoon Producers 
Association for the purpose of 
drafting codes of ethics and fair 
competition governing the produc- 
tion of cartoon subjects. Organiza- 
tion is also working on an NRA 
code. Figured that there are 1,000 
people employed in cartoon produc- 
tion here, about half of whom are 
affected by the NRA. 

Charles P. Mintz was elected 
president, Hugh Harmon, vice prexy, 
and Roy Disney, secretary-treas- 
urer. Members are Disney, Mintz, 
Iwerks. Harman Ising Universal 
and Leon Schlessinger. Eastern car- 
toon producers, Max Fleisher, A. A. 
Van Buren, Terry Tunes and Trade 
Pictures. 


O’Connor’s Up at RKO 








it would stir up a competition 
among owners which distributors 
could naturally capitalize with the 
result rentals would know no top. | 


John O'Connor has been elevated 
by Phil Reisman to chief film buyer 
of the RKO theatre division. He 
formerly was assistant to Reisman 
on the same film buying end. 

Appointment was celebrated by 
the RKO theatre boys at a dinner 
tendered O’Connor in one of the 
| better eateries of the town It was 
'a subscription meal, the fare being 


$19 per plate, 
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2 L.A. Downtowners Tilt B.O. to 55c, 
Songs Set for Big 206; Voltaire’ 276 
In 2 Houses, State 166, Biz Okay 








Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

With two of the downtown houses 
jumping their scale from 40c to 55c 
top in the evenings, and the heat 
subsiding, all of the main stem first 
run houses got off to a good start on 
the week. 

Paramount had a particularly 
good break with ‘Song of Songs,’ 
which got away to a $3,600 opening 
day, and will easily hit $20,000 on 
the week. 

Downtown had its biggest open- 
ing day since ‘42nd Street’ with 
Dave Hutton making a personal ap- 
pearance, and George Arliss in ‘Vol- 
taire’ on the screen. That should 
signify around $16,000. 

The State for its opening day, 
with ‘Midnight Mary” heavily ex- 
ploited in Hearst papers, started off 
with a gross that equaled more than 
25% of what the preceding attrac- 


tion garnered in seven, which 
should bring its week to around 
$16,000. 


The Hollywood okay with ‘Vol- 
taire,’ while the RKO off exception- 
ally well with the Universal musi- 
eal, ‘Moonlight and Pretzels,’ which 
may hit around $6,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 
$1.65)—Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB) 
and stage show (10th week). Still 
holding up well and should come 
home with better than $15,000. Last 
week (9th) with extra midnight 
show finished up with $15,400. 

Criterion (Tally) (1.600; 25-40)— 
‘Clear All Wires’ (MG) and stage 
show. Poorer than previous week, 
with $2,700 probable tops. Last 
week ‘Made on Broadway’ (MG) for 
second week oke at $3,500, though 
loss to the house. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
®Joltaire’ (WB). and vaudeville. 
Aimee Semple McPherson’s spouse, 
Dave Hutton, is the magnet here, 
though with a very strong picture. 
It should hit around $16,000. Last 
week ‘Mary Stevens, M.D.’ (WB) 
pretty good with close to $8,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65)— 
‘Voltaire’ (WB) and vaudeville. Ar- 
liss is a strong bet out here, and 
should bring in close to $11,000. 
Last week with Dave Hutton as the 
standeut attraction very good at 
$15,000 for ‘Mary Stevens.’ 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25)—‘She Knew Too Much’ 
(Mono) and ‘Missing Rembrandt’ 


(FD). Running even pace around 
$3,600. Last week ‘By Appointment 
Only’ (Ches) and ‘The Wringer’ 


(Gainsb) heat bothered a bit, end- 
ing up with $3,200. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
55)—‘Song of Songs’ (Par) and 
stage show. With tilt in scale of 
10c for house, cinch for $20,000. 
Last week ‘Her Bodyguard’ (Par) 
helped considerably by stage show, 
big at $16,100. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40)—‘Moonlight 
and Pretzels’ (U). With little money 
spent to exploit this one, it started 
off in good shape and will end with 


around $6,500. Last week ‘Profes- 
sional Sweetheart’ (RKO) came in 
with an okay $4,309. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-55) 


— ‘Midnight Mary’ (MG) and stage 
show. Started off at excellent pace, 
and will easily reach $16,000. Last 
week ‘Great to Be Alive’ (Fox) an 
out and out bust, winding up with 
little over $8,100. 


CHEERS IN BUFF 


Everything Up—Hold Your Man’ 
Strong at $16,000 
Buffalo, Aug. 7. 


Cheers replace sadness as local 
box offices go up with advent of 
cooler weather. The Buffalo looks 
to get $16,000, best in moons, while 
the double-billing Century goes to 
a fine $7,500. 

Only the Hipp is poorer than last 
week, but oke just the same. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55) 
‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) and stage 
show going to get its best week in 








long time, $16,000, very good. Last 
week ‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG) 
nice, too, $13,500. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25) ‘For- 


gotten Men’ (Jewel) and ‘Easy Mil- 
lions’ (H’wood). Another surprise 
gross in store, about $7,500. Last 
week ‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB) and 
‘Kiss Before Mirror’ (U%, $7,300, 
good. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40) ‘Peg o’ 
My Heart’ (MG). Davies’ latest 


looks like about $6,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG) 
went to $7,000, fine. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25) ‘The 
Sphinx’ (Mono) and ‘Cheating 
Blondes’ (Equit). Should better 
$6,500. Last week ‘The Wrecker’ 


(Col) and ‘Dancehall Hostess’ (May- 
fair) nice at over $6,000. 


‘Annie’ $7,000; ‘Midnite 
Club’ $4,500, Indpls’ Best 


Indianapolis, Aug. 7. 
‘Tugboat Annie,’ at Loew’s Pal- 
ace, is the most exciting thing in 
town with its prospective gross of 


$7,000. ‘Midnight Club,’ at the 
Lyric, is the only thing to come 
anywhere near holding its own 


against the Palace’s excellent week, 
with a neat $4,500. ‘Don’t Bet on 
Love’ is starving at the Apollo, 
while ‘Baby Face’ is standing still 
at the Circle. 

Considerable excitement among 
exhibs this week, with the majority 
signing the NRA blanket code last 
Friday and putting it into effect 
Monday. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘Don’t Bet on Love’ (U). Too 
much opposition downtown, causing 
a poor $2,800. Last week ‘Moon- 
light and Pretzels’ (U) $4,000, fair. 
Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Baby Face’ (WB). Weak, $3,000. 
Last week revival of ‘Whoopee’ 
(UA) $3,250, mediocre. 

Lyric (Burton) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Midnight Club’ (Par). Making a 
nice stand against the Palace, with 
plenty of emphasis on_picture’s di- 
rection by George Somnes, former 
local Civic theatre head. Will end 
up with $4,500, neat. Last week ‘I 
Love That Man’ (Par) $3,000, mild 
Loew’s Palace (Loew’s) (2,800; 
25-40) —‘Tugboat Annie’ (MG). The 
magnet of Dressler and Beery is still 
plenty powerful and it looks like 
nothing short of $7,000, excellent. 
Last week ‘Another Language’ (MG) 
$4,300, not bad. 





Lyman Follows Mahoney 
As Builder-Upper for 
Warfield, Frisco, 196’s 


San Francisco, Aug. 7. 


This is Abe Lyman’s week. He 
and his band on the Warfield’s 
stage are topping the town in no 
uncertain fashion. 

Rest of the town traveling along 
at an average pace. Ann Harding 
and William Powell in ‘Double Har- 
ness’ at the Golden Gate not quite 
up to expectations, stage show 
hurting. 

‘Stranger’s Return’ not up to 
hopes at the Paramount, where it 
was sprung rather suddenly on the 
natives after three rousing weeks 
of ‘Gold Diggers.’ House bolstering 
it with plenty short subjects. 
‘India Speaks’ served to start the 
Filmarte off under its new first run 
policy at 35c top. Pic drew around 
$1,900, okay for the small house 
of moderate nut, and holds for a 
second week. 

Fox has the David Hutton short, 
‘My Side of the Story,’ probably 
meaning a few extra bucks, along 
with ‘By Appointment Only’ and 
‘Devil's Mate.’ 

St. Francis is back to its double 
bills after one week of singles with 
‘When Ladies Meet’ moved over 
from the Warfield. Current show 
has ‘Storm at Daybreak’ and ‘Girl 
in 419,’ and doing okay. 

Strand back to subsequent run 
after three good weeks of the nud- 
ist film, which goes into the Cap- 
itol next week for second run. 

Estimates For This Week 


Filmarte (Pincus) (1,200; 
‘India Speaks’ (RKO). 
geared so $1,900 is okay. 


a deuce stanza. 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 15-25)—‘By 
Appointment’ (Ches) and ‘Devil's 
Mate’ (Mono) with David Hutton 
short. Attracting curiosity seek- 
ers, good $8,000. Ditto last week 
on ‘Skyway’ (Coop) and ‘Corruption’ 
(All Star) with Salinas rodeo pix. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30- 
40-65)—‘Double Harness’ (RKO) 
and vaude. Harding and Powell a 
disappointment, $14,000, but maybe 
it’s the stage show that keeps ’em 
away. Last week ‘Bed of Roses’ 
(RKO) and John and Ned of NBC 
on stage got $13,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
55) — ‘“Stranger’s Return’ (Fox). 
Supported by flock of shorts doing 
poorly, $12,000. ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) 
wound up with three swell weeks 
and a total of $55,000. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,500; 35-40)— 
‘Storm at Daybreak’ (MG) and 
‘Girl in 419’ (Par). Moving along 
at usual pace of $7,000. Last week 
with ‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG) 
transferred from the Warfield after 
a swell week there got a big $8,000. 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Don’t Bet on Love’ (U). Anemic 
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LOUISVILLE UP 


‘Tugboat Annie’ and ‘Mary Stevens’ 
Among Improvements 








Louisville, Aug. 7. 

With fall just around the corner, 
Louisville theatre business is on the 
upboom, Harry Martin has arranged 
to present stock at the Walnut some 
time around Sept. 15. Col. Abe Fin- 
berg plans to open the Gayety with 
stock burlesque, and Fred Hurley, 
who last had his burlycue company 
at the Gayety, is eager to open at 
the National. 

Rumors of Loew’s and Rialto go- 
ing vaudeville. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-40) ‘Tugboat 
Annie’ (MG). Good for $6,000. Last 
week ‘Another Language’ (MG), 
nicely at $4,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 25- 
30-40) ‘Mary Stevens, M.D.” (WB). 
Easy at $4,500, fair. Last week 
‘Midnight Club’ (Par) despite a aid 
by good reviews, only $3,200. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
40) ‘Gambling Ship’ (Par). Off at 
$2,200. Last week ‘Moonlight and 
Pretzels’ (U) struck a fair $2,700. 
Brown (1,500; 15-25-40) ‘Headline 
Shooters’ (RKO). Fair $1,700. Last 
week ‘Don’t Bet on Love’ (U) slow 


at $1,300. 

Alamo (950; 15-20-25) ‘Made on 
Broadway’ (MG) and ‘Wrecker’ 
(Col). Split only a weak $900. 


Last week ‘What Price Innocence’ 
ert and ‘Hypnotized’ (WW) off at 
1,100. 


DENVER VERY 
HEY-HEY, BIZ 
STRONG 


Denver, August 7. 


All first-run houses way over last 
week, everyone with pictures the 
Denver public evidently want to see 
and, in some instances, willing to 
stand up waiting for a seat. It’s 
months since three deluxers have 
had holdouts in one week with two 
experiencing thrill of having stand- 
uppers two days over the week end. 
The Denver, of course, topped the 
town with “‘Tugboat Annie’ in spite 
of the fact picture is one of Dress- 
ler and Beery’s poorest. Standouts 
Saturday and Sunday proves team- 
ing these heavies will pull and make 
theatre owners happy. Holdouts 
were expected as both are strong 
with fans in this section. Denver 
headed for more than twice last 
week’s business. 

Arliss proves still a heavy draw 
as he always is with Aladdin 
crowds. Standouts Saturday and 
Sunday with big business opening 
day Friday. He always snaps this 
house out of dumps, also heading 
for close to double last week. Den- 
ham surprising wiseacres who 
predicted heavy flop here. Ropes 
up opening night, house should do 
30% above last week. Orpheum 
turning in close to 25% above last 
week with Kay Francis proving 
draw. ‘Peg My Heart’ pulling 
steady and fairly strong at the Par- 
amount, turning in best gross in 
weeks. Tabor with first-run film 
and snappy stage show doing mats 
fourth better than last week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin: (Huffman) (1,590; 25-40) 
—‘Voltaire’ (WB). A smacking 
$6,500 in sight almost double of 
last week for ‘Double Harness’ 
(RKO), which was the only film to 
take its house above par. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1.500; 15- 
25)—‘Shriek in the Night’ (Allied). 
A very nice $2,800. Last week, ‘Ann 
Carver’s Profession’ (Col.) let the 
house down with the lowest gross 
the last month, $2,000. 

Denver (Huffman) (25-35-50)— 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (MG). Zowie! 
$14,000 very hey-hey. Last week 
‘Stranger’s Return’ (MG) held this 
house close to average and finished 
with $6,000. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
30-40)—‘Mary Stevens, M. D.’ (WB) 
and Fred Schmitt's orchestra. Like- 
wise up to a big $5,600. Last week 
‘Bed of Roses’ (RKO) proved weak 
on the draw, never got started, and 
-wound up with $4,500. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40) ‘Peg O’ My Heart’ (MG). West 
Masters at the organ. Good gates, 
$4,000, big. Last week ‘Lily Turner’ 
(FN) did better than the previous 
week and turned in a fair $3,000. 

Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 20-25)— 
‘Emergency Call’ (RKO) and stage 
show. Nice trade, $3,500. Usually 
a second run, it switches to first 
when needed to give dates. 











at $5,000. ‘Samarang’ (UA) for sec- 
ond week pulled $4,500. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,700; 35-55-65) 
—‘Mama Loves Papa’ (Par) and 
Abe Lyman’s band on stage. Latter 
drawing the customers and send- 
ing the Warfield to a good $19,000. 
Last week saw Will Mahoney do 
$18,000 with ‘Her Bodyguard’ (Par) 
the film. 





Philly Improves with Weather, 
Arliss 126: King Jazz 


Revival 14G 








Everything Unseasonable 
In Weather Socks Mont’ 


Montreal, Aug. 7. 


High temperatures, thunderstorms 
during theatre hours and average 
films socked grosses last week and 
may continue to depress them cur- 
rently since this is the hottest long- 
spell summer in years and there 
isn’t anything outstanding to attract 
the fans. Just another August in 
sight. 

Palace has ‘Storm at Daybreak,’ 
probably the most pulling show in 
town, but the weather will decide 
whether it reaches a five-figure 
gross or stagnates along recent 
lines. Guess is for $9,500, at best. 
Capitol’s brace are a couple of 
RKO’s, ‘Melody Cruise’ and ‘India 
Speaks,’ which may get $7,500. 
Loew’s is showing ‘Don’t Bet on 
Love’ and ‘The World Gone Mad,’ 
with gross liable to be around $8,- 
000. Princess is trying out its luck 
with return engagement of ‘Whoo- 
pee’ on a hope that Cantor will turn 
the trick and ‘Virtue’ may be O.K. 
at $5,000. Imperial has French ver- 
sion of ‘Importance of Being Earn- 
est’ titled ‘Touchons Du Bois,’ and 
may gross $2,000. Cinema de Paris 
repeats third week of ‘Le Vainquer’ 
after some fading last wéek, due to 
weather. If conditions improve $1,- 
500 is possible. 

Nabes felt the heat and there is 
more talk of closing, but so far only 
afew are dark. Not likely to be 
much better currently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Storm at 
Daybreak’ (MG). Cannot see much 
above $9,500. Last week heat wilted 
‘Hold. Your Man’ (MG), to $9,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50) ‘Melody 
Cruise’ (RKO), and ‘India Speaks’ 
(RKO). Should hit $7,500. Last 
week ‘I Loved You Wednesday’ 
(Fox), and ‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox), 
$7,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 50) ‘Don’t Bet 
on Love’ (U), and ‘World Gone Mad’ 
(Maj). Best hope is $8,000. Last 
week ‘Mama Loves Papa’ (Par) and 
‘The Sphinx’ (Mono), $7,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50) ‘Whoo- 
pee’ (UA) and ‘Virtue’ (Col). Looks 
$5,000. Last week ‘Night of the 
Garter’ (UA) and ‘King’s Cup’ 
(UA), $5,500. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,600; 
50) ‘Touchons du Bois’ (French). 
Usual $2,000. Last week gala week 
with change of program daily 
affected by heat, grossed $2,200. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50) ‘Le Vainquer’ (French). 
Third week, $1,500. Last week not 
so good at $1,200. 


MILLS BROS. HELPING 
FOX TO OK 236, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 7. 

Boys are learning new axiom just 
now: In midsummer you can’t tell 
a thing from your openings. Earle 
and Fox came near midseason rec- 
ords over week-ends with Ethel 
Barrymore and Burns and Allen 
in person. But it was still summer- 
time. And the people who packed 
the openings left holes at the mid- 
week shows. In other words, there’s 
only so many people in the hot 
weather and you can take ’em early 
or take ’em late. 

Keith’s got beautiful start on 
‘Moonlight and Pretzels,’ by open- 
ing two days early, with an 8 p.m. 
preview. Fell off, though, when 
other new shows opened. Gag is 
sure-fire, however, to get space in 
papers on off-days. 

Met is bringing ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ back for a second repeat 
run and doing enough to make a 
profit. This is despite two previous 
runs downtown and three repeat 
engagements at all the neighbor- 
hoods. Pic is a tradition now and 
even the press boys who turned 
their noses up at it before are 
sneaking in. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-50- 
60) ‘Midnight Club’ (Par) and 
vaude. Mills Brothers on stage 
heading an all-colored revue count- 
ing for much at the b.o. If it holds 
up it should see a very nice $23,000 
or better. Last week, ‘Her Body- 
guard’ (Par) thanked Burns and 
Allen on stage for big $24,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
70) ‘Voltaire’ (WB) and vaude. 
Nick Lucas makes good balance for 
Arliss. But if it gets nice $18,000 
give the credit to Arliss. Last week, 
‘Mary Stevens’ (WB) and Ethel 
Barrymore on stage, big, $19,500. 

Palace (Loew’s (2,363; 15-25-35- 











50-60) ‘Another Language’ (MG). 
Critics were nice and should see 
o.k. $12,000. Last week, ‘Stranger’s 
Return’ (MG) would have done 


| Philadelphia, Aug. 7. 


Fine cool weather sees several of 
the town’s new pictures off briskly 
and a certain improvement is fore- 
cast in most of the downtown 
houses. Arliss’ ‘Voltaire,’ given a 
couple of bad notices and, being 
costume, not figured for much sum- 
mer box-office strength, did very 
well indeed on its first ten days, and 
should boost the Boyd over recent 
weeks; $12,000 week is indicated, 
and that’s a gain of three grand. 

Stanley’s pic, ‘Another Language,’ 
also should turn in a better money 
figure than theatre’s previous pair, 
although it opened during heat 
wave; $11,000 is promised on the 
full week, which ends tonight (Mon- 
day), ‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ in 
tomorrow. 

The Fox is trying another revival, 
‘King of Jazz. James Melton and 
Joe Laurie, Jr., in the stage show, 
and the combination figures for 
around $14,000, not startling, but an 
improvement. 

The Earle has ‘Disgraced,’ a not- 
so-strong draw, on the screen and 
Leo Carillo heading the stage show, 
only $12,000 from present indica- 
tions. 

The little Arcadia has a winner in 
‘The Nuisance,’ which was shoved 
in when ‘Black Beauty’ nosedived 
and which is staying for eight Gays 
in all. Figures for about $3,200 in 
that time. The Karlton has a first- 
showing for a change, ‘Ann Carver's 
Profession,’ and no more than $3,000 
is indicated. Stanton also looks 
rather dismal with ‘Midnight Mary.’ 
However, improved weather should 
help it to about $7,200. 

Last week’s grosses were dealt a 
body blow by what the weather 
bureau declared was a_erecord- 
breaking hot spell. Monday, Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday wer3 
all brutal, and business reacted ac- 
cordingly. Pictures that might 
otherwise have done fairly well, but 
which collapsed with the scorching 
temperatures, included ‘Mary Ste- 
wens, M. D.,’ at the Boyd, and ‘Mel- 
ody Cruise’ at the Stanton. Both 
the stage show houses also lagged 
painfully, with the Fox alone hold- 
ing up to a fairly satisfactory $12,- 
500 and the Earle skidding to a bad 
$10,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘The 
Nuisance’ (WB). Shoved in when 
predecessor floppoed, and will stay 
eight days in all to good business 
despite last week’s heat; $3,200 in- 
dicated for full time. Last week 
‘Black Beauty’ (Mono) $900 in four 
days, frightful. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65)—‘Voltaire’ 
(WB). Surprisingly good trade at 
outset of run for a costume film 
that got decidedly mixed notices, 
May get a sound $12,060, which 
would be best house has had since 


June. Last week, ‘Mary Stevens, 
M. D.’ (WB), heat dropped it to 
$8,500. 


Earle (2,000; 40-65)—Disgraced’ 
(Par) and vaude. Leo Carrillo heads 
stage show. Only $12,000 indicated, 
which isn‘t anything to boast about. 
Last week ‘She Had to Say Yes’ 
(FN) and vaude, heat knocked the 
spots out of trade, only $10,500. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75) —‘King of 
Jazz’ (U) and stage show. Second 
revival experiment for house. Stage 
biil has James Melton and Joe Lau- 
rie, Jr.; $14,000 indicated, not un- 
usual, but an improvement. Last 
week ‘F. P. I.’ (British) and stage 
show, $12,500 in the heat welter. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50)—‘Ann 
Carver’s Profession’ (Col). First 
run and not much biz anticipated. 
$3,000 at best. Last week, ‘Hold 
Your Man’ (MG), fairly good, $3,600. 

Stanley (3,760; 40-55-65)—‘An- 
other Language’ (MG). Good notices 
and after heat wave broke good 
business. Will get $11,000 on week 
ending tonight (Monday). Last 
week ‘College Humor’ (Par), fairly 
good $9,500. 

Stanton (1,700: 30-40-55)—‘Mid- 
night Mary’ (MG). Another weak 
sister from present’ indications, 
$7,000 or a little less. Last week 
‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO) would prob- 
ably have had good week with better 
weather; as it was, a painful $5,800. 





better except for stiff opposition, 
$12,500 was very nice, though. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
50-60) ‘Moonlight and _ Pretzels’ 
(U). Opened Wednesday and did 
well till other openings on Friday. 
Then only about normal, Probably 
o.k. $9,000, counting extra day. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 15-25-35-50- 
60-70) ‘She Done Him Wrong’ 
(Par). Mae West doing third re- 
peat engagement following all 
neighborhoods. Can’t expect much 
over $3,000. Last week ‘Samarang’ 
(UA) slipped after first day to light 
2,500. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 15-25- 
35-40) ‘Study in Scarlet’ (WW). 
Little better than usual, with prob- 
able $3,000. Last week, ‘Best of 





Enemies’ (Fox) got by with same. 
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Fan Dancer's Publicity Arrests 


Sends ‘Language 


to Smashing 526; 


‘Songs’, 286, Hotcha; Palace, 246 





Chicago, Aug. 7. | ‘Ladies Meet’ in Full Wk. 


Chi is very hey-hey! 

Sally Rand, fan dancer, put the 
Chicago on the map for a rousing 
$52,000 for ‘Another Language.’ A 
fiock of publicity arrests, plus pro 
and con press controversy on the 
extent of Miss Rand’s alleged nudi- 
ty, monopolized the dailies over the 
week end. The opening day’s count- 
up was $7,500, and it tilted over the 
week end when six shows became 
necessary Saturday and five frolics 
from Sunday on. 

‘Song of Songs’ is very strato- 
sphere, with a smacking $28,000 In 
prospect, while ‘Double Harness’ 
and ‘Hold Your Man,’ latter on hold- 
over, are in for $7,500 and $7,000. 
respec. 

The big vaude show at the Palace, 
with Milton Berle the talk of the 
town among the funsters, looks up 
for a grand to $24,000, as against the 
23G count-up last week with ‘Har- 
ness’ on the screen. 


Estimates For This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
‘Another Language’ (MG) and 
stage show with Sally Rand. Looks 
sensation for $52,000. Last week 
*Mama Loves Papa’ (Par) and Texas 
Guinan Gang hit $43,700, very good. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-35) 
‘Double Harness’ (RKO). Played 
RKO Palace last week and on re- 
peat should garner a fair $7,500. 
Last week ‘Bed of Roses’ (RKO), 
$6,000. 

Oriental (B&K) (2,583; 40-66-83) 
‘Song of Songs’ (Par). Dietrich’s 
draw very hey-hey, $28,000. Last 
week ‘Gold Diggers’. (WB) on six 
ays, $10,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83)— 
"Headline Shooter’ (RKO) and a big 
vaude show. with Milton Berle, 
Willie and Eugene Howard and 
®leanor Holm, $24,000. Last week 
‘Double Harness’ (RKO) did $23,- 
000, okay. 

State Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-35) 
‘The Woman I Stole’ (Col) and 
vaude., Steady at $18,700. Last 
week ‘Study in Scarlet’ (WW), $18,- 
200. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700. 35- 
65)—‘Hold ‘Your Man’ (MG) (3rd 
week), Doing fair on holdover, 
$7,000. Last week $12,000. ‘Man 
Who Dared’ (Fox) opens Aug. 9. 


NRA Ups the Average 
House Overhead, but 
N.H. Biz Keeping Pace 


New Haven, Aug. 7. 


Increased overhead due to NRA 
f&idded payrolls will not affect prices 
locally as managers figure to make 
it up being first to benefit by new 
deal. 

Several nabes, on part-time sum- 
mer policy, are reopening for spe- 
cial runs of ‘Gold Diggers.’ 

Dressler-Beery combo at Palace 
bringing the seldom-goers out of 
mothballs in droves. Paramount 
playing its first stage show in 
months. Meeting tough competish 
from Palace, but despite this, ropes 
Were needed at opening, which 
looks like fans missed the long- 
absent stage fare. 


Estimates For This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50)—‘Midnight Club’ (Par) and 
stage show. Flesh back and the 
stage fare getting lots of attention, 
$6,009. Last week ‘Mama Loves 
Papa’ (Par) and ‘Man of Forest’ 
$3,500, mild. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040. 35-50)— 
*Tugboat Annie’ (MG) and ‘Great 
to Be Alive’ (Fox). Topping the 
town getting to be a habit with 
this house, with current week no 
exception. Should pass $11,000, ex- 
cellent. Last week ‘Another Lan- 
guage’ (MG) and ‘King of Jazz’ (U) 
with Johnny Marvin on stage ig- 
nored hot weather jinx for swell 
$8,700. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 








50)—‘She Had to Say Yes’ (WB) 
and ‘Tomorrow at Seven.’ This 
house just killing time with medi- 
ocre bills till summer passes, Cur- 
rently looks light at $3,000. Last 
week ‘Mary Stevens’ (WB) and 


‘Study in Scarlet’ (WW) fair $4,300. 





In Tacoma Good for $3,600 


Tacoma, Aug. 7. 

Tacoma is getting a taste of good 
stage fare first half of this week, 
with Cecil and Sally, from radio, in 
60-minute laugh sketch, ‘The Fun- 
niest Thing,’ This is authored by 
John Patrick, who is Cecil in the 
act. ‘ 
Roxy has ‘When Ladies Meet’ for 
a full week, this one starting off as 
though jong booking is warranted. 

Blue Mouse getting its stride. Last 
week was officially ‘fleet week’ in 
the burg and that accounted for 
some nice takings. — 


Estimates for This Week 
Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25) 
‘Flying Devils’ (RKO) first half 
with Cecil and Sally; ‘Jennie Ger- 
hardt’ (Par), last half. Anticipates 
a strong $4,200, bolstered by the 
stage show. Last week ‘Eagle and 


Hawk’ (Par) four days, big at 
$2,100; ‘Professional Sweetheart’ 
(RKO), ‘India Speaks’ ‘€RKO), 


dualed three days for big $1,500; 
week's gross, $3,600, good. 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 10-25) ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ (MG). In for entire 
week, looks to reach a good $3,600. 
Last week ‘The Nuisance’ (MG), 
stayed five days for big $2,800; then 
‘Midnight Mary’ (MG), fair at $700 
for two days, total, $3,500. Nice 
enough. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 10- 
20) ‘Emergency Call’ (RKO), ‘Bond- 
age’ (Fox). Fair for $800. Last 
week ‘Murder in Zoo’ (Par) three 
days, cool at $300; ‘Mayor of Hell’ 
(WB), big for $800 in four days, 
week’s total, $1,100, big enough. 


TEX GUINAN’S 
BIG 206, DET. 


Detroit, Aug. 7. 

This week promises smiles to ex- 
hibitors. Weather okay and attrac- 
tions outstanding in several houses, 
with all doing better than average 
business. 

Texas Guinan in person with her 
gang doing the best biz, with ‘Vol- 
taire’ second best. The RKO fol- 
lows a week of stage shows with a 
Straight picture policy and, using 
‘Bed of Roses,’ is depending on 
Bennett to draw exclusively, but 
mildish at $6,000. 

‘Tugboat Annie’ opened to the 
usual outstanding Dressler  busi- 
ness, leading the sound policy 
houses. ‘Midnight Club’ at the 
Michigan is more or less of a weak 
draw in comparison with the rest 
of the list, but is expected to bene- 
fit some on the word of mouth. 
‘Another Language’ holds over for 
a couple of days, with ‘Captured’ 
following at the United Artists. 

Last week Jack Benny, reopening 
the RKO Downtown in person and 
‘Melody Cruise,’ led the -town witha 
nice $16,000. All houses suffered 
from the extreme heat over the 
week-end. The Fox also fell short 
of expectations, with Benny Davis 
and his gang on stage and ‘Don't 
Bet on Love’ on the screen. A gross 
of about $15,000. 

The Michigan with ‘Mama Loves 
Papa’ at $6,600 was under hopes, 
and the United Ariists opened big 
with ‘Another Language,’ slumped 
and then picked up to warrant an 
additional couple of days’ holdover. 
About $9,000 on the week. The 
State, with a second week of ‘Baby 








Face,’ milked the second week, 
$5,600. The Fisher just went along 
with ‘Her Bodyguard’ for a mild 


$4,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (PP) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Midnight Club’ (Par). Mild 
at $7,000. Last week ‘Mama Loves 
Papa’ (Par) $6,600. 

Fox (Inde) (5,100; 15-25-35-40)— 
‘Ann Carver’s Profession’ (Col) and 
Texas Guinan and gang in person. 
Headed for a smashing $35,000, a 
record. Last week Benny Davis 
and gang and ‘Dont Bet on Love’ 
(U) fair at $15,000. 

RKO Downtown (RKO) (2,700; 
15-25-35-40)—‘Bed of Roses’ (RKO). 


ncKINE EXHIAC [Bway Reverses Itself, Good Trade 


TO ANTE TERMa 


Sanaa 


Can’t Cheat on Production 
Costs, So Exhibs Will 
Have to Pay for Quality 
Product — Distribs Aver 
Theatre Overheads Con- 
siderably Down — Per- 
centage Preferred 





‘CHICKEN-HEARTED’? 


Theatres will be asked to dig 
deeper for film rental this season, 
distributors have decided. Instead 
of being chicken-hearted as last 
season when many a contract got 
home office okays on top of cries 
from the exhibitors, sales heads say 
they will have to be more hardboiled 
and insist on getting a fair return 
on their product, more in line with 
production costs than during 1932- 
33. 


One alibi of the distributors is 
that the theatres can pay more now 
that other operating overhead has 
been greatly reduced; another is 
that producers are being forced to 
avoid dangerous economy at the 
studios. 

For fear that value of product. 
might be seriously jeopardized 
through economy that would amount 
to a penny-wise-and-pound-foolish 
policy, distribs will try to impress 
exhibitors with the fact every effort 
is being made, even at high costs, 
to give the theatre box-office ma- 
terial. 

Matter of Pic Quality 


During the past year much of the 
water that remained in theatres has 
been drained out, with operating 
costs substantially less than a year 
ago. Surviving only through qual- 
ity film product, theatre owners will 
be reminded by the distributors that 
the box-offices of the country must 
also support sales and production 
or they can’t continue supplying 
product. 

With the average exhibitor con- 
tinuously fighting for lowered film 
rental, the average distributor 
doesn’t expect it’s going to be an 
easy job trying to get what is re- 
garded as a ‘fairer return against 
production and distribution.’ 

‘But we must get more,’ one dis— 
trib leader points out, ‘regardless of 
how tough it may be to get accounts 
to come up on their terms this year.’ 

Where theatres squawk against 
heavier percentage terms and guar- 
antees, a flat rental will be set as 
an alternative. If latter is desired 
by the account in preference to per- 
centage and guarantees that may 
appear stiff, the distributor may 
jack the flat basis up to a point 
where the company will be pro- 
tected on a picture that might yield 
above average expectations. This 
has happened a lot during the past 
season, with guarantees, percentage 
or flats so low that the distributor 
has taken on the chin, theatre get- 
ting away cheaper than it was ever 
dreamt he would when contracts 
were closed. 

If the distribs stand their ground 
on demand for higher terms for 
1933-'34, it is probable that a large 
number of deals will hang fire later 
than ever before. Last year the 
distribs weakened quickly in order 
to get contracts in. This year it 
may be the other way around, from 
indications. 





Last week 
‘Melody 


Looks to $6,000, mild. 
Jack Benny. Revue and 
Cruise’ (RKO), $16,000, big. 

United Artists (PP) (2,018; 15-25- 
35-40-55) — ‘Another Language’ 
(MG). At $3,500 as tops poor for 
the b. o. Last week same picture, 
$9,300. 

State (PP) (3,000; 
55)—Tugboat -Annie’ (MG). Big 
biz, a smashing $20,000. Last week 
‘Baby Face’ (WB) mild in its second 
week at $5,600. 

Fisher (PP) (2,665; 15-25-35-40) 
—‘Voltaire’ (WB). Fair at $7,400. 
Last week ‘Her Bodyguard’ (Par) 


15-25-35-40- 





only $4,000. 


All Round, Headed by Cap‘s Corking 
60G with ‘Language’ and Montgomery 





Break in the hot weather came 
too late to enable theatres to re- 
cover at the end of last week but 
arrived just in time to give all 
shows a good start Friday on a new 
deal. Favored over the weekend 
and with a more temperate clime, 
indicating less of a handicap all 
around this week, notable box of- 
fice improvement is looked for. 


The Capitol got a natural just in 
time with ‘Another Language’ on 
screen and Robert Montgomery on 
the stage packing ’em there for a 
big $60,000 week or better. This is 
the nicest business for the Loew de 
luxer in a good long while. Like 
the Paramount, house has serious- 
ly felt shrinkage in patronage since 
the Music Hall opened, 


That Hall, with its large capacity 
and strong out of town draft, is 
taking from $60,000 up weekly 
away from other Broadway houses 
and this hurts, 

Last week, with Wiley Post its 
luckiest booking yet under the cir- 
cumstances, the Hall absorbed 
$64,000 gross, a couple grand more 
than expected after the roast wave 
hit town. Only other’ theatre 
which held its ground well in the 
face of the dizzying hot spell was 
the Paramount, which grubbed out 
$35,000 with George Raft on cellu- 
loid in ‘Midnight Club’ and Fred 
Waring’s unit in person. 

This week, though the weather 
has shifted in every theatre’s fa- 
vor, the Par doesn’t have the at- 
traction and $22,000 appears tops. 
Attraction is not there in Jimmie 
Mattern, the round-world flier, on 
whom house was depending as a 
stop-gap against red. Theatre is 
paying the flier, booked at the 11th 
hour, only $1,500 on the week and 
was waiting to see how he did here 
before laying out any additional 
time. He was to split over $30,000. 
PPicture is ‘Her Bodyguard,’ 


After several poor weeks the 
Strand steps out for a probable 
$23,500, very good, on ‘Mary 
Stevens, M. D.’ and will holdover. 
WB’s musical long-runner, ‘Gold- 
diggers’ at the Hollywood has suf- 
fered setbacks through bad weather 
and last week dipped to $9,700 but 
should recover currently and may- 
be top $10,000. 

Musical will remain in its Holly- 
wood engagement until gross slides 
to $6,000 but in any event will go 
out around Sept. 1. Loew circuit 
has booked and been promised the 
picture for Labor Day week. It’s 
in its eighth week on the $1.10 top 
run, plus the initial week at the 
Strand before moved. 

Along with the rest of the the- 
atres going upward this week in- 
stead of downward, the old Roxy 
appears the best. ‘Big Brain’ on 
screen up there is going to beat 
last week’s mild $15,000 by close 
to five grand or $20,000, very oke. 

Palace, Rialto, RKO Roxy and 
State giso benefiting by the change 
in weather. 

At the Pal, ‘Mama Loves Papa’ 
and vaude should easily beat last 
week's $8,500 for a possible $10,000, 
while its combination policy op- 
position, the State, ought to get 
around $14,000 as against prior 
week’s $10,000. 

RKO Roxy benefits on first four 
days with ‘Double Harness’ (Pow- 
ell-Harding). Final three days of 
week will play to ‘Great to Be Alive’ 
(Fox). Between the two on the 
week the house is certain to get at 
least $10,000. 

‘The Wrecker, at the Rialto, will 
be no great shakes, but okay at 
$11,000 and some improvement over 
heat week’s $8,000 on ‘Don’t Bet on 
Love.’ 

‘Song of Songs’ continues gamely 
at the Criterion, getting $8,600 last 
week, its second. Picture remains 
until Aug. 22, under plans, when it 





will be succeeded by ‘Design for 
Living.’ 

Only other two-a-dayer on 
Broadway, ‘Pilgrimage,’ at the 
Gaiety, hasn't shown expected 
Strength and moved out Sunday 
night after a final week’s under $6,- 
500. ‘Power and the Glory,’ a Jesse 
L. Lasky production for Fox was to 
have had its premtere tomorrow 
night (Wednesday), but postponed 
a week until next Wed. (16). 

The Rivoli, which closed last 
Tuesday night (1) in the middle 
of the knockout heat after a bad 
$7,000 on ‘The Rebel,’ does not re- 
open until Aug. 16. ‘Bitter Sweet,’ 


English-made, releasing through 


UA will be the attraction, 


Mayfair ended its second week of 
‘Savage Gold,’ indie freak, last 
night (Monday) and is holding it 
for a third week or as long as 
holding above $6,000 or so. It's 
two weeks divided between good 
and bad weather, ‘Savage’ eked out 
$11,000 on the first seven days and 
$8,500 the second stanza. 

Estimates tor This Week 
Capitol (5,400; 35-75-99-$1.65)— 
‘Another Language’ (MG) and stage 
show. Between the picture, with 
Helen Hayes-Montgomery, and, on 
the stage, Robert Montgomery in 
person, it looks like old times around 
here. Gross should be high up in 
the $60,000 brackets, but probably 
won't hold over. Last week ‘Stran- 
ger’s Return’ was $35,000. “Tugboat 
Annie’ (MG) next in. 

Criterion (875; 55-$1.10-$1.65)— 
‘Song of Songs’ (Par) (3d week). 
Despite the house and its inadequate 
cooling facilities, Dietrich is a 
strong argument. Two-a-dayer got 
$8,600 last week (second) and re- 
mains until Aug. 22, under plans 
when Lubitsch's ‘Design for Living’ 
comes in. . 

Gaiety (308; 55-$1.10-$1.65)— Pil- 
grimage’ (Fox) (4th week). Went 
out Sunday night, last seven days 
bringing under $6,500. Heat hurt pic- 
ture’s chances considerably. ‘Power 
and Glory’ (Fox) comes in Aug. 16, 
twice daily at same prices, house 
going dark meantime. 

Hollywood (1,543; 25-35-55-75-85- 
$1.10)—Gold Diggers’ (WB) (8th 
week). Sticking it out well and, 
while trampled down to $9,700 last 
week in the equatorial heat, with 
the change in weather should climb 
back to $10,000 on the eighth week, 
okay. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—‘Sav- 
age Gold’ (Dyatt) (3d week). Got 
$11,000 the first seven days and 
$8,590 the second week, ending last 
night (Monday), fairly good - for 
indie freak. Theatre hopes to eke 
out a full third week. 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75) (Papa 
Loves Mamma’ (Par) and vaude. 
Though good at $8,500 last week on 
‘Private Detective 62’ (WB), 
chances to 'beat that for a $10,000 
week are pretty good. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75) ‘Her 
Bodyguard’ (Par) and Jimmie Mat- 
tern in person, Flier whose return 
to New York was edged by the 
Wiley Post exploit isn’t meaning 
anything here, nor is picture, at a 
$22,000 gate prospect. Last week 
heaps better, $35,000 showing up 
for ‘Midnight Lady’ (Par) and Fred 
Waring on the stage. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 
55-75) ‘No Marriage Ties’ (RKO) 
and stage show. Possibilities point 
to fair week, $00,000. Wiley Post's 
personal preceding week bolstered 
house against heat for a $64,000 
week, with ‘Devil's in Love’ (Fox) 
on screen not counting for much. 

Rialto (2,000; 35-50-64) ‘The 
Wrecker’ (Col). At probable $11,000, 
better than last week’s lowish 
$7,500 on ‘Don’t Bet on Love’ (U). 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 12-25-40)— 
‘Double Harness’ (RKO), four days 
and ‘It’s Great to Be Alive’ (Fox), 
three days. Duo looks to reach 
$10,000 or better, in comparison 
with brutal $7,500 last week on 
‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO), four days, 
and ‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox), three 
days. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55) — ‘Big 
Brain’ (RKO) and stage show. In 
the neighborhood of $20,000 this 
week will be very nice. Last week, 
it was a light $15,000 on ‘Phantom 

Sroadcast’ (Mono). 

State (2,900; 35-55-75)—When 
Ladies Meet’ (MG) and vaude. Get- 
ting back to where house belongs, 
$14,000, efter a number of under 
average weeks. ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ 
(Par) and vaude had combination 
at $10,000 last week. 


Strand (2,900; 35-55-75)—‘Mary 
Stevens, M. D.” (WB). Strong 
enough for a holdover, getting $23,- 
500 on its first seven days, very 


nice business. Last week ‘She Had 
to Say Yes’ (WB) only $11,100. 
BURTIS ON ‘50 YEARS’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Thomson Burtis has returned to 
Paramount and is scripting ‘Fifty 
Years from Now.’ 


Writer previously was on Par’s 





‘Undercover Man.’ 
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Musicals Bullish in Mpls. 





‘College Humor,’ in 2d Wk., an Okay $6,000 
—‘Moonlight Pretzels,’ $6,500 








Minneapolis, Aug. 7. 

If the recent frequency of ex- 
tended runs means anything box- 
office conditions, while still leaving 
much to be desired, are starting 
to show some real improvement. 
For the second time within a 
month the State is holding over 
an attraction, ‘College Humor,’ for 
a second successive week. The 
sure-seater World ‘Be Mine To- 
night,’ in its 17th week, continues 


at a profitable clip. 
Cooler weather is an aid, but 
the big factor currently is high 


power exploitation, especially with 


regard to the State and_= the 
Orpheum, ‘oth of which theatres 
seem set for a _ profitable seven 


days’ trade on top of good biz the 
preceding week. The Orpheum has 
‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ and, like 
the State, it went the limit in sell- 
ing the picture to the public, Jack 
Gross and Frank Steffys, respective 
managers, triéd to outdo each other 
in their campaigns. 

The National Recovery program 
seems to stimulate business, too, 
although it’s too early yet to feel 
any favorable effects. 

‘Mama Loves Papa’ and ‘Arizona 
to Broadway’ also are receiving 
some attention, benefitting by first- 
rate exploitation. 


Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 40) ‘Col- 
lege Humor’ (Par) (2nd. week). 
Sold big. Snappy. newspaper and 
billboard ads, lobby and front dis- 
plays and street ballyhoos also box- 
office stimulants. Looks like fair 
$6,000 after splendid $12,000 first 
week, great. 

Orpheum (RKO) = (2,890; 40) 
“Moonlight and Pretzels’ (U). Uni- 
versal sent ‘Duke’ Hickey from 
Chicago to help Manager Frank 
Gross sell this one and they did a 
corking job. Plenty of stress given 
to scantily clad pretty girls, tunes 
and fun in selling campaign and 
the customers are flocking in. 
About $6,509 indicated, okay. Last 
week, ‘Double Harness’ (RKO), 
$4,400. : 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40) 
“Mama Loves Papa’ (Par). Critics 
and word-of-mouth boosting by 
pleased patrons keeping trade from 
under $3,500, oke. Last week, ‘Best 
of Enmies’ (Fox), $1,800, light. 

World (W. A. Steffes) (300; 50- 
75) ‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) (17th 
week) Still holding ’em out cer- 
tain parts of day and evening; 
ought'*to exceed $1,800, very profita- 
ble. Sixteenth week, $2,000. 

Uptown (Publix (1,200; 35) ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (MG). About 
$2,800 indicated, good. Last week, 
‘International House’ (Par), $2,300, 
fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 25) ‘Broad- 
way to Arizona’ (Fox). Dunn- 
Bennett combo, plus Manager Bob 
La Fevre’s campaign have this at- 
traction in the winning column. 
Looks a good $2,800. Last week, 
‘Nuisance’ (MG), nine days, $3,600, 
big. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25) ‘Little 
Giant’ (FN) and ‘Eagle and Hawk’ 
(Par), loop second runs, split. 
Maybe $1,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Jenny Gerhardt’ (Par) and ‘Peg 0’ 
My Heart’ (MG), second runs, split, 
$900, fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25) “What 
Price Innocence’ (Col). Second 
loop run, probably $1,400, good. 
Last week, ‘Adorable’ (Fox) and 
‘Made on Broadway’ (MG), second 
and third runs, split, $600, light. 


Better Weather Breaks 
A Break for New’k B.0.’s 


Newark, Aug. 7. 

With the heat broken, things look 
brighter, although there’s nothing 
here that looks like money. Proc- 
tor’s, with ‘Double Harness,’ Loew’s 
with ‘Stranger’s Return’ and the 
Newark with ‘Midnight Club’ should 
do well enough, but if any one 
comes in with $9,000 he’ll beat the 

. rest. 

Surprise was Proctor’s holding up 
last week against the heat and run- 
ning close to $12,000. 300d vaude 
and cooling plant given more credit 
than ‘Secret of Blue Room.’ 

Court action of film operators 
postponed until September with in- 
junction against those in charge 
holding. 

Estimates for This Week 


1 








Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘The Rebel’ (U) and ‘She Had to 
Say Yes’ (FN). Nothing to carry 
this double bill over $7,500. Last 
week ‘Heroes for Sale’ (FN) weak 
at $6,500. 

Capito!) (WB) (1.200; 15-25-35- 
50)—‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB) and 
‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG). Another 


Man Who Dared’ 
names a severe drawback. Another 
detriment is that at present the na- 
tives of Cincy are more concerned 
with personal headaches than they 
are interested in trials and tribula- 
tions of Chicago’s late mayor; $4,- 
000, mild. 
Ship’ (Par) floundered at $5,700, the 
going slowing up in the last half. 


‘She Had to Say Yes’ (FN). 
cast prompted feature billing in ads 
on Vanessi short subject. 
like a so-so $4,000. 
‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB), $6,800, hot. 


A 
- ¥ 


ALL CINCY CINEMAS 
BENEFIT BY WEATHER 


Cincinnati, Aug. 7. 

‘Tugboat Annie’ holds the spot- 
light on the flicker front this week, 
and is pulling the Albee into port 
with the richest b. o. cargo toted by 
a Cincy pic parlor since prosperity 
disappeared behind the missing cor- 
ner. ‘Diplomaniacs’ is the next best 
draw currently. 

Theatre got a break from the 
weather works over the week end, a 
decided drop in temperature making 
indoor amusements inviting. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 30-40)— 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (MG). General 
popularity of Dressler and Beery, 





rave notices by press and audiences 
and class front combine for a talk- 
of-the-town attraction. 
up biz began with initial screennig 
Friday and extended to hold-out 
proportions Saturday and Sunday. 
First day’s take greater than some 
full-week receipts for house this 
summer. 
$20,000. 

be transferred to a smaller house, 
likely the Lyric, for not less than a 


Stand-’em- 


Breezing to a sensational 
In continuing, the pic will 


fortnight. Exterior bally, unique 


here, consists of burlap background 
and rope ‘trimmings with lettering 
cut out of wood. Last week ‘Mama 
Loves Papa’ (Par) pulled up to a 
fair $8,800. . 


Palace (RKO) 2,600; 30-40)—'’The 
(Fox). Lack of 


Last week ‘Gambling 


Lyric (RKO) (1,394; 30-40)—Dip- 
omaniacs’ (RKO). Wheeler- Woolsey 


go hoke fans to tune of $7,500, 
air. 
Alive’ (Fox), $4,400, poor. 


Last week ‘It’s Great to Be 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
Tame 


Looks 
Last week 


Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30)— 


‘Devil’s in Love’ (Fox) and ‘Emer- 
gency Call’ 
Victor Jory, screen starred for the 
first time in the former film, did 
stock here for Stuart Walker a few 
years since and has local b. o. 
nower. 
Last week ‘Whoopee’ (UA) encored 
$4,000, swell. 


(RKO). Split week. 4 


Should get $2,000, fair. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Life in the Raw’ (Fox) and ‘The 
Sphinx’ (Mono). Split week, $2,200, 
okay. Last week ‘Flying Devils’ 
(RKO) and ‘Dangerous Crossroads’ 
(Col), $1,800, average. 


NUDIST FILM TOPS 
PORT. WITH 86 TAKE 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 7. 

Biz is climbing. Parker’s Broad- 
way banging away this week with 
double feature bill, unusual policy 
for that house but a ducat-selling 
novelty. Two barrels are ‘Devil’s 
Brother’ (MG) and ‘Mama Loves 
Papa’ (Par), and both firing? Par- 
ker plugged the combo bill as 
Laugh Away Bad Times’ week. 

Exploitation efforts being doubled. 
Parker’s United Artists splurged on 
‘Another Language,’ getting extra 
biz for that pic from sheer sales 

(Continued on page 27) 











cooling plant ‘I Cover the Water 
Front’ (UA) and ‘College Humor’ 
(Par) slid to $3,900. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)— 
‘Stranger’s Return’ (MG) and 
vaude. Lionel Barrymore has a real 
draw, but probably not over $8,500. 
Last week ‘Storm at Daybreak’ 
(MG, helped by radio act, ‘Eno 
Crime Clues,’ did well at $10,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
75)-——‘Midnight Club’ (Par) and 
vaude. Raft’s name a help, but 
lucky to beat $8,000. Last week 
‘Mama Loves Papa’ (Par) could not 
build over $5,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-75)— 
‘Double Harness’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Film will draw class okay, but 
vaude is not strong enough to ap- 
peal to others. If suburban patrons 
are around will beat $5,500. Last 
week ‘Secret of Blue Room’ (U) 
with fine vaude swept to nearly a 
great $12,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-50) 
—‘Arizona to Broadway’ (Fox) and 
‘Dangerous Crogsroads’ (Fox). Bet- 
ter weather might push gross here 
to $3,000. Last week ‘Best of En- 





good bill of seconds and ought to 
reach $4,500. Last week with no 


emies’ (Fox) and ‘Trick for Trick’ 
(Fox) a mere $2,600. 


K. C. PiC TRADE SPOTTY, 
‘LANGUAGE’ BEST, 156°S 


Kansas City, Aug. 7. 

Current week does not look sen- 
sational and business will likely 
be pretty well scattered. Main- 
street has ‘What Price Innocence’ 
for six days and has given the pic- 
ture lots of hot publicity, announc- 
ing that children under 16 will not 
be admitted, unaccompanied. House 
returns to a Friday opening on 
the 1lith. 

Loew’s Midland with ‘Another 
Language,’ should hold up nicely, 
after a good start, as the stage 
play of the same name was well 
liked late in the legit season. 

Last week gave good business to 
both the Midland and Mainstreet. 
At the latter Tom Mix was heavily 
featured. The papers gave him 
lots of space and he was the guest 
at several luncheons and was on 
the air a couple of times. The 
Mainstreet is through with stage 
shows for a while. 


Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15- 
20) ‘Constant Woman’ (WW), ‘Dip- 
lomaniacs’ (RKO), split. Business 
picking up a little for the little 
grinder and the week will return 
around $2,000, good: Last week, 
‘Wax Museum’ (WB) and ‘World 
Gone Mad’ (Maj), both got a nice 
play, ‘Museum’ turning them away 
a couple of shows; $2,300, okay. 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,000;» 25-40) 
‘What Price Innocence’ (Col). Only 
set for six days; looks strong, close 
to $6,000, fair. Last week, ‘Don’t 
Bet on Love’ (U) and Tom Mix and 
company on stage, with scale 25- 
35-50, a rousing $13,500. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25) ‘An- 
other Language’ (MG). After a big 
week with ‘Stranger’s Return’ the 
customers kept coming over the 
weekend for the Hayes-Montgom- 
ery flicker, and it promises to show 
$15,000, very nice. Last week, 
‘Stranger’s Return’ (MG) held 
strong for $13,500. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40) 
‘Midnight Club’ (Par). Manage- 
ment depending on Raft and Brook 
to get the money as customers have 
been given so many ‘Club’ pictures 
that they are shy. This one got 
away nicely and is hoped to get 
about $8,000, good. Last week, ‘Ma- 
ma Loves Papa’ (Par), $7,800. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40) 
‘Hello, Sister’ (Fox). Looks like 
a fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Heroes 
for Sale,’ same. 


Pretzels’ Gumshoes 

Into Col. Sans Bally, 

But Doing Fai 
airly 

Columbus, Aug. 7. 
No forte business in this town 
this week again, with plenty people 
to blame for the letdown. Univer- 
sal can be thanked for no’* press 
sheets and publicity coming on 
‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ coming to 
the Palace, with the consequence 
that this film got no ballyhoo nor 
sendoff of any kind to speak of un- 


til the critics gave it a royal wel- 
come, 


Ohio’s ‘Another Language’ opened 
well, but hardly looks like more 
than only a fair chance to break 
even, with Grand not so hot and 
Majestic faltering after two good 
weeks. Broad’s double bills still 
standing up to poor grosses, with 
the present one slightly better than 
recent ones, 

Weather perfect for show biz, too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40), 
‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ (CU). 
Opened cold and to empty house, 
but word of mouth helping lots. 
Should get only fair $4,500. Last 
week ‘Double Harness’ (RKO) 
worse than that at $5,400. . 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40), 
‘Another Language’ (MG). Got 
raves but no better than $5,000 
maximum insight. Last week 
‘Strangers Return’ (MG) off at 
close and not even fair at $4,600. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40), 
‘Lilly Turner’ (FN). Just fair $2,500 
in sight. Last week ‘Mary Stevens, 
M.D.’ (FN) also not so hot with 











$2,200 take. 
Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-30), 
‘Disgraced’ (Par) and ‘Return of 


Casey Jones’ (Mono). May hit $2,- 
000, no more. Last week ‘Man Who 
Dared’ (Fox) and ‘Gigolettes of 
Paris’ mere $1,600. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100: 15-30), 
‘Don’t Bet on Love’ (U). Will take 
$2,000 gladly. Last week ‘King of 
Jazz’ reissue (U) good $2,400. 


Lasky Has Merivale 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Contract of Philip Merivale has 
been taken over from Fox by Jesse 
Lasky, and he will go into the 
latter’s ‘As Husbands Go.’ 

During his Fox contract, Merivale 
has not been used by the studio. He 
is currently being starred in ‘Tale 
of Two Cities’ at the Hollywood 
Playhouse. 








B’ham Dizzy from Code 
Palaver, but Biz Oke 


Birmingham, Aug. 7. 

With folks working eight hours, 
sleeping eight and loafing eight out 
of every 24 that leaves time for 
plenty of shows. Great thing for 
show business, this code. 

This week two good pictures for 
the gravy at the two top spots, 
Ritz and Alabama. Also some talk 
of raising prices. Folks not yet 
sober from the code thongh. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 25-35- 
40)—‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO) and 
‘Jennie Gerhardt.’ Comics just the 
thing for folks dizzy from the code, 
$6,300. Last week ‘Another Lan- 
guage’ (MG) around $5,700. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600: 25-40)— 
‘Waterfront’ (UA). All the talk will 
hélp get a neat $4,000. Last week, 
seccnd week of ‘Gold Diggers’ 
(WB), $3,500. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—‘Ladies 
They Talk About’ (Col). You can 
have it for around $900. Last week 
‘What Price Innocence’ (Col) as a 
sex picture got around $1,400. 


‘ANNIE’ A PANIC 
IN PROV., $19,000 


Providence, Aug. 7. 
Things are popping all over the 
place at Loew’s State this week, and 
this is one time that it can’t be said 
that live entertainment is respon- 
sible. “‘Tugboat Annie’ is the attrac- 
tion that’s pulling them in this 
week, and it proves once more if 
the product is good the natives will 


go for it in a big way. 

Friday, opening day, 14,000 
jammed their way into Loew’s, 
breaking all attendance records at 
this house for the last five years. 
This despite the fact that Loew’s is 
giving only three shows a day at 
present as compared with the six 
a day it gave before it went vaude- 
ville and pictures. The house is slip- 
ping in the feature for an extra 
showing every day. 

Biz at the other stands not so 
hot; all the opposish is getting is 
the overflow from ‘Annie.’ 

Film product outside of Loew’s 

and the RKO Albee, where ‘Moon- 
light and Pretzels’ is showing, is 
not so hot. Loew's should gross at 
least $19,000. 
‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ is mak- 
ing impression, but not likely to 
create any stir since no effort was 
made to sell it. 

Terrific heat last week left its 
scar at many stands. Practically 
every house was off to a good start, 
but mounting temperatures flat- 
tened grosses. If it hadn’t been 
for the nice start exhibitors would 
have had more grief. 

Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (3,200; 15-40) — 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (MG) and vaude. 
Swellest attraction in town. Stage 
show oke, but it’s the picture that’s 
drawing ’n’ how. Broke house rec- 
ords on opening, and seems set for 
at least $19,000, excellent. possibly 
more if the weather is kind. Outdis- 
tancing all others in town this week 
by plenty. Last week ‘Another Lan- 
guage’ (MG) was off to a nice start, 
but fell along the wayside with the 
others because of the heat; however 
oke at $12,200. 

Majestic (2,200; 15-40) ‘Lily 
Turner’ (WB) and ‘Great to Be 
Alive’ (Fox). No doubt of Chatter- 
ton’s draw here, but this week is no 
go. Bill not clicking, will probably 
keep this one below $5,000. Last 
week ‘Baby Face’ (WB) and ‘Broad- 
way to Arizona’ (Fox), oke as far as 
programs go, but the heat pegged 
the gross down to a very slim $3,- 
000. 








Paramount (2,200; 15-40) ‘Mama 
Loves Papa’ (Par) and ‘I Have 
Lived’ (Ches). If any spot is due 


for a pickup this one will get it; 
present pace indicates gross will be 
at least in the nabe of $5,000, not 
so bad at that. Last week ‘Her 
Bodyguard’ (Par) and ‘King of the 
Arena’ (U), same old story, heat 
and poor bill went sour at $3,500, 


off. 

RKO Albee (2,400; 15-40) ‘Moon- 
light and Pretzels’ (U) and ‘Dan- 
gerous Crossroads’ (Col). First fea- 
ture a sweet dish of entertainment 
and under different circumstances 
would gross plenty; opposish 
against it for one thing, and for an- 
other no effort has been made to 
publicize it. Names mean nothing 
in film, but those who have seen it 
rave plenty, $4,000, bad; should 
have been double at least. Last 
week ‘Double Harness’ (RKO) and 
‘Krakatoa,’ not so good, gross of 
$2,600, nowhere near as hot as the 
‘weather was. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25) ‘Re- 
turn of Casey Jones’ (FD) and 
‘Missing Rembrandt.’ If heat stays 
away for a couple of days this one 
should be able to pull through at 
$1,100 for a four-day showing. Last 
week ‘Gigolettes of Paris’ and ‘The 





Big Brain’ (RKO), $1,700, n.s.g. 


TUGBOATS’ BIC 
$91,000 IS HUB'S 
PACEMAKER 


Boston, Aug. 7. 
Not so hot on the outside op« 
posish, biz gets in its firet big plug 
current week in town. Fine weath- 


er bfeak coincided with arrival of 
some excéllent shows, and not only 
was the worst humid spell of sea- 
son ended, but the box offices were 
pepped up by all ’round rippin’ at- 
tendance. 

High spot was Loew's State, 
where crowds were best. since 
‘Grand Hotel.” Dressler and Beery 
are the big draw, with Therrien the 
tenor, wowing ’em for record hold- - 
over into his third week, and now 
likely to be held a fourth by 
Loew's. 

Met likewise good, but Keith’s not 
there this week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-55) 
‘Her First Mate’ (U) and vaude. 
Should gross $9,000, not so good. 
Last week, ‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ 
(U) hit by worst hot spell of sea- 
son, $9,700. 

Orpheum (Loew’s) (3,000; 30-40- 
50) ‘Stranger’s Return’ (MG) and 
vaude. Better than in weeks and 
should strike $15,500. Last week, 
off, with ‘Storm at Daybreak’ (MG) 
bad weather breaks, only $11,500. 

State (Loew's (30-40-50) ‘Tug- 
boat Annie’ (MG) and Therrien 
only on stage in his third week of 
holdover. Till swelling mightily, 
and plushy $21,000 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Another Language’ (MG) 
and Therrien, did nicely against 
weather odds, grossing $13,500. 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 30-40-65) 
‘Midnight Club’ (Par) and ‘Teatro 
dei Piccoli.” Best biz at this spot 
since Mal Hallett stage show weeks 
ago, and set-up this week ought 
to rainbow to realities at a nice 
$20,000, swanky. Last week, ‘Her 
Bodyguard’ (Par) and stage show 
hurt by weather, fair $16,900. 

Scollay (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
45-55) ‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB) and 
eight acts vaude. Nice for proba- 
ble $9,500; better than anything 
this summer. Last week, ‘Baby 
Face’ (WB) and vaude, under at 
$7,800. 

Paramount (Publix) ‘Mary Stev- 
ens, M.D.” (WB) and “‘Flying 
Devils’ (RKO). Doing very well 
and velvety at $8,500. Last week, 
‘She Had to Say Yes’ (WB) and 
‘Man Who Dared’ (WB) swung 
low, $5,600. 


‘Language’ and ‘Pretzels’ 
Lincoln’s Outstanders 


Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 7. 

With the current walkathon going 
strong in its fifth week, two more 
to start this week and the return of 
beer and opening of beer gardens 
the next week, the show business 
here will have plenty of outside 
competition, 

Indie TC used another ‘no one 
under 16 admitted’ at the Rialto, 
‘Confessions of Lost Girl,’ and did a 
whale of a business during the first 
half of last week. Had segregated 
audiences and plenty of bally. State, 
with ‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ sched- 
uled for this week, is making strong 
bid for first place and should do 
around $1,300. ‘Eagle and Hawk,’ 
pic at the Stuart last week, did fair, 
running slightly over $2,000. ‘Re- 
turn of Casey Jones’ packed ’em at 
the Liberty during first stanza. 

All theatres here operating under 
NRA code and using 37-hour week. 
Renewed talk of boosting admish. 
Still enjoying 85 degrees or less 
weather; last week mercury dipped 
to 60. 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Indie) (500; 10-15-25)— 
‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ (U). Good 
at $1,300, with plenty of bally. Last 
week ‘Secret of Blue Room’ (VU), 
$1,250. 

Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20)— 
‘Girl in 419’ (Par). Weak at $650. 
Last week ‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox) 
fair at $750. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
—‘Yes, Mr. Brown’ (UA). Weak at 
$500. Last week ‘Perfect Under- 
standing’ (UA) slim at $575. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Midnight Mary’ (MG). Ought to be 
worth $1,200. Last week ‘Lilly Tur- 
ner’ (FN) weak at $500, and ‘Heroes 
for Sale’ (FN) had good last half at 
$900. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35-55- 
60)—‘Another Language’ (MG). Pic 
should get neat $2,200. Last week 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par), fair at 
$2,100. 

Liberty (Indie-TC) (1,400; 10)— 
‘West of Singapore’ (Mon). Fair at 
$700. Last week ‘Return of Casey 
Jones’ (Mon) and ‘Whirlwind’ (Col) 
had better than average week at 











$1,000. 
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Hi me and my industry O 
& . One company has stood stanch and solid 














hate eet ee 











33 










Tuesday, August 8, 1933 VARIETY = = ; ng ae 3th 13 











that company to keep ME strong and secure in | 
the days to come. i 


I will not be panicked by persuasive printers’ ink. 


I will not let frantic fanfare deafen me to sturdy 
facts. 


I know that at the end of the rainbow of re- 
splendent raves from other outfits I will find a 
simple, sincere product statement from Warner 
Bros... and believe me, brothers, that’s MY 
POT OF GOLD! 


And so I now wholeheartedly re- | 
solve to subscribe to every one of 





we 


i 4 


THE 60 POINTS OF WARNER BROS’ 




























**42nd Street’’—Lloyd Bacon 
and Busby Berkeley.* 





It will have the same directors as 








Paul Mun 


ea who appeared last season only in 
“Tl Am A Fugitive’’ will be pre- 
sented this year in 3 productions 
beginning with a special, THE 
WORLD CHANGES,” an im- 
portant epic of America, with 
Mary Astor, Aline MacMahon, 
Jean Muir, Anna Q. Nilsson 
and others, directed by Mervyn 
LeRoy. This will be followed 
by another special, MASSACRE, °, 
first screen story of the modern 
American Indian, from the suc- 
cessful book by Robert Gessner. 

And one other. * 














































RECOVERY PROGRAM FOR 1933-34 





stage success, this picture will 
introduce an entirely novel pro- 
duction idea.°, 


gp PS igage é¢ ° é >? et 
eee wee bootlicht 3 Wonder Bar . 4 
; a will be probably the most impos- od 
tS ghar Pa a ade ing all-star production of the a 
the th bie W j set emesgpe all sl yp ih 
will be the next big VV arner musi- ros.’ stars will appear in it, an 4s 
cal, continuing the tradition of the actual cast will consist of AL i) 
rf oe. Jolson, kar Yann, =| 
will sing and dance for the first iene damiibecaanon, + 
time on the screen, and there - ", S| 
will be 10 other important stars, pat gph tg py Nae ell git a i 
including RUBY KEELER, DICK , tS, 4 
POWELL, JOAN BLONDELL FARREL, PAT O'BRIEN and 7 i 
, others. Based on an international a 
id 





“Gold Diggers 
of 19337 


A full description of this 1933-’34 
release has already been written 
in the ledgers of hundreds of 
leading theatres. It would be use- 
less for us to attempt to add 
further to the praise that has al- 
ready been showered on this pic- 
ture by public, critics, trade press, 
and exhibitors. * , 
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Leshe, 
Howard 


generally considered the screen 's 

outstanding new romantic favor-) 
ite, will be added to Warner, 
Bros.’ star list. He will start his 

five-year starring contract with 3 

1933-’ 34 productions, including 

BRITISH AGENT, °a special from 

the very popular book by Bruce, 

Lockhart, a remarkable fact story ) 
of romantic and diplomatic in-, 
trigue. And two others. *°-~ 


Ruth 
Chatterton 


found her most successful type | 
of role in ‘Frisco Jenny.’’ This 

year MANDALAY will give her 

an opportunity to do an even 

more glamorous characterization 

of the same type of woman, in 
a fascinating Far East setting. The 
second of her 2 new-season pro-' 

ductions will give her the strong 

support of Adolphe Menjou and 

Lyle Talbot.° 


Richard 
Barthelmess, 


will have 3 strongly Pie. 
vehicles, including SHANGHAI 
ORCHIDS, with Ann Dvorak, 
which in ‘role and setting will 
match the best features of ' ‘Patent’ 
Leather Kid’’ and £ ‘Broken’ 
Blossoms’’. It is a remarkable’ 
story of ‘‘woman hawking’? off, 
the Chinese coast. A second pro- 
duction will include Adolphe: 
Menjou, Joan Blondell, Guy 
Kibbee and Ruth Donnelly.°” 





Adolphe 
Menjou 
will add to Warmer Bros., sta star’ 
line-up the charm of his sophis-" 
ticated romantic technique.: He 
will be featured in 2 gay romantic 
comedies. BEDSIDE with Claire 
Dodd and Frank McHugh is the 
story of an X-ray photographer, 
with a bedside manner that is’ 
irresistible towomen. CONVEN-' 
TION CITY with Bette Davis? 
Allen Jenkins and Guy Kibbee,! 
will combine the best Z stories 
'you’ve heard about the after-dark |! 
adventures of big business “men” 
at a big-business convention.°7” 





, 





Ruby Keelere 
Dick Powell 


After their remarkable reception 
in ‘‘42nd Street’’ it was inevi-' 
table that Warner Bros. should 
star these sensational youngsters, | 
in 3 productions. Two specials,' 
CLASSMATES’ and SWEET- 
HEARTS FOREVER, * both based 
on brilliant stage successes, will 
unfold their romantic stories in 
elaborate musical settings. THE 
FOOTBALL COACH* will have 
Pat O’ Brien and Ann Dvorak in 
the cast. 





Wm. Powel/ 


will return to his most success- 
ful role in THE KENNEL MUR-' 
DER CASE or The Return of 
Philo Vance, by famous S. S.{ 
Van Dine. This story has been’ 
read by millions in Cosmopoli-' 
tan Magazine and in book form4 
Cast willinclude Mary Astor, Jack 
LaRue, Ralph Morgan, Hugh 
Herbert. THE GENTLEMAN 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO with 
Bette Davis is a perfect Powell. 
story of a debonair double-c ross-) 
er. AND A THIRD PRODUC- 
TION will co-star Kay Francis. *, 





3 Timely 
‘Stories 


that will winiuines on news-value | 
yi of current public interest ' 
e:— HAVANA WIDOWS) 
ie Joan Blondell, Aline! 
MacMahon, Allen Jenkins, and 
Glenda Farrell—WILD BOYS 
OF THE ROAD, with Frankie) 
Darro of ‘ ‘Mayor. of Hell’’ fame/4 
—and BUREAU OF MISSING 
PERSONS, containing a timely 
kidnaping angle and an excep- 
tionally strong cast including 
Lewis Stone, Bette Davis, Ruth 
Donnelly, Pat O’Brien.° - 
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As Te ; 
Earth Turns 


For this special Warner Bros. 
have acquired what is admittedly 
the most important and popular 
fiction property of the year. ““As 
‘The Earth Turns’’ has appeared 
at the very top of all best-seller 
lists. The story has the breadth 
and scope and beauty which mark 
only the greatest of screen vehi- 
cles. Even the briefest synopsis 
tmparts an inescapable big- 































picture “‘feel. 


Joe E. Brown 


will have 3 comedies carefully 
chosen to continue his gratifying 
' record of the past season. In each 


‘he will be given stronger femi- 


nine support than ever before. 
|The cast of STEAMBOAT SAM 
will include Claire Dodd, Ruth 
Donnelly and Jean Muir, This 
will be followed by THE 
CROWNED HEAD, and a third 
production featuring Joan Blon- 
dell and Ginger Rogers.° 


2 Important 
Novels 


insaddition to those listed else- 
where, will be brought to the 
screen by Warner Bros. Louis 
Bromfield, considered by many 
to be America’ s leading novelist, 
is the author of A MODERN 
HERO,” best-selling story of an 
‘amazing character who starts life 
as a bareback rider and ends as 
a ruthless industrial giant. RE- 
TURN OF THE TERROR? is by 
‘Edgar Wallace, internationally 


s as one of the greatest of 
> aad authors. ~ 


\ E.G.Rodinson 


will be given 3 vehicles designed 

to duplicate his versatile success- 

es.of the past season. NAPO- 
_ LEON, HIS LIFE AND LOVES, 
with Bebe Daniels and Ann 
Dvorak, will match “‘Silver Dol- 
lar” in story type, but with a far 
stronger love angle. THE DARK 
HAZARD, by the author of 

Litde, Caesar’’ , will be done 
in the “‘Little Giant’’ manner. 
And a 3rd production with § 
feminine stars, including Bette 
Davis and Joan Blondell, will 
match the vivid romance of ‘‘I 
Loved A Woman.’’® 















Kay Francis 


will be co-starred with WARREN 
WILLIAM in REGISTERED 
NURSE? with Margaret Lindsay, 
Glenda Farrell and Lyle Talbot, 
a story with the same salable quali- 
ties as ““Night Nurse.’’ In THE 
HOUSE ON 56th STREET,° 
the story of an actress suddenly 
deserted by fame, Miss Francis 
will be supported by Ann Dvor- 
ak, Ricardo, Cortez. In SEV- 
EN WIVES’ Miss Francis and 
a remarkable line-up of femi- 
nine stars, including Bette Davis, 
Ann Dvorak, Joan Blondell, will 
play opposite Adolphe Menjou. 


6 Popular 
Sfories 


for which casts will be selected 
laterare:—THE LIFE OF ROTHS- 
CHILD by George bad il 
ary OF FASHION by Warren 
° FROM HEADQUARTERS 

i haer Lee,” COUNTRY 
un (tentative title) by Robert 
Lord,” DIAMOND DAN by 
Arthur Horman,° and EASY TO 
LOVE.” 









































James Cagney 


in addition to his unique role in 

**Footlight Parade’’, will have 2 
typical Cagney vehicles, in which 
the love interest will fully balance 
thisstar’s inimitable comedy. One 
of these will revive the success- 
ful Cagney-Blondell team of 
**Blonde Crazy’’ and ‘“The 
Crowd Roars,’’ with Allen 
Jenkins and Glenda Farrell in 
the cast. In the other he will be 
supported by both Bette Davis 
and Ann Dvorak.* 





Barbara 
Stanwyck 


will deliver 4 pictures acs 
a powerful special, BROADWAY 
AND BACK,° a story of three 
generations in the theatre, with 
Ann Dvorak and Patricia Ellis. 
EVER IN MY HEART? will bring 
to the screen one of Broadway’s 
leading romantic stars, Otto 
Kruger, with George Brent, 
Ralph Bellamy, Ruth Donnelly. 


‘Two other productions® will 


bring to Miss Stanwyck’s support 
such stars as George Brent, Bette 
Davis, Glenda Farrell. 
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Aline 
MacMahon 


and ALLEN JENKINS, who have 
been singled out by press and 
public for show-stealing per- 
formances in ““One Way Pass- 
age,’ “Life Begins,”’ “Blessed 
Event,”’‘ ‘Silver Dollar,’’ 42nd 
Street,” **Gold Diggers’’ and 
other successful pictures, will be 
starred by Warner Bros. in 3 
comedies. The large fan follow- 
ings which these players have 
built up in picture after picture 
constitute a ready-made market 
for these 3 vehicles.° 








And 8 Others 


plans for which are being pur- 
posely held up pending the out- 
come of current negotiations 
for certain stars and directors not: 
at present on our list—also to 
provide for the addition of other 
timely story themes which may 
be suggested by outstanding news 
events of the next 12 months. 

One of these will be a First 

National picture. The otherseven 

will be from Warner Bros. 









° Indicates Warner Bros. pictures 
® Indicates First National pictures 
Vitagraph, Inc., Distributors 
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—when the “42nd Street” Special was roaring across the country 


—when “I Am A Fugitive” won 1932’s best picture award 


—when you saw Warner Bros. setting production styles for the 
entire industry 


—when you read tribute after tribute to Warner Bros.’ leadership 
from exhibitors and press ; 


—when you watched week-after-week top-gross reports rolling in 
on Warner pictures 


Because we want you to take ‘6 * ” * e 

eal, fae ing pea —when you saw “Gold Diggers” start the big swing back to pre- 
ee oe ee boom business standards.... 

ment of Vitaphone Short Sub- 

ject plans until a later date. 

Watch for stirring news 


pos - —Now make good on the promise you’ve made to yourself a 
dozen times.... 





Mm going to sign with 


WARNER BROS. for 1933. 

















*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE, 8 St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 
fable Address: VARIETY, LONDON; Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 
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Hungary in Boom High Film Prod.; 





Czechs Also Enthusing About Pix 


Budapest, July 25. 

Activity record for Hungarian 
film industry was reached last week 
when 870 persons were employed 
simultaneously in production on 
the Hunnia lot. This included 
shooting of harvesting scenes of 
‘Wine,’ a Hungarian all-talker. 
‘Aunt Iza,’ another only-Hungarian 
talker, directed by Istvan Szekely 
and starring Sari Fedak, still the 
most popular actress in this coun- 
try, is now being cut and edited. 

On July 13 Universal started 


work at the Hunnia with Joe Pas- 
ternak managing the production of 
‘Scandal in Budapest,’ based on the 
play ‘A Girl Who Dares,’ by Aladar 
Laszlo and Sandor Farago. Script 
is by Charles Noti, music by Miklos 
Brodszky. German and Hungarian 
versions, both directed by Istvan 
Szekely, Geza von Bolvary acting 
as special advisor. Francy Gaal 
is starred. She has been a favorite 
in Budapest legit before she acted 
in two pictures for Universal in 
Berlin and proved a hit. Hitler 
put a stop to her Berlin career, so 
Universal decided to -make her 
third picture in Budapest. 

Featured are Paul Hoerbiger, 
Szoke Szakall and Puffy, fat come- 
dian, who worked for Universal 
in Hollywood some years ago. They 
all are in both language _ ver- 
sions. Hungarian film production 
Owes Hitler a debt of gratitude for 
chucking all these first-rate people 
out of Germany, which compels them 
to work in their home country, 
thus giving local production the 
impulse it needed. 

‘Scandal’ is to be followed by 
screen version of a popular novel, 


Continued on page 48) 


RKO CLOSING THEATRE 
OFFICE IN CANADA 


Ottawa, Aug. 7. 
Canadian office of RKO is to close 
Aug. 14, wiping out the liason link 
between RKO in New York and Fa- 
mous Players Canadian Corp. 

Canadian managerial representa- 
tive of RKO for the past 16 months 
has been Joseph M. Franklin of 
Ottawa who succeeded Leo M. 
Devaney who is now general man- 
ager of Radio film exchanges in the 
Dominion. 

Franklin will move to Montreal 
where he will be identified in an 
executive capacity with an entirely 
new theatre circuit now being or- 
ganized in various leading cities of 
the Dominion, details of which have 
not been disclosed. Franklin will 
continue to own and operate his 
group of houses in the Maritime 
Provinces. 

There are some 16 theatres across 
Canada in which RKO and Famous 
Players have a joint interest in 
ownership and operation. 


Czech Pic Imports Drop 


Prague, Aug. 1.- 

The great decrease in the import 
of foreign films into Czechoslovakia 
in the last six months is indicated 
by the following official figures from 
the State film censor. 

While in the first six months of 
the year 1932 the import of film 
script was 325,000,000 meters, the 
import for the first six months of 
the year 1933 was only 270,000,000 
meters, and for 1931 of a similar 
period 390,000,000 meters. 

















> 
DAVE GOULD’S H.0. VACASH 
Dave Gould, in New York on a 
vacation and contacting the Metro 
home office, returns to his post in 
the Caribbean Aug. 15. 
Gould is managing director for 


MG in the Virgin Islands, Puerto 
Rico, and the Dutch West Indies. 








Ex-Par Prod. Chief Back 
In Same Studio, for Fox 


Paris, July 27. 


Odd: situation at the Paramount 
Joinville studios where Fred Bacos 
has started his first picture for Fox. 
Bacos was production chief at the 
studio for Paramount but fired 
some months back when Par de- 
cided to give up production. Now, 
working for Fox, Bacos has leased 
studio space from his former em- 
ployers. 

Bacos has a two-picture contract 
for Fox, with options for four more. 
First picture is ‘Matricule 33’, with 
cast headed by Andre Luguet, 
Camille Bert and Abel Tarrida. 

Fox, for its own general French 
producing is not sure where it will 
go for studio space, the old Brau- 
berger-Richebe studios being the 
most likely choice. 


AUSTRIA GOVT. 
SUBSIDIZING 
EXHIB ORG. 


Vienna, July 27. 

Government has ordered an im- 
mediate formation of an ‘Organiza- 
tion of Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of Austria,’ with Vienna as 
headquarters. A law td this effect 
has been passed, calling for the new 
organization to be called the Gre- 
mium and outlining its functions 
and duties. 

First law calls for the Gremium 
to embrace the entire territory of 
Austria and be subdivided into vari- 
ous sections, each province of Aus- 
tria falling into a separate section. 

Entire organization as an entity 
and the various sections separately 
are charged with looking after the 
professional and economic interests 
of motion picture theatre owners 
and to promote such interests. 








its Purposes 


Functions of the new organiza- 
tion are to prepare expert opinions 
and resolutions pertaining to picture 
matters for presentation to compe- 
tent authorities; to publish notices 
affecting mutual interests of mem- 
bers; to establish economic organi- 
zations and social welfare institu- 
tions for members within the limits 
of prevailing regulations; to give 
gratis advice to members on all 
matters pertaining to picture prob- 
lems to combat unfair competition 
in the picture industry to collect 
and prepare statistical material on 
the number of picture houses in op- 
eration, their location, personnel 
and other data of this sort to draw 
up collective contracts with trade 
unions of picture house employees; 
to organize lectures, demonstrations 
and special training classes; to ex- 
ercise influence on the observance 
of existing rulings and legislative 
measures, 

Statutes of the Gremium will be 
issued in the near future by the 
Federal Chancellory in conjunction 
with the Ministry of Commerce and 
Transportation, with the Federal 
Chancellory authorized to cancel 
resolutions passed by the Gremium 
if not found satisfactory. Federal 
Chancellory is also empowered un- 
der the new law to remove from of- 
fice any officers of the group that 
are ‘found inadequate.’ 

Statute also forces membership 
to pay a membership fee, even 
though compulsory, with the men- 


tion that the fee can be collected 
by force through administrative 
channels, 





OUTRIGHT DEALS 
FOR AE-SHOOTING 


Hollywood Seen as _ Best 
Market in U. S. for For- 
eign Pix—Many Instances 
of Linguistic Makes Be- 
ing Purchased for Re- 
Production in America 


SUNDRY ADVANTAGES 





Selling pictures outright, as com- 
pleted units, to be re-shot in en- 
tirety and possibly adapted, in for- 
eign countries, is the way out of 
the foreign market muddle. That's 
the growing conviction in film cir- 
cles, with that procedure gaining 
favor all around. Foreign film agents 
in the U. S., hit by the shut-down 


of foreign language film exhibition, 
are centering all activities on sell- 
ing their product to Hollywood for 
re-makes, with the studios listen- 
ing more attentively than the 
agents dared hope. 


Fox is the most recent major 
company to go for the thing, hav- 
ing last week completed purchase 
of ‘La Couturiere de Luneville’ 
(The Dressmaker of Luneville’) 
from Paramount. Par made the 
picture last year in Joinville (Paris) 
in French. Fox has shelved it and 
will do it over as ‘Dressed to Love’ 
with Elissa Landi. 

Fox had an uncomfortable expe- 
rience that way with a German pic- 
ture, ‘Ihre Hoheit Befiehlt’ (‘Her 
Majesty Commands’), which was 
bought outright for $30,000, done 
over in Hollywood as ‘Adorable,’ 
and which didn’t pan out any too 
well at the box office. But Fox likes 
the. idea involved and feels it can 
be made to work well. 


Fox Hot For It 


Fox’s enthusiasm comes through 
the presence in the company of Sid 
Kent and Jesse Lasky, both of 
whom were with Paramount when 
that company bought a German 
film, ‘Walzertraum,’ and turned it 
into ‘The Smiling Lieutenant,’ one 
of Par’s nicest money makers. In 
Germany the film, originally, was 
quite a smash, serving to establish 
Mady Christians as a star. 

Several pictures are now in the 
process of making that come from 
abroad. One is ‘Eight Girls in a 
Boat,’ which Charles R. Rogers is 
doing for Paramount. It’s a ‘Maed- 
chen in Uniform’ sequel that did 
well in Germany. Metro is making 
‘Late Christopher Bean,’ which was 
made as ‘Garde a Peinture’ (‘Wet 
Paint’) in France only a _ couple 
months’ back and is just being re- 
leased over there. 

‘Topaze’ was made by Radio in 
the U. S. and Paramount in France. 
Par and Radio had an agreement 
not to interfere in world markets 
on the picture, Radio’s film being 


Continued on page 48) 
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Nazi Ban on ‘Blonde Venus’ a Slap 
At Dietrich?: d in S, Africa Nixed 





¥ 


Mussolini Not Likely to 
OK ‘Scarface’ for Italy 


Milan, July 27. 


‘Scarface’ (UA) was privately 
screened here at the Odeon, made 
a nice impression on those present, 
but is not considered likely to pass. 
Present indications are that the 
government will not permit screen- 
ing of the film because of the use 
in it of a number of disreputable 
Italian characters, including the 
title part. 

Print has been sent to Rome for 
approval of Il Duce or his censor 
and if passed will be dubbed lo- 
cally by Mario Luporini, UA’s local 
representative. 


Trade Ass'n Plan 
For All Film Biz 


Now in Germany 








Reorganization of the German film 
industry is going on apace, accord-— 
ing to word in New York from 
George R.° Canty, American film 
commissioner. Newest edict is that 
all persons in film business, no mat- 
ter in which way, must belong to a 
trade association. Unless aligning 
with one of the established film 
trade associations immediately, 


warning has gone out to all hands, 
they will be considered as no longer 
allied to the film industry and will 
not be allowed to continue in it. 

Organizations are the Producers 
Association, the Distributors Asso- 
ciation (ADF), the Exhibitors Asso- 
ciation (Reichverband), Association 
of German Studios, German Union 
for Foreign Film Trade, Union of 
German Producers of Industrial and 
Educational Films, Raw Film, Sound 
and Technics Association, Labora- 
tory Association. All of these groups 
have representation in Spio, the 
general film trade body, besides 
their individual characters. 

Spio has organized a special com- 
mittee to carry out a number of im- 
portant trade buildup moves, in- 
cluding regulation of entrance prices 
to theatres; regulation of picture 
house seatage; elimination of un- 
fair competition in picture trade, 
which includes toning down of pub- 
licity methods that hurt opposition 
trade; control of financial relations 
between production, distribution and 
exhibition; final settlement of out- 
standing questions on sound appa- 
ratus licenses; arrangement of mu- 
sical royalties to do away with dis- 
putes; control of rent paid for pic- 
ture houses, and elimination of high 





production costs. 





Australian Film Industry Engaged 


In Its Greatest 





Pabst Set in Paris 


Paris, July 27. 
G. W. Pabst, one of the ace di- 
rectors fired out of Germany by 
Hitlerism, has set himself with Via 





Pictures, indie French firm, with 
distribution assured by Pathe- 
Natan. 


Pabst starts to work immediately 
on ‘Cette Nuit-La’ (‘That Night’), 
from a stage play thriller of the 
past season, with Julien Rosenberg 
and Madeleine Sora in the same 
parts they handled on the stage. 

Production at Pathe-Natan in 
Joinville 





Fight, to Cut Duty 


By ERIC GORRICK 


Sydney, July 8. 

Federal Government was defeated 
in the Senate by 22 to 7 on a dis- 
cussion relative to the reduction of 
the current film duty. The position 
at present reveals that. should the 
tax be reduced the loss in revenue 
would amount to $300,000 per year, 
and it is not likely that the govern- 
ment, as a whole, would be willing 
to forego the tax and suffer such a 
loss. 

Just to show how very bitter poli- 
ticians are towards the American 
interests, here are statements ut- 
tered following the defeat in Sen- 
ate: 

‘Government would not yield to a 


Continued on page 48) 





German government has asked 
Paramount to withdraw ‘Blonde 
Venus’ from the German market im- 
mediately and not show it any long- 


er. Picture had been censored and 
passed, but the permit is now re- 
voked. 
Official reason is that the story 
matter doesn’t measure up to pre- 
scribed German taste, but under- 
stood that actually it’s a Nazi slap 
at Marlene Dietrich, who is not con- 
sidered a friend to Germany. Likeli- 
hood is mentioned that all Dietrich 
pictures will be banned. 
Miss Dietrich, on her current Eu- 
ropean visit, has been carefully 
avoiding going into Germany and 
has informed her friends that she 
won't go there because afraid of the 
place under its current regime. 
Censor in Cermany continues 
tough on films, despite the growing 
dearth of product. Latest picture to 
come over and bump into a complete 
rejection is “Murders in the Zoo’ 
(Par). Censor said he didn’t like 
the story. 


2 Par Pix Banned 


Capetown, July 11. 

Hitherto, the Censor Board of 
Southern Rhodesia has not dealt 
hard with pictures for exhibition in 
that colony, and the surprise has 
been the banning of “Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde” as contrary to public in- 
terests or good morals. The film 
has been shown throughout other 
parts of South Africa, with the con- 
dition imposed that it be exhibited 
to adults only. 

‘An American Tragedy’ has been 
banned by the Cape Province Cen- 
sor Board. The novel, written by 
Theodore Dreiser was, it is stated, 
banned in the States, and described 
as ‘sordid and devastating.’ 


FRENCH PROD. OUTFIT 
IN 100% LIQUIDATION 


Paris, July 27. 


Braunberger-Richebe, which went 
into receivership about a year ago, 
is being entirely liquidated. New 
organization has been formed to 
take over the theatre holdings of 
the company which at one time were 
considerable and production will be 
done away with completely as a 
company function. New theatre 
holding company will be called So- 
ciete Sofrexci, with the Messrs, 
Gaetan and Boissiere as heads. 

Roger Richebe individually has 
formed another company, Societe 
Parisienne des Films Parlants, as a 
distribution outfit for the former 
B-R productions on a percentage 
basis. New organization will settle 
with creditors and will also dis- 
tribute any other indie product 
available, 

Pierre Braunberger, completely 
out of the new companies, is going 
into production on his own, allied 
with Alexander Nalpas for the mak- 
ing of at least one picture. 

Old B-R studios are on the open 
market for sale or lease. 


Jack Koerpel Succeeds 
Smith for UA in France 


Paris, July 28. 
The resignation of Guy Croswell 
Smith as Paris head of United Art- 
ists having taken effect July 20, 
Jack Koerpel is now installed as 
chief. A. W. Kelly in charge of for- 
eign interests from New York, in- 
tends to remain here at least two 
months, outlining expansion plans 

with Koerpel and Lacey Kastner. 
The project for producing in Paris 

















has been abandoned, but U.A. will 
distribute 12 British & Dominion 
features, including, ‘Bitter Sweet,’ 


‘Summer Lightning,’ ‘Knight of the 
Carter,’ ‘This Is a Good Girl’ and 
others; also five Alexander Korda 
productions. Korda is now scouting 





a cast for ‘Katherine the Great,’ 
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Talking Shorts 








HOLLYWOOD ON PARADE 
Novelty 
6 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

A postman is king in Hollywood, 
according to this episode of ‘Holly- 
wood on Parade.’ Richard Arlen 
shows him his home, Theda Bara 
confides in him, Mary Pickford 
drives him around, and Tom Mix 
tells him about the circus. 

Technically, of course, the post- 
man is just the weak link to provide 
this offering with an excuse and 
semblance of continuity. There are 
numbers of subiects o2 this kind in 
release now and the story may some 
day soon get + be an old one with 
fans. Waly. 


‘MEET THE CHAMP’ 
Walter Catlett and 
Eugene Palette 
Comedy; 20 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

A short doing a little exploring In 
the story field. Some one did a 
modicum of thinking this time, and 
instead of a bruiser at the county 
fair the champ turns out to be an 
expert milkmaid. 

For a time it’s funny, and that’s 
when it should quit, in one reel. 
With Catlett as trainer and Palette 
as the fast milker the cows are 
placed in a ring and the barnyard 
given a fistic atmosphere. Waly. 


‘LOST IN LIMEHOUSE’ 
Masquers’ Production 
Comedy; 30 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 

RKO 


Sherlock Holmes travestied. Com- 
edy values would be enhanced in 
half the running time. In its pres- 
ent length it wearies. 

Considerable production here and 
the cast, including Laura LaPlante, 
has found it easy to drift back to 
the old school of performance. 

The heroine, the keg of dynamite 
and last-minute rescue, the bun- 
gling ‘Sheerluck’ and the villain take 
their usual places. Waly. 


HARRY LANGDON 
‘Marriage Humor’ 
Comedy; 18 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

It doesn’t take much of a story 
to make the average short, but 
Harry Langdon and a novel gag 


provide ‘Marriage Humor’ with 
plenty of laughs. 
Running the slapstick gamut, 


usual dish and crockery heaving, 
Langdon and Vernon Dent wake up 
with a hangover and imagine they 
see kangeroos, ostriches, etc. Fora 
time the audience also thinks it is 
imagination, despite the appearance 
of the animals, until a tamer makes 
his appearance. 

Rows with their wives started the 
throwing and spree. Waly. 





‘20,000 Cheers for the Chain Gang’ 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone Nos. 1535-6 

Attempts are made to combine 
snatches of ‘20,000 Years in Sing 
Sing’ and ‘I Am a Fugitive from a 
Chain Gang’ into a travesty. While 
there is nothing subtle or especially 
clever about the burlesque, except 
the idea, the short has sufficient 
variety to pass muster. 

Singing sisters and dance teams 
are abundant, once the prison starts 
to reform. Before then the chain 
gang is shown escaping with guards 
using poodles as hounds. 

Warden in cut-away and prison- 
ers in stiff shirts get laughs at first. 

Waly. 


‘TINTYPES’ 
Family Album 
7 Mins.; Songs 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Master Arts 

Perfect diction of an off-screen 
singer of old songs. Little action, 
cast being posed in frames and 
moving about just enough to let 
audience know they’re ‘alive. A 
filler. Waly. 





ANOTHER LANGUAGE 


Metro production and release. Co-starring 
Helen Hayes and Robert Montgomery. Di- 
rected by Edward H, Griffith. From the 
Broadway stage success by Rose Franken, 
adapted by Herman J. Mankiewicz and 
Donald Ogden Stewart. Camera, Ray June; 
editor, Hugh Wynn. Associate producer, 
Walter Wanger. At Capitol, New York, 
commencing Aug. 4. Running time, 70 


ns. 
Stelia TIPTTPTTITI LT) Uk Helen Hayes 
VictOP. ccccccccseccosees Robert Montgomery 
*Mom’...cccecess eeoceces Louise Closser Hale 
JOLTY occccccesccces encccede 6eeses John Beal 
*"POp’ .coccepcecccscccccesesece Henry Travers 
Heelem. ..occcossccccccens Margaret Hamilton 
THOS. coc ccccccccecteces Willard Robertson 
GTACE. ccccsescccccccvosssssees Irene Cattell 
Paul ebcocsscceemevess Minor K. Watson 
Walter... ccecessosce beeseebeees Hal Dawson 
» | Perr eri rT Maidel Turner 


A very good picture that will get 
more than average box-office atten- 
tion. Helen Hayes and Robert 
Montgomery insure the marquee 
draw and E. H. Griffith’s filmization 


of this Broadway stage success will 
more than do the rest. 

The screen transition of Rose 
Franken’'s saga of the Hallam fam- 
ily is one of those ideal transmuta- 
tions which must do the heart of 
any Authors’ Leaguer good for it 
hasn't distorted the original. It has 
preserved most of the ingredients 
which first brought the stage ver- 
sion to favorable attention, and has 
embellished in just the right degree 
the extra little trimmings which 
only the latitude of the camera 
treatment affords. 

he late Louise Closser Hale is 
rightly sub—featured with the stellar 
pair, for her domineering Mother 
Hallam is the underlying reason for 
‘Another Language.’ The ‘Silver 
Cord’ strain which seeks to domin- 
ate her offspring, under the guise of 
parental consideration, is vividly 
gotten across from the first meeting 
of the returning honeymooners, 
Miss Hayes and Montgomery. 

The 100% Babbitry aspects of the 
entire Hallam clan will hit the hin- 
terlanders hard. It may perhaps 
have a very worthy influence in 
lightening many an absurd family 
situation where the mama’s selfish 
influence has created that great 
bugaboo of American domestic ex- 
istence—the in-laws. 

Everything about ‘Another Lan- 
guage’ is handled with intellect and 
due restraint. It’s not broadened 
even though opportunities present 
themselves and yet none of the 
effectiveness is held in check. The 
basic dramaturgical brush which 
first painted the stage picture of 
the Hallams has more or less in- 
sured against any Hollywood tam- 
pering, although adaptors Mankie- 
wiez and Stewart evidence no defi- 
ciences in adhering to and preserv- 
ing the basic premise. 

Along with the most prominent 
trio, the rest of the cast is well bal- 


aneed. John Beal as the lovesick 
Jerry alone, is from the original 
Arthur J. Geckhard Broadway pro- 
duction. 

Technically it’s all thoroughly 





competent. Perhaps the soft focus 
on some of those camera angles 
flatter Miss Hayes a bit more, but 
as with all of this excellent actress’ 
performances, her interpretative 
personality and characterization are 
ever-dominant above the superficial 


‘front.’ 

‘Another Language’ should do 
right smart by Metro and the ex- 
hibs. Abel. 


HER BODYGUARD 


B. P. Schulberg production and Para- 
mount __irrelease. Directed by William 
Beaudine. Edmund Lowe, Wynne Gibson 
featured. Adapted by Ralph Spence, Wal- 
ter DeLeon, Frank Partos and Frances 
Martin from story by Corey Ford. Music 
by Arthur Johnston, lyrics by Sam Cos- 


low. Leon Shamroy and Harry Fishbeck, 
photogs. At Paramount, New York, week 
Aug. 4. Running time, 71 minutes. 
Casey McCarthy.........++- Edmund Lowe 
Margot Brienne........+++.-+:; Wynn Gibson 
Orson Bitzer.....cscceess: Edward Arnold 
Balhyl0o ...ccrcccccccccccees Johnny Hines 
Dh. a ceevandne sed tsebassus Marjorie White 
Lester Cunningham........ Alan Dinehart 
Bunny Dare.......ccccccecs Fuzzy Knight 


Moderate entertainer that should 
strike about the same average on 
business, for which the dialog and 
direction can be thanked mostly. 
The story isn’t important and the 
title clearly tells what it’s about. 

Edmund Lowe is again a wise 
guy, this time a tough gent with 
artistic inclinations. He’s engaged 
to bodyguard a blonde actress by 
her sugar papa, ostensibly to pro- 
tect the family jools, but actually 
to keep a producer who’s on the 
make for her from getting no far- 
ther than third base. That the 
bodyguard will be head man at the 
finish is as hard to guess as the 
name of the famous Civil War gen- 
eral who’s buried in Grant’s Tomb. 

The burden of carrying this slim 
crate of a yarn over the rocks was 
left to the linemen and the megger, 
all of whom delivered first rate in 
their respective assignments. If 
nothing else, the plot did offer some 
soft chances for suappy, slangy 
writing, and the boys who worked 


on ‘Bodyguard’ didn’t pass up an 
opening. 
Johnny Hines and Marjorie 


White, as a stewed press agent and 
a small time four-a-dayer, respec- 
tively, do the low comedy, accom- 
panied by the customary smart 
aleck laugh stuff tossed at Lowe 
by the script. They help the pic- 
ture quite a bit. Lowe has a waltz 
all the way in a part that he knows 
backwards. His opposite, Wynne 
Gibson, is fine when just playing 
straight, but pretty bad when 
called upon for an s. and d. with 
Miss White. Director 3eaudine 
foresaw this, apparently, because 
at the start of the dance Miss Gib- 
son's negligee opens from the waist 
down and remains open until the 
departure for Buffalo. Thanks to 


the gam display the dancing itself 
may be generally overlooked. 
Bige. 








‘Another Language’ (Metro). 
Tiptop screen version of 
Broadway stage play. Helen 
Hayes and Robert Montgom- 
ery may have to get ’em in 
first, but it'll get more than 
average boxoffice attention on 
the whole. 

‘Her Bodyguard’ (Par). 
Dialog and pacing gives this 
trite story what moderate 
value it possesses as a picture. 


The Wrecker (Col). Lesser 
grind meller starring Jack 
Holt. 


‘No Marriage Ties’ (Radio). 
Indefinite story but Richard 
Dix name, plus some snap 
dialog, on advertising agen- 
cies, ought to help for mode- 
rate b.o. 

‘The Big Brain’ (Radio). 
Enough laughs to prove ad- 
equate diversion. George E. 
Stone, Fay Wray and Phillips 
Holmes head cast of known 
Support names. 

Mary Stevens, M. D. (WB). 
Good, big theatre adult en- 
tertainment. All-round § ex- 
ploitation, rather than name 
emphasis, best for returns. 
Not for children but okay 
adult fare, 7 

‘Fighting Parson” (Allied). 
Hoot Gibson in a_ western 
which is okay for its type. 

‘His Private Secretary’ 
(Showman). Familiar theme. 
but well developed and acted 
with spirit. Excellent indie. 











THE WRECKER 


Columbia production and release. Jack 
Holt starred. Story by Jo Swerling; adap- 
tation and direction by Albert Roge II. At 





the Rialto, N. Y., beginning Aug. 4 Run- 
ning time 70 mins. 

Pes 660 c cove ededevceneecess ces Jack Holt 

Genevieve Tobin 

eecces George E. Stone 

oe Sidney Blackmer 

CNUs bh cdnceers 6e06h0e84 eens ard Bond 


Ms 60.06 60360465640460064405 Irene White 
Chuck, Jr..Russell Waddle,Wallie Albright 
SN i64060600000040400668 6008 P. H. Levy 
Ds 002660 40006000000006008 Ed Le Saint 
Go 606006060b0000000 Clarence Muse 





Strictly old-fashioned melodrama. 
Can stand tightening up in a few 
spots, which lag conspicuously. 
There is enough action, however, 
to satisfy in.the lesser runs and 
neighborhoods, which comprise this 
picture’s audience jurisdiction. 
Whether an engineer, doctor or 
wrecker Jack Holt’s standard char- 
acterization takes care of them all. 

Story follows the lines of least re- 
sistance and the direction is loose. 
As the result, suspense throughout 
is light, mostly puffing up suddenly 
and petering out as rapidly in the 
following sequence. 

‘Abierose’ flavor is injected in the 


first reel when, quite clumsily 
staged, an accident brings Reagan 
and Shapiro together. George 


Stone’s interpretation of the junk- 
man is all right, but much of the 
dialog given him is not and as the 
result his part frequently suffers. 

Big scene is held for the last. Had 
anything like it been inferred 
earlier, audience expectation could 
easily have been arouged. But when 
the strong he-man doesn’t sock the 
pal he finds in his wife’s bedroom 
and just runs aways to become a 
bum, Holt admirers fold their hands. 

Suddenly, when finis is around the 
corner, the betrayer and the former 
Mrs. Reagan are pinned under the 
wreckage of a new _ schoolhouse, 
which Cummings has constructed. 
Reagan bobs up from nowhere, tells 
the police what to do, and scrambles 
up in a bosun’s chair to the top 
with the idea of completing the 
burial of the couple. Shapiro just 
as abruptly appears and sells Rea- 
gan on saving the couple. Justice 
immediately manifests itself in an- 
other earthquake. 

Genevieve Tobin and _ Sidney 
Blackmer as the unfaithful wife and 
friend, respectively, give perfunc- 
tory performances. Waly. 


FIGHTING PARSON 


Heffman production and Allied release. 
Stars Hoot Gibson, Directed by Harry 
Frazer. Story, Ed. Weston; Harry Mun- 
son, camera. Cast—Marceline Day, Ethel 
Wales, Robert Frazer, Stanley Blystone, 
Skeeter Bill Robbins. At Loew’s New 
York, N. Y., one day, Aug. 1, on double 
bill. Running time, 66 mins. 





Masquerade type of western in 
which Gibson is mistaken for a min- 
ister by a town expecting one to 
conduct a revival. Average photog- 
raphy, usual riding locales with a 
man-made landslide for the punch. 
Good run-of-mill product in its 
class, but defeats the effort to make 
it something better through injec- 
tion of more plot factors. Only the 
landslide sequence carries much 
suspense. It will be liked where 
they like the type, but not framed 
to create new customers for the 
style. 

Gibson plays smoothly and re- 
ceives the usual help from Robbins, 
but little from Marceline Day who 
doesn’t get a chance. Ethel Wales 
wasted through a poor aaa job. 

hic, 


Ruben. Screer 
Sam Mintz ani H. 


Directed by J. Walter 


play. Arthur Caesar, 
W Hanneman, from stage play by Arch 
Gaffney and Charles Curran. Camera, 
Henry Cronjager; associate producer, Wil- 
liam Goetz. At Radio City Music Hall, 
week Aug. 3. Running time, 73 mins. 

a SF rrr Richard Dix 
Teme Wis ecccccesecss Elizabeth Allan 
Perkins. Dinehart 
MAUMEOP . 2 00 00000 cegeeseseses David Landau 
COURONS . oo ce concseccsteseses Hilda Vaughn 
Deseeeceas Cavanaugh 
Adrienne Doris Kenyon 


This could have been a good pic- 
ture. It starts very well, gets 
somewhat tangled up and then 
finishes in the ruck. Evidently too 
many writers, the film never mak- 
ing up its mind as to what it in- 
tends to show. Despite which 
there're enough flip lines, a good 
idea and Dix’s name to steer the 
film for moderate returns. 

Picture comes from an _ unpro- 
duced Arch Gaffney play, ‘Ad-Man,’ 
which was a sort of ‘Once in A 
Lifetime’ on the ad_ business. 
Strong satire, it’s also biting and 
bitter for those who sell the public 
what it may not want. In its pic- 
ture transition it was evidently 
thought necessary to strengthen 
the love theme of the script so, 
after the first two reels, the foot- 
age becomes wrapped around an 
ordinary triangle. But it’s the ad- 
vertising angle that carries what 
kick is present, 

Dix is a newspaperman when the 
film starts, drunk and irresponsi- 
ble. He's fired for forgetting to 
cover the Dempsey-Tunney fight. 
In a saloon he bumps into an ad- 
vertising executive in need of slo- 
gans. Dix is overflowing with slo- 
gans. They partnership. The ad 
company becomes one of the big- 
gest because of Dix’s constant use 
of a fear campaign. Meantime, 
he’s met an understanding young 
girl who’s on her uppers and they 
also partnership without ceremony. 
Then he meets the head of a beau- 
ty company, beautiful and lone- 
some, wins her and throws over 
his first gal. Marriage is arranged 
by the new gal, who starts occu- 
pying most of his leisure time and 
taking away his freedom. He balks, 
tells her about the other kid and 
leaves. She kills herself. He quits 
the advertising business in disgust 
and goes back to the first gal. 

Dix isn’t either a newspaperman 
or an ad-man effectively. But he 
manages to fit minus any brillian- 
cy. Elizabeth Allan, as the young 
kid, is easy to look at but none too 
convincing. Doris Kenyon turns 
in the best performance. 

Some splendid dialog, especially 
in the early chapters, but the film 
is too confused for sock consump- 


tion. Kauf. 
THE BIG BRAIN 
RKO production and release, Features 


George E. Stone, Fay Wray and Phillips 
Holmes, Associate producer, Sam LDischoff. 
Directed by George Archainbaud, Story 
and dialog, Sy Bartlett; contiunity, War- 
ren B. Duff; film editor, Rose Loewinger; 
photography, Arthur Edeson; recording, 
Hans Weeren. At Roxy, N. Y., week Aug. 
4. Running time, 71 mins. 


BEAM WEP. cc ccccccssevess George E. Stone 
Terry Van Sloan........... Phillips Holmes 
Cynthia Glemnom...ccceccccssces Fay Wray 
Margy (manicurist)......... Minna Gombell 
Dorothy Norton... .cccccccccess Lilian Bond 
Lord Darlington.........+.- Reginald Owen 
Col. Higginbotham........Berton Churchill 
Lord Latham. .cecccecscccecs Reginald Mason 
BUCK BPOB. cccccccccevestvcsece Sam Hardy 
DUEIOT . cowcevéenwescassiesens Edgar Norton 
pi). Serre Chas. McNaughton 
Justice of Peace.......... Lucien Littlefield 


The comedy in this picture won't 
kill audiences with laughs, but it’s 
the element that counts here. The 
film rates as fairly good diversion. 
Not outstanding, but enough laughs 
to insure satisfaction. 

George Stone, Fay Wray and 
Phillips Holmes form the vanguard 
of a pretty good cast. With this 
support there won’t be many com- 
plaints. 

Stone is a fine fit as the barber 
who works his way into easy money 
as a fake stock promoter. Sensitive 
about his midget stature, it is partly 
this and the contrast of his gigantic 
undertaings that aid in toning the 
picture up in a comedy way. Do- 
ing the rough diamond is meat for 
Stone and he swaggers through a 
blustering asisgnment satisfac- 
torily. 

Miss Wray does a social register 
girl who can’t be won over by a 
cash register sales talk, finally turn- 
ing the little Napoleon over to the 
cops. She plays with reserve and 
enough flavor without indulging in 
any laugh antics. 

When not from other directions, 
most of the laughs come from Reg- 
inald Owen as a phoney English 
lord who ties with Stone on a Rou- 
manian oil promotion and eventual- 
ly lands in jail, too. 

Phillips Holmes does the rich 
man’s son who's taken into the 
swindling racket in belief it’s on the 


level. Holmes isn’t in the action 
as much as Owen, which is fortu- 
nate in that the picture turns out 


to be a comedy rather than a seri- 
ous expose on stock swindling 
schemes. 

In chasing laughs story often be- 


entertainment is in the comedy 





There's little else. Char. 


Adapted by Rian James from Virginia Kele 


logg’s novel At the Strand, N. Y., bee 
ginning Aug. 3 Running time, 71 mins 

Mary Stevens... Kay Francis 
Seats  AMGPOWE. cc cccesesese Lyle Talbot 
CPOOUIER . cccscctdecdovosccce Glenda Farrell 
BAN TRAGER. oo ccc csécgrsesces Thelma Todd 
Mrs. Simmons.............- Una O'Connor 
Walter Rising........... Charlies Wilson 
Mr. Simmons .. Hobart Cavanaugh 
BOP co acecbcccesoccoeccecesss Harold Huber 
UND. bi ccéscnccccscvcseecseces George Cooper 
Se. BD bess ces oeeesecs cece John Marston 
PPT Tri toe Christian Rub 
Hospital Superintendent...Reginald Mason 
See, GORE so Kb ackdaesévsccseses Walter Walker 
Mins Gordon. ....scsecccsccccecssd Ann Hovey 


Exceptionally good adult enter- 
tainment, with a pronounced fem- 
inine appeal, ‘Mary Stevens, M.D.’ 
should show nice profits both ways. 
It is ideal material for the bigger 
keys in particular. 


The picture is beyond the com- 
prehension of children, but it will 
edify adults. Rian James definitely 
establishes himself with the dialog. 
Crisp, forceful and _ scintillatingly 
humorous, it provides the feature 
with more laughs than the average 
comedy, although it is essentially 
drama. . 
Kay Francis is always dignified, 
yet very personable, as Dr. Stevens. 
Her announcement a year before 
her marriage that she is going to 
have a baby, therefore, carries a 
minimum of provocation. She avails 
herself of an unusual opportunity in 
this which should add considerably 
to her popularity. Not over-strong 
right now, as the single big name 
in the cast, exhibitors, in order to 
get the most out of the run, should 
take this into consideration and 
stress the merits of the picture as a: 
whole. 

Comedy depends upon Glenda 
Farrell. As the saucy but under- 
standing office nurse, she is pert 
and shows smart dialog to excellent 
advantage. 

Lyle Talbot as the socially am- 
bition dector—partner of Stevens, 
lacks warmth as a running mate for 
Miss Francis. 

Death of her infant son from 
paralysis on a liner, after she has 
saved two children from the steer- 
age, affords a feeling climax. Tempo 
is worked up by dispatch of serum 
by plane from the shore. 

Conventional wind-up of Andrews 
divorcing his first wife and marry- 
ing Stevens, should also satisfy 
most censor arguments. Waly. 


MEET MY SISTER 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, July 27. 


Pathe production, releasing throu 
Pathe Pictures, Ltd. Directed by Joh 
Daumery. Cast: Clifford Molieon. Cone 


stance Shotter, Fred Duprez, Enid Stampe- 
Taylor and others. Length. 6,300 feet, ap- 


prox. Previewed Phoenix theatre, London, 
July 26. 
Some years ago this reviewer 


touted Clifford Mollison ag the best 
light comedian in musical comedy 
in England. He’s now a film candi- 
date of the same calibre. 

In this picture he plays the role 
of a bankrupt lord who is about to 
be married to the daughter of an 
American millionaire manufacturer. 
When the story opens he is trying 
to break with his mistress, and 


thereby ensues a series of complica- 
tions that make for good farce. 
Plenty of hoke, but done in a class 
manner without vulgarity or slap- 
stick. 

Several women in the cast who 
acquit themselves with credit, but 
the only other outstanding artist is 
Fred Duprez as the American. Du- 
prez knows farce backward. He can 
set a pace that keeps the remain- 
der of the cast on its toes. He does 
so in this picture. 

Distinguished settings and intel- 
ligent direction. ‘Meet My Sister’ 
shoulc take well both here and in 
America. Jolo. 


His Private Secretary 


Screencraft production and Showman re- 





lease. Features Evalyn Knapp and Jobn 
Wayne. Directed by Philip H. Whiteman. 
Story by Lew Collins. Continuity, Jack 
Natteford; Abe Scholtz, camera. Cast— 
Alec B. Francis, Arthur Hoyt, Reginald 
Barker. At Loew's New York, N. Y., one 
day, Aug. 1, on double bill. Running time, 
68 mins. 

Creditable production of the 


standard idea in which the girl who 
marries the rich young blade gets 
a job with her father-in-law to in- 
gratiate herself and prove she is no 
gold-digger. No new angles, but a 
fair treatment deftly directed and 
well played. 

Sound very bad in spots and ap- 





} 


| 
| 
| 
| 


icis also 


comes far-fetched or satirical. The|the new type of indie which is run 


parently inherent in the film and 
not due to the projection here. Pho- 
tography excellent and mounting 
above indie average. 

Evalyn Knapp and John Wayne 
manage to iivanize their stencil 


characters and Reginald Barker, ag 
the tough parent, is remarkably 
rood Arthur Hoyt and Alec Frane 
help. A good example of 


fattened budget 
something 


ym i 


in the hope 
of doing Chic 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Some day someone’s going to 
erect a monument to the Roxyettes. 


Certainly there’s never has been 
a corps at any theatre that’s been 
more responsible for saving shows 
than this line of girls. Every time 
there’s any doubt—bring on the 
girls. And it works. It works this 
week, for instance, 

The current show is pretty much 
a humdrum affair, though plenty 
colorful from a staging standpoint. 
No names or talent of any sort to 
supplement the regular house peo- 
ple and they’re not really missed. 
Though what the show would be 
without that exceptional line of 
leg-swinging children is just a hor- 
rible dream. 

Show’s in two parts, ‘Milady’s 
Fan’ and ‘Revue Paree.’ First sec- 
tion is programmed as a Spanish 
Fantasy and is quite pretty. Viola 
Philo sings a number and Pat Bow- 
man does a swell Spanish dance in 
front of the Roxyettes, who are 
Spanish for the moment. Ballet 
corps and singing chorus are in 
for effects but it’s the dancing that 
counts. 

Newsreel breaks the thing here 
and the second half of the show 
starts with a garret -window in 
which Viola Philo and George 
Meyer are making ‘Parlez Moi 
d’Amour’ into a duet. Miss Philo’s 
end is okay and the tune is pretty 
enough to carry, Garret moves up 
slowly, with the couple still sing- 
ing until an entire French cafe 
scene is visible. Nicely staged, 
looks pretty authenic and plenty 
flashy. 

Paul Draper steps out of the 
crowd to do one of his nice tap 
numbers and disappears with Miss 
Philo coming back to sing the song 
out of ‘Congress Dances’ in a 
French translation. Anyway, the 
chorus joins in, there’s a flash of 
the inevitable apache and_ the 
stages revolve in what has become 
the customary RC fashion for what 
is intended to be the inside of the 
cafe. Except that it doesn’t look 
like the inside of any cafe that ever 
was or will be. 

More singing by Miss Philo (this 
time an indistinguishable operatic 
aria), Claire Madjette, Caroline 
Andrews and George Meyer. More 
dancing by Miss Bowman and 
Draper. The Corps de Ballet, the 
Roxyettes and the Choral Ensemble, 
this time spread all along both 
outside walls of the theatre almost 
up to the mezzanine. None of it 
too good, none of it too bad, all of 
it quite flashy—and those Roxy- 
ettes, 

Only really bad flaw in the show 
comes from the least expected 
source, the orchestra. Erno Rapee, 
credited with being the conductor, 
was not waving the stick the night 
caught. But the fault can’t be ex- 
cused by that. Overture was ‘Puc- 
ciniana,’ meaning a medley of Puc- 
cini airs and arias. Beautiful mu- 
sic with sufficient variations pos- 
sible for anybody. The orchestra, 
too, is big enough and fine enough, 
to allow for almost anything. But 
somebody completely miscalculated 
the theatre’s acoustics. With more 
than 30 violins and a dozen or more 
extra strings it’s inconceivable 
that the trumpets and  Dbrasses 
should predominate, but they do. 
Entire effect is harsh and brash. 
There’s a constant biare. The 
strings, even, come out taut when 
alone. With one of the finest the- 
atre orchestras in the world, the 
overture sounds very much like 
that given by a circus band. 


‘No Marriage Ties’ (Radio) on 
the screen. Kauf. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


Emerging from the final show of 
the opening (Friday) night, one of 
the asst. managers made small- 
talk with the girl in the box office 
that ‘it’s certainly been a busy day 
and sure looks like some swell busi- 
ness.” To which the girl in the b.o. 
replied, ‘Yep, it’s about time.’ 

Plenty of trade at the Cap the 
opening day, from 11:30 a. m. on 
and should hold up, possibly into 
a holdover. At a half hour before 
the noontime opening the cop was 
squawking to Manager Emmett 
that the line was too long around 
the corner and Manager Emmett 
suggested they make it a four- 
abreast lineup instead of double. 


Robert Montgomery is the two- 
ply pull, in person and on the 
screen. Helen Hayes is co-starred 
with him in the filmization of ‘An- 
other Language’ (Metro). 

Show is very oke all ‘round, and 
tops the recent weeks’ high-cal- 
ibred presentations at the Capitol. 
Something has been happening to 
the Cap stage shows of late for 
they've been perked up surprisingly, 
with a beaucoup value impression. 


Lots of behind-the-foots’ hors 
d'ouvres and all quality. 
Montgomery, Irene Purcell, Joe 


Penner, Sims and Bailey, the Ches- 
ter Hals Girls and Phil Spitalny 
maestroing the Capitol orchestra 
are the presentations components. 
It builds up nicely to Montgomery 
who finales with the fight scene 
from Noel Coward's ‘Private Lives’ 
which he did on the screen. Miss 
Purcell, from stage and pix, who 
appeared with Montgomery in ‘The 
Man in Possession’ foils: capably in 
this scene, which is capitally done 





and brought the stage portion to a 
corking climax. 

The Hale Girls, 24 of ‘em, in 
chefs’ get-up, cook up what's to 
follow. Joe Penner makes his first 
appearance pronto and works in 
and out of it with his straight. 

Phil Spitalny in a pretentious 
musical overture was the real 
starter-offer with a nifty Victor 
Herbert medley, then ‘Tiger Rag’ 
and capped by a well-turned ‘Mu- 
sical Tour of New York.’ Idea has 
been touched on before but never 
been as effectively developed as by 
Spitainy. It was a show-stopper, 
with special tribute to that accor- 
dionist-songstress, Ethel Pastor, in 
the finaleing magyar episode. 

Penner, who only the night be- 
fore did his stuff on the NBC air 
waves as part of Vallee’s Fleisch- 
mann variety hour, was readily re- 
callable to the Capitol audience 
with his duck-soup routine and 
harelip delivery. Penner incident- 
ally seems set for the air thing as 
a further builder-upper for his 
stage values. 

Also from the air, Lee Sims and 
Tlomay Bailey, making a quick re- 
turn, are set for three weeks and 
possibly more under a new build- 
up idea by Louis K. Sidney. The 
pianologist and his attractive sing- 
ing spouse made much better im- 
pression with a superior selection 
of songs. Their manner of pre- 
sentation is still somewhat chau- 
tauqua and  anti-climatical, al- 
though effective, in that Miss 
Bailey first sings, then pauses as 
Sims reels off some fancy ivory- 
tickling (than which there is no 
whicher). She then finales that 
particular song presentation with 
her now familiar high-pitched so- 
pranoing. The high-register war- 
bling brought them to attention 
when first on the Fleischmann and 
now regularly on the Chase & San- 
born Lahr-coffee hour of Sundays. 

A suggestion might be for her 
to get one or two numbers over 
and then exit to permit Sims his 
Steinway opportunities. This fam- 
ily desire for an exact even-split- 
ting of stage chores is highly com- 
mendable but not particularly good 
show business. 

Last show Friday night had the 
$1.65 loges jammed with tags is- 
sued to the reserved-seat custom- 
ers to wait their turns for seats. 





Abel. 
ACADEMY, N. Y. 
House must depend on ‘Double 


Harness’ (WB), the screen attraction 
this week. Little hope can be held 
out for the vaudeville. It offers 
nothing as draw, besides playing 
weakly on the stage. It's one of the 
mildest of the RKO shows booked 
into this spot, and if at all, should be 
on the shorter half of the week in- 
stead of over Saturday and Sunday. 

They couldn't have talked about 
the vaudeville that quick, but Sat- 
urday afternoon found the Academy 
at about its emptiest ever. Added 
to which the small audience found 
little of interest, from indications. 
Even in the summer this house 
sometimes gets a pretty good play 
on Saturday matinees. Maybe of 
late they're getting more shopping- 
minded and won’t come in unless 
the stage show looks to have some- 
thing of special interest to arouse 
curiosity. 

Headlining are Ernie Golden's or- 
chestra and Joe Browning. Brown- 
ing was standard for years, but he 
has done that sermon thing so long 
and so much of it is old stuff by 
now that the Saturday afternoon 
audience down here failed to relish 
it. 

Browning has some new material, 
including a preface around such 
topical matters as the president's 
effort to create more jobs, bombing 
of New York stock exchange, etc., 
but most of the old monolog still 
sticks. In the selling, Browning 
has changed. 

Golden brings forth his radi> and 
recording orchestra, well known 
around, including in vaudeville, and 
while a fairly good musical outfit, 
it failed to show to best advantage 
down here. Golden’s outfit is set 
on a pretty bare stage is the first 
handicap. In entertainment appeal 
the attraction is also at odds, the 
specialty people carried being con- 
siderably this side of sockful. 

Ted and Kathryn Andrews, 
teamed up, do a couple dance num- 
bers of which the shim-sham-shim- 
my is best, but not excitable. Two 
singles are also in the act, an acro- 
batic dancer and a singer, neither of 
whom impress as other than mod- 
erately fair. 

Joe Kelso (New Acts) is in the 
center in his novelty magical three- 
act, with two comedians for laughs. 
Kelso seemed to get over better 
than any of the other four turns on 
the show. 

Aside from the slight comedy 
aroused by Browning’s droll chat- 
ter, what Kelso dished out was 
about all there was in the way of 
laughs. 

No. 2 act, Margot and Libby Rob- 
bin (New Acts), two girls doing 
impressions without much finish or 
finesse. Their diction is particular- 
ly bad. 

Opener, Five Wonder Girls, dance 
quintet, who scored pretty well, 
winding up with a fast group num- 


ber. This act looks like one that 
has been around under another 
name Char. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Paramount is splitting its stage 
show into sections this week, first 
part for the entertainment proper 
and second part for the personal 
appearance of the almost-around- 
the-world fiyer, Smiling Jimmy 
Mattern. For real entertainment 
the house is depending on Venita 
Gould, Eleanor Powell and Georges 
Metaxa. Congiomeration makes 
for a fair show, which about equals 
the rating of the current picture, 
‘Her Bodyguard’ (Par). 

Mattern (New Acts) at $1,500 
and a percentage split is in strictly 
to draw business, Little evidence 
of a pull Friday night. The fiyer 
is on for about 15 minutes with 
a straight man-narrator, this run- 
ning time including a brief screen 
introductory of newsreel clips. He 
makes a nice appearance and im- 
pression on his own, but whoever 
wrote the script just about wrote 
Jimmy Mattern out of considera- 
tion for important stage purposes. 

Venita Gould, who now goes the 
other mimics one better by doing 
the imitation first and then letting 
‘em guess, is doing a Mae West 
here this week. That explains the 
return booking of Metaxa, who was 
here with Miss West a couple of 
months ago, but it doesn’t explain 
Metaxa’s additional m.c.’ing in di- 
alect. It harms the show. 


On her voice and from the back 
of the theatre Miss Gould is Miss 
West’s double in spades. With 
Metaxa she’s repeating the boudoir 
scene played by Metaxa and West 
in the same house. Many in the 
audience recognized it, according 
to the reception and response. Pre- 
viously, out before the drapes, Miss 
Gould had enjoyed her usual suc- 
cess with the Arliss, Pitts and 
other takeoffs, but the Westisms 
were the real clincher. 

Eleanor Powell, the girl buck 
and winger who dances like a man, 
would have done more had the Fri- 
day evening audience had its way, 
but the house cut it short after 
two numbers. She opens in front 
of the Alton Girls, house line, and 
then goes it once alone. The girls 
return later to background Leon 
and Taylor, adagio foursome of 
three men and a girl, latter of 
whom gets tossed around like a 
hot potato. It’s a sensational sort 
of turn and capable of still draw- 
ing audience gasps, despite that 
adagio stuff is supposed to have 
long since lost its kick. 

George Campo is billed but didn’t 
show at the performance caught. 
No replacement, with the show 
running long enough, anyway. 

The Crawfords are back together 
again at the double console. Jesse 
Crawford’s been in Europe. His 
slides are full of ‘I'm glad to be 
home’ lyrics, special and otherwise, 
all of which the Par audience ate 
up. Between the Crawfords’ or- 
panlog and the pit overture con- 
ducted by Emory Deutsch, who 
solos on the fiddle, lies much of the 
strength in the current Paramount 
show. Rather than trimmings this 
week the house stuff is the most 
important part of the entertain- 
ment. Bige. 


MET, BROOKLYN 


They're looking to Primo Carnera 
to do big things for them here this 
week. He’s in on a similar deal 
they gave him at the State in Man- 
hattan four weeks before, $2,500 and 
a percentage, Judging from the at- 
tendance at the second Saturday 
matinee the big boy should do well 
by both the house and himself. 
Population of this borough includes 
lots of his countrymen and at the 
aforesaid matinee they were there 
in heavy percentage, with a goodly 
portion of these made up of a class 
not doing the Met at as a regular 
thing. He even drew the gray- 
tressed femmes of the tribe, 

Along with the champ they’ve 
booked in one of those so-so bills. 
For those whose main point of in- 
terest was the mastodon plier of the 
dukes sitting through much of what 
came before likely proved an ordeal. 
On the screen there's ‘The 
Stranger’s Return’ (Metro). 

Presentation of the Carnera do- 
ings is not as stiff and formal here 
as at the State. There’s more of the 
fierce grunting and scowling and 
general conveying of the freak 
facets of the attraction and less of 
the silly quizzing about age, predi- 
lections and whatnot. Harry Rose 
doubles over with the next to clos- 
ing spot and helps lift the Preem’s 
contribution to the proportions of a 
wallop of a comedy act. For the 
fadeout punch Rose dons a pair of 
trunks with a big red ribbon ap- 
pended and clowns with Carnera 
through a set of fisticuffs. tose 
here fully justified his inclusiofr'Tn 
the bill. 

In the preceding niche Rose did 
well enough by himself and gath- 
ered the giggles. 

Deuce inning had Smith and Hart 
working hard at their tomfoolery 
and frequently scoring. Filling in 
as the fifth act, was the Carrie, 
Eddy and Sarnoff filash, with a 
mixed trio uncorking some deft 
adagio acrobatics, Alfred Brower 
still specializing in the hock step 
and a Russian dialect m.c. doing an 
unfunny job for the major part of 








the act’s proceedings. Odec. 








NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


Several live ones at the Embassy 
in a program that rates high for this 
time of the year. It is well knitted 
and edited throughout. 

Embassy gave kidnapping consid- 
erable play. While both houses had 
the return of O'Connell and the 
warning of the U. S. Attorney Gen- 


eral, Embassy used a close-up of 
McGee, first napper to get the death 
sentence. There was applause when 
the prosecutor urged capital punish- 
ment be adopted by all states as 
the penalty for this crime. Pathe 
gave the O'Connell clip special in- 
terest when its reporter stated the 
Albany politician was still under 
influence of narcotics administered 
by abductors. 

Both houses remembered the re- 
cent tropical heat, and all reels dug 
into their vaults. F-H, however, 
made a one-reeler of weather, lead- 
ing off with new material of kids 
and fire hoses and winding up 
with zoos and th3 poles. Fats 
McManus, reporter, added con- 
siderable to the entertaining qual- 
ities of this subject with his gibes. 

They're laughing outright at 
Mayor O’Brien in the Emb this 
week. It’s been threatening for a 
long time. Like Al Smith’s ‘raddio’ 
the IAayor has declared himself for 
one. His pronunciation of aviation 
reproduces in this manner—aviaa 
(intermission) shun. They let the 
Mayor talk in welcoming James 
Mattern. But with the Mollisons, 
Amy did all the talking, while the 
Mayor wiped his brow. Mrs. Mol- 
lison should be able to crack Holly- 
wood, anytime, now. She has a 
certain kind of ‘it’ new to Ameri- 
can audiences, and they like and 
recognize it, as proven by the ap- 
plause. 

At the Luxer Pathe has an ex- 
clusive map study and lecture by 
Mattern on his flight. Embassy Sat. 
mat, audience must have been in an 
irreverent mood. It received 
Aimee’s blessing from Los Angeles 
with giggles and it roared through 
several clips at the honest popcorn 
vendor in Rye who found a pearl 
necklace, turned it in without know- 
ing its value, and finally decided to 
let reward money rust in the bank. 

Probably the most sensational of 
tennis subjects brought to the 
screen was the fainting of Elisworth 
Vines. Camera followed him from 
a fall to the collapse. Opening of 
track at Saratoga was also well 
covered, crew getting focal range 
so as to have audience feel it was 
riding neck and neck with the win- 
ner, Vanderbilt yacht race at New- 


TRANSLUX 


Stirring views of striking Penn- 
sylvania miners hurling stones are 
in marked contrast to the NRA sen- 
timent and insignia widely public- 
ized by Pathe on the Luxer screen, 
Benefits of the new deal are told by 
various employees. Covering the 
other side of the story seems a com- 
mendable habit of the Pathe boys. 
Everyone suddenly remembered 
Pussyfoot Johnson when Pathe re- 
vived him this week. His prediction 
that the country would go on ‘a five- 
year drunk’ and then return to its 
senses would have been better ap- 
preciated in the Embassy than the 
Luxer. 
Paramount’s coverage of Agua 
Caliente’s first ostrich race, with 
jockeys being precipitated at every 
other foot, provided a different sub- 
ject and some worthwhile laughs. 
Chiropractors’ idea of a Venus, like 
French jousting and McPherson, is 
getting to be as regular as beauty 
contests. 
Any gymnast who will go in for 
oddities is certain of attracting 
Universal's attention. Currently it 
has a muscle man doing tricks 
above a Colorado gorge. While in 
the air U also caught the plane 
which picked up mail at Washing- 
ton while traveling at great speed. 
Pathe sent a cameraman down to 
view the wreck of a treasure ship. 
Hither it cut the footage too closely 
or else the worker didn’t have many 
opportunities. The audience found 
it nothing like Hollywood's under- 
water depiction of wrecks. Cere- 
mony of the King’s swans and a 
glee club were English offerings. 
Pathe included in the program a 
special on the World’s Fair. This 
is the most complete coverage yet 
turned in from Chicago. It incor- 
porates many slants which have 
been seen by audiences before and 
at the same time has originality. 
Subject of this kind, however, can 
do more to sell the Fair than all of 
the billboards and publicity. Wely. 





port was also exciting and an ex- 
cellent camera job. 

Embassy led off with arrival of 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt at 
Hyde Park. It followed this with an 
appeal by Mrs. Roosevelt to -the 
small employer on the NRA pro- 
gram. 

Other Emb clips, and a Magic 
Carpet, ‘Alpine Echoes,’ included: 
Al Smith and Joe Laurie, Berlin 
cops, international police chief con- 
vention, rodeo, French jousting, 
Schmelling and tride, champagne. 

Waly. 





ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn woke up this week end, 
with all theatres coming out of the 
slough and grosses jumping in all 
houses. Albee got its share, Sat- 
urday matiness business being big. 
Good deal of that is due to George 
Raft’s Brooklyn pull, film being 
‘Midnight Club’ (Par). Show is 
comparatively ordinary. 


Phil Fabello, for his overture, puts 
on a masterly musical interpreta- 
tion of Paul Whiteman’s career, 
which is in good taste on the week 
when Whiteman realized one of his 
greatest ambitions, his orchestra 
being combined with the Philhar- 
monic of New York for a Stadium 
concert, 


Sammy Krevoff starts proceed- 
ings. His is one of the best dance 
acts in vaudeville and it seemed 
a shame to have him start the 
show. With the current lineup of 
acts there happens to be no other 
suitable spot for Krevoff, but that’s 
still unfair. Lester Cole with his 
12 vocalists closes the show. Cole 
has played the Albee twice before 
this year and has been at the Par- 
amount, around the corner. His act 
was only a fair one at best, his pro- 
gram of four songs being badly 
chosen and poorly routined. 

In the deuce is Frank Richardson, 
whose coon shouting goes under 
the head of singing these days. 
Nice snappy routine of numbers, 
pleasant personality and speed put 
Richardson over pretty solidly. Al- 
most a show stopper. 

Irene Rich centers the show in 
an anaemic dramatic sketch. May- 
be her name means something at 
the box office. That would be an 
excuse for the turn. Next to shut 
is held by Medley and Duprey, 


noisy low comedy turn. Show 
needed noise at about this stage 
of affairs, so swell. 

Not the least disturbing thing 
about Cole’s closing turn is that he 
starts things by singing ‘Eli Eli.’ 
Iixcuse for that seemingly ig that 
his choir and he have a bunch of 
Arabian costumes to use and the 
Arabian costumes fit over. the 


soldier suits they use later on and 
the only song Cole can think of that 
fits Arabian costumes is ‘Eli Eli.’ 
It fits about as well as the soldier 
suits do for the next number, ‘River, 





Stay Away from My Door.’ Kawf. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Outside of the fact that the show 
runs longer than the recent Club 
Osterman, VARirTy’s cub columnist 
demonstrates that as a newspaper 
man he is an ace master of cere- 
monies. He should be by this time. 
Look at the number of benefits he's 
played this season. Anyhow, the 
Jack Osterman show at the State 
frames as good entertainment and 
when it gets down to right length 
it is likely to turn out one of the 
best in spite of the fact that out- 
side of Osterman, the Diamond Boys 
are the biggest name on the bill, 
with no sock femme name to draw 
and for Osterman to play with; not 
that he doesn’t make the most of 
his opportunities with what he has. 
Opening show stretched over two 
hours, Jack forgetting it was not 
another benefit. Second show was 
about 95 min., with the aim to cut 
to 65, which could be done if he 
remembers it’s a schedule show and 
rane get too many encores for the 
urns. 


Osterman cuts his own turn down 
to the bone, just a little chatter, 
with ‘Stringing Along on a Shoe- 
string’ over for average and an 
imitation of a Harlem hi-yeller girl 
singing ‘Brother Can You Spare a 
Dime’ that’s a gem. He should hold 
that back to walk off with. For the 
rest he pervaded the show, introing 
the acts and bringing them back for 
a nod or an encore. 

Opening is Burno, Whiteside and 
Anita, three girl dancers, a male 
dancer and pianist who plays the 
accompaniments with gestures. He 
gets more enthusiastic than the au- 
dience does over the bits. Under 
New Acts, since the formation and 
title have been changed. 

Deuce goes to Alice Dawn, out of 
musical comedy and only in her sec- 
ond week in vaude. Also under New 


Acts. Osterman got her on and off 
nicely and did a bit of clowning 
with her, but it takes a seasoned 


trouper to stooge for his rough 
comedy and he was easy on the 
newcomer, though effective enough. 

Stratford and Mayberry, who are 
the seventh or seventeenth team of 
girls to do the walking back from 
a ride gag, got few laughs during 
the turn but did surprisingly well 
on the exit. One of the girls has 
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rhas 
assured his theatre of a place in 
the sun by making Columbia pro- 
|ductions the keystone of his coming 
season’s program. The prominent 
exhibitors listed on the left are only 
'a few of the vast army who’ve 
joined the march toward Greater 
/ Box Office by signing 100% solid 
- \for Columbia Pictures—and the list 





jis growing to tremendous propor- 





_|tions! Get in the Profit Parade by| 








_ | signing for Columbia NOW! 
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Do It Now 


It may seem a bit early, but right 
now is the time to have the heating 
gystem overhauled against next fall. 
Just as the first few warm days are 
important to a theatre as influenc- 
ing a summer habit, so the chilly 
theatre on the first cold snap may 
create a repellant association of 
ideas in the minds of many patrons. 

Be all ready to fire up the first 
frosty morning, even though it may 
mot be necessary to run the fire 
more than an hour or two to tase 
the chill off the house. And when 
this is done it’s no time to be dis- 
covering that a gauge glass was 
broken, a gasket needs adjusting, or 
the radiator valves will not work. 

It might be possible to work 4 
scheme regularly used by one live 
wire. About the middle of August 
he calls in the steamfitter and for 
a couple of weeks permits him a 
sign in front of the house reading, 
‘We are overhauling the heating 
system of this theatre. Now is the 
time to prepare for cold weather. 
(Why not let us look over your 
beater, too?” The name and busi- 
ness address follow. 

Not only advertises the theatre’s 
preparedness, but brings a cut in 
the charge, since the mechanic finds 
he picks up a lot of other orders 
within the next week or two. 





Professional Show 

Ted Toddy, in his well-edited 
house organ for Columbia’s Atlanta 
exchange, reports a neat stunt 
worked by Vic Meyers in the Or- 
pheum theatre, New Orleans, for 
‘Ann Carver's Profession.’ 

Hooking to the title, he contacted 
the Professional Women’s club for 
a display of work by its members 
along art lines, and built on this 
with local schools and colleges, get- 
ting an art exhibit that made a fine 
display in the theatre. 

Display included paintings, draw- 
ings, pottery, statuary and needle- 
work done by New Orleans women, 
and several women set up temporary 
studios in the theatre where they 
worked at their various professions 
to engage the interest of younger 
women, 

The idea is good in any town and 
@oes not even require a ‘profes- 
gional’ title, though that will help. 
‘And even in the larger town there 
is a swell chance to make the news- 
papers for a couple of columns in- 
stead of a couple of inches. 


Improving Raffles 
Generally a street Raffles is tied 
Into some newspaper and it required 
that to win a prize the accoster be 
provided with a late edition of the 
©eo-operating sheet, 
Lately a manager was unable to 





eet a newspaper to come into the] 


gag, and he got the idea of limiting 
the contest to ‘detectives’ who wore 
their badge openly diszsiayed. 

‘The badges wore pasteboard discs 
supplied by the theatre to all who 
made application at the box office 
before the house opened. Some 


“6,000 were printed up, but even at 


that the supply ran out and more 
had to be hustled along. 

Badge read to the effect that the 
wearer was empowered as a detec- 
tive to arrest only the person 
sought. About half the town wore 
the badges for three days, and it 
proved a better ad than the usual 
newspaper hook-up because the 
picture was more constantly in 
mind. 





Prismatic Hen 


Now and then a picture comes 
along which does not seem to lend 
itself to promotional stunts and the 
average sales promoter is on the top 
branch of a tall tree. 

One chap climbed down with the 
aid of a chicken. There was a 
large dead space in the lobby, in 
which he installed a sizable pen in 
which he put a chicken with its 
white plumage liberally spotted 
‘with red, blue and green dye. Over 
in a corner of the coop was a straw 
nest containing six eggs of different 
colors. Over the top was a legend, 
‘Prismatic hen from Pernambuco. 
She lays colored eggs. Kindly loaned 
by Miss Sally Flash, now appearing 
in ‘Choked in the Subway’.’ 

Not only gave him a laugh that 
s0ld a lot of tickets, but also sup- 
plied his Sunday dinner. 





New Co-op Idea 


No, that’s not a misprint. There’s 
actually a new idea in co-ops, It’s 
lugged in by Ben M. Cohen, who 
officiates at the State theatre, South 
Manchester, N. H. It’s available to 
any house which uses advertising 
Slides on the screen or is willing to 
do so in return for a big wad of 
publeity. 

Newspaper runs a cover head, in 
this instance three cols wide, with 
‘This week's Manchester shoppers’ 
Specials,’ with mention of the bar- 
gains ‘as advertised in this space 
and on the screen of the State the- 
atre.’ Cohen gives the slides free in 





return for a two tens as a display 
ad and another 10 inches of notes 
about the coming attractions. 

The idea is that the advertisers 
will fall harder for the advertising 
man if he can toss in theatre pub- 
licity—and it is the only way to get 
to the screen. It’s great small-town 
stuff and not so poor in larger spots. 
And it’s the first new slant on co- 
ops reported in a long, long time. 


Built Up 

For a dozen years many managers 
have been making a practice of 
sending 2 pair of admissions to all 
newcomers to the town or the city 
sector in which the theatre is lo- 
cated. It’s accompanied by a letter 
of welcome and the hope that the 
recipient will like the theatre and 
become a regular. Names are pro- 
cured from renting agents, stores 
and laundries. Generally the rent- 
ing agent knows first. 

In the last six months a new 
scheme has come through. One 
alert manager sends a round robin 
letter in which the stranger is wel- 
comed not only to the theatre, but 
to the naborhood stores. After 
speaking up for the theatre, the let- 
ter runs on: ‘Not only do we hope 
that you will enjoy the fine shows 
at the theatre, but we feel certain 
you will be delighted with our smart 
shops. For instance, there are al- 
ways real bargains at the Blue 
Front Grocery,’ with mention of a 
meat market, a wet wash laundry, a 
notions store and other shops. 

Down at the bottom are a set of 
offers. Letter, if presented at the 
meat market, brings a sample pack- 
age of bacon, the grocery contrib- 
utes @ match safe for the kitchen, 
and the laundry does the first week’s 
work free. 

Going over in a big way. 


Helps Presents 


Manhager with a birthday list for 
his kid club is doing a little quiet 
exploitation for the youngsters, and 
they énjoy it. Space is cheap and 
he tails his Saturday announcement 
(in default of a Sunday paper) with 
a list of all the kids whose birth- 
days occur the following week. 

Idea is ostensibly to invite the 
kids to be his guests, but the chil- 
dren have found out what he knew 
in advance. It helps to remind peo- 
ple that presents are in order, And 
maybe the children don't love it. 

To some extent it is also appre- 
ciated by friends of those men- 
tioned, and it helps ‘to make for 








regular reading of the Saturday an-| 


nouncement, 





Brollys 

With the Summer sun simmering, 
the sutishade is very generally 
worn, and the opened parasol forms 
a fine surface on which to paint the 
announcement for almost any show. 
Best if worked with more than one 
girl to carry the announcement and 
if anyone around the house can re- 
cover the awnings, new fabric will 
permit the same frame to be used 
over and over again. 

This is especially where the shore 
or park resorts are being worked, 
but the umbrella sandwich signs 
should also be given exercise in the 
downtown section during the lunch 
hour, from 12 to 2. 


Bounceless Checks 


When he played ‘Whoopee,’ Edgar 
Hart, of the Majestic, Columbus, 
handed the women checks,Good for 
1,000 Giggles.’ Printed signature of 
B. Sure & C. Eddie Cantor. 

He got up a fine front flash at a 
cost of only $10, and a mike on the 
stage picked up the songs and re- 
layed them to a speaker back of a 
cutout head of Cantor, saving the 
cost of records. The setup was 
loaned by the manager of WAIU, 
which cut out cost on the best fea- 
ture of a smart display. 

Give Hart three weeks in a new 
town and he can borrow everything 
but the city hall. 


Must Identify Voices 


Hollywood. 

Paramount is fostering a ‘Know 
Your Star’s Voice’ contest to get 
under way in theatres Aug. 20. 
Prizes will be chiefly merchandise 
arranged through whatever tie-ups 
exhibs can get. Studio will provide 
set of autographed pictures. 

Four trailers will go to exhibs 
taking part. First is to be an an- 
nouncement, while other three will 
each show six Par players, photo- 
graphed from in back. Audience 
must identify players from their 
voices. 











Morals Contest 
Mexico, D. F. 

Fox clicked with its ‘Sinful Vir- 
gin’ at the Cine Palacio here as re- 
sult of an essay contest for young 
adults of both sexes on the subject, 
‘May a woman seek happiness in 
love outside of marriage?’ Success- 
ful contestants received cash prizes 
and passes, 


Reversing Undated Bill 


Posting a 24-sheet without house 
or date has worked as a teaser to 
big money in a lot of spots in the 
past 20 years, but the date with- 
out a poster can be made to work 
as well, and has the advantage of 
giving the advance publicity to the 
theatre instead of the picture. 

Usual stand is stripped first of 
all with only a date. Three or four 
days later the theatre name is 
added, but the bill is not slapped 
up until the rest of the paper goes 
into place or, better still, one day 
in advance. 

It fixes the minds of the spec- 
tators on the fact that a particu- 
larly good picture is coming to the 
theatre on the dates mentioned, 
and more than half the selling is 
accomplished before the bill goes 
up. Just a change of pace, but a 
valuable one, 





Phoney Come-On 


Minneapolis, 

The Aster here, with ‘Life in the 
Raw,’ very proper western, as the 
attraction, had a sign in front, ‘We 
could not have shown this picture 
10 years ago; we'd have been put 
in jail.’ The pedestrian looked into 
a trick mirror and saw a distorted 
image of himself. 


Triple Mirror 
Recent revival offered the triple 
mirror idea for a vanity title. Dress- 
ing table with a three-fold glass 
was set in a corner of the lobby 
against a black curtain. 
At important times the center 
was removed and replaced 
by a live model, working against a 
sheet of plate glass. During the dull 
hours she was replaced by a cut- 
out of the feminine star, the girl 
being picked and dressed as nearly 
as posisble to resemble the litho. 
Sales copy was carried above the 
mirror, under the glass top and be- 
low the edge of the table. A credit 
card to the furniture reduced the 
cost to the hire of the girl. 


Exhibs Want Talk 


Los Angeles. 

Operators of loud-speaker appa- 
ratus, freely used by picture houses 
and others to exploit their wares, 
are preparing to protest a proposed 
city ordinance which would restrict 
the use of such deviets from any 
business section, and also make 
them illegal in various residential 











sections. 
Four months ago, the Better Bus- 


iness Bureau submitted a proposed 
ordinance to control and license 
loud speakers, but the measure has 
been lying dormant in the city ar- 
chives. Now agitation for such re- 
striction has been renewed by the 
Chamber of Commerce, with some 
action expected by City Council 
this month. 


—_—— 


Following the Ball 


Rochester. 

Apparently impressed by Buffalo 
Baseball Club’s success in increas— 
ing attendance by giving away 
automobiles, some of the larger 
Rochester theatres are trying the 
giveaway idea. The Rivera has a 
tie-in with several stores to present 
an automobile or trip to Chicago 
Exposition to holders of lucky 
tickets. The Century has numbers 
printed on advertising program and 
permits advertisers to give mer- 
chandise to winning numbers. 
Loew’s Rochester is starting similar 
idea with the merchant giving 
away photographs of patron's fav 
movie star. 


Including Leo 


Ernie Austgen, of Loew's, Akron, 
wanted to photograph a particular- 
ly good stunt to send the home of- 
fice. He took the car around to 
some public building with sculp- 
tured lions and shot to get one of 
the lions. It looked at first glance 
to be part of the design of the car. 

Car itself was a perambulating 
sound disseminator with a dozen 
horns. It was bannered for ‘College 
Humor’ and was run all over town 
and the suburbs playing the phono- 
graph records on the picture. It 
made a strong flash, the car being 
done in white, and it helped to 
hoist business out of the well. 








For Baby Titles 


Baby titles come along every lit- 
tle while, so here’s one to hold up 
for the next. It’s a stork painted 
on a three-sheet size board, tut 
provided with a composition head 
doll in a baby blanket, both doll and 
blanket being actual. 

That’s better than just the babies 
dangling from the marquee or the 
box office, and will get more atten- 
tion. If there is plenty of time and 
patience, the stork can be plumed 
with real chicken feathers. It’s a 
good idea to be able to take the dis- 
play in when the theatre closes, as 
the babies are apt to disappear if 
left out all night. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS | 





Newark, N. J. 

Clayton Corum, manager of the 
Terminal, has been promoted to 
manage the State, Jersey City. Suc- 
ceeded by George Nichols from 
Bound Brook, whose place is taken 
by Jack Keith of Englewood. Pres- 
ent manager of the State, Morris 
Hatoff, goes into exploitation. All 
Skouras. 

Robert Pasko has now taken 
Warners’ Stanley, Jersey City. 
While rumored before this has just 
been decided. 





Mingeapolis. 

W. A. Tuscany wants to build a 
$40,000 600-seat neighborhood the- 
atre, but he’s having difficulty in 
obtaining a building permit from 
the city council, 

A public playground is located 
within 175 feet of the proposed site 
and the petitions assert that chil- 
dren would be in constant danger. 





Pine Bluff, Ark. 
The Alamo closed and lessee Os- 
car Miller has gone to Newport, 
Ark., to manage the theatre there 
belonging to the Malco chain. 





Oklahoma City. 

Rialto and Rex, Clinton, taken 
over by Griffith Amus. Co. from F. 
G. Roberts. 

Key, Wewoka, taken over by John 
Terry. 

Griffith Amus. Co. has opened its 
Erie theatre, Hugo, and H. L. Gil- 
liam and A. L. Means opened their 
Empress at Wilson, Okla. 

Cozy at Checotah, Tuttle at Tut- 
tle, and Hugo at Hugo closed. 





Canton, O. 

E. R. Colvin made assistant to 
Adolph SBuehrig, Jr., manager of 
Loew’s, succeeding Bob Rhodes. 

Hope theatre, Seville, O., operated 
by Leo Jones and William Walt- 
maugh being dismantled. 

B. Raful has taken five year lease 
on the Park, Newton Falls, O., re- 
opening Aug. 15. M. Raful, his son, 
will manage, 

M. A. Shea has taken over the 
Weller theatre, Zanesville, formerly 
in the Caldwell Brown circuit. 

P. R. Touney, from the Capitol, 





Cleveland, has taken a seven year 


lease on the Princess, Wauseon, O. 
J. S. Rex previously operated the 
house. 





Middletown, O. 

Taft Estate, Cincinnati, operating 
the Paramount here, which was 
turned back by Publix, has leased 
the Strand, 1,800-seat deluxer. 
House was closed a year ago by 
First Commercial Bank & Trust 
Co., after Pete Chifos, former op- 
erator, defaulted in rent. Will re- 
open after renovation and rewiring. 





Dave Davidson will handle the 
publicity for the Brooklyn Para- 
mount when it reopens Aug. 26. It’s 
his first try in New York, having 
been with the middle western chains 
till now. 





Denver. 

Bill Fowers, manager for Fox- 
wesco at Walsenburg, Colo., has 
been sent to Pocatello, Idaho, to 


manage the Orpheum while the 
manager, Paul Scates, is on a leave 
of absence due to illness. Paul Krier 
goes back to Walsenburg after an 
absence of a year. 

The Rio Grande (Foxwesco), at | 
Las Cruces, N. M., burned to the 
ground with a loss of $40,000. The 
Del Rio has been reopened and will 
be operated until the Rio Grande 
can be rebuilt. 





San Francisco. 

Judd Clark added to Warfield, 
handling exploitation. He comes 
back into theatre work from a lo- 
cal department store. Paul Spier, 
formerly in the Warfield job is 
shifted to Fox-West Coast’s nabor- 
hood El Capitan. 





San Francisco. 
Four new houses reopening in 


this territory are Lyccum, Fresno, 
recently purchased by Wiley Con- 
nelly from TT. Miwa; Desert at 


Hawthorne, Nev., by Essie Bower; 
tex, Clovis, by John Hucknell and 
Orpheus, San Rafael, by Joe Blu- 
menfeld. 








Arlington, Suisan, closed, 
Los Angeles. 
Murray Pennock replaced Harry 
Cchen as manager of Warner's | 


Forum, 


Hand Colored 


For years managers with limited 

appropriations and plenty of hustle 
have been using the hektograph or 
similar duplicating device to get a 
display in two or more colors, which 
is simple enough with an assort- 
ment of colored inks. The Robin 
Hood theatre, Arden, Del., goes that 
one better. It employs a mimeo- 
graph and puts the coloring in with 
crayons. 
The Robin Hood is one of the 
earliest of highly ultra artistic sum- 
mer theatres, and it is not surpris- 
ing that they should realize the 
value of restrained use of color. The 
announcement is all done in black 
on the mimeograph stencil, the card 
at hand showing a sketch of the 
theatre at the top, flanked by two 
trees, a firecracker, crossed sabres 
and a star. The cracker is colored 
with a single straight stroke of a 
red crayon, the trees are supplied 
with foliage in green and the top of 
the ventilator on the theatre and 
the star toward the bottom are filled 
in with blue. Nothing much to the 
color, but a few pencil strokes lift 
the design from a makeshift to 
something that strikes the eye as 
classy. The trick is to use the color 
sparingily. Try it some time, using 
government postcards. A couple of 
kids will color a thousand for a pass 
apiece, 





Well, Well 


Stuck for a pat exploitation gag 
for a picture one hustler tnought up 
a peach that probably made more 
talk than he probably would have 
gotten from anything the picture 
suggested, 

Down the street in the business 
section was a vacant store, Near 
the edge of the sidewalk was a coal 
hole. An old-fashioned well curb 
was built over the open hole, with 
weathered boards, and provided 
with two old-fashioned buckets 
hung on a chain over a pulley. Any- 
one who desired could pull up the 
bucket down the well and obtain a 
numbered herald on the picture 
which was already pretty well ad- 
vertised on the well structure. That 
evening he could come to the house 
and see if the number on his pro- 
gram compared with any of the 
numbers posted on a board by the 
box office. If it did, he got a tivket. 
About 40 numbers were posted, but 
of these 20 were those on heralds 
not given out. The majority of the 
others came in, but scores bought in 
because they were downtown and 
with nowhere else to go. 


All Helps 


Richard L. Moss, of the RKO the- 
atre, Los Angeles, writes that the 
house is getting a little gravy from 
what used to be a tough job. In- 
stead of looking over the short sub- 
jects at various exchange projec- 
tion rooms, the shorts are brought 
to the theatre on a specified day 
each week and run off on the first 
program, 

It not only gives the booker a line 
on audience reactions, but it pro- 
vides a better than usual morning 
attendance on.that day. A line in 
the ads and an announcement in the 
lobby puts the idea over. Useful 
only in spots where there’s an ex- 
change and for a house which pays 
for shorts, but great where it can 
be done. 








Two Envelopes 


Two envelopes were worked out 
by Arthur Cohn for a special ad on 
‘The Nuisance.’ Piece was a fake 
telegram directed to lawyers and 
insurance men on the picture at the 
Earl theatre, Philadelphia. The 
envelopes were printed up ‘For at- 
torneys only’ and the other set sub- 
stituted ‘insurance men.’ Both car- 
ried the underline ‘Delivered by 
Western Union messenger service.’ 

The wires stressed the particular 
appeal to these professionals, and 
added a few words about the vaude- 
ville. No effort was made to sug- 
gest that it was an actual telegram, 
which probably would have been re- 
sented by professional men. 

For general use Cohn used a cir- 
cus style throwaway with strong 
copy. 


Del Ruth on ‘Kingfish’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Roy Del Ruth has been set to 
direct ‘Kingfish’, the story inspired 
by the political career of Senator 
Huey Long of Louisiana, at War- 
ners. 

Final script is being rushed by 
William Rankin and Carl Erickson, 
Latter was reassigned to collabo- 
rate, after having been off pending 
Long’s okay of the story. 








Phil Macdonald’s Story 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Philip Macdonald hag been en- 





gaged to do a story for Paramount 
io fit the title ‘Pink Chemiae.’ 
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UA. Pools 10 Houses with F-WC's 27 





New Company Formed—F-WC Receiving 
70% as Operator of Theatres 








Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 
Fox-West Coast has consum- 
mated a deal with United Artists 
whereby 10 of the latter company’s 
houses are pooled with the 27 West 
Coast theatres under a corporate 
title of United West Coast Theatres, 


Inc. 

Deal calls for West Coast to get 
710% for operating the theatres. 

Houses involved in the pool are 
the Glendale, Alexandria, Capitol 
and California in Glendale; Ritz, La 
Brea, Wilshire, United Artists and 
Golden Gate, Los Angeles; United 
Artists and Granada, Inglewood; 
West Coast, Imperial, Egyptian and 
United Artists, Long Beach; Cap- 
itol, Senator, Hippodrome and Al- 
hambra, Sacramento; United Artists 
and U of C California Campus in 
Berkeley; Senator, Virginia and 
Strand, Vallejo; California, Rich- 
mond; Strand, Pasadena and United 
Artists, Pasadena; Egyptian, Holly- 
wood. 


Indie Rivoli in Balto 


Baltimore, Aug. 7. 

After several years in the red with 
varied first and subsequent run 
policies, the downtown Rivoli is set 
to try it once again under a new 
management and new policy. 
Former deluxer has been taken over 
by Joe (Jerry) Fields, managing the 
grind Embassy for Hon. Nickel. 

Fields is planning a first-run pol- 
icy for the house, Sept. 1, though 
that will necessarily mean indie 
product, 

Theatre has been dark about four 
months. 








PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 10). 


pressure. Pic registered well and 
holding a strong b. o, pace. 

Playhouse has the nudist pic, 
‘Back to Nature,’ and getting more 
attention than those Paris post- 
cards. Bill McCurdy wisely kept 
exploitation free from any salacious 
suggestion, thus holding the burg’s 
most respectable patronage. 

Liberty’s vaude policy holding up 
fairly, but suffering from hot 
weather. Other stage opposish was 
Al Pearce’s radio roadshow at the 
Auditorium for six days, going just 
fairly. Dog and horse races still big 
b. 0. competish. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—Devil’s Brother’ (MG) and ‘Mama 
Loves Papa’ (Par).° Exploited well 
and getting results up to possible 
strong. $6,500. Last week ‘Stranger’s 
Return’ (MG) did nicely at $5,900 


United Artists (Parker). (1,004; 
25-40)—‘Another Language’ (MG). 
Answering to heavy exploitation 
pressure and holding that house up 
to high average of. recent weeks, 
about $4,000, good. Last week ‘Storm 
at Daybreak’ (MG) did well, getting 
$4,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,500; 25- 
40)—‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO). Get- 
ting about average attention, should 
£0 $4,060, and good enough. Last 
week: ‘Double Harness’ (RKO) held 
up to $4,200, okay. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—‘Double Harness’ (RKO). ‘Gold 
Diggers’ (WB) did not stay a sixth 
week, the RKO film being switched 
in and strong for $3,000. Fifth last 
week fair at $2,800 for ‘Diggers.’ 
First four weeks at the Music Box 
clicked well for big total of $26,000. 

Liberty (Evergreen) (2,000; 25)— 
‘Broadway Bad’ (U) with vaude. 
Going fairly but suffering from hot 
spell, good enough around $3,(C0. 
Last week ‘Sunset Pass’ (Par) with 
vaude hit an average $2,800. 

Playhouse (Hamrick) (1,400: 25- 
55)—‘Back to Nature’  (Shef). 
Nudist pic getting big attention and 
looks like a winner at $8,000, phe- 
nomenal trade. Holding over. 


Seeking Maintenance 
Money from Wickland 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Susan Wickland has brought ac- 
tion for separate maintenance 
against John Laurence Wickland, 
production manager at Mascot Pro- 
ductions, charging mental cruelty, 
and seeking return of certain prop- 
erty deeded to Wickland. 

She asks $100 per month. 











RKO Sets ‘Live,’ London 
Stager, for Dunne-Brook 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

RKO has bought screen rights to 
‘Behold We Live,’ London stage 
play, by John van Druten, and Mer- 
ian C. Cooper has set it for fall 
production with Irene Dunne and 
Clive Brook. 

Dwight Taylor is preparing the 
screen play and Kenneth Mac- 
gowan will supervise. Play ran 
eight months in London with Ger- 
trude Lawrence and Sir Gerald Du 
Maurier. 


Rain Killed Seattle’s 
Track Opposish, B.0.’s 
Benefiting Instead 


Seattle, Aug. 7. 
Barging into the second week, 
‘Tugboat Annie’ still holds major 
interest in this seaport burg, locale 
for some of the shots in this 
Dressler-Beery opus. First week 


was sensation for a big $20,000, 
with top admish 50c. The bulk biz 
daytimes is at 35c. 

Strong opposition here, with 
Cecil and Sally at the Paramount, 
the other ace Evergreen house here. 
After ‘Tugboat’ got the cream, 
some skimmed over to the big sub- 
urban barn, for a glimpse of the 
Cecil-Sally company in_ action. 
Their stuff was good but not b.o. in 
that distant spot. 

Hamrick houses have two above- 
average pixes this week, with nice 
takings in sight. Roxy is stepping 
up with ‘Laughing at Life.’ 

Longacres, swell new Seattle 
track, under new, legalized pari- 
mutuel betting, got going August 
3, and the greyhounds are racing 
near Playland, but the weekend 
rain helped the cinemas only and 
sloughed the track. Around 10,000 
people paid $1.10 to $2.20 for the 
horse race opening; several thou- 
sand nightly see the dogs chase 
the iron rabbit, and betting is live- 
ly. Means opposition to the thea- 
tres, but the worst opposition these 
summer days is the weather, aided 
and abetted by daylight saving. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 
35-50) ‘Tugboat Annie’ (MG). Sec- 
ond week, two ticket sellers still 
in the b.o. but the cream came last 
week. Second week looks around 
$13,000 and may extend run to the 
Par for a third week. This is “‘Tug- 
boat’ town. Last week, same film, 
great biz, like days of old, but this 
one was a natural for this town; 
a rousing $20,000, swell. 

Roxy (J-vH) (2,300; 25-35) 
‘Laughing at Life’ (Maj). Good biz, 
$5,000. Last week, ‘When Stran- 
gers Marry’ (Col) only fair, $4,400. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-40) ‘Midnight @lub’ (Par), ‘She 
Had to Say Yes’ (FN). Dual en- 
route to $3,500, fair. Last week, 
‘Mamma’ Loves Papa’ (Par), nice 
pic but main @raw with stage, Cecil 
and Sally; slow start, but kept 
building to a strong $5,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35) ‘Double Harness’ (RKO). Good 
biz, may get $4,500 and if holding 
up may mean a holdover. Last 
week, fifth week of ‘Gold Diggers’ 
(WB) good for $3,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35) ‘Mary Stevens, M.D.’ (WB). 
Kay Francis means’ something, 
looks to make grade for $4,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Mayor of Hell’ 
(WB), good at $3,200, but would 
have been better but for too much 
‘Tugboat’ at the Fifth, which is 
story for all other houses. 





Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 10-25) 
‘Should a Woman Tell’ (Maj), 
‘Fargo Express’ (Ed) dual. Ex- 


pects to count up to $3,700, nice 
takings. Last week ‘Dangerous 
Crossroads’ (Col) all right at $3,400. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25) ‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG), ‘Key- 
hole’ (WB) dualed. With big play 
for the former, anticipates a good 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Today We 
Live’ (MG); ‘Elmer the Great’ 
(FN), nice pace at $3,500. 





Judgments 





(First name is judgment debtor; 
creditor and amount follow.) 

Artclass Picts Corp.; National City 
Bank of N. Y.; $10,770 

Louise Groody; H. Coen; $159 


Central N. ¥. Theatres Corp.; Spauld 


ing, Hedstrom & Spaulding Corp.; $326. 
Jules Bledsoe; Altmar Realty Corp 
$87. 


Twentieth May Crawl 
On Fair Bandwagon 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Add another to the cycle of 
World’s Fair pix. Twentieth Cen- 
tury has a yarn on the Century of 
Progress in preparation, but will 
await the finished story before de- 
ciding whether to make it. 

Ralph Graves, author of the orig- 
inal, is working on this script as 
well as on ‘The Queen Takes a Bow.’ 
‘Queen’ is said to have a character 
similar to Mary Pickford, 


‘Humor, ‘Pretzels 
Musicals Mostly 
Favored in Balto 


Baltimore, Aug. T. 

Musicals are in. Wave for the 
gals and tunes is making hey-hey 
at two theatres locally, and the rest 
of the town can’t stand the compe- 
tition. About the only flicker evi- 
dencing any ability to attract coin 
despite the musical era is ‘Another 
Language,’ which is having its 
chance as the only femme trade 
enticer in the loop. 

Heavy trade goes to the Century, 
where ‘College Humor’ on the screen 
is dividing attention with the 
‘Stormy Weather’ composer on the 
stage. House started off at a pow- 
erful pace on Friday (4) and con- 
tinued the speed through the week- 
end. Is outdistancing everything 
else in town. Surprising trade for 
this flicker, considering that ‘Inter- 
national House,’ with practically the 
same cast, got nowhere at the box 
office. 

‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ is the 
second winner of the week, the Uni- 
versal musical being on its way to 
one of the highest grosses the 
Keith’s has seen in months, and 
about doubling the average, which 
means that the house is likely to 
touch $4,500 currently, excellent. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-40-55-65)—‘College Humor’ (Par) 
and vaude. Harold Arlen headlin- 
ing on the rostrum and figuring in 
the money, proving that one hit is 
enough these days. Combination is 
a hefty box-office winner, figuring 
to push the dollars up to a terrific 
$19,000, practically double the ordi- 
nary business. Last week was woe- 
ful with ‘Mary Stevens, M. D.’ (WB) 
at $10,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-35-40-55-65)—‘Sing Sinner Sing’ 
(Maj) and yaude. Peanuts for the 
vaude and screen show, which will 
return peanuts to the box office. 
Scooter Lowry as headliner is an 
indication of the strength of the 
running order. House, however, is 
placing some hope for Catholic coin 
from a short, ‘Voice of the Vatican,’ 
and has gone to some effort to get 
the religionists interested. On the 
whole, an off week, getting by with 
a wobbly $8,000. Previous session 
was just as bad with Evelyn Brent 
on stage and screen in ‘World Gone 
Mad’ (Maj) and turning in said $8,- 
200. However, house admits lull, 
but starts on its ‘greater show sea- 
son’ next week (11), with Edmund 
Lowe set as personal appearance 
headliner. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 25- 
30-40-50)—‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ 
(U). Musical is doing right by the 
cashiers and keeping them busy 
counting up to indicated $4,500, 
more coin than in long time. House 
is frankly using comparisons to ‘42d 
Street’ and ‘Gold Diggers,’ but it’s 
apparently helping, Last week the 
house struggled to get away from 
the terror angle of ‘Terrer Abroad’ 
(Par), and added the word ‘Love’ to 
the title, but it didn’t help, finishing 
meagr. $2,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-40- 
5¢)—‘Man Who Dared’ (Fox). House 
is in bad shape due to woeful flab- 
biness of the Fox product recently. 
Have all been meaningless at the 
box office, with no title, story or star 
punch. This one is another in the 
long list of weak ones, Preston Fos- 
ter and Zita Johann figuring as no 
b. o. fodder in this town. Reference 
to government and Cermak may 
help in Chicago, but not in Balti- 
more. Hardly $2,000, bad. Last 
week just as tearful for the mean- 
ingless ‘Devil's in Love’ (Fox), with 
Victor Jory, who Fox suddenly 
decided was a star. $1,700, brutal. 

Stanley (3,400; 25-35-40-55-65)— 
‘Another Language’ (MG). The only 
femme picture in town, and making 
the most of it. To $13,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Stranger’s Return’ (MG) 
satisfied at $11,900. 











Lionel Barrymore Loaned 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 


Metro loaned Lionel Barrymore 





‘| to Fox for ‘Orient Express.’ 


Want to Fight Music Tax 








Brentinger Daughters 
Get 10G From Estate 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 


Estate of the late Alfred Michael 
Brentinger is in excess of $10,000, 
and the property is to be held in 
trust for the daughters, June, 17, 
and Virginia, 16, according to a pe- 
tition for probate of the will filed 
Wednesday (2) by the Bank of 
America National Trust and Sav- 
ings Association, as executor, 


Executor also filed petition for 
guardianship of the estate, and 
Harry Brand asked to be named 
personal guardian of the daughters. 


Mere 100,000 Enter 
Par’s Beauty Race 
For H’wood Parts 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

International Search for Beauty 
Contest being conducted by Para- 
mount to get 30 perfect male and 
female beauty types for pictures is 
getting to be a headache at the 
studio. Expected that 100,000 con- 
testants will forward their photo- 
graphs to Hollywood before the 
contest is finished. 

Execs who have to go over the 
‘photographs have discovered that 
international beauty is much dif- 
ferent from what Hollywood con- 
siders good looks. Most of the 
entrants are a corney lot who won't 
stand much chance of getting to 
first base. 

Best femme lookers are entered 
from the Southern States, which 
was true of the studio’s Panther 
Woman contest last year. 

Of the total only 15 men and 15 
women will come to Hollywood. 
Eight couples will represent the 
United States, the remaining seven 
coming from other sections of the 








globe. That means some _ 99,970 
others will be soured on Para- 
mount, 





Studio Placements 


Andy Devine, ‘Chance at Heaven,’ 
RKO. 

Mary Carlisle, 
lions,’ Metro. 

John’ Bright, 
Thief,’ U. 

Henry Myers, script orig. of Dale 
Van Every, U. 

Joan Crawford, Lupe Velez, Jim- 
my Durante, Jack Pearl, Eddie 
Quillan and Polly Moran, Holly- 
wood Party,’ Metro. 

William Frawley, 
Jericho,’ Par, 

Russ Powell, 
Sam Goldwyn. 

Russ Powell, George Bull, ‘House 
on 56th Street,’ Warners. 

Maude Eburne, ‘Havana Widows,’ 
Warners. 

Robert Benchley, ‘Dancing Lady,’ 
Metro. 





‘Saturday’s Mil- 


script, ‘Exquisite 


‘Captain 


‘Roman Scandals,’ 


Richard Boleslavsky, ‘Hall of 
Justice,’ Metro. 
Billy Gilbert, to direct ‘Beauty 


and the Bus,’ 
Roach. 

Helen Vinson, Veree Teasdale, 
Phyllis Barry, Arthur Pierson, John 
Kelly, ‘Alimony Racket,’ Jefferson 
Pictures—Pathe. 

Mitchell Leison, director, ‘Cradle 


Todd-Kelly comedy, 


Song,’ Par. 

Ethel Wales, ‘Female,’ Warners. 
Ronnie Cosbey, ‘Ever in My 
Heart,’ Warners, 

William Gargan, ‘Four Fright- 


ened People,’ Paramount. 

Charles Bickford, ‘White Woman,’ 
Paramount. 

Lawrence Grey, ‘Golden Harvest,’ 
Paramount. 


Bette Davis, ‘Shakedown,’ War- 
ners, 
Ted Healy, ‘Stage Mother,’ 
Metro. 
Contracts 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
tochelle Hudson, formerly under 
contract to Radio, has been given a 
Fox termer. She is playing in ‘Walls 
of Gold.’ 

Ann Austin, author of ‘Wicked 
Woman,’ was handed a _ three 
months contract by Metro. She has 
no assignment, having done a 
script on ‘Woman’ before getting 
the termer. 

Anne Cunningham (Mrs. Douglas 
Shearer) is now on a three year 





writing contract at Metro. 


Contemplated Increase of Over Million in 
Seat Tax Burn Up Indie Exhibitors 


Estimating that film theatres are 
now paying an annual music seat 
tax of $1,000,000, and that if the 
proposal of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers is allowed to materialize this 
will climb to $2,500,000, Ed Kuyken- 
dall, president of the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America, 
made known Monday (7) that im- 
mediately after the industry code 
is completed he will demand a 
show-down in Washington. 

Kuykendall holds that the tax 
paid by producers for the use of 
copyrighted :ausic °1 sound pictures 
should be sufficient and that the 


second million and more is just a 
case of collecting twice. 

Allied Exhibitors also has sent 
communications to major company 
heads asking that the industry get 
together and really fight the music 
tax the same as it does adverse 
legislation. 


Davis Tops ‘Shakedown,’ 
WB Drug Racket Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Bette Davis gets the star spot in 
‘Shakedown,’ a story dealing with 
the cut-rate drug racket. It is Sam 
Bischoff's first as an associate pro- 
ducer for Warners. 

Yarn is by Sam Engels. 
rector or cast as yet. 


CAMERAMAN RECLASSIFIED 


Joe Valentine From Coast Called 
Chief Technician at L. 1. Studio 








No di- 











New York photographers’ local’s 
protest against Rowland & Brice’s 
importation of Joe Valentine from 
the coast has been settled, with 
Valentine classed as chief tech- 
nician instead of cameraman on 
the indie ‘Take A Chance’ produc- 
tion at the Astoria, L. L, studio. 

Ernest Haller, another Hollywood 
cameraman, was imported by Krim- 
sky & Cochran for ‘Emperor 
Jones’ at the same studio recently. 
No protest was lodged at that time. 
When Rowland & Brice also sought 
to engage Haller they were stopped. 

It has been the complaint of 
eastern picture producers’ that 
there aren't enough first rate east- 
ern photogs to go around. An 
agreement between the New York 
and Hollywood unions permits an 
exchange of men, but assistants 
only, with the New York rules lim- 
iting outsiders to one in a regular 
crew of five. R. & B. wanted Val- 
entine as head cameraman, 





W. F. Rafferty, Syracuse, 
Non-Showman, Left 300G 


Syracuse, N. Y., Aug. 7. 

Assets of the estate of William 
F. Rafferty, former president of the 
Syracuse Strand Theatre Company, 
but a non-showman otherwise, who 
died in December, 1931, were valued 
at $305,473 in an intermediate ac- 
counting filed in Surrogate’s Court 
here by his widow, Mrs. Minnie E. 
Rafferty as executrix. Payment of 
funeral expenses and debts of $54,- 
863 brought net assets of $250,609. 

Included in stock holdings of Mr. 
Rafferty were 150 shares of the 
Syracuse theatre company, valued 
at $15,000; 950 shares of Sheridan 
Theatre Co., of New York City, 
valued at $95,000, and 4,345 shares 
of voting stock of the same com- 
pany, $65,175. 

Listed as debta are claims of 
$500,993 but the larger portion are 
mortgages which Mr. Rafferty signed 
as an officer of theatre corporations, 
The properties covered are said to 
be worth well above the amount of 
the mortgages and therefore they 
are not liabilities on the estate, 





FOX DROPS LAWRENCE 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
William Lawrence, former Pasa- 
dena Playhouse actor, has been 
dropped from the Fox contract list. 
Juvenile had been at the studio 
six months 
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They have the irresistible appeal of fiawless 
skin. “Lux Toilet Soap is our complexion care,” 


say these charming Fox Films’ stars! 


ADIES famous the world over for their beauty and 
charm! Lovely? Of course! It’s a screen star’s job 
to be lovely! Beauty wins hearts, and holds them, too. 


Featurescount for beauty, of course, but complexions count 
much more! Notice how soft and clear their smooth skin 


JANET GAYNOR, charming star of “Paddy the is—how appealing. Then—follow their complexion care. 


ae pred Rap dis arvcgicn po! ist rote a It’s so simple! “We use Lux Toilet Soap for lovely skin,” 
s when she appears upon the screen er . a. 2 ‘ 

eoft emooth skin, kept perfect with Lux Toilet Soap, & they tell you. Could more be said in praise of any care 
is so appealing! Bk Sk than that it gives such wonderful results? 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use it 


Of the 694 leading Hollywood actresses, including all stars, 
686 use Lux Toilet Soap. In the great Fox Films’ studio— 
in all the other large film studios, too—it has been made 
the official soap because the screen stars so overwhelmingly 
prefer it. 


Capture new loveliness for your skin! Try this fragrant, 
white soap. Use it regularly—and watch your skin re- 
spond to its pefsuasive care, 



















HEATHER ANGEL, a delightful vision in “Berkeley 
Square.” Her English complexion, delicately smooth 
and fine, requires the utmost care. Like so many 
other charming stars, she uses fragrant, white Lux 
Toilet Soap to keep it at its best. 

















SALLY EILERS is enchanting in “Jimmy and Sally.” ‘“Keep| your skin 


flawless, tempting,” is the advice of this charming star. “I’ve found in Lux 
Toilet Soap a simple, inexpensive beauty care that really does work wonders!” 


eH —hhhdhll—“(“‘i‘“‘ésésésCsC RR 





See yeas 
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IRENE BENTLEY lends so much enchantment to 
“My Weakness.” Notice how soft her skin is in her 
close-ups. Lux Toilet Soap keeps it so! 


Nie Abs 


as 








Bei pM ae 
DIXIE FRANCES in “My Weakness.” Her skin 
is softer than the breath of spring. “Lux Toilet Soap 
keeps my skin marvelously smooth,” she says. 






caine ( 






CLAIRE TREVOR (above) in “Life is Worth 
Living” tells you: “If you would be fascinating, 
watch your complexion! I use Lux Toilet Soap 
to keep mine smooth!” 





JUNE VLASEK (right above), whose blonde 
beauty enlivens “There’s Always Tomorrow.” 
Lux Toilet Soap keeps her complexion, too, al- 
ways soft and smooth and clear. 


CLARA BOW, triumphantly beautiful in 
“Hoopla.” Thousands thrill to the loveli- 
ness of her velvet-smooth complexion. “I 
find Lux Toilet Soap excellent for the skin,” 
this fascinating star tells you. 


FLORENCE DESMOND (right), appearing in 
“There’s Always Tomorrow,” says, “Men are 
always attracted by soft, smooth skin! For mine, 
I use Lux Toilet Soap.” 

















MIMI JORDAN, in “He Knew His Women,” says, 
“I find Lux Toilet Soap is excellent for the skin. I am 
among the scores of stars who use it!” 





¢ CGO ts 


VERA ALLEN, appearingin ‘ Bull.” “I always 
use Lux Toilet Soap,” she says. “It is so refreshing to 
the skin, and keeps it so youthfully smooth!” 
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The Beauty Soap of the Stars 
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STATE, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 21) 


the makings of a comedienne when 
experience ripens her style. Just 
now her efforts are too evident. She 
works too hard and too self-con- 


sciously. They did very well in a 
blackout with Osterman, but no 
wow. 


Diamond Boys erupted hereabouts 
and the usual hit, with the big laugh 
when they gang up on the m.c. for 
the finish. They mark the finish of 
the stage show as such, with Oster- 
man taking the front to do his bit 
while they set the next scene, an- 
nounced as the Club Osterman 
(Ad».). Usual cabaret set with Ruby 
Zwirler’s band, backing a Club Os- 
terman audience of about a dozen 
people, which is exaggerating. First 
act in the floor show is the Stewart 
Sisters, three crooners who look 
better than they sing and are not 
such ‘bad singers. Annette Ames, a 
kid, made the hit children always 
seem to score, but she did very com- 
petently with two dances. Hal Men- 
ken (New Acts), did some novel 
stair taps, and Mary Kelly, a 200- 
pounder, formerly of Smith and 
Kelly, does a brief bit with the 
Diamouds for what was to have 
been the exit laugh. The idea was 
there, but it lacked speed. Brought 
the curtain down to a poor hand 
for a show that had heen holding up 
unusually well. Just goes to show 
that a show can be framed up with- 
out a.slew of names and hold up if 
the picture can get them in. 

Picture in this instance is ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ (Metro). Only other 
film is the newsreel. Business prac- 
tically capacity on the first show 
downstairs and plenty on the shelf, 
but took a 10% cut on the second 
show. Chic. 


, HOLLYWOOD, L. A. 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

It’s no easy job to frame a stage 
show that will please patrons of a 
George Arliss picture in a corney 
burg like Hollywood. Class of peo- 

e who come to see ‘Voltaire’ don’t 
know from pratt falls. Most any 
stage presentation of the hotcha 
variety will offend them. Best that 
can be done is to amuse politely, 
which is none too successful. 
Hollywood has struck a happy 

medium, given the patrons good en- 
tertainment. Only false note is 
Rena ‘and Rathbun in the Teddy 
‘Joyce ‘presentation who take noth- 
ing but falls in a drunk dance rou- 
tine. The Arliss fans sniffed at 
their efforts. Otherwise show is 
oke. ‘Vaude opens with the Four 
Clovers ‘doing a series of teeter 
board ‘leaps to two and three high. 
Lads are snappy workers, making 
the most of their short-time allot- 
ment. Claudia Coleman is next with 
her familiar monolog, which is well 
received. Stopped the show and 
begged off with a gag. 

Teddy Joyce presentation next. 
House has wisely included a line 
of eight ballet dancers to add class 
to the band offering. Joyce solos 
a gypsy dance on the violin and 
does a fair imitation of George M. 
Cohan’s soft shoe dance. Don Ray- 
mond and Virginia Carnes take 
care of the vocal end, both han- 
dling ‘their assignments well. In 
each case they stay away from hot 
numbers. Loyce Graham, control 
kicking, lands solidly with, a one 
foot walk-across. 

Ruth Haglan works in front of 
the ballet for a short toe dance. 
Kick of the presentation is Char- 
lotte, a deaf and dumb youngster, 
who does an intricate Egyptian 
dance. Novelty of a good looking 
girl, unable to hear but keeping 
perfect rhythm with the. band, 
stops the show cold, 

Universal news and Newman 
travel film complete the bill. House 
capacity downstairs for the first 
show Friday. Call. 


CENTURY, BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. 4. 

After some weeks of stalling at 
the box office, due largely to unfor- 
tunate bookings, the Century is 
right again. For once in several 
weeks the stage show dovetails 
nicely with the screen fare instead 
of clashing. For the first time in 
some weeks they haven’t spotted a 
kid attraction on the stage and a 


strictly adult flicker on the sheet. 
This is flapper week, and how 
they’re eating it up. There are evi- 
dently enough flaps around to fill 
the coffers excellently, since this 
house had ’em jammed into the bal- 
cony at the first show Friday (4), 
the first time those upper balcony 
seats have been in contact with 
human fiesh since Hoover was talk- 
ing new era. Picture is ‘College 
Humor’ (Par) and that’s part of the 
reason. Those in for ‘Humor’ have 
heard plenty of ‘Stormy Weather,’ 
the song and author being featured 
on the stage. It’s a nifty combo. 
Only one unfortnate angle to the 
Harold (‘Stormy Weather’) Arlen 
booking, and that’s due also to the 
booking office’s ‘oversight.’ Arlen’s 


La 


act has 16 colored performers, and 
though Arlen is white and there may 
be some resentment down in this 
southern state over the color mix- 
ture on the stage, that part's okay 
because the act is handled in such a 
way that there can be no real of- 
fense. The too-bad angle is next 
week’s booking, which brings an- 
other colored show, the Mills Bros.- 
Don Redman unit, to this stage. 
And two weeks of colored shows, 
right in succession, is not good 
booking for a Maryland theatre. 


Arlen is closing this five-act show 

nicely. Getting a reception from the 
audience, who never heard of him 
until the song clicked, Arlen comes 
through with his routine of recol- 
lections of other Arlen tunes and 
then finishes with ‘Weather’ done in 
spiritual-song manner by the 16 
Harlem graduates. Lighting on this 
act was excellently handled from 
the booth, keeping Arlen in continu- 
ous disconnection from the choir. 
This choir idea shows that there is 
something new in show business, 
revealing at last an excellent way in 
which to present a composer to the 
public. It has class written all over 
it. 
Show is aces all the way through, 
starting with the Lee Twins’ dance 
flash, an opening act that sent 
things happily. Boy assistants okay 
but topped easily by the Lee girls’ 
precision punch number, though a 
legomania hoofer single took his 
share of the audience honors. Radio 
Aces are in the deuce, doing croon- 
ing, bop-boping, impersonations, in- 
strumentalizing and comedy for a 
clean smack. Boys have manner 
and material, personality and per- 
formance. 


Chester Fredericks does too much 
in the trey spot and oversteps with 
his hands. His handling of the two 
girls in the act goes into the wrong 
alley, causing a bad reaction despite 
the exuberance. Fredericks is a 
performer and a neat dancer, but 
he hurts himself by his offcolor 
work. 


Senator Murphy punched out a 
clean sock in next-to-closing. Old 
and new material, but it didn’t 
make any difference to this audi- 
ence. 

Metrotone newsclips and trailers 
finished. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug “4. 
Combination of Dave Hutton on 
the stage and George Arliss in ‘Vol- 
taire’ (WB), on the screen is spell- 
ing capacity for the early part of 
the week here, with the first two 
days’ intake the heaviest the house 
has enjoyed for some time. Arliss, 
ordinarily, is a good bet here, but 
there was some question if his pres- 
ent screening, in a costume picture, 
would prove b.o. for the Downtown 
patronage. Booking of the former 
Angelus temple baritone, following 
his week at the Hollywood, looks 
like a shrewd move. 

Regardless of how bad Hutton 


may be as a vaude actor, the fact 
remains that he’s drawing a lot of 
shekels and satisfying the curiosity 
of thousands. 


Following the first performance 
Thursday (opening day) the singing 
husband of Aimee Semple McPher- 
son was moved from next to shut 
to closing position, which, while it 
does not make orothodox vaude 
routining, showed good judgment, 
as the pay customers are mostly in- 
terested in his appearance, and the 
other five acts on the bill mean 
nothing. 

Couple of local amateurs, Moss 
and LaRue, open with a straight 
dancing routine, offering the usual 
tap and some difficult contortioning 
by the girl. Lad is a nifty hoofer 
and looks headed for big. things. 

Reminiscent of the old: Chautau- 
qua and cantata days is’ Connie 
Mitchell, in a series of imitations 
and whistling, holding down the 
deuce spot. Mitchell’s best effort 
is his imitation of a three-tubed 
radio, with the balance of his act 
stereotyped. Pina Family, compris- 
ing father and three sons, follow 
with risley, acrobatics and tumbling. 
Act would be a logical closer, but 
because of the. bill shift was moved 
ahead. 

The Dicksons are a dancing pair, 
with the femme member's contri- 
butions running largely to comedy 
and splits which she does expertly. 
Nothing sensational, but gets by 
nicely. Brown and Rogers, comedy 
talk, with a bit of stepping, follow, 
girl being a good feeder for Brown, 
who does most of the gabbing. 

Hutton, probably as a matter of 
protection after the egg throwing 
episode at the Hollywood the previ- 
ous week, works with all house 
lights up. He has eliminated all 
gagging, with the single exception 
of a query after his first number, 
‘What, no eggs?’ Baritone warbles 
three numbers, with plenty of 
audible comments on _ his lack 
of voice, his nerve and his ego- 
tism. Plenty of customers walked 
after his second number. 

News, cartoon and travelog com- 
plete screen fare. Biz at opening 
mat of second day capacity. Hdwa. 





PALACE, N. Y. 


Ceorge Givot, who used the radio 
as his stepping stone, is one reason 
for the better than usual quality of 
the current Palace bill, Another 
reason is Hal LeRoy in a band act 
staged by the Palace house man- 
ager, Harry Weiss. The Pickens 
Sisters from NBC and a five-act 
layout from the booking office also 
rate some of the extra bends, 


In the opening and deuce spots 
are two New Acts. In the past new 
acts were common enough around 
this time of the year, but nowadays 
breaking one in takes courage more 
than anything else. To find two on 
one bill, and at the Palace, sounds 
exceptional, They are Earle, Jack 
and Betty, roller skaters, and Gar- 
ner, Wolf and Hakins, stooge en- 
semble. On their record here Satur- 
day afternoon both should get along. 
The LeRoy turn utilizes Charlie 
Stein and the pit band and a setting 
provided by the house. I{’s attrac- 
tively lighted. With the kid dancer 
are Raymond Baird, the saxophonist 
single, and a pair of girls, Dorothy 
Dare, singer, and Barbara McDon- 
ald, dancer. What impresses first 
and chiefly is the youthfulness of all 
the principals,. none appearing over 
21. If the girls are older they do 
not look it. The talent and the 
manner in which it was staged car- 
ries the act along swiftly and enter- 
tainingly, surprisingly so for a turn 
that was tossed together in a hurry 
for this date only. With: LeRoy, 
Baird and the girls, all of whom 
deliver on their own, the stager had 
something to start out with. 

Givot is the next-—to-closer and 
the bill’s comedy socker. ‘His 18 
minutes and three more for an en- 
core were too much, but very easy 
to trim. Givot is the only new 
straight and quiet talking mono- 


‘logist to come along in several sea- 


sons. He doesn’t use gags, which 
immediately takes him out of. the 
most fashionable present day school 
and sets him out by himself. At 
least Givot will have no competish. 
He sticks to his Greek dialect until 
the. finish, the laughs coming on a 
long succession of comic mispro- 
nunciations and restaurant philos- 
ophy. From a former singing and 
dancing picture house single, with a 
show or two in between, Givot’s re- 
generation into a monologist, and 
the big scratch has been rapid and 
remarkable. The radio can be 
thanked for the big push, but Givot 
himself possesses what it takes, else 
he could not have been pushed. The 
audience got everything and liked 
everything Saturday matinee. 
Pickens girls, whose looks give 
them a starting edge for their ether 
harmonizing, were a neat No. 3 en- 
try with 12 minutes of miking. 
‘Mama Loves Papa’ is the picture, 
giving the Palace a decided comedy 
break on the week. Bige. 


- PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

It’s home-coming week at the Par 
currently, with Rube Wolf, house 
leader and m.c., back on the job 
after a week off to permit the Abe 
Lyman band to present its wares, 
and Max Lerner, tenor, again on 
duty after several weeks at the 
State, Long Beach. To hack up 
these two local favs, Fanchon & 
Marco added Mitchell and Durant 
and Aileen Stanley with the for- 
mer selection a wise one, but with 
Miss Stanley somewhat of a disap- 
pointment to those who remember 
her in vaudevilie, before she went 
radio. 

Mitchell and Durant, making their 

first coast appearance in several 
years, mop up with their bag full 
of hoke. By way of a production 
they have enlisted the aid of the 
Rube and several of the line girls 
for a comedy skit, based on a pair 
of entertainers trying to crash their 
way into pictures. It’s from a late 
‘Vanities.’ Out and out hoke, but 
the pay customers ate it up with a 
relish at this afternoon’s initialer, 
rewarding the boys with gobs of ap- 
probation. 
.. Unfortunately for Miss Stanley, 
since devoting most of her talents 
to the air, she now concentrates 
heavily on the direct-to-mike type 
of delivery, with the result that 
much of the old-time intimacy is 
missing from her routine. Also, her 
selection of song numbers seemed 
more suited to an invisible ether 
audience than for a picture presen- 
tation house. Comedienne continues 
to unleash an exceptionally pleasing 
voice, with her closing ditty, ‘East 
Side to 10th Ave.,’ probably her best 
effort. 

Opening has the band in a com- 
edy bird number, with Rube and 
the 16 line girls all garbed in male 
evening attire, a la man-about-town 
style. Plenty of comedy injected 
and then Esther Campbell on for 
a routine of bird calls and whistling 
that was nicely put across. 

Lerner and the girls on for a 
ballad by the tenor, and then Miss 
Stanley, followed by Mitchell and 
Durant. Going into the finale, girls 
are revealed in a repetition of a bi- 
cycle routine staged some weeks 
azo, but by use of lighting effects 
presenting something new in stage 
coloring. It’s a ‘Fourth of July’ fin- 
ish, with the femmes hastily con- 





structing a jigsaw puzzle that re- 
solves itself into an NRA insignia, 
To inaugurate its new show sea- 
son, and tilted b.o. scale, house is 
now using wide range projection 
and a new public address system 
that considerably improves audience 
reception. Biz capacity at opening 
show, with ‘Song of Songs’ (Par) 
getting credit for the draw. News 
and third episode of “l'arzan’ serial 
completed screen program. Edwa, 


ROXY, N. Y. 


No big bargain handed out here 
this week, but, judging from the 
good house in evidence Friday night 
and its reception of show on whole, 
no casualties are expected. Stage 
show includes less talent than has 
been the habit up here, and no- 
where is there any unusual sock, yet 
passes muster for the 25-35-55 trade 
drawn. Feature is ‘The Big Brain’ 
(RKO). 

Counting Dave Schooler with his 
permanent band and the Gae Fos- 
ter Girls, another fixture here, the 
stage division falls one turn short 
of the eight house regularly adver- 
tises. In a way, it looks like some- 
thing of a cheater this week, with 
some padding in order to round out 
60 minutes of running time. 


With what there is the unit 
shouldn’t be running a bit over 45 
minutes for best results, long 
enough for any picture house and 
above the: average on Broadway 
until of late. Roxy’s long stage bill 
has grown that way out of a desire, 
developed with the reduction to a 
35c top some time back, to give the 
public a whole lot more for that 35c. 
than other theatres were for double 
the amount. -One result of this has 
been longer units in competitive 
picture houses, with shows gener- 
ally sliding closer to the vaudeville 
way of doing things. 


It may be good showmanship to 
try to give more than the other fel- 
low, but there’s always the danger 
of people being easily tired out. 
That may be especially true when 
bills are palpably blown up to reach 
an hour or more despite anything. 
It’s hard to entertain the public 
nowadays. It might be easier if the 
danger of tiring the fans out is 
avoided. 

Acts on this week’s show are Bus- 
ter Shaver, Will Osborne as a sin- 
gle, Herman Hyde, ‘Bobby |. Bixler 
and the dance trio of Kay, Katya 
and Kay. . 

The Bixler single and the Kay, 
Katya and Kay turns fail to incite 
much. interest, but their efforts, to- 
gether with those of Shaver, Os- 
born and Hyde, who doa well, would 
make up a fairly good interlude 
were the whole show tightened up. 
At times it’s a long wait for some- 
thing meaty or approaching that. 

Shaver went over exceptionally 
well with his midge team Friday 
night. His is a good little act, rem- 
nants of the Tinytown Revue 
Shaver played in vaude for many 
years. Up here his reduced act ap- 
peared to better advantage than on 
a recent vaude engagement despite 
the natural disadvantage of such a 
large house as this. 

Doing a pretty full routine, as 
much as he ever does in vaude, 
Shaver and his little team held in- 
terest at a high point throughout, 
getting a deserved encore Friday 
eve. Only weakness in the turn is 
in the talk indulged in, including 
that oldie of a Scotchman as a 
midge’s pop. 

Osborne crooned his way across 
very well, while Herman Hyde and 
Miss Mona, comedy instrumental 
team, also scored at show caught. 
Not untoppable on punch, this trio 
of attractions, however, seemed to 
strike fancy of audience: on hand, 
but outside of them there isn’t much 
to be had. 

Bixler, 





pint-sized hoofer, leans 


toward novelty eccentric dancing, | 


doing three routines, One’s a breezy- 
legged number, another a skating 
routine and third a fast novelty. 
Lad gets the Gae Foster line as’ 
backing, but, they, don’t help much. 

As a picture house line this group 
can’t graduate far. Precision is 
anything but comparable to the av- 
erage ensemble of other picture the- 


atres, nor is technique, individually | 


or collectively, very much in evi- 
dence. Besides building up for Bix- 
ler, the girls are used in connection 
with Osborne and the Kay-Katya- 
Kay dance triumvirate. They ap- 
pear at their best with Osborne in 
the ‘Shadow Waltz’ number against 
a shadow screen as the crooner 
moans the number into a mike. 
Kay-Katya-Kay also work into fin- 
ish of this production scene, run- 
ner-up for the finale. 

Trio appears at the opening in 
connection with a toy doll-soldier 
routine which, besides being any- 
thing but original, isn’t performed 
in a very professional manner. That 
may be considered as a disadvan- 
tage to Kay, Katya and Kay, whose 


routjne at the close, fairly good, 
hasn’t the drawbacks of their 
opener. 


Fox-Movietone News and a Silly 
Symphony short in color, “Three 
Little Pigs,’ fill out. The house has 
another short billed but didn’t pro- 
ject it. Too much time probably 
taken up by all those trailers. 








Char. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Folks up here are easily satisfied, 
so there'll be no squawks this week, 
Matter of fact it’s not at all a baq 
small time layout. Business Friday 
night (4) for the last show wag 
pretty good. No tapes or anything 
like that, but about all the down. 
stairs seats occupied. 


Show is one of those slow starters 
that builds nicely. Four Trojans are 
okay tumblers who go in a bit too 
much for flash that doesn’t. They 
start the show. Number two are 
Lynne and Keden (New Acts), a 
weak combination. Man at the piano 
is Keden, just an accompanist and 
Miss Lynne is a singer who has q 
great deal to learn about song selec. 
tion as well as presentation. 


With the center groove occupied 
by Walter Walters, entertainment 
really begins moving. Ventriloquist 
was in usual good form and had an 
easy time of it. 


Glenn and Jenkins next to shut 
mopped up, Vet blackface team ig 
still doing pretty much the same act 
they’ve been doing for lo these many 
years but its good stuff. They've 
added a couple colored lads, one for 
a dance and Bill Robinson takeoff 
and another to do a novelty tap rou- 
tine with a shoeshine cloth. Not 
bad, but they need better introduc. 
tion and fitting into the rest of the 
turn, 


Guy and Pearl Megley, with their 
excellent dance flash, close the show, 
leaving the customers with a good 
taste. 


‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par) on the 
screen ought to mean a considerably 
added business impetus at this 
house. Kauf. 


STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

Donald Novis, ‘home boy’ tenor, 
who, doubling from the Cocoanut 
Grove, tops the stage show here 
this week, must be given credit for 
most of the capacity draw at to- 
day’s opening session. The balilad- 
ist ties up the show completely, 
and could remain on_ indefinitely 
if the enthusiastic customers out 
front had their way. He fegisters 
the biggest individual hit this 
house has had in many a month, 
and deservedly. 

Novis has a heavy ether follow- 
ing, and evidence of his popularity 
is attested by the ovation given 
him on his first appearance today. 
After warbling his ~egular routine 
he favors the mob out front with 
several selections of their own 
choice, and finally is forced to beg 
off. Ed Lowry, functioning in his 
third week as m.c. and band lead- 
er, shares honors with the tenor, 
and continues to make new friends 
with his unique personality, his 
comedy, his ditties and the manner 
in which he conducts. Lowry is 
a great bet for the State and is 
rapidly reaching a popularity peak, 

Gogo DelLys, vivacious come- 
dienne, grabs third honors with her 
somewhat unique style of song de- 
livery and cute mannerisms that 
stamp her as a finished performer. 
Peggy Hoover, comedienne and 
dancer, and Gus Mulcay, vocalist, 
complete the stage hill and both 
acquit themselves’ satisfactorily. 
Miss Hoover might be worth look- 
ing over by the studio boys. 

Lowry, as usual, works practi- 
cally all the way through and 
clowns with everybody in the show. 
An amusing blackout has him and 
Mulcay as a pair of escaped lunatics 
with exaggerated news of the re- 
covery period. Another amusing 
bit is Lowry’s cracker song, that 
must be seen to be appreciated. 

Finale has Miss Hoover on for 
a soft shoe tap routine, with spe- 
cial lighting effects, Novis war- 
bling and several femmes in @& 
tableau that finishes off a _ well- 
rounded program, 

‘Moonlight Mary’ (MG) and 
News on _ screen. Biz capacity, 
with a holdout at the end of the 
first show. First time this has 
happened here in a long time. 

Edwa. 


Golden Gate, Frisco 


San Francisco, Aug. 2. 
Ann Harding and William Powell 
in ‘Double Harness’ (Radio) start- 
ing this week out nicely, though the 
stage show is a slap at whoever 
stated that ‘vaude is coming back.’ 
Frank DeVoe and the acro team 
of Irving and Lester copped the 
show’s only honors, The fact that 
DeVoe got anywhere is a credit to 
his showmanship, for the pit or- 
chestra might easily have made an 
omelet of the act. As it was DeVoe 
broke off in the middle of his first 
song because of the music, and went 
into some chatter, and as he con- 
tinued the balance of his act with 
his own pianist, gradually whipped 
up to a good froth, and came out 
of the situation with flying colors. 
He had nothing to follow except 
Irving and Lester, who opened with 
good acrobatics. From the open- 
ing frame on, it was everyone for 
himself, let the customers flee where 
they may. a 
The Gumm Sisters, with Mama 
Gum at the piano, and Papa Gumm 
in advance, deuced. Three girls ° 


(Continued on page 43) 
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| FOX welcomes the current “show me” showmen’s 
= '. attitude. For FOX has already completed practically all 
ner of its first-quarter releases for 1933-34. Prints are being wh : 
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' to look at by the opening of the new season (Aug. 18th), 
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= will be delighted by their outstanding box office. 
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hat : Variety: “A natural ...> a picture that will prosper.” | 

= 2 M.P. Daily: “A bang-up Soe, A +». way out in front.” 
- a Film Daily: “Entertainment Pin any type of audience.” 
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All Claims Against 


Must Be Ad justed Before Sale 


Bankrupt PE. 








Preparatory to a sale or other 
disposition of Publix Enterprises, 
largest of Paramount’s theatre sub- 
gidiaries, trustees and their attor- 
neys are making a complete analy- 
gis of all claims filed by creditors 
against the company. Hope is that 
an early compilation of claims as to 
approval or rejection can be 
reached so that the bankruptcy ex- 
istent over this subsidiary since 
Jan. 26 may be discharged at an 


early date. 
Irving Trust Co., the PE trustee, 


has set Aug. 18 as the date for a 
general creditors meeting before 
Henry K. Davis, referee in bank- 
ruptcy, for the discussion of all 


matters ready by that time. 

Meanwhile, the trustees and their 
counsel are concentrating almost 
entirely on the large number of 
claims filed with them, aggregating 
some $23,000,000 and including a 
number of items that most likely 
will be fought or rejected. In this 
connection notably are claims of 
Jandlords. 

Irving Trust sources say that in 
going over all these claims indi- 
vidually, the question of rent claims 
will depend largely on the leases, 
whether guranteed or not. Around 
70 leases in the PE setup are ac- 
companied by guarantees of one 
fashion or another. If the leases 
are considered of no value, their 
guarantees may be attacked. 


Must Decide on Claims 


Before *rving Trust can consider 
a sale of Publix Enterprises in 
whole or part, something the trus- 
tees have not yet considered, all 
claims will have to be decided one 
way or another and final disposi- 
tion made as to how many cred- 
itors must be satisfied. It is said 
at trustees headquarters that there 
is no understanding meanwhile as 
to sale of PE but considered likely 
all along that it will remain a part 
of Par under a new corporate set- 
up, minus such houses as have been 
disposed of already and probably 
excluding the Publix-Salt Lake, 
Southern Enterprises of Texas, 
Publix-Nebraska and Publix-Iowa 
groups which have or are being 
turned over into partnerships. 

PE trustees now have a final bal- 
ance sheet of Publix Enterprises, 
long waited for, as well as a break- 
down of the $6,000,000 claim of 
Publix Theatres, virtually extinct 
Par subsidiary, as far as it has 
been possible to break this item 
down. PE creditors, notably the 
Lynch creditors committee, wanted 
to know what the $6,000,000 Publix 
Theatres represented, particularly 
how much of it involved theatre 
management fees under the old 
system where theatres were charged 
with home office overhead. 

Final balanee sheet, taking in PE 
accounts since the bankruptcy Jan. 
26, doesn’t differ much from. the 
balance sheet as filed in the sched- 
ule of Jan. 26. 


East on TOCC Code 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Gus Metzger, president, and Ben 
Berinstein, director, of the South- 
ern California Independent Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners, will rep- 
resent independent .exhibitors of 
this district at a code conference of 
theatre operators to be held in New 
York this week, under sponsorship 
of the Theatre Owners’ Chamber of 
Commerce. They left here Friday 
(4) and expect to be away 10 days. 











Miller for Contact 


Jack Miller, Chicago exhibitor, 
Monday (7) was made national con- 
tact man with the unions by the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America. 

Miller was selected by the or- 
ganization as its best qualified man 
for labor differences. 


Embassy Goes to F-WC 
San Francisco, Aug. 7. 
Fox-West Coast takes over Em- 
bassy from E. B. Degolia, to whom 
house was recently returned by Dan 
Markowitz. F-WC will operate as 
second run, j 


No Tax on Posters Due 
To Lease Proposition 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Posters and other picture house 
accessories, by reason of being 
‘leased’ or rented to exhibitors, will 
not come under the provisions of 


the new California retail sales tax 
of 2%% so far as local distribs are 
concerned. Neither are films tax- 
ae under the new act, nor can 
there be any state tax saddled on to 
theatre admissions, is the viewpoint 
of exhibitors. 


Distributing companies have for 
some years ‘sold’ pictures and stills 
on a purely rental or lease basis, 
and while some of the exchanges 
have never insisted that returns of 
such accessories be made to them, 
policy has acted as a _ protection 
against the resale of the advertising 
matter by one exhib to another. 


In order to secure a clear cut rul- 
ing, exchange heads in the San 
Francisco territory have requested 
the State Board of Equalization to 
pass on the problem, 


DUALS FITE IN OPEN AS 
35 L.A. HOUSES SWITCH 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 
Single -feature programs have 
been abandoned by 35 picture houses 
in this territory, with 31 of the dou- 
ble bill houses located in the Los 
Angeles sector. Further deflections 


from the ranks of the single billers 
are predicted,. particularly among 
the independent distribs, many of 
whom are openly campaigning for a 
general resumption of duals. 

All: downtown subsequent run 
houses are now in the two-feature 








-program class, emulating many of 


the nabe houses who have been 
doubling for some weéks. 

Metropolitan area houses that 
have abandoned single features for 
doubles are : Arlington, Astor, Ar- 
tone, Arcade,. Banner, Brooklyn, 
Boulevard (Whittier Blvd.) Broad- 
way, Crystal, Cameo, Capitol, Cen- 
tral, Hillstreet (Bard’s), Jewell, Joy, 
Lark, Los Angeles, National, Nov- 
elty, Olympic, Optic, Oriental, Pal- 
ace, President, Regent, Roxie, Sun- 
set, Star & Garter, Unique, Victoria, 
Wabash. Largo, Watts; Temple and 
Granada, Alhambra, and Mission, 
San Gabriel, are the outlying houses 
that are double billing. 


Ben Harding Shot 


Council Bluffs, Ia., Aug. 7. 


A new experience greeted Ben 
Harding, manager of the Liberty 
theatre, independent, when he 
stepped down the porch of his home 
to greet a fusillade of shotgun pel- 
lets, some of which entered his 
lower limbs inflicting flesh wounds. 
Unknown assailants fired the shots 
Thursday (3) night. 

For nine years Harding’s theatre 
has been the target for stench 
bombs and other forms of audience 
deterrents. Harding during that 
time has repeatedly refused to ac- 
cede to demands made by the pic- 
ture operators’ union upon him and 
the house which he operates. 











F-WC Case in Siesta 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

With the exception of a show 
cause order as to why the personal 
property of the Crystal and Jewel 
(sub. run pic houses in L. A.) 
should not be disposed of, all mat- 
ters pending before Referee in 
Bankruptcy Samuel W. McNabb in 
the Fox West Coast bankruptcy, 
were continued for one, two or three 
weeks at a brief hearing Thursday 
(3). 

Dispute on the personal property 
issue arose over unpaid rentals. 





ROACH’S NEW PLANE 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Without a plane since the crack- 
up of his ship in Africa, Hal Roach 
is purchasing a Lockheed four-pas- 
senger for use of himself and 
Metro and Roach studio execs. 
Present owner is flying the plane 





here from the east. j 


2 HOUSES REOPENING 


State, 2,200, and RKO Palace, South 
Bend, Under New Managements 








South Bend, Ind., Aug. 7. 


State theatre, 2,200 seat house, 
formerly operated by Publix-Para- 
mount, closed for the past year, has 
been leased to V. U. Young, In- 
dianapolis. Re-opening expected in 
September. 

Seville Theatre Corp. has _ the 
Granada, 2,400, formerly operated 
by RKO-Palace and closed the past 
year. Officers named as Leonard 
Zick, Herbert H. Heyn and Theo- 
dore Earle, latter former RKO Pal- 
ace manager here. Opening in 
September. 


Forecast Speedy 
Settlement for 


F-WC Br ptcy 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Speedy windup of the Fox West 
Coast bankruptcy, following the ex- 
piration Aug. 27 of the time for fil- 
ing of claims, is looked for by cir- 
cuit execs. Trustees in bankruptcy, 
and the battery of attorneys repre- 
senting the circuit, the operating 
trustees and the creditors, have 
been working at high tension dur- 
ing the past several months, in their 
endeavor to clean out the deadwood 
houses and bring some semblance 
of order out of the chaos that ex- 
isted for more than a year prior 
to the plunge into the wringer. 

Early settlement of the bank- 
ruptcy hinges upon a 100% agree- 
ment among creditors, that would 
pave the way for a quick disposi- 
tion of what remains of the circuit, 
either as a whole or parcelled out 
by individual houses. Belief is 
that the bankruptcy court will con- 
sider offers both ways, and accept 
the bid that will result in the great- 
est net return for the creditors. 

Failuis of the creditors, or any 
considerahle majority of them, to 
agree on this method, will probably 
result in the circuit being put on 
the auction block, and sold to the 
highest bidder. In any deal finally 
agreed upon, Skouras Brothers are 
expected to play an important part, 
with the general belief in coast film 
circles that future operation of the 
Fox West Coast circuit will con- 
tinue under their direction. 











F-WC Biz Drives Go On 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 


Immediately upon conclusion of a 
12 weeks’ Dollars and Sense busi- 
ness drive in all Fox West Coast 
houses, managers were instructed 
to conduct a vigorous campaign 
throughout August, in preparation 
for a fall drive that gets under way 
early in September. 

Drive just ended was won by 
George Bowser’s Beach division, 
which has copped every campaign 
of this nature conducted by the cir- 
cuit during the past year. 





Old F-WC House as 


Cabbage Dispensaries 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Some four or five long-darkened 
Fox West Coast picture houses in 
the San Francisco Bay district will 
be converted into markets if deals 
now under way are consummated. 
Houses are mostly of the obsolete 
type, located in Oakland, Vallejo, 
San Mateo and Palo Alto. Circuit 
has been paying rent on the aban- 
doned houses for years, and with 
nothing in sight to indicate a speedy 
uptrend of picture biz, plan for un- 
loading is being worked out. 

W. H. (Bud) Lollier, spent sev- 
eral weeks in the Bay district, nego- 
liating the deals, which are ex- 
pected to be closed before Sept. 1. 
While in the north, Lollier was suc- 
cessful in securing a rent reduction 
of the Garden, dark house in Bur- 
lingame, amounting to a saving of 
$3,600 over a new five-year lease 
period. 


NABES SEEK REPRISAL 
FOR DUAL PIC SWITCH 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Wholesale flopping of virtually 
all downtown subsequent run pic 
houses from single feature pro- 
grams to duals 10 days ago, has the 
nabe exhibs generally up in arms, 
with many of them making dire 
threats as to retaliations they pro- 
pose instituting. Since the down- 
town debacle, there have been a few 
indie house deflections from the 
ranks of singles, the latest being 
Harry Hicks, operator of the Ar- 
lington. 

Hicks switched back to duals the 
first of last week, and announces 
he will continue the double pix 
policy as long as it is kept in effect 
by other exhibs. 

Mike Rosenberg, operating head 
of the downtown pic house pool, 
who threw the Broadway sector 
wide open for the duals, defends 
his step by pointing to the numer- 
ous grind houses in the downtown 
territory that have been double- 
billing for several months, in de- 
fiance of the joint agreement of cir- 
cuit. and indie exhibs to stick to 
single feature programs, and also 
to a surfeit of product, commit- 
ments for which make it necessary 
to double up, particularly in the 
case of many features which he 
terms not sufficiently strong to hold 
up alone at the b. o. 


Houses for Re-sale 


Middletown, N. Y., Aug. 7. 

State, Stratton and Show Shop 
theatres go on the block for re- 
sale, at foreclosure, Aug. 22. 

Bidding will be held at the City 
Hall here, at 11 a.m, 

O. S. Hathaway is receiver for 
the Middletown Combined Bldgs., 
Ine. 




















posed to Giveaways 





$7,000,000 Worth Should Be Sold by Mer- 
chants—Waiting for Code 





5c More for 2d Runs 


San Francisco, Aug. 7. 


California next week moves up a 
peg as it goes from third to second 
runs, with a corresponding price 
boost from 25 to 30 cents. 

House now waits but 60 days for 
pix instead of previous 120. 








Sue Graves for $1,000 


Hollywood. Aug. 7. 
Lichtig & Englander have filed an 
agency commission suit for $1,000 
against Ralph Graves in L. A. Mu- 


nicipal court, claiming latter owes 
them that amount for having sold 
his story ‘Born to be Bad’ and for | 
placing him as writer-supervisor at | 
20th Century Pictures. 
Suit recites Graves was paid $10,- 





000 for the yarn. 
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Exhibitor leaders declare them- 
selves opposed to give-aways. Using 
the figures of premium vendors who 
are endeavoring to hold that theatre 
owners want to continue gift nights, 
etc., box-office spokesmen point to 
$7,000,000 worth of such goods an- 
nually as being given away whereas 
they should be sold by local mer- 
chants. 


Premiums now are described as 
one of the evils of theatre competi- 
tion. One theatre started giving 
away and the other, or others, in 


the neighborhood had to follow suit 
or else suffer gross declines. 


- ' 
rules give- 


} 


| 


If the industry code 
aways are an unfair trade practice 
and no exhibitor can indulge in this | 
policy then, say leader spokesmen, | 
filmdom will be just that nearer to } 
straight showmanship, without the 
thousand and one side shows and 


ws which have prevailed, es- 


during 


the depression, ‘| 


Balto Exhibs in Rush Finally for 
NRA Emblem—Exceptions to Code 





Baltimore, Aug. 7. 

After daily meetings for the past 
fortnight the local exhibitor organ- 
ization of Allied has reached some 
sort of agreement regarding the 
National Recovery Administration. 
They agreed with the terms of the 
NRA, with certain exceptions noted, 
which were presented to the Gov- 
ernment in Washington for further 
consideration. 

Pending the final decision by 
Washington regarding the local Al- 
lied labor code, the theatres have 
hastened to their post-office sta- 
tions and secured their blue and red 
eagles and have them _ displayed 
above the box-office. This display 
follows many murmurs of disap- 
proval by the public over the ab- 
sence of these stickers. Theatres 
which thought that the _ public 
wouldn’t be interested or even no- 
tice the presence or absence of the 
NRA insignia soon discovered other- 
wise. Rush for insignia among the 
exhibs took place on Friday (4), 
four days after other industries in 
town had acquired their blue eagles. 

Exceptions 

Exceptions by the Allied group 
are in reference to money and time 
and concern ushers and cashiers 
particularly. Allied locally wants its 
labor code to give them the right to 
pay males $15 minimum for a 48- 
hour week, and female employees 
$12 minimum for 40-hour week. 
This puts both male and female 
workers under’ the white-collar 
category. 

This scale goes into effect this 
Sunday (6), until changed by the 
Government. It brings about an in- 
crease in employment and wages 
for the majority of theatres, Loew’s 
alone adding 15 employees locally. 


Harry Katz, Et Al., Take 
Over Two in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 7. 

The flood of rumors about what 
company would operate the Indiana 
(closed) and the Circle this fall was 
stopped suddenly Friday with the 
official announcement that the 
houses had been leased for 10 years 
by the Indianapolis Theatre Man- 
agement Associates, effective Aug. 
26. Associates include Harry Katz, 
Milton Feld and Dave Chatkin. 

Reports indicate that Ace Berry 
may continue as local general man- 
ager for the new operators. 


$3,000 in Prizes for Mgrs. 


Some $3,000 in prizes will be dis- 
tributed by RKO among its man- 
agers for the best b.o. results 
achieved during the circuit’s Great- 
er Show Season campaign. It starts 
Avg. 26. 

Circuit campairn is under super- 
vision of a committee headed by 
Phil Reisman. Includes Bob Sisk, 
Terry Turner, B. J. Hynes, Charles 
McDonald, Russell Emde, Lou 
Goldberg, James Brennan, J. J. 
Franklin, Nat Holt, Charles Koer- 
ner and Nate Blumberg. 


Coast Nabes Boost Gate 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Admission boosts have been put in 
effect at two Fox West Coast nabe 
houses, tilt in each instances being 
five cents. 

Ritz boosted from 30c. to 35c., and 
the United Artists, a block away, 
jumped to 30c. to 35c. 























PARK-IN THEATRES 


SEIN YOUQ CAR 


GEE AND HEAR THE MOVIES 
U. S. Patent 1,909,357 


Foreign Patents Pending 








330 N. 7th St., Camden, N. J. 


i i 
JAN RUBINI 


DIRECTING THE WEST'S ONLY 
THEATRE CONCERT ORCHESTRA 
Held Over by Popular Demand 


Warfield Theatre San Francisco 











¥e Seca gaaeename meow obama tron aa uence — 


LOGON T ES I BO AO A 


es 


nas Ais Se 


ares 


Sie PRAM NG) RR Gee a a 











NO tna An 


sine 


pr 


om 


Se IT 


poo 











ai 
| 
: 
| 


new 


Nee eet Ne PERT eeenainnie. onan 








34 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Tuesday, August 8, 1933 








A heniy's V.P., Reber, Sits on Top 
Of Jolson-Whiteman Hour on Roof; 
Good as Any Show's B'way Premiere 





By Abel Green 


Scene is the NBC Times Square 
studio, atop the New Amsterdam 
theatre roof, sanctified by the glory 
that was Ziegfeld and the splendor 
that was the famed Ziegfeld’s Mid- 
night Frolics. Time is 10 p.m. Thurs- 
day night, Aug. 3. Occasion is the 
return of Al Jolson to the Kraft 
Phenix Cheese Corp.’s program with 
Paul Whiteman’s orchestra, Deems 
Taylor, et al. 

It all has an opening night air. 
Actually about the only premier? 
this denotes is that it marks ‘the 
first appearance by Al Jolson on the 
air since he socked Walter Winchell’ 
as one wag put it. 

But it has all the electric nerve- 
tension of the most brilliant of 
Broadway premieres. Most of these 
invitation audience radio shindigs do, 
but this a bit more so. For one thing, 
Jolson is back, officially, and for a 
long time, and not as a single-shot 
guest-star with this important com- 
mercial ether program. It marks its 
debut on a coast-to-coast hookup. 

Wise bunch there, also; more so 
than usual. They know that Jolson 

can pay off now on his next year’s 
income tax for $200,000 in 1933-34 
of commercial radio income, for the 
J. Walter Thompson agency’s sig- 
nature at $5,000 a week for 40 weeks 
(out of 52) is as good as almost 
anything might be considered good 
nowadays. They also know that 
Whiteman has been upped to $4,500 
Wr but a single hour’s work, from 
the $3,600 originally contracted for 
a two-hour program, on a less ex- 
tensive hookup. It also marks the 
shift from Mondays to Thursdays 
for this air show, and goes into the 
10-11 p. m. EDST groove so long 
identified with Lucky Strike and 
‘Baron Munchausen’. 

Back of the scenes it is even more 
intense. There’s all the nervous 
tensity of a Ziegfeld ring-up. Only 
this time an advertising man is the 
impresario. He is John U. Reber, 
v. p. of the Thompson ad agency in 
charge of radio. Everything. moti- 
vates around Reber. 

His ash tray is piled high with 
cigaret butts. They’re cigs incident- 
ally with which brand the agency 
has some sort of entente cordiale. 
That's the creed of the agency busi- 
ness—live the plug; i. e. patronize 
the commodities in letter and in 
spirit. Apropos of nothing excepting 
that this concerns Whiteman, in 
part, it used to kill the maestro to 
smoke Old Golds on the O. G. spec- 
ial cross-country tour several years 
ago, and he was always bootlegging 
his favorite Murads on the side. 

Can Take the Rap 

The ash tray is still piled high 
with cig butts. How the show goes 
over refiects primarily on Adman 
Reber. He takes the rap for his 
staff, most of whom are around him, 
including Cal Kuhl. The script is 
all set. There are plenty of extra 
mimeographed copies galore. Deems 
Taylor reads one, Whiteman reads 
one, Announcer Howard Claney 
reads one. Jolson reads one. They’re 
the visible talent, along with the 
sub-people who figure later, in the 
mid-section of the show, in the dra- 
matic interludes. 

Backstage Reber reads one but 
more so he listens attentively into 
the loudspeakers in that small room. 
Shadowing Reber is Mort Milman, 
radio agent, who sells the Thompson 
agency a good deal of its radio tal- 
ent. Milman doesn’t read anything 

but contracts. He listens. He’s vit- 
ally interested too for Milman’s 
judgment in many respects is sub- 
stantiated or refuted, as the case 
may be, as regards the fan reaction 
to the sundry talent he spots in the 
Thompson agency’s sponsored pro- 
grams. That’s about the size of Mil- 
man’s reported strong ‘in’ in the 
business, the agent arguing that hé 
has none other than a uniformity of 
paralleled thought to what the com- 
mercials need, 
Autographing Hounds 

The Jolson-Whiteman show gets 
started finally. It’s great. It’s great 
seeing it from out front, and more 
effective when rushing backstage 
into the off-stage ante-room where 
a loudspeaker carries it through. 
There are loudspeakers for the 
microphonic transmission in several 
other spots backstage. Naturally the 
show must be judged aurally only; 
not by sight. 

Jolson has grasped that ,too. He’s 
working to the mike, not to that 
audience. And what an audience! 
Autograph-hounding film fans are 
a brain trust compared to the mike 


addicts. Strictly Woolworth peo- 
ple. About 25% of the 300 capac- 
ity are toting autograph books. 
They get in somehow, always, and 
elude the guards to backstage for 
closeups of Jolson and Whiteman 
and for requests for autographs. 
Entering and exiting, it’s mass- 
formation shift for the talent who 
must take the same two elevators 
down from the former Ziegfeld 
Roof along with their visible au- 
dience. 
Just what the audience means to 
the artist is debatable. It’s great 
stuff though through the mike. 
They’re on-the-cuff supernumera- 
ries who applaud as no paid extras 
could. They’re all cheer leaders. 
It’s a big thrill and a free, large 
evening to begin with. They've 
been waiting their turns for 
months until. their requests for 
Annieoakleys were. reached. And 
as the glass curtain rises, when- 
ever the audience reaction is de- 
sired, how the boys and girls re- 
spond! At all other times the 
glass curtain is lowered as the 
sensitive mikes must not diffuse 
any other sound but the concise 
commercial script and the high- 
powered, highly expensive talent. 
The audience must be great for 
a performer like Jolson. If he 
could only get a stooge to hold the 
script for him and leave his hands 
free for unencumbered stage mo- 
tion, he’d never wear those read- 
ing glasses and he’d give out in the 
Same thrillingly electric manner as 
he did at the old Winter Garden. 
His versions of ‘Brother, Can You 
Spare A Dime’ was an instance of 
that, the moment he got through 
with his script, removed the cheat- 
ers and went to town in character- 
istic Jolson manner. 
‘That audience thing is not wholly 
ignored but it’s not sacrified al- 
together. Jolson finally decided to 
open his collar but Maestro Paul, 
having lest his Whiteman’s Bur- 
den, is impeccable in Earlbenhams. 
The Whiteman musicians are sans 
coats but in uniform black bow 
ties. Peggy Healy and Ramona are 
in smart formal gowns, while the 
Paul Whiteman Rhythm Boys, Jack 
Fulton, Roy Bargy and the other 
Whiteman organization soloists are 
dressed ready to go onto any stage, 
deadhead or otherwise. 
Backstage, Reber et al. are very 
comfortable, collar-less and very 
informal, with ears giued to the 
loudspeaker in their own reviewing 
room. 

An All-Day Streak 
Reber has been there since 11 
a.m. with an NBC paid-for phone 
at his elbow to conduct the entire 
day’s business. For Thursday is 
now a very big night for the 
Thompson agency. At 8-9 p. m. 
Rudy Vallee and the Fleischmann 
Yeast variety show holds forth 
from the same stage, also on a na- 
tional hookup; and 10-11 p. m, is 
new Jolson-Whiteman-Kraft hour. 

A last-minute script addition is 
a glowing pseudo-wire from one of 
Jolson’s most ardent admirers— 
‘you don’t mean Walter Winchell?’ 
asks Jolson. There’s a mention 
also about Ruby Keeler, but this 
is the McCoy for Jolson knows that 
the ‘Footlight Parade’ company 
with Ruby (Mrs. Al) on the War- 
ner lot has been forced into an 
hour’s siesta to listen to Jolson, 

Martin Freed alternates with 

Whiteman as maestro. Freed is 
the new Jolson musical conductor 
now that Louis Silvers is on the 
coast. 
+ Jolson’s opener is ‘By A Water- 
fall’ from the WB film, ‘Footlight 
Parade,’ in which his wife is very 
prominently cast. ‘In Old Ken- 
tueky’ from ‘Bombo’ is a revival, 
and ‘Spare A Dime’ is Jolson’s 
third number. Whiteman does ex- 
cellently with his musical contribu- 
tion, the first highlight of which is 
a new ‘Jazz Bolero,’ by John Jacob 
Loeb, Feist’s recent composer-find 
when Loeb and Paul Webster fash- 
ioned Feist’s big waltz hit of last 
year, ‘Masquerade.’ 

In between Claney is doing his 
spiel. Deems Puylor in dry hu- 
morous fashion is m.c.’ing and 
wisecracking back-of-the-mike. 
They almost billed him as ‘Hotcha’ 
Deems Taylor. He was asked to 


announce *‘Milenburg Joys’ on 
Whiteman’s program and he did 
it in his usual scholarly manner, 


trast. But when some of White- 
man’s boys pointed out that ‘Mi- 
lenburg Joys’ is one of the ‘dir- 
tiest’ rag numbers, Taylor caustic- 
ally suggested that they prefix him 
as ‘Hotcha’ and he'll do his spieling 
chores accordingly. That ended 
that. 

In between also come in wires and 
phone calls by the bale, but mostly 
wires, from fans and friends. Re- 
ber’s private wire has Bob Colwell 
on the outside reporting in that 
‘it’s a great show’ and Reber knows 
that there’s no bull about Colwell. 
He's the chief air scriptist for the 
Thompson agency and his job isn’t 
to yes anything. 

There's also a good deal of Rotary 
Club stuff going on in what was the 
historic green room of the Frolics. 
There’s not as much s.a. about the 
former Ziegfeld hi-spot now. This 
place has viven way to a corpora- 
tion which is solely identified by 
three letters (NBC). But there’s 
more glad-handing and atta-boying. 
As each deserts the mike on- 
stage, to retreat into the _ star 
chamber, where Reber is on the 
throne, the agency staff gives ‘em 
all the builder-upper about how 
well they got over. Through the 
loudspeaker in this room their ears 
alone interpret how the rancher and 
the farmer and the sheepherder and 
the tenement dweller ‘got’ the same 
show. 

A new show business this here 
Raaaadio'_ situation. Looks (or, 
rather, sounds) a great business 
that hasn’t yet begun to get hot. 


Fleischmann Yeast’s 
2d Variety Air Show, 
4 Hr. with Joe Penner 


Fleischmann yeast will this fall 
have another variety show in addi- 
tion to the Rudy Vallee Thursday 
hour. Commercial is replacing its 
‘Great Moments in History’ stanza 
with a half-hour program using Joe 
Penner as comic, a dance combo 
and a name warbler, with the latter 
two yet to be picked. Penner frame 
starts Oct. 8 on NBC’s blue (WJZ) 
link, taking the T to 7:30 (EST) 
stretch. 

Sunday night inning will, as it 
did in the case of the historical 
drama, serve as a good will builder 
for the baker trade. 


Pic Gab Records for 
Ether Being Readied 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 


Indicating that film chattering for 
the public is open to all comers, the 
Radio Guild of America, a subsidi- 
ary of the Joyce-Selznick agency, 
has entered this field and will pro- 
duce a series of platters of Holiy- 
wood gab for etherizing. 

Records will contain five-minute 
programs called ‘Hollywood Pre- 
view’ and are to be sold to small 
radio stations throughout the coun- 
try. Company is to make enough 
for five broadcasts a week, with 
Houer Boys at Colony club tenta- 
tively slated for the musical back- 
ground. Henery Starr, colored 
singer, will do a series of six, with 
an option for more if they click. 


Irv Kaufman’s ‘Bath’ 


Irving Kaufman, now doing a 
single over N.B.C. for Swift & Co, 
last week turned to the Federal 
court in New York for relief from 
his real estate troubles. Petition in 
bankruptcy filed by him gave his 
liabilities ag $189,642 and assets, 
$48,401. 

With the exception of a car and 
wearing apparel, which he valued 
at $600, the assets column in his 
schedule consisted of bonds and 
mortgages Kaufman is holding on 
the property of others. All liabili- 
ties involve first and second mort- 
gage obligations, 


Air Fan Protest Halts 
Belgian Radio Tax Rise 


Brussels, July 27. 
Protests from radio fans caused 
the Belgian government to abandon 
its intention of raising annual li- 
cense fees ($1.71 for valve and 57%e 
for crystal sets), which yields about 
$571,430 a year, and goes to the 























National Institute of Radiodiffusion. 

Government proposes, instead, to 
make the Institute do with less and 
is taking a first contribution of $14,- 


285 to swell the tourist propaganda 








that being the main idea—con- 


fund. 


Air Line News 
By Nellie Revell 


Engineers and Agencies 
A. J. Perry, NBC engineer, has left that studio to accept a job as con. 
trol engineer for McCann-Erickson’s own studio. So far ag I know, thig 
is the first agency to open its own studio for auditions, tryouts ana re- 
hearsals. It may be the beginning of a widespread technical staff walk.- 
out such as came with the advent of sound films. 








Goes Suburban 
Madge Tucker, NBC’s Lady Next Door, has answered the lure of the 
great outdoors and moved to the country. Golden-haired author and 
director drives to town daily in her yellow coupe, which her radio chil. 
dren have christened ‘Cream-puff.’ 





Family Affair 
Tim Sullivan (McCann-Erickson’s radio department) is g0ing to spon. 
sor a new account, and his wife will be his co-producer. The new pro- 
gram will be ready for audition almost any day now. 





Hot Introduction 
Mark Warnow met his wife at a fire: They lived on the same block 
in Brooklyn, and they were mutually excited over the burning of a neigh. 
bor’s house. They have two children and are expecting another. 





"Way Back 
Henry Lawes, English baritone on WMCA, has an illustrious fore. 
bear, Henry Lawes, who wrote the musical scores for Milton's Masque, 
produced at Ludlow Castle in 1634. That should make him eligible for 
our best golf club. 





Auto Musicians 
The Ford program, to be ethered by transcription, will be recorded 
by the same musicians who play for the rest of the automobiles adver- 
tised on the air. The same medicine with a different label. 


- 





Short Shots 
Ed Sullivan, Broadway columnist, will be the guest of Ted Husing 
over WABC....The Little Jack Littles have’ been married 12 years. 
They met at a party and were married a few hours later....Shep Fields 
opens at the Governor Clinton hotel with a WOR wire Aug. 13....Co- 
lumbia mike-masters are wondering what he meant when Irv Cobb 
said: ‘Even when he’s gargling a sore throat a radio announcer sounds 
eloquent....Dorothea Ponce (Ponce Sisters) operated on for appendicitis 
at the Flower Hospital, New York, last week.,..Bunny Coughlin (Fun- 
nyboners) sold his car because everything in it made a noise but the 
horn....Alice Joy is in a hospital in Chicago recovering from a fall.... 
Erva Giles to Maine....Tony Wons will be allotted only seven minutes 
on that new commercial which starts Aug. 20 over CBS....Peggy 
Keenan and Sandra Phillips take the rest....Emily Nathan, who left 
WOR'’s press department for a trip to the Coast, has rejoined that sta- 
tion....Bob Taplinger, CBS press department, is vacationing at the 
Thousand Islands....Annette Hanshaw has received a two weeks’ leave 
from Maxwell House Showboat. Doctors advised....Hilda Cole, CBS 
p.a., is taking flying lessons from Swanee Taylor, prof of aviation, who 
is also teaching Ted Husing....Alfred J. McCosker, directcr of WOR 
and president of the National Association of Broadcasters, sailed with 
Mrs. McCosker for a Caribbean cruise. They will be gone several weeks 
...-Loyal Lane, NBC engineer, is studying piano. The right hand 
doesn’t yet know what the left hand is doing....Wee Willie Robyn is 
trying out a new idea, depicting episodes in the lives of modern song- 
smiths. Friday night he will begin with Irving Berlin....Ramona’s last 
name is Davies. She met her better half when she was singing with 
Don Bestor’s orchestra. Davies was a tuba tooter....Harold Arlen, com- 
poser, is all set for radio with a Negro choir....‘Meet the Artist’ CBS 
programs will be resumed in September....Irving Kaufman, who sings 
on that morning commercial for NBC, filed a petition in bankruptcy in 
New Rochelle....Lu Lubin, WOR comedian, appears in a new program 
calculated to give him a lot more rope....Mary McCoy, NBC soprano, 
and Betty Barthell, are the female voices heard with the male quartet 
on that oil program Friday nights on WABC....‘Raising Junior,’ Peter 
Dixon's broadcast, goes off WOR this week....Helen Fox, CBS recep- 
tion room hostess from the Blue Grass country, celebrates a birthday 


Aug. 12, 


Scrambled Notes 

Peggy Healy is still ‘Fit as a Fiddle,’ but putting on a little weight.... 
Irvin S. Cobb spent four days between broadcasts in his home town of 
Paducah, Ky., and he picked the hottest days of the summer to go there 
....Little Marilyn Mack used to be billed as ‘Baby Adele’....Fred War- 
ing in a new role—as ‘straight’ for Mandy Lou....Sidney Ten Byck 
will master of ceremonies a new program at WOR called the ‘Goofa- 
liers’....Jack Denny, Jeannie Lang and Scrappy Lambert wil appear 
three times a week, Monday, Wednesday and Friday, instead of five-a- 
week, for Silver Dust....Allen Kent is back on the NBC announcing 
staff....The Boswells returned from London with Connie’s mumps all 
better....Alfred Wallenstein, New York Philttarmonic ‘cellist, is plotting 
a WOR concert with six or eight of these instruments....Pete Dixon's 
boy, David, shed his tonsils..,.Tony Wons returns from a summer va- 
cation Aug. 20....John S. Young has gone to the White Mountains for 
three weeks...,Niho Martini on the air only once a week now....Har- 
lan Eugene Read, WOR’s news analyst, allots 10 hours for the prepara- 
tion of a broadcast. Although the raconteur took a post-graduate course 
‘at Oxford, he sends out his words without a cane....Ailene Jackson had 
beén recommended to Irving Thalberg for pictures. When Thalberg 
was here and ready to hear her, Ailene was sick in bed....After nine 
months in Cleveland, Landt Trio and White have returned to NBC, New 
York....Ann Brae, for years teamed with her husband, Phil, on WOR, 





,is now appearing with Zelda Ray on that station....Gene Sargent is . 


flirting with Metro for pictures....Jacques Fray is writing postcards 
from Paris....Al Gaber, NBC orchestra leader, was called back four 
times from his vacation to handle auditions....Mary Eastman is retir- 
ing for a while, a baby....Absence from New York over the heated pe- 
riod of so many authors is forcing Percy Waxman to appear solo on 
WOR. Instead of interviewing the literati, he is again reviewing books 
....Johnny Marvin is headlining the Palace, Hartford....Two different 


agencies are auditioning for news spots....Barbara Maurel will be 
soloist with the Philadelphia Symphony at Robin Hood Dell Aug. 19. 
Howard Barlow will conduct....Frank Black planned a four weeks’ va- 


cation but had to cut it to three. That's his first cut. To Atlantic City 
for sword fishing....Bets are five to one that Jack Arthur (Arthur 
Campbell) will walk the matrimonial plank before '34....Frank Banta 
is once again pianist for the Revelers....All three of Don Ross's first 
three auditions landed commercials....Edwin M. Whitney, NBC pro- 
duction staff, married Emma M. Bolenius, of Lancaster, Pa., July 29. 

———————— 


C. D. WITH MATHIS 

Canada Dry account is slated to 
leave the N. W. Ayer office as soon 
as James N. Mathis, former Ayer 
executive, sets up his own advertis- 
ing agency. 

Mathis, financially 
the beverage company, expects to 





GIVOT TO METRO 
George Givot’s screen test has 
been oked by Metro and he departs 
for Hollywood the end of this week 
by plane after his current engage- 
ment at the RKO Palace, New York. 
Comedy Greek monologist of radio 


interested in 








is slated for ‘Hollywood Party.’ istart operating within two weeks. 
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~ Ed Wynn Recalled Pop's Advice 





Stuck a Year’s Air Salary Into 3d Radio 
Chain, That’s Nothing So Far 








Persistent rumors the past couple 
of weeks about Ed Wynn being 
out of his Amalgamated Broadcast- 


ing System. With Wynn on the 
coast, making a Metro picture and 
the almost weekly changing press 
relations managers in New York 
there’s nothing official about it. 

Wynn is said to have invested up 
to $200,000 of his own money so 
far in the ABS. Starting dates for 
the proposed ‘third chain’ have 
been variously shifted back ever 
since last June. Aug. 1 was the 
last starting date. 

Wynn, as a producer-actor, with 
presumed business understanding, 
is said to have fallen for the third 
ehain idea on the theory that if 
one hour can pay him $5,000 a week 
there must be plenty of gold in 
them thar air-waves for a guy who 
is the prez of a network. He’s 
even reported stating that he’d in- 
vest a full year’s income from 
radio — 52 weeks at $5,000 per, 
figure it out—to get his third chain 
going. He’s about put that much 
in already and it’s not yet started. 

Another story about Wynn’s pro- 
posal with the third network men- 
tions M. H. Aylesworth, president 
of NBC and also prez of RKO, 
having counseled Wynn that a 
third chain is almost an impossi- 
bility right now. Wynn is said to 
have replied something like this: 
“When I was a little boy, my father 
said I shouldn’t become an actor. 
But I did. Similarly, every time 
anybody has counseled me not to 
do anything, I did,’ with the ob- 
vious inference that his judgment 
was always substantiated by at- 
tendant success. 

The extent of the rumors in- 
eluded reports of Donald Flamm 
resigning as president of the 
Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co. 
(WMCA, New York) to replace 
Wynn as head of ABS, and WMCA 
to be the outlet of the new chain. 
Flamm denies this emphatically. 

Flamm averred that the only time 
he had heard from anyone connect- 
ed with the Amalgamated was last 
Winter when he asked whether 
WMCA would be willing to sell time 
to that network. His answer at the 
time, Flamm added, was that the 
WMCA facilities were open to any 
business organization at the regular 
card rates, but beyond the single 
query, said Flamm, he hasn’t heard 
from any one connected with the 
Wynn idea. 


They’ve Got the Coin 
And Yen, but L. A.’s 
Air Already Jammed 








Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

During his recent visit in Los 
Angeles, Harold LaFount, Federal 
radio commissioner for western 
states, interviewed 28 people who 
proved their financial stability ‘and 
expressed a desire to erect radio 
stations in the city of Los Angeles. 
LaFount could give them no hope 
for openings since this is the third 
most crowded city in the U. S. for 
broadcasting stations. Other two 
are New York and Chicago. State 
of California is over its quota of 
air licenses, too. 

Also during his visit LaFount 
conferred with Better Business 
Bureau officials regarding the best 
method of submitting evidence on 
Yadio rackets. It was decided that 
all BBB complaints would be 
flashed to the FRC and an imme- 








diate checkup by local officials of 
the commission would follow. 





NEEBE’S OWN BIZ 


Detroit, Aug. 7. 

J. H. Neebe has resigned from 
the position of vice-president and 
general manager of CKLW, local 


CES outlet, to start his own sell- 
Ng organization. 


vv 


KFAB Buys Opposish 


KFAB eliminated one of its 
Omaha rivals, KICK, by purchas- 
ing the competition outright. KICK 
is a recently opened one-lunger of 
100 watts. Purchase is believed 
to be for the greater purpose of 
providing Omaha with full time 
outlet for CBS programs. 

A member of the CBS net, KFAB 
has sought to give out programs it 
cannot use because of limited time 
and local business. This is the 
second time within the year that 
KFAB has bought opposition, first 
being purchase of KFOR, Lincoln. 
Plan of routing CBS programs to 
smaller station in Lincoln has been 
in effect since spring, and a similar 
plan is expected in Omaha. 


Brokers for Radio 
Scripts Just Don’t 
Exist, Say Writers 


Appendage that radio has yet to 
create is the literary agent to act as 
go-between for the freelance writer 
of dramatic scripts and the ad 
agencies. Newspapermen and others 
trying to crash the field complain 
there are no bona fide intermediaries 
of this description. 


To get a hearing or a reading at 
an agency, unless armed with an 
introduction, has proved a pretty 
fruitless pursuit, they say. In mak- 
ing the rounds of the agencies they 
have taken occasion to inquire 
whether the broadcasting trade con- 
tains within its ranks bureaus mak- 
ing a specialty of contacting the 
advertisers’ reps with dramatic 
scripts, and they have found that 
if such brokers exist the agencies 
know nothing about them, 


A Philadelphia newspaperman who 
has had a serial idea running on 
the station affiliated with his sheet 
for over a year, and who figured the 
time was ripe to cash in by way of 
a network commercial, came into 
New York last week for a tour of 
the agencies. With a batch of scripts 
under his arm he called on 11 and 
in no place got beyond the reception 
clerk. Convinced that this method 
of approach was hopeless, he scouted 
around for an established radio 
script broker but found that this 
type of contact didn’t exist. 














Seeking Program 


Dill’s Best Mixture is scouting 
for a show with which to make its 
network debut this fall. NBC will 
be the release if the program is set. 

Tobacco firm last week gave a 
hearing to a stanza including Ford 
Frick, sports announcer, and the 
Benny Kreuger band. McCann- 
Erickson is the agency. 


HILL ON NBC 

Edwin C. Hill goes NBC Aug. 16 
for a one-time broadcast bankrolled 
by Fisher Body. It will be the news 
commentator’s first release over an 
NBC hookup. CBS, to which he’s 
under management contract, has 
agreed to the appearance because 
of the General Motors connection. 
Program will be a part of the 
Fisher convention proceedings that 
night. Involved are 52 stations. 


STRONG DUTCH STATION 


The Hague, July 31. 

Tests made on the powerful 
Dutch government-station at Koot- 
wyk by AVRO were successful. Re- 
ports came in from all parts of 
Europe of good reception. 

So Hoiland is now ready for the 
coming air struggle when it has to! 








share its 1,875-mt@r-wave with 
Kharkov of the Soviets. If the 
Russians try to spoil Dutch broad- 
casting, Holland has a _ powerful} 





with this 


long wave ready to cope 


‘ONLY ONE BIG AUDIENCE 








GO TO SAME MOB 


Stage Seems Shorn of Names 
for Either—College Grad- 
uates in Ad _ Agencies 
Going Outside — Pictorial 
or Verbal Value in Ad- 
vertising ? 


TEST LIKE AUDITION 








Radio shoots at the same audi- 
ence that the film producers do. 
Radio is the picture business all 


over again, in its mass appeal, with 
startling analgous simitarities. 

Whenever the producers (adver- 
tising agencies) strive for prestige 
or artistic shows, they flop invari- 
ably with the masses, since the 
prime objective is the merchandic- 
ing effectiveness. 

Where down to fundamentals they 
annoy the big city execs who can’t 
seem to remove themselves from the 
metropolitan environment and think 
in the vein of the hinterlanders who 
go nerts about some crooner or 
some script show. 

Similarly, the radio powers, as 
with the film business all over 
again, are first discovering show 
business. Hollywood — discounting 
the silent infancy —learned about 
the rest of the amusement business 
the moment the infant industry 
started to talk. Similarly the young 
men of the radio who have come 
out of Harvard, Yale and Princeton 
business administration and adver- 
tising courses are first learning 
about show business. 

Having by now exhausted the es- 
tablished names of the stage for 
radio purposes, these young men 
behind their mahogany desks at the 
swank avenue addresses housing the 
advertising agencies must needs 
find out about other people who 
may have been famous or distin- 





| . 
|commercial effectiveness. 


guished in some capacity, before 
their time. 
New Material! 

None the less, it is this naievete 
of the radio administrators which 
has brought some heretofore unsus- 
pected talent to the ears of the 
country. In simple, show-me man- 
ner they have had little regard for 
past fame or name and the same 
idea of ‘audition’ still obtains. This 
is analagous to the screen test, 
where the stage personality some- 
times can’t be made to register as 
effectively in celluloid. 

Advertising sharks argue that it 
takes longer to get anything across 
aurally than optically. Once seen, 
not only the product name, but the 
symmetry of the trade-mark and 
the lettering impresses on the 
mind’s eye. Through the ear, they 
don’t visualize anything but a name. 
This must be drummed into the con- 
sciousness so long that eventually, 
when they want to buy coffee, tea, 
cigars, automobiles, gasoline, cos- 
metics, etc., they mention the name 
more or less automatically in parrot 
fashion. 

The audition theory is to psycho- 
logically match up the talent with 
the product. At least that was the 
original idea. The idea of compelling 
the fans to set their watches by cer- 
tain programs is the Utopian dream 
of any advertiser. There are but 
few air shows like that, most no- 
table being the Amos ’n’ Andy pro- 
gram, which is the time indicator 
to the vast hinterland. They have 
been known to cause farmers to 
come in from tilling the soil in order 
not to miss an episode. 

Since that constitutes the major- 
ity audience, what tney think about 
it in the big town is of little con- 
cern. Of course, if it’s an urbane 
product, the mentality of the key 
cities can’t be ignored, particularly 
where it’s a limited merchandizing | 


| hook-up. 


Like the film makers, the air ad- 
vertisers are constantly at the 
mercy of their audiences in their 





|so much per program the leaders, 





CBS Comebacks 





CBS has started calling back 
some of its personnel let out 
during the last payroll slash 
in the early spring. Pickup in 
business responsible. 

Additions made to the payroll 
so far affect the program and 
publicity departments. Among 
those returning in the latter 
division the past week was 
Holly Noble, assigned to com- 
‘mercial program contact. 


802 SCANNING 
COMMERCIALS 
FOR CHISELING 


Governing board of the New York 
musicians’ Local 802 has turned its 
attention to a claimed spread of 














BAN AND FILMS ‘NBC Worries as Midwest Indies Hold 
Choice Time for Local and Spot Stuff 


+ ieiensipdaneiamai 


Bunch at NBC now overboard on 
headaches are those in the traffic 
and stations relations departments 
whose job it is to clear the required 
time on affiliated outlets for net- 
work commercials. Currently hold- 
ing up consummation of a stack of 
orders for fall web facilities is the 
refusal of allied stations, most of 
them strategically located on the 
radio map, to load up their sched- 
ules with chain programs. 

Network found little difficulty in 
lining up the spots stipulated by 
clients until last week when one 
station after another started to 
thumbsdown requests for niches in- 
cluded in the evening stretches 
rated as choice time. These indie 
operated stations, as it developed, 
had suddenly decided that it was 
time they began to preserve some 
of the choice periods for themselves 
for local and spot broadcasting 
business that they figured should 
soon start coming their way. Since 
it looked like a big autumn for the 
networks, reasoned these stations, it 
would be logical to assume that the 
spot broadcasting end of the busi- 
ness was due to fare equally as well. 
Hence the decision to tighten on the 
amount of time allocated to the 
networks. 





underscaling practices among bands 
with commercial radio connections. 


Union says it is directing its inquiry 
particularly toward those leaders, 
or contractors, who have two or 
more sponsored programs and, who, 
therefore, have been able to indtce 
their men to. sidetrack scale re- 
quirements. 

Instead of paying the musicians 


avers the union, make it a lump sum 
arrangement covering all broadcasts 
that week with salaries entailed vi- 
olating the broadcasting scale set 
by the Local. 

Responsible for a major part of 
this chiseling, according to the 
union, are the leaders or freelance 
program builders who take a series 
of stanzas on the basis of a flat 
figure per broadcast. After closing 
the deal the band or freelance pro- 
ducer finds that he can’t get the 
vocal talent as cheaply as antici- 
pated, result being that he turns 
to the musicians for the coin clip- 
ping. 


SOUTH IS OVERBOARD 
ON AIR AD CONTRACTS 


Birmingham, Aug. 7. 

The anti-lottery law which pro- 
hibits newspapers from printing 
details of freak contests has turned 
out to be sauce for radio. Three 
local stations are being ducked in 
merchants’ contest giving every- 
thing away. 

The depression drove the ether 
advertisers to high pressure and 
their idea seems to be to entangle 
radio listeners in a lot of contests. 
Probably a couple of dozen or so 
going on in these parts now by 
small advertisers spending any- 
where from $5 to $50 a week on 
the air. 

Theatres are tieing up with the 
stations by giving passes. Pass 
gag has been pulled for months and 
is completely worn unconscious. 
Swift & Co., out of Chi, has re- 
newed a 13-week contract with 
WEBRC in a contest to sel] lard. 
Small advertisers believe in this 
type of ballyhoo. They think they 
are doing something unusual. If 
a person entered every contest now 
on the air locally he couldn’t sign 
a code not to work more than eight 
hours. 











Also accountable for these snags 
struck by NBC was the move made 
by two leading station reps, who, to 
protect themselves on spot broad- 
casting, obtained options on some of 
this choice time from important 
stations located for the most part in 
the midwest. It is in this area that 
NBC is meeting with the major por- 
tions of its worries on the tfme 
problem. 


Ill. Top State 
For Being Over 
Its Radio Quota 


Dubuque, Ia., Aug. 7. 

Illinois, with 10.79 more units 
than it is entitled to, is further 
above its allotment than any other 
state in the country. Indiana with 
1.69 units less than it is supposed 
to have, is farther under its quota 
than any other state. 
Despite numerous changes in the 
administration of the radio act 
Iowa is still 59% over its quota. 

State has been assigned and still 
has 11.60 radio units and should 
have only 7.30 under the system of 
tabulation used by the commission, 
The fourth zone, in which Iowa is 
located, is also. over quota to a 
greater extent than any other zone, 
The 10 states comprising this zone 
have been assigned 26% more fa- 
cilities than to which they are en- 
titled. 











May Jump ‘P&P’ Series 
To 5 Times Weekly 


Possibility that when renewal 
time rolls around for the ‘Potash 
and Perlmutter’ installment on 
NBC, Feenamint will increase the 
number of shows from three to five 
a week. It will make the only adult 
script affair, outside of the Amos 
’n’ Andy and The Goldbergs repre- 
sentations, running that number of 
times a week. 

Air version of the Montagu Glass 
characters made its debut the last 
week in June. 





Wasey Gets Fisher 


Detroit, Aug. 7. 
Erwin Wasey has taken over the 


Fisher jody advertising from 
Campbell Ewald Co. Whether this 
means Fisher will go on the air 
with a lengthy campaign is un- 
known at this time. The company 
has never gone in for air advertis- 
ing, although almost bought the 
Ziegfeld Follies of the Air which 
Chrysler took last year. 

This is the only General Motors 
account that Campbell Ewald does 


not handle now. 





Gen. Rubber Sticks 
General Rubber & Tire last week 
reversed its previous decision to 
quit bankrolling ‘Lives at Stake’ 
dramatic series on NBC with the 
Aug. 15 broadcast. 
Show, which debuted in April, 
now stays another 13 weeks. 
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OUTSTANDING PROG 


NATIONAL 


(Taking in chain programs of 


coast-to-ccast or regional hookups. 


Listing artist, chain and key station, time—EDST, out of New York— 
and days, if more than once weekly, commercial and advertising agency 


on the account. 


The time difference according to geographical location 


can be figured out for local reference accordingly.) 


(This and Next Week, Aug. 8 to 14) 


(All Time EDST) 


TUESDAY (AUG. 8) - 


Kate Smith (La Palina), 8:30-8:45 
p.m. CBS-WABC. Also Wed, & 
Thurs. (Batten-Barton, etc.). 

Julia Sanderson and Frank Crum- 
it, Parker Fennelly, Jack Shilkret 
orchestra, ‘Blackstone Plantation,’ 
8-8:30 p.m. WEAF-NBC (Black- 
stone Cigars). 

Raymond Paige’s orchestra and 
soloists, California Melodies, from 
Don Lee chain on the west coast via 
WABC-CBS, 10-10:45 p.m. 

The Goldbergs, with Gertrude 
Berg, James Waters, 7:45-8 p.m., 
NBC-WEAF. Also Wed., Thurs., 
Fri. & Mon. (Pepsodent) (Lord & 
Thomas agency). 

Amos ’n’ Andy, 7-7:15 p.mh., NBC- 
WJZ. Also Wed. Thurs. Fri. & 
Mon. Rebroadcast for the midwest 
and west 10 p.m., CDST (Pepso- 
dent). : 

Clara, Lu 'n’ Em, Louise Starky, 
Isabelle Carothers and Helen King, 
10:15-10:30 a.m, NBC-WJZ. Also 
Wed., Thurs., Fri. and Mon. (Palm- 
olive) (Lord & Thomas agency). 

Little Orphan Annie, 5:45-6 p.m., 
NBC-WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. 
& Mon, (Ovaltine) (Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert). ‘ 

Ben Bernie orchestra, with Jackie 
Heller, 9-9:30 pm, NBC-WEAF 
(Blue Ribbon Malt) (Matteson-Fo- 
garty-Jordan agency). 

Lowell Thomas, 6:45-7 p.m., NBC- 
WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs. Fri. & 
Mon. (Sun Oil Co.) (Roche, Wil- 
liaams & Cunningham agency). 

Household Musical Memories, Ed- 
gar A. Guest, Alice Mock, Josef 
Koestner orchestra, 10-10:30 p.m.. 
NBC-W4JZ. (Household Finance 
Corp.) (Charles Daniel Fry agency). 

‘Skippy,’ 5-5:15 p.m., CBS-WABC. 
Also Wed., Thurs. Fri. & Mon. 
(Phillips Dental Magnesia) (Sam- 
ple-Hummert). 

Boake Carter, 7:45-8 p.m., CBS- 
WABC. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & 
Mon. (Philco). 

(‘Trial by Jury,’ Gilbert and Sul- 
livan) Harold Sanford, conducting. 
8-8:30 p.m., NBC-WJZ. 


WEDNESDAY (AUG. 29) 


Fannie Brice, George Olsen music 
(Chase & Sanborn Tea), WEAF- 
NBC, 8-8:30 p.m, (J. Walter 
Thompson agency.) 

Potash and Perlmutter (Jos. 
Greenwald and Lou Welch), WJZ- 


NBC, 8:30-8:45 p.m, (Feenamint) 
(McCann-Erickson), 
The Poet Prince, WJZ-NBC, 


11:15-11:30 p.m. 

Irvin S. Cobb and Al Goodman’s 
orchestra, 9-9:15 p.m., CBS-WABC 
(Good Gulf). Also Fri., same time 
(Cecil, Warwick & Cecil). 

Guy Lombardo’s orchestra and 
Burns and Allen (White Owl cigar), 
9:30-10 p.m., CBS-WABC (J. Wal- 
ter Thompson). f 

Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
and ‘Mandy Lou,’ 10-10:30 p.m.. 
CBS-WABC (Old Gold) (Lennon & 
Mitchell). 

Edwin C. Hill, news, 10:30-10:45 
p.m., CBS-WABC. 

One Man’s Family, sketch with 
Anthony Smythe, 9:30-10 p.m., 
NBC-WEAF, originating from NBC 
San Francisco studios. 

Morton Downey, 7-7:15 p.m., CBS- 
WABC. Also Fri. 

Eva Le Gallienne, ‘Alice in Won- 
derland,’ 7:15-7:30, NBC-WJZ. 

‘Dance of the Ice Cubes,’ Howard 
Marsh, Snow Queens, Jacques Re- 
nard, directing, 10:30-10:45 p.m., 
CBS-WABC (Frigidaire). With 
Jane Froman, Fri., same time. 

Richard Himber, orchestra, from 
Essex House, 7:30-8 p.m. NBC- 
WJZ. 


THURSDAY (AUG. 10) 


Rudy Vallee-Fleischmann variety 
program, Marion Harris, Walter 
O'Keefe, Toscha Seidel, Mrs. Jennie 
Moskowitz. WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m. 
(Fleischmann’s Yeast) (J. Walter 
Thompson). 

Cap’n Henry’s Show Boat, in- 
cluding Chas. Winninger, Lanny 
Ross, Annette Hanshaw, Muriel! 
Wilson, Molasses 'n’ January, Don 
Voorhees orchestra, WEAF-NBC, 
9-10 p.m. (Maxwell House Coffee) 
(Benton & Bowles). 

Floyd Gibbons, the World's Fair 
Reporter, NBC service from Chi- 
cago to WJZ, 8:45-9 p.m. 

Columbia Revue, variety hour 
with Freddie Rich’s orchestra, 9:30- 
10 p.m., WABC-CBS. : 

Countess Olga Albani, Louis 
Katzman, directing, 7:15-7:30 p.m., 
NBC-WEAF. : 

Concert Footlights, Mario Cozzi, 
Sada Shuchari, Joseph Littau, di- 
recting, 7:15-7:45 p.m., NBC-WJZ. 
Glenn Gray’s Casa Loma orch., 
midnite to 12:30 a.m., CBS-WABC. 
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Al Jolson, Paul Whiteman, Deems 
Taylor, m.c., and variety show, 10- 
11 p.m., NBC-WEAF, coast-to-coast 
(Kraft-Phenix Products) (J. Wal- 
ter Thompson). 


FRIDAY (AUG. 11) 


Cities Service hour, with Jessica 
Dragonette, the Cavaliers (Henry 
Shope, Frank Parker, John Seagle, 
Elliott Shaw, Lee Montgomery). 
Frank Banta and Milton Retten- 
berg, Rosario Bourdon’s orchestra, 
WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m. (Cities Ser- 
vice Gasoline) (Lord & Thomas). 
Fred Allen, Portland Hoffa, Jack 
Smart, Roy Atwell, Phil Duey, 
Eileen Douglas, Ferdie Grofe or- 
chestra, 9-9:30 p.m. WEAF-NBC 
(Best Foods) (Benton & Bowles). 
lika Chase, Hugh O’Connell, Lee 
Wiley, Paul Small, Victor Young 
orchestra, WEAF-NBC, 9:30-10 
p.m, (Ponds’ Cream) (J. Walter 
Thompson). 

Andre Kostelanetz presents Mary 
Eastman, Evan Evans, orchestra. 
choir, 9:30-10 p.m., WABC-CBS. 
Lou Holtz, Grace Moore, Lennie 
Hayton’s orchestra, 10-10:30 p.m., 
WABC-CBS (Chesterfield) (Newell- 
Emmett agency). 

‘First Nighter,’ with June Mere- 
dith, Don Ameche, Carlton Brickert 
and Cliff Soubier, 10-10:30 p.m., 


NBC-WJZ (Campagna Italian 
Balm) (McCann Erickson). 
Armour Hour, with Phil Baker, 


Harry McNaughton, Merrie Men, 
Neil Sisters, Roy Shield orchestra, 
$:30-10 p.m. NBC-WJZ (Armour 
Packing) (N. W. Ayer agency). 
‘Let’s Listen to Harris,’ Phi. 
Harris and orchestra, Leah Ray, 
9-9:30 p.m., NBC-WJZ (Cutex) (J. 
Walter Thompson). 

Andre Kostelanetz presents, with 
Mary Eastman, Evan Evans, 9:30- 
10 p.m., CBS-WABC, 

Lum and Abner’s Oldtime So- 
ciable, 10:30-11 p.m., NBC-WEAF, 
originating from WTAM. 


SATURDAY (AUG. 12) 
Rex Battle concert ensemble, 
WEAF-NBC out of Toronto (via 
CRCT), 1:30-2 p.m, 
Week-end Revue, variety show, 
NBC-WEAF, 4-5 p.m. 
Ferde Grofe orchestra, Conrad 
Thibault, WEAF-NBC, 9-9:15 p.m. 
(Philip Morris Cigaret) (Biow 
agency). 
B. A. Rolfe orchestra, with Rudy 
Wiedoeft, WEAF-NBC, 10-11 p.m. 


(Hudson-Essex) (Blackman 
agency). 
Philadelphia Summer Concerts 


from Fairmount Park, Philadelphia, 
8:30-9:15 p.m., WABC-CBS. 

Glen Gray and Casa Loma or- 
chestra, 7:30-8 p.m., CBS- WABC. 


The Witching Hour, Georgia 
Graves, Sidney Smith, Richard 
Maxwell, Darl Bethmann, Earl 


Waldo and Dana S. Merriman or- 
chestra, 11:30-12 p.m., NBC-WJZ. 


(SUNDAY (AUG. 13) 

Alfredo’s marimba orchestra, 
WEAF-NBC, 10:30-11 a.m. 

Major Bowes’ Capitol Family 
from ‘Capitol theatre, N. Y., 11:16 
&.m.-12:15 p.m., WEAF-NBC, va- 
riety show, with Maria Siiviera. 
Hannah Klein, Nicholas Consentino, 
Dick Dennis, Tom McLaughlin, 
Four Minute Men, Waldo Mayo, 
Phil Spitalny conducting. 

Bert Lahr, llomay Bailey and Lee 
Sims, Leo Carillo, Rubinoff’s or- 
chestra, WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m. 
(Chase & Sanborn Coffee) (J. Wal- 
ter Thompson), 

Col. Louis McHenry Howe, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s secretary, 10-10:15 
p.m. WEAF-NBC. Walter Trum- 
bull interviewing him on nationai 
affairs. (RCA Victor.) 

Radio City Music Hall Concert, 
Roxy (S. L. Rothafel) as m.c., with 
Erno Rapee’s orchestra, choir and 
soloists, 12:15-1:15 p.m., WJZ-NBC. 

Arthur Brisbane, The Revelers, 
Al Goodman’s orchestra, WJZ- 
NBC, 9:9-30 p.m. (Good Gulf Gaso- 
lne) (Cecil, Warwick & Cecil). 

Goldman Band, Edwin Franko 
Goldman conducting, from the Mall, 
Central Park, 9:30-10 p.m. WJZ- 
NBC, 

Frank Crumit and Julia Sander- 
son, 5:30-6 p.m., WABC-CBS (Bond 
Bread) (Batten, Barton, etc.). 

The Gauchos, Vincent Sorey con- 
ducting, with Tito Guizar, 9-9:30 
p.m., WAEC-CBS. 

Manhattan Merry-Go-Round, Ta- 
mara, David Percy, Men About 
Town, Gene Rodemich orchestra, 9- 
9:30 p.m. NBC-WEAF. ~- (Lyon’s 
Tooth Powder) (Blackett-Sample- 





Hummert). 
American Album of Familiar Mu- 
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sic, Frank Munn, Elizabeth Lennox, 
Oohman = and rden, Bertrand 
Hirsch, Gus Haenschen orchestra, 
9:30-10 p.m. NBC-WEAF. (Bay- 
er’s Aspirin) (Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert), 

Willard Robison’s Deep River 
symphony, 5-5:15 p.m., CBS-WABC. 
Also Thursday, 10:15-10:45 p.m. 

Symphony Hour, Howard Barlow, 
directing, 4-5 p.m., CBS-WABC, 


MONDAY (AUG. 14) 

A&P Gypsies, Harry Horlick di- 
recting, Frank Parker, WEAF-NBC, 
9-9:30 p.m. (Atlantic & Pacific). 

Sinclair Minstrels (Gene Arnold, 

Chauncey Parsons, Bill Childs, Mac 
McCloud, Clifford Soubier, Harry 
Kogen directing, NBC-WJZ out of 
Chicago, 9-9:30 p.m, (Sinclair Oil). 
Jack Front Melodies with Sam 
Herman, Josef Pasternack’s orches- 
tra and guest artist, 9:30-10 p.m. 
(National Sugar Refining) (Gotham 
agency). 
Morgan L. Eastman orchestra, 
Gene Arnold, Lullaby Lady, 10- 
10:30 p.m., NBC. (No N. Y. release) 
(Carnation Milk) (Erwin Wasey 
agency). 


LOCAL SHOWS 


(Embracing same data as Na- 
tional programs, giving time, artists, 
programs, not on a network hook- 
commercial, agency, etc., of local 
up, regional or national.) 
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NEW YORK 


(AUG. 8 TO 14) 
(All Time EDST) 








TUESDAY (AUG. 8) 


Eddy Brown, violinist, with mini- 
ature symphony maestroed by 
George Shackley, 8:30-9 p.m., WOR. 
Footlight Echoes, directed by 
Geo. Shackley, Lewis Reid an- 
nouncer, 9:30-10 p.m., WOR. 
Reinald Werrenrath, barytone, 
7:45-8 p.m., WMCA-WPCH. 

Jewish Little Symphony with 
Ghetto Singers, Nochum Goroschin, 
directing, 9-9:30 p.m., WINS (Gen- 
eral Foods Products) (Benton & 
Bowles). 

‘Sleepy Time Lady,’ Claire Stet- 
son Russoto, 6:15-6:30, WINS. 
Same time every day but Sun. 


WEDNESDAY (AUG. 9) 
Market and Halsey Street Play- 


house, Roger Bower, m.c.; Lee Cron- 
ican, conductor, 10:30-11 p.m., 
WOR. 


Beniamino Riccio, baritone, 9- 
$-30 p.m., WMCA (Simmons Tours). 
‘The Beggar’s Bowl,’ Basil Ruys- 
dael, narrator, 10-10:15, WOR. 


THURSDAY (AUG. 10) 


Bronx Marriage Bureau, 
p.m., WOR. 

‘Men of WOR,’ variety, Sherman 
Keene directing, Grenadiers Quar- 
tet, Walter Ahrens, 10:30-11 p.m., 
WOR. 

Merle Alcock, soprano, 9-9:30 
p.m., WMCA-WPCH. 

Merle Johnston's Saxophone 
Quartet and Pauline Alpert, pianist, 
7:45-8 p.m., WOR. 


9-9:15 


FRIDAY (AUG. 11) 
Harold Stern’s orchestra, 8:45-9 
p.m., WOR (Crystal Corp.). 
Olive Kline, soprano; Sol Shapiro, 
conducting, 9-9:30 p.m., WMCA. 


Commonwealth Opera Co. Ga- 
briel Sineoni, conducting, from 
George Washington Stadium, 10-11 
p-m., WMCA. 

Hendrik de Leeuw, ‘Tales of a 
Globe Trotter; 8:15-8:30 p.m., 
WMCA., 


SATURDAY (AUG. 12) 


WOR Little Symphony orchestra, 
Philip James, conducting, with Edna 
White, trumpeter, 8-9 p.m., WOR. 

Silverbell, with Sylvia Miller, 
Madeline Hardy, Elmo Russ, 9:15- 
9:30, WMCA. 


(SUNDAY (AUG. 13) 
Irving Aaronson orchestra from 
Riis Park, Long Island, 7-7:30 p.m., 
WOR. 


Woodbury revue, with Roxanne 


and her orchestra, Al and Lee 
Reiser, Jack Arthur, 7:30-8 p.m., 
WOR. 


Red Lacquer and Jade, George 
Shackley, directing, Basil Ruysdael, 
narrator, 6-6:30 p.m., WOR. 

Margaret Anglin Presents, with 
Robert Beddele, organist, 6:30-7 
p.m., WOR. 

‘Radiant Revue,’ Al and Lee 
Reiser, Jack Arthur, Roxanne, con- 
ducting, 7:30-8 p.m., WOR (Wood- 
bury cosmetics) (J. Walter Thomp- 
son). 

Choir Invisible, Vera Osborne, 
Annette Simpson, Veronica Wig- 
gins, John Qhine, David Croswell, 
George O’Brien, Jack Keating; 
George Shackley, directing, 8:30-9 





p.m., WOR. 


Modern American Composers, 


Lambros Callimahos, flutist; Vivian 
Fine, pianist, 8-8:30, WEVD. 


e MONDAY (AUG. 14) 

Back Stage, with Borris Morros 
from Paramount theatre, N. Y., with 
orchestra, soloists, 8:30-9 p.m., 
WOR. 

Alfred Wallenstein’s Sinfonetta, 
Veronica Wiggins, soloist, 10:30-11 
p-m., WOR. 


CHICAGO 


(AUG. 8 TO AUG. 14) 
(All Time CDST) 








WEDNESDAY (AUG. 9) 


Quinn Ryan at the Fair, 6:45-7 
p.m., WGN. (Dodge Bros. Motors- 
Havoline Oil) (Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency). 

Art Kahn’s orchesta with Fritz 
Clark, 7-7:17 p.m., WBBM. Also 
Fri. and Mon. (Dr. Bobo’s Laxative) 
(Gunther-Bradford agency). 


Palace Theatre Varieties with 
RKO vaude acts, 8:45-9 p.m., 
WMAQ. (Staged by John Josep 
and NBC production staff.) 

Ted Weems orchestra, WENR, 
8:45-9 p.m., 12-12:30 a.m. nightly. 

Hal Kemp orchestra, WGN, 7:30- 
7:45 p.m., 12-12:15, and 1-1:30 a.m. 

Paul Ash orchestra, WGN (after- 
noons only), 12:30-12:45, 1-1:15, 
2:30-2:45. 

Francis X. Bushman, film gossip, 
10:10-10:15 a.m. WGN. Also every 
other week day. 


THURSDAY (AUG. 10) 
Charlotte Learn (Mrs. J. J. Gar- 
rity) in dramatic skits, and every 
day, WENR, 10:30-10:45 a.m. (Col- 
lege Inn Tomato Juice) (Harry At- 
kinson agency). 


FRIDAY (AUG. 11) 


Ben Bernie orchestra, WENR- 
NBC, 11-11:30 a.m. Pabstette 
Cheese. Supplementary to night 


program for same company’s malt. 
(Premier Pabst Sales Co.) (Matte- 
son-Fogarty-Jordon agency). 


SUNDAY (AUG. 13) 
Chicago A Capella Choir with 
Noble Cain, WENR-NBC, 3:30-4 
p.m. (sustaining). 


MONDAY (AUG. 14) 

Singing Lady (Irene Wicker), 
daily except Sat.-Sun., WGN-NBC, 
4:30-4:45 p.m. (Kellogge’s Corn 
Flakes) (N. W. Ayer agency). 

State-Lake Headliners, with 
Verne Buck and vaudeville acts. 
Continuity by Fritz Blocki, 6 p.m., 
WBBM. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(AUG. 13 TO 18) 
(All Time PST) 








Crosscuts from the Log o’ the 
Day,’ KPO, 8:15-9:15 a.m., daily ex- 
cept Sunday. Dr. Lawrence L. Cross, 
philosopher, and Southern Harmony 
Four, colored quartet. 

John and Ned, harmony team, 
KGO, 1:45-2 p.m., daily except Sun- 
day. 

Langendorf Pictorial, KGO, 3-3:15 
p-m., daily except Saturday and 
Sunday. Air column by and with 
Rush Hughes. (Langendorf Bak- 
ery) (J. Walter Thompson). 

Hodge Podge Lodge, KFRC, 4:15- 
4:45 p.m., Mon., Wed., Fri. Comedy 
lodge meeting by and with Jennison 
Parker. 


SUNDAY (AUG. 13) 

Paul Carson, organist, ‘Builder of 
the Bridge to Dreamland,’ KGO, 
10-10:15 p.m. 

Silhouettes, KPO, 6:30-7:15 p.m. 
Semi-classical music with Irving 
Kennedy, tenor, and Charles Hart 
orchestra. 


MONDAY (AUG. 14) 


Demi-Tasse Revue, KGO, 7:30-8 
p.m. Gus Arnheim’s band on alter- 
nating weeks with Anson Weeks; 
drama, ‘Tropic Terrors,’ by and with 
Walter Paterson and Ralph Leon; 
Ernie Smith, special announcer. 
(MJB Coffee) (Lord & Thomas). 

Blue Monday Jamboree, KFRC, 
8-10 p.m. Variety show, first hour 
sponsored by Shell Oil Co. (J. Wal- 
ter Thompson). Second half sus- 
taining. 

Stars of the West, KGO, 8:30-9 
p.m. Musical show with Irving 
Kennedy, Mary Wood, Acme Quar- 
tet, Meredith Willson’s Orch. (Acme 
srew) (Emil Brisacher). 

NBC Drama Hour, KPO, 9-9:30 
p.m. 


TUESDAY (AUG. 15) 
Meredith Willson and His Orches- 
tra, KGO, 11:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
Transcontinental dance music with 
guest vocalists. 
Memory Lane, KGO, 7:15-7:45 





p.m. Indiana drama by and with 
Ted Maxwell, Billy Page, Eileen 


RAMS ON THE AIR 


crogntt. (Wesson Oil) (Fitzgerala, 


Carefree Carnival, 


KPO, 8-10 
p.m. Variety show with Ryan and 
Noblette, Willson’s Orch. Doric 


Quartet, Charlie Marshall, Cynthj 
Tommy Harris, Mary Wood Nat 
Tollinger. 





WEDNESDAY (AUG. 16) 
Eddie Peabody, KGO, 7:30-8 p.m, 


Entertainer -with orch. (Safewa 
Stores). (Botsford, Constantine, 
Gardner). 


One Man’s Family, KGO, 9-9:39 
p.m. Drama by Carlton E, Morse, 
J. Anthony Smythe, Billy Page, Mi- 
netta Allen, Michael Raffetto, Ber. 
nice Berwin. Transcontinental is 
sent east at an earlier hour. 

Waltz Time, KPO, 9:30-10 pm, 
Ben Klassen, tenor, Wilison’s Orch, 





THURSDAY (AUG. 17) 

Standard Symphony Hour, KGO, 
8-9 p.m., Alfred Hertz conducting, 
(Standard Oil) (McCann-Erickson), 

Borden Capers, KTAB, 7-9 p.m, 
Variety show with two bands, staff 
talent. (Bordon Milk) (McCann- 
Erickson). 

Death Valley Days, KGO, 7:30.8 
p.m Drama with George Rand, 
Charles McAllister, others. (Pacific 
Coast Borax) (McCann-Erickson), 


FRIDAY (AUG. 18) 


Sunburst of Song, KPO, 9:30-10 
p.m., 12 NBC star singers. 


DENVER 


(AUG. 10 TO AUG. 15) 
(All Time MST) 








THURSDAY (AUG. 10) 


Frankie Master’s Lakeside orches- 
tra, KOA, 8:30 p.m. Also 10:15 p.m, 
Aug. 4, 3:30 p.m. Aug. 6, 7 p.m. Aug, 
7, 8:15 p.m. Aug. 9. 

Victor Jungbluth’s orchestra, 
KOA, from Estes Park, 9 p.m.; also 
12:30 p.m. Aug. 6, 10:30 p.m. Aug. 8, 

Janet Bible, contralto; Bill Rogers, 
piano; Pat Burns, director. Lunch- 
eon Melodies, noon every day except 
Sunday, KLZ. 





FRIDAY (AUG. 11) 


Gene Quaw’s Cosmopolitan Hotel 
orchestra, 1 p.m., 7:30 p.m., KOA; 
also 11 p.m., Aug. 6. 

Rob Root, pianolog, 4 p.m., KLZ. 

‘The Merry Widow,’ from Central 
City, Colo., opera house, 1:30 p.m, 
KOA. 


SATURDAY (AUG. 12) 

Denver Municipal Band concert, 
John §S. Leick, director, KOA, 8:15 
p.m.; also 8:15 p.m. Aug. 6. 

Jack Walton’s Brown Palace Ho- 
tel band, KOA to NBC west nete 
work, 11 p.m.; also 7 p.m. Aug. 7; 
1:15 p.m. Aug. 8. 


SUNDAY (AUG. 13) 
Mrs. Reynolds-Bengston, organist, 
Bob Harper, soloist, KLZ, 10 p.m, 
Sunday. 


TUESDAY (AUG. 15) 
Henry Trustman Ginsberg, violin- 
ist; Fay Roswell, piano; 5:30 p.m. 
KOA. 
The Melody Master, 
KOA. 


5:45 p.m, 


WEDNESDAY (AUG. 16) 
Ralph Hansell, xylophonist, 6:30 
p.m., KOA, 


LOS ANGELES 


(AUG. 11 TO AUG. 17) 
(All Time PST) 


FRIDAY (AUG. 11) 


Salvatore Santaella’s dinner mu- 
sic, KMTR, 6:15-6:30 p.m., nightly 
except Saturday. Sustaining. 

‘In Laws,’ KFAC, 6:45-7 P.M 
comedy serial every evening but 
Sunday. (Auburn-Cord). 

‘Hon. Archie and Frank Wata- 
nabe, KNX, 7-7:15 p.m., comedy 
serial, every evening but Sunday. 
(Marion R. Gray Co.) 

‘Globe Headlines,’ KHJ, 8-8:15 DP 
m., newspaper serial. Tues., Wed- 
Thurs. and Fri. (Globe Mills) (Daa 
B. Miller.) 1 

‘Tapestries of Life,’ KHJ, 8: 30- 
p.m., semi-classical orchestra. (Fore 
est Lawn.) 

Sid Lippmna and Cocoanut Grove 
orchestra, KFI, 10:15-11 p.m. Suse 
taining. Nightly except Sunday. 

Ray Paige symphony orchestra 
KHJ, 11-12 p.m. Sustaining. 








SATURDAY (AUG. 12) 


Hollywood Bowl concert, KFL 

8:15-10 p.m. Sustaining. 4 . 

KNX Varieties, KNX, 8-9 poe 
Sus 


Revue with Jack Carter. 
ing. 
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FOODS’ SIDESHOW, 

BEST allen, Ferdie Grofe, Roy At- 
will, Jack Smart, Portiand Hoffa, 
Eileen Douglas, Phil Dewey 

Comedy, Songs, Band 

COMMERCIAL, 

WEAF, New York ; 

; ral Foods may now iay 

oun 0 two of the top shows of 

the air. Taking rank alongside 


axwell House Coffee Showboat is 
ao. Fred Allen-Ferdie Grofe com- 
pination with which the victual 

cker replaced its Musical Gro- 
cery Store last Friday (4). In this 
9-9:30 p. m. (EDST) stretch the 
mayonnaise end of the GF com- 
pine is giving 4 potpourri of en- 
tertainment which sparkles with 
originality, crack comedy for which 
the adult level makes it doubly im- 
pressive and tuneful phrases that 


blend perfectly. 

Allen has brought with him the 
stooge menage that helped lift him 
to click rating on the Linit session. 
The line of stuff he and his bunch 
used on this debut occasion was sim- 
jlar in style to that of the Linit 
connection, only here it’s more 
cleverly confected. For a first 
show this was as smooth a piece of 
dovetailing, balancing and pacing 
as.could be expected. Of laugh 
pulling material it had plenty and 
enough variety to make the half 
hour seem to have passed too 
quickly. 

As an example of slick and pain- 
less weaving in of the plug, the 
Egyptian mummy bit was an in- 
novation of its kind. Mixed of 
fantasy and humor the item had 
a quality of oddness about it that 
likely registered the ad message far 
more effectively than any 200 or 
more words of straight sales copy. 
But instead of letting this punch 
twist stand by itself Best Foods 
had to take the edge off by imme- 
diately following up with a straight 
announcement taking a backhanded 
slap at a competitive product. Bet- 
ter judgment would have dictated 
reserving this line for a later por- 
tion of the program, or not at all. 
Aside from this the ad intrusions 
were deftly handled and made a 
decided contrast to the way they 
were dealt out on the Musical Gro- 
cery Store stanza. 

Allen framed his mirth episodes 
around a tour of the Chicago Ex- 
position with his the role of a 
guide. He and his stooge bunch 
moved brisquely from exhibit to 
exhibit and from one midway con- 
cession to another, uncorking a 
solid profusion of comedy high- 
lights as they went along. The 
exchange with Portland Hoffa had 
a satisfactory average of laughs 
but could have stood cutting down 
to the advantage of the program’s 
pace. Roy Atwill’s allotment was 
just enough to spread a few giggles 
and to give ‘em an idea of his 
brand of tomfoolery. 

Neatly and briefly interpolated 
were the Ferdie Grofe orchestral 
interludes, while Phil Duey aired a 
couple of refrains and revealed a 
baritone in the program’s favor. 

Odec. 


PevCHOLOGY CLINIC OF THE 


Dr. Jacob List 
Talk 
Sustaining 
WEVD, New York 


If there is any particular time of 
the day when man is most aware 
and sensitive of his ailments, be 
they actual or imaginary, it’s the 
rising hour. And while in this state 
of mind he’s probably especially re- 
ceptive to anything that smacks of 
medical information or advice. 
WEVD, alone of the New York out- 
lets, has taken advantage of this 
human penchant. Instead of feed- 
ing its listeners at 8:30 a.m. with 
eheerio pap or setting up exercises, 
it sets a medic before the mike to 
descant on common mental and ner- 
vous ills and on ways to avoid or 
cure them. 

Xr. Jacob List, who fills this 
quarter hour spot every morning 
except Sat. and Sun., is the psychol- 
ogist for the New York Association 
of the Blind, the New York State 
Department of Mental Hygiene and 
is a lecturer at the Institute of Ad- 
vanced Education. The announcer 
describes him as bringing to his air 
stint 15 years of practice. 

For a lecturer on subjects medi- 
cal, Dr. List has a curiously im- 
Passioned style. With him it isn’t 
a matter of setting down a parade 
of facts and letting them go at that. 
Influenced obviously by the presence 
of the mike, he gives his readings a 
dramatic fervor comparable to the 
soapbox. Nevertheless, his is a 
mike personality, a voice that com- 
bines authority with effective de- 
ivery, and the chances are that he 
is a bet for some daytime network 
commercial. Odee. 


JOHN BARNES WELLS 
Songs 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 
Concert tenor here from his sum- 
mer home in the Catskills to give a 
quarter hour evening program over 
way. Sang eight numbers, five of 
Which were short and light in vein, 
& trio being his own compositions. 
We lls 


opened with ‘Singing,’ in 
Which he displayed a voice and an 
interpretative style that stamped 
him as a yecalist of €alibre. 
Jaco. 


OLDSMOBILE PROGRAM 

Ted Husing, Leon Belasco 
Barbara Maurel, Hummingbirds 
Songs, Talk, Band 

WABC, New York 


Three qualities that Oldsmobile 
has set out to convey about its 
product through this program are 
smartness, speed and what it terms 
‘champion performance.’ To put 
over .he speed angle the auto maker 
has had these Tues. and Thurs, 
evening 15-minute stanzas routined 
at a pell mell pace. To broach the 
idea of smartness it’s introducing 
Piccadilly and Back Bay dialects, 
while the ‘champion performance’ 
connotation is presumed to derive 
from a Ted Husing exhuming of 
some outstanding sports events of 
recent years, 

From the echnical angle these 
programs are production perfect. 
In fact they’re so perfect that they 
have all the machine-made qualities 
of a good recording, all the ear- 
marks of CBS studio construction 
and they are the sort of thing that 
the network, on the New York end, 
has developed a knack of turning 
out by the dozen to plug up sus- 
taining gaps. They appeal to the 


ear, move swiftly and make for 
satisfactory entertainment. What- 
ever the impression upo. the 


listener it is anything but an im- 
passive one due to the fact that 
totally lacking here is a touch of 
human personality. 


All Oldsmobile has done is to take 
one of these machine-built packages 
of entertainment and load it up with 
advertising. No escaping mention 
of the car for more than a minute. 
It’s linked up with the introduction 
of every one of the band and vocal 
numbers, it’s there at the opening 
for a lengthy spiel, it takes a 
chunk of time out midway through 
the quarter hour for a iengthy spiel, 
and again lays it on thickly during 
the Husing recital. 

However, there is just enough 
time allowed on these sessions for 
Barbara Maurel, CBS contralto to 
standby, to retail a couple of ear 
soothing specialties with the Hum- 
mingbirds foursome blending in 
pleasantly and for Leon Belasco’s 
combo to give vigor and rich melody 
to a brace of tangoes. The Husing 
contributions so far have lacked 
the illusion of exciting competition 
despite the attempt to bolster them 
with crowd roar and other sound 
effects. Odec. 





PONTIAC MINSTREL 
Don Ross 


Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

When it comes to the final show- 
down it’s the wife that designates 
the make of the family car, and s0 
General Motors is experimenting 
with the idea of making the sales 
appeal direct to her through radio 
as it has done for years in print 
media. Car elected here is Pontiac 
and the lone entertainer for the in- 
veigling of femme interest is Don 
Ross, 

Ross here is doing a sort of 
‘Smilin’ Ed McConnell. He’s taken 
on the drawling delivery of the lat- 
ter act, feeding them a similar 
down-country line of wheedling 
chatter and cueing the sales’ talk 
from his song titles, very much in 
the McConnell manner. Only things 
missing are the McConnell piano 
and hymn interludes, 

Through Ross, Pontiac has set out 
to project a vagabond sales angle. 
For his program signature there’s 
‘Singing a Vagabond Song’ and the 
lad’s patter is so framed as to stress 
the aptitude of the Pontiac for sum- 
mer vacation knocking about. 

With his rich, rounded baritone 
and knack for the types of caroling 
he attempts, Ross should turn out a 
sound investment for the auto 
maker. The character they’ve out- 
lined for him here makes a good 
fitting for the Ross personality. 

Prior to moving on to New York, 
Ross, the husband of Jane Frohman, 
did a twosome for about two years 
with Jack Brooks over WBBM, Chi- 
cago, and CBS links originating 
from that town. Columbia has also 
scheduled him for sustaining re- 
leases. For Pontiac he’s doing three 
afternoon periods a week with over 
50 stations involved. Odec. 


ALLEN COURTNEY 
Talk 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL ¥ 
WOV, New York 

Allen Courtney is a flip commen- 
tator. He so mixes up his plugs for 
the presumably subsidized picture 
house attractions, and compares 
them disparagingly with the (pre- 
sumably) non-commercial films and 
theatres, that he lends an unusual 
verity to this type of gab. In stress- 
ing certain of the circuit theatres 
he takes a left-handed pan at other 


theatres and films to illustrate his 
points. 
On in the morning for 15 min- 


utes over WOV for the International 





GORDON GRAHAM, OHMAN and 
ARDEN 
Songs, Piano Team 


15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 

Salada Tea is the advertiser. 
Gordon “Graham is a romantic 
singer; Phil Ohman and Victor 
Arden, a well-known two-piano 


team who, besides serving the pur- 
pose of artistic contribution and 
distinctive accompaniment, are an 
economic factor in that their full 
pianology circumvents the neces- 
sity for an orchestra, 

Salada, along with Lipton’s, 
White Rose and the A. & P. tea 
brands rates among the best sell- 
ing teas in the country. As such, 
with a basic merit and popular ap- 
peal, the need for any radio bally 
really resolves itself down to an 
institutional plug. 

That’s the differenc. between 
Salada and, for example, Chase & 
Sanborn’s tea product. C&S man- 
aged to ballyhoo its ‘dated coffee’ 
into commer:ial prominence but 
has yet a long, long way to go 
to put its tea up front with the 
big tea sellers. 

Salada, for whatever reason any 
product enjoys top merchandizing 
popularity, is thus in a fortunate 
position of either being content 
with a time-honored rep, or stand- 
ing off any inroads from agegres- 
sively competitive brands. It has 
selected the latter through the me- 
dium of some radio bally on its 
own, being content to cover the 
metropolitan sector via WOR'’s 
powerful Atlantic seaboard cover- 
age, and not invest as prodigiously 
as C&S Tea in an assortment of 
name talent on the mike. 


This conservatism should prove 
something or other to any product 
or its merchandizing mentors, i.e., 
agencies. For one thing, Salada 
must be fundamentally sound in 
its quality, price, flavor or any 
given reason that satisfies the ma- 
jority of American housewives to 
have won its way to foremost sales 
grading. That it is content to let 
its quality appeal sustain it, but 
not unprogressive enough as to 
permit competition cutting in too 
sharply is probably answered with 
this modest thrice-a-week pro- 
gram. 

Salada isn’t new to the air. Flo 
and Lee Kennedy were its previous 
entertaining come-ons until Lee 
Kennedy became ill and this new 
line-up was substituteé. 

It’s a very worth-while program 
in many respects. It’s not frugal 
with its ad spieling but it is well- 
staged. The clinking ice anc the 
gurgle of the ‘refreshing Salada 
tea,’ against the mike, come 
through mos* realistically. Hot 
weather hookup is a natural and 
the best season for tea merchan- 
dizing. The Java, Ceylon and Indo- 
China geographical statistics, the 
price (75 zlasses out of a 15c. pack) 
and the other selling wrinkles are 
snappily put over, 

And in between, Gordon Graham 
exemplifies his ‘He Loved Music’ 
theme song with romantic numbers 
and Ohman and Arden give out 
pianology as only they do. Abel. 


‘LOOKING FOR A BRIDE’ 
Comedy Sketch 
COMMERCIAL 

WEVD, New York 

From this serial of Yiddish and 
English mixture the panderers of 
material to network comics may be 
able to lift a leaf on how to project 
graphically and effectively humor 
entirely dependent on situation. The 
author of this one has the idea down 
to a nicety, even though the action 
he resorts to is katzenjammer of a 
low intelligence quutient. The bits 
are deftly developed and carried 
along swiftly to a farce climax easy 
to visualize. As for the gags in the 
crossfire passages, they’re literal 
adaptations of Joe Miller’s. Little 
chance of even the element to whom 
they’re directed not knowing the 
answers before the comic pops them. 

Story of this Thursday night 
series revolves around a sap lad in 
quest of a mate. Other characters 
studding the installment are the 
marriage broker, prospective brides 
and their mothers. Continuities are 
so framed that occasionally one of 
the characters may give way to 
caroling a comedy ditty. 

Back of the program is the Sachs 
furniture stores, a local chain that 
for years supported the Three Little 
Sachses on WMCA. Most of the 
Yiddish announcer’s sales appeal is 
directed to prospective newlyweds, 
rich in romantic allusions. Odec. 





faves and it’s a sort of benefit for 
this team, during which time Court- 
ney will have other WOV air faves 
present for an in-person on the 
cruise. Courtney, heralding him- 
self as m. c. and host of this moon- 
light sail, waxed a bit free in the 
come-on phases, including a play 
on a ‘full moon’ and being ‘full’ also 
of ginger ale; i. e., he stated, ‘We 
have to call it ginger ale.’ 

Courtney also strives for comedy 
in the forepart by telling some ter- 





3roadecasting Corp. This station 
has a foreign listening audience, 
strongly Italian. 

Along with the theatre ad plugs, 
Courtney tacks on a $1-a-ticket | 
puilder-upper for the Chicc and | 
Peppina Moonlight Boat Cruise. 
Chico and Peppina are WOV air! bi 


rible Hebe gags. He calls ’em Ara- 
bians, and the stuff isn’t particu- 
larly funny. With his delivery, plus 
better material, he suggests possi- 
bilities Abel 


warm things up for them. 


with »neumonia in the early spring. 


the Don Redmond unit. 


the Rockwell till. 


banner around Oct. 1, 


In a brochure comparing the cost 


not mention the account, 


the talent for air advertising came 


past season, figured as May 1, the 
level. In the 


his vacation. 


Majority of ad agencies are now 


10 days had elapsed. 


Wed., and Fri. evenings. 


instance of the Rudy-Vallee-Fleischman varieties, 
Wynn-Texaco stanza, the Guy Lombardo-Burns and Allen combination 
and the Amos ’n’ Andy marathon, they say the talent payrolls equalled 
if not excelled the outlay for time. 





Inside Stuft—.. 


If the Mills Bros. close for a tour of the old Interstate tim. a 
they’ll precede the trip with a four week sustaining series over © g 
Boys, with the exception of a single broadc 


last Thursday (3), have been off the air since John Mills went down 





Last Thursday’s performance was 


to show that the quartet was again reunited. 

In theatre bookings alone the illness of John cost the act over $70,000. 
Lined up for them had been 16 weeks—eight for Loew, three for B&K, 
four for RKO and ene for Warners. 
was to be $4,500. Layoff also involved the quartet's orchestral appendage, 
Before Tom Rockwell, mgr. for both attrac- 
tions, could arrange playdates for the latter combo six weeks passed 
and for each of these weeks the men in the band collected $500 from 


Weekly stipend in each instance 


The Mills are slated to return to Columbia under the Procter & Gamble 





of print and radio advertising CBS 


makes the assertion that one of the most popular programs on the air 
in 1932 spent less than 10% of its time costs for entertainment but does 
Brochure also has the network estimating that 
the average expenditure for talent on a chain program amounts to be- 
tween 25% and 30% of the time cost. 

Ad agencies take issue with this estimate, declaring that this may 
have been true two or more years ago but that during the past season 


closer to an average of 50%. The 


same agency sources point out that in the case of almost every program 
that held the first 10 ratings on the Crossley Report at the height of the 


talent costs easily tipped the 50% 
the 





A. J. Kobler, publisher of the N. Y. Mirror’, has soured on the guest 
column thing in so far as it concerns the sheet’s radio page. 
Kenny, the ‘Mirror’s’ radio ed, found this out after he had arranged 
for a series of columns by-lined by ether names preliminary to going on 


Nick 


Kobler averred that the guest column idea had not only outlived its 
novelty but that the readers weren't fooled by the fact that the majority 
of these type setups had been authored by the air names’ press agents. 





making it a practice of paying off 


the program talent the day immediately after the broadcast, if it’s a 
once weekly or single appearance arrangement. 
doing more than a singleton a week the check goes out in the mail the 
day following the final broadcast for that week. Common procedure 
that prevailed previously had been to defer the pay off until a week or 


In the case of those 


CBS and NBC pay their talent only one day a week. 





‘Red Davis’ serial, which Beech-Nut Gum started on a tryout over 
WEAF, N. Y., yesterday (7), had 2 short sustaining run on NBC about 
a year ago under the title of ‘Red Adams.’ 
a commercial dusting off an abandoned sustaining script, changing its 
title and proceeding to give it a buildup over the same web. 

Beech-Nut has the skeich on for three installments a week, Mon, 


Marks the first instance of 





Radio Programs 





(Continued from page 36) 


Dusky Stevedores, KMTR, 8:45-9 
p.m. Vocal. Sustaining. 


SUNDAY (AUG. 13) 


Merrymakers, KHJ, 9-10 p.m. Va- 
riety program. Sustaining. 

English Coromets, KFWB, 9-9:30 
p.m. Serial dramatization of Eng- 
lish history. (Barker Bros.) (Ray 


Alden agency.) 

‘The Wanderer,’ KFWB, 9:30-10 
p.m. Narrator, Bob Sherwood, 
chamber music. (Kelvinator.) 


(Hammel agency.) 


MONDAY (AUG. 14) 


Kay Thompson, KHJ, 5:45-6 p.m. 
Songs. Sustaining. 

‘Front Porch,’ KFWB, 7:30-8 p.m. 
Continuity, music. Jack Joy’s or- 
chestra, Ruth Durrell, Bob Shafer, 
Harriet Andrews. (National Life 
Insurance.) 

Blue Monday Jamboree, KHJ 
(from KFRC, San Francisco), 8-10 
p.m. (Shell Oil Co.) 

‘Makers of History,’ KFI, 8-8:30 
p.m. Dramatization. (Puritas 
Water.) (McCarthy Co.) 

‘English Clarinets, KMTR, 8:30-9 


p.m. Burlesk dramatization. Sus- 
taining. 
‘Front Porch,’ KHJ, 7:30-8 p.m. 


Jack Joy’s orch., Ruth Durrell, Bob 
Shafer, Harriet Andrews (National 
Life Insurance). 


TUESDAY (AUG. 15) 


California Melodies, direction Ray 
Paige, KHJ (CBS), 6:30-7 p.m. Sus- 
taining. 

Guardsmen, KNX, 7:15-7:30 p.m. 
Quartet. Sustaining. 


WEDNESDAY (AUG. 16) 
Mario Alvarez, KMTR, 8:15-8:30 
p.m. Tenor. Sustaining. 

Ray Paige and Symphony Orch., 
KHJ, 11-12 p.m. Sustaining. 


THURSDAY (AUG. 17) 





‘Song Fashionettes,”” KFWB, 7- 
7:15 p.m. Music, songs, talk. 
Jeanne Dunne, Nip and Tuck. Sus- 
taining. 

Light Opera Favorites, KNX, 
7:15-7:45 p.m. With Charlotte 
Woodruff. Sustaining. 

‘Drums of France,’ KF WR, &-8:30 
p.m. Dramatization of French his- 
tory. (O’Keefe and Merrit) (Emil 
Brischacher and Assoc.) 


FRED WARING SUED FOR 
$7,000 ON RADIO COMM’L 


Fred Waring was served last 
Wednesday (2) with the papers in 
the suit that James Doane has 
brought against the bandman in 


connection with a claim on come 
mission from the Old Gold pro- 
gram booking. Doane, who is 
manager for Morton Downey, al- 
leges that Waring agreed to give 
him 10% of his cig account earne 
ings and after coming through with 
$800 ceased making further pay- 
ments. 

The sum Doane is suing for is 
$7,000, which, he claims, is the bal- 
ance due him on Waring’s initial 
Old Gold contract for 26 weeks. Ware 
ing’s salary here was $3,250 per 
program. Edward Loughlin is 
Doane’s attorney in the matter. 








Indianapolis Trying } 


* e 
2-Way Police Radio 
Indianapolis, Aug. 7. 

After more than a year of prelim- 
inary work a request has been made 
for an experimental license from the 
Federal Radio Commission to con- 
duct a series of tests from WMDZ, 
police radio station, to establish a 
two-way communication between 
radio cars and headquarters. 

Tests will be conducted under the 
supervision of Capt. Robert L 
Batts. Michael F. Morrissey, chief 
of police, and Capt. Batts have con- 
ferred with engineers in Washing- 
ton on the feasibility of the project. 





Tracy to NBC? 

Arthur Tracy (Street Singer) may 
£0 NBC this fall. He has heen a 
CBS single exclusively for three 
years, 

Morrison & Winkler handling. 





Sues Over WAMC Fire 
Birmingham, Aug. 7. 
Raymond C. Hammett, of Talla. 
dega, has filed suit at Anniston 
against the American and Foreign 


Insurance Co. for damages to 
WAMC, Anniston as a result of a 
fire in the studio March 22. 


Hammett contends that a $6,000 





fire policy was in force. 
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This Week (Aug. 4) 
FOX, PHILADELPHIA 


~ JAMES 
MELTON 


“The Golden Voice of the Air” 
WJZ 
Sunday, 9 P.M. 
GULF OIL PROGRAM 


Management, NBC Artists’ Bureau 














THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD-WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


This Week (Aug. 5) 
RKO-PALACE, NEW YORK 
Sole Direction 
Herman Bernie 
1619 Broadway, New York 

















The Nit Wits 
of the 
Networks 
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Milton Cross seems to be NBC's 
leading announcer for religious pro- 
grams, 

Mary O'Neil, radio columnist for 
Sunday ‘Knickerbocker Press,’ Al- 
bany, back at her typewriter after 
a siege in hospital. 

Leonard Leonardi gets Chas. 
Previn’s place as associate conduc- 
tor of Radio Music Hall orchestra. 

Such arrangers as Savino, Har- 
ing, Skinner, Sonatra and Frey are 
scoring for Borrah Minevitch’s Puil- 
harmonica recital, as he dubs his 
Harmonica Rascals. 

NRA Blue Eagle is painted on 

3arney Rapp’s drums at the Hotel 
New Yorker, just to keep in with 
the trend. 

Biz development at WCKY, Cov- 
ington, Ky., requires extensive en- 
largement of studio and office quar- 
ters and staffs. 

A. Winfield Hoeny, new on Cros- 
ley’s talent staff, assigned to dra- 
matic readings on WLW, Cincy. 
‘Bugs’ Emerick, with WSAI, Cin- 
cinnati, for across-the-board a.m. 
spot with piano and song capers. 

Phoebe Mink all recovered from 
that appendix op and back at her 
desk in the NBC pub depart. 

It’s been Boston the past week for 
John Royal. With his mother who 
is seriously ill. 

Jack Feeney, Celtic tenor, now 
doing a series at 7 p.m. on WMCA, 
N. Y., every day in the week but 
Sat. and Sun. for a bicuspid driller. 





WABC 


Every —~ 
Wednesday 
Sree ws 

at 9:30 


BURNS *,ALLEN 


Dir.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 





NBC is now trying to sell Hugh 
O'Connell as a monologist and m.c. 
CBS talking about confining spe- 
cial events broadcasts to experi- 
enced newspapermen. NBC an- 
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BELASCO 


OLDSMOBILE 
10:30 Tues. and Thurs. 
WABC 
Mon., Tues. and Fri., 11:30 to 12:00 


NIGHTLY 
ST MORiTZ HOTEL, NEW YORK 


Sole Direction HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 











JOE PARSONS 


Radio’s Low Voice 


AS ‘EDELWEISS JOE’ 
Mon-Wea-Fri, 9:15 P.M., COST, WMAQ 


SINCLAIR MINSTREL 
Every Mon., 8 P.M., N.B.C. 
CHICAGO 














“The Lass Who Comes from Dirte 
With a Song That’s Meant to Cheer. 
So Tune Her In and Youw’ll Begin 
To Find Happiness Is Here.” 


BETTY 
BARTHELL 


a OIL PROGRAMS 


WAB | WEAF 
Monday 10 P.M.||| Friday 9:30 P.M. 


WABC NETWORK 
Thursday, 6:30 P.M. 


Direction CBS ARTIST BUREAU 























RADIO’S 


AL kkk ks 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


GOOD MAN 
GULF GAsoLine 


WITH WITH 
IRVIN 8. WILL 
COBB ROGERS 
WABC WIZ 
WED.-FRI, SUNDAY 
9 P. M. 9 PF. M. 








MANDY LOU 


with FRED WARING’S MUSIC 


OLD GOLD HOUR 
WEDNESDAY, 10 P.M. 
WABC Columbia Broadcasting 














TED BUD 
EDDY-BURSTON ORCH. 
Second Season 
FELTMAN’S MAPLE GARDENS 
CONEY ISLAND, NEW YORK 


Management Tom O’Connell 
1560 Broadway 

















You Must Come Over! 


PICK & PAT CLUB 


At the Corner of 
211th Street 
and Northern Boulevard 


BAYSIDE, L. I. 
For 


Laughs—Food 
Dancing 














PICK and PAT 


MALONE PADGETT 


Tune In for a Million Laughs 
Known to the Radio World as 


‘Molasses and January’ 














in 


Maxwell House Show Boat 
WEAF, THURSDAYS, 9 P.M. 


|PAT and PICK 

















Music by DAVE KUTTNER 


and His O. K. Americans 
ENTERTAINMENT GALORE 


BAyside 9-8124 





nouncers no like these assignments 
to these events because they keep 
them away from commercial audi- 
tions going on at the studios. 

Tom Fizdale, of NBC’s Chi p.a. 
corp, didn't fly back from New York 
after all. 

NBC teamed up Johnny Wood and 
the Sarah and Sassafras end of 
Jack McLallen act for a tryout. 
Harold Kemp is sponsoring the 
combination. 

Though names in radio from away 
back Brad Brown and Al Llewellyn 
are going through the foot of the 
ladder auditions process at NBC. 
They're currently on sustaining at 
WOR, Newark. 

WGY is now broadcasting Don 
Bestor’s orchestra from the ‘Show 
Boat’ on Lake George via remote 
control. WGY also has installed a 
wire into Charlie’s Inn on Burden 
Lake, back of Troy, for Felix Fer- 
ninando’s unit. 


West 


L. A. stations marking time until 
September when an upswing in 
space buying is anticipated. 


New Kay Thompson program 
over KHJ, L.A., has Claude Reimer 
at the organ ‘and Walter Ruick, 
pianist, backgrounding the singer. 
‘Old Spanish Days,’ celebration at 
Santa Barbara, got a national CBS 
om} poe KDB, Santa Barbara, 
uz 
Phil Tead and Claire Bedeira 
added to ‘English Clarinets,’ KMTR, 
Hollywood. 
Diane Darling warbling with the 
Salvatore Santaella orchestra at 
KMTR, Hollywood. 
University of South Dakota’s sta- 
tion, KUSD, off the air until Sept. 
18 with Henry Field’s KFNF, Shen- 
andoah, Ia., using the former’s time. 

Because of unsatisfactory equip- 
ment, application of Korn Krib Gen- 
eral Mercantile store, Cromwell, 
Okla., for a 15-watt license turned 
down by FRC. 

Sam Coslow off KHJ, Los An- 
geles, because of too much work at 
Paramount studio. 

‘Happy-Go-Lucky’ hour from 
KHJ has been booked into the Pasa- 
dena Civic auditorium for a mid- 
night show this Saturday (12). Per- 
formance sponsored by the local 
post of the American Legion. 

FRC okay asked for involuntary 
assignment of license of KGIX, Las 
Vegas, Nev., from J. M. Heaton to 
Clyde D. Smith and R. W. Lautzen- 
heiser. 

KWKC, Kansas City, angling for 
unlimited time on the air. 

New sustainer over KHJ, L. A. 
twice weekly for Francisco del 
Campo, Chilean tenor. 

KGDM, Stockton, Calif., after an 
additional six hours daily from mid-— 
night on. 

KIEM, Eureka, Calif., seeking un- 
limited air time. 

Jeanette Nolan added to cast of 
‘Lady Peggy—Spy,’ serial over 
KFWB, Hollywood. She'll play the 
name part. 

KFAC, Los Angeles, will operate 
on unlimited time until Nov. 1. 
Kay Thompson, KHJ, L. A. singer, 
back after a nose-whittling. 

St. Louis University, WEW, will 
remain off the air another month, 
until Sept. 1. 

Mrs. Hulda Helen Edwards, pro- 
gram department, KOA, Denver, 
vacationing in Chicago, St. Louis, 


South 


Laura Judd Bryant and Fred Toy, 
doing a commercial over WCKY, 
Covington, Ky., protest a recent 
reference to them as amateurs. Both 
claim long standing in their re- 
spective fields. 

WBHS, Huntsville, Ala., has been 
granted unlimited time. 

WHEF, Kosciusko, Miss., started 
construction of new station. Prob- 
ably be ready on or before Jan. 24. 

Beasley Smith and Marjorie 
Coney have returned to WSM, 
Nashville, after vacationing. Tiny 
Stowe also back from Texas. 

David Stone has joined announc- 
ing staff at WSM. 


Songplugging in Vain 


Pop music publishers now in- 
clude the radio departments of ad 
agencies in their mailing lists, with 
the program builders the recipients 
daily of a stock of new songs and 
catalogs, 

Agency men involved say the cir- 
cularizing here is pretty much in 
vain because it’s now the general 
practice to leave the makeup of the 
musical end of the show to the or- 
chestra leader and the warblers, if 
any. In most instances the stenogs 
get the ‘sample’ copies for the fam- 



































ily piano. 


Patsy’s Week 


(Continued from page 2) 


much of a breathing spell until after 
the third, opines the graceful, red 
headed dancer. 

You could go home between 7 and 
9 p. m. or out somewhere but ‘you 
don't want to see anyone or do any- 
thing by that time.’ On the second 
day of the new week there is usually 
some consultation about music or 
something else and by Saturday 
plans begin for the following week's 
show, rehearsals for which start 
again Monday. 


Jack Frost Sugar Hour 
Management NBC 
Personal Direction 
james F. amenwty 








After fitting for costumes, shoes, 
hats, talking props, music, etc. Also 
on Tuesday, Roxy comes in Wed- 
nesday to see the new show. 

What Roxy Likes 

‘He likes things in shape by then, 
says Patsy, ‘and we've all got to be 
on the job.’ On the same day every- 
one listens to Rapee’s music, as it’s 
worked out, Miss Bowman opining 
that you’ve got to love your work to 
stand the long grind.’ 

Little chance of ever dating up the 
Music Hall Ballerina. When the 
curtain has fallen, it’s time for her 
to get home in preparation for an- 
other day. She sometimes takes a 
ride in a hansom cab for relaxation. 
Could stay all night in her dressing 
room suite but prefers going home 











There 1S Something 4 
New Under the Sun! 


THREE 
ROBERTS 
BROTHERS 


IN MUSIC AND SONG 


Different! ‘ 
Saturday, 6 45 P. mM. 
WEAF ‘rencaye 235 6 


Thursday, 6:45 P.M. 
Personal Management DAN HEALY §§ 








instead, riding through Central 
Park, if possible. 

Miss Bowman finally acknow- 
ledged that when she had nothing 
else to do, she keeps up to date a 
record of every routine she does, en- 
tering it in detail in a large book, 
together with’ sketches as to stage 
positions, props, etc. She’s now 
painting sketches of the stage set- 
tings because ‘I like to dab around.’ 











BEN MARDEN’S RIVIERA 


Presents 


EMIL 
COLEMAN 


AND HIS 


RIVIERA ORCHESTRA 
WABC—WOR 


Personal Management 


BEN MARDEN 














“The time has come,” 
the Walrus said, 
“To talk of many things: 
Of Shoes and Ships— 
Of Sealing-Wax— 


Of CABBAGES 
And KINGS.” 








DOLPHE 


MARTIN 


And His 
ORCHESTRA 





TYDOL HOUR 


7:30 P. M., Mon,-Wed.-Fri. 


CBS 


A Ben Rocke Production 




















PAUL WHITEMAN Presents 


RAMONA 


N. B. C. Network 


KRAFT-PHENIX 
PROGRAM 


WEAF 
Thursday 10 P. M. 


VICTOR 
RECORDS 











AUSTIN STRONG 


W 
Monday E 6:15 P.M, 
Wednesday -B.C. 
Friday A Network 
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» GYPSY 
\NINA 


| “The Haunting 





Romantic 
L oO U Voice of Radio” 
WABC d 
L U a : NW COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM f 
TUESDAY SATURDAY 
7 P.M. 7:15 P.M. 
WOR—Tuesday, 7:45-8:15 P.M. Mgt. CBS 











KRE-MEL DESSERT_..M 


Cable: 








WILL OSBORNE 


AND BOYS 


ORIGINAL ROX 
BROADCASTING ‘COLUMBIA NETWORK 


KARO SYRUP......-- 
oF ee 


Contracted by ULTRA PICTURES, Inc. 
13 SHORTS—IMMEDIATE PRODUCTION 


o—"""-® 
OPENING SEASON SUNDAY, AUG. 13 


LONGUE VUE 


HASTINGS-ON-THE-HUDSON 
@-——"8 

RECORDING—BRUNSWICK-MELOTONE ' 
eo-—""® 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


HARRY A. ROMM 


Palace Theatre Building, New York 
HAROMM 


THIS WEEK 
AUG. 4 


MON., 10:45-11 A.M. 
WED., 10:45-11 A.M. 
222 -FRI, 10:45-11 A.M. 
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LOU 
HOLTZ 














WABC 


EVERY FRIDAY 10 P. M. 


Chesterfield 
Program 








~ Isham 


Jones 
| FY 


AMBASSADOR HOTEL | 
Atlantic City, N. J. | 


Direction | 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


* | 
































“Radio’s Loveliest Lark” 


JANE 
FROMAN 


IN SONGS 
FRIGIDAIRE PROGRAM 
Friday 10:30 p. m. CBS. 


Direction, Morrison-Winkler 
‘corporation 
Park Central Hotel, 
New York City 
i cateaieemmeaataaemnalll 
ie Re nM, 
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ARTHUR TRACY 


“The Street Singer” 


Every Mon.-Wed.-Fri. 
0:15 P. M., E. D. BS. 
WABC, Coast to Coast 


MANAGEMENT 


MORRISON-WINKLER 


CORPORATION 
Park Central Hotel 
NEW YORK 











LENNIE 
HAYTON 


AND HIS 
CHESTERFIELD-HOUR 
ORCHESTRA 
EACH FRIDAY 10 P.M. 
WABC 


Direction 


MORRISON-WINKLER 
Corporation 
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PHIL BAKER 
Sponsored by 


ARMOUR & CO. 


Fri., 8:30-9 P. M., CDST 
WMAQ (N.B.C., Chicago) Network 








RKO Closure 


(Continued from page 5) 





ing fund debentures has been listed 
at around $70,515,479, which is over 
90% of the total assets of RKO. 
As extended no payment on the 
balance or interest on these notes 
is due until sometime in 1934. Re- 
ing secured by a first lien on these 
assets, the 6% gold notes stand 
ahead of the $11,600,000 sinking 
fund debentures, default of which 
is claimed by Chemical, and on 
which Chemical brings its present 
action. 
Stock in 38 Subsids 


Included in the mortgage covered 
by the sinking fund debentures as 
listed are notes for more than $25,- 
000,000 face value which were given 
by various RKO subsids including 
the picture company. Stock of 38 
subsids is also included. 


Outside of the $11,600,000 RKO 
is given as having $2,822,000 in de- 
bentures and deferred notes pay- 
able, besides $26,438,800 in mort- 
gages and $5,656,726 in notes pay- 
able and debentures. 

Between Feb. 6 and July 6, this 
year, the Irving Trust, as receiver 
for RKO, has received claims 
amounting to and aggregating $23,- 
376,018. 

Claims of Rockefeller Centre or 
holders of the 6% secured gold 
notes, or 6% gold debentures of 
RKO, are not included in that fig- 
ure, 











RUBY 
NORTON 


Summering in White 
Mountains 


JACK CURTIS 
CURTIS and ALLEN 
Palace Theatre Bidg, New York 

















LYMAN 


AND HIs 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S.T. 


COAST-TO-COAST 


~ WABC 





Pontiac Program 


Coast-to-Coast Columbia System 
Broadcasts 


Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 2:30 P. M. 


5 Management MORRISON-WINKLER, Ine. 








ROY FOX 


AND HIS 


BAND 


KiT-CAT 
LONDON 


B.B.C. NETWORK 
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(TOMMY) 


REILLY ana 





NOW IN LONDON PLAYING VAUDEVILLE 


Recording for Decca and broadcasting regularly from May Fair 
Hotel for the British Broadcasting Corporation. 


European Representatives, REEVES & LAMPORT 


(BILLY) 


COMFORT 











Renewals 





Swift & Co. (Formay Short- 
ening). Extended for another 
13 weeks its twice weekly 
a. m. show on NBC's WEAF 
and the New England network 


with Irving Kaufman and 
Lucy Allen. Renewal effec- 
tive Aug. 3. 

Continental Auto Co. Effec- 


tive Aug. 7, a 15-minute dra- 
matic stanza, March of Trans- 
portation, over 30 stations on 
the NBC-WJZ network Mon- 
day afternoons. Contract is 
for a minimum of 13 weeks. 











Phoney Auditions 





(Continued from page 1) 


stellation and their incomes, highly 
exaggerated, which loudspeaker 
popularity has heaped upon them 
filustrating the brochures are pic- 
tures of these air names. 

Recorders Too 

Working with some of the schools 
are hole-in-the-wall recording stu- 
dios specializing in the aluminum 
brand of imprint. The pupil, they 
tell him at the school, should have 
stencillings of his voice so he can 
hear how he’s progressing. For a 
recording, the pupil is taxed $10, 
or as much as the traffic will bear, 
and the school usually has a pre- 
arranged 50-50 split. Eventually 
there’s also the angle of getting a 
special recording with announcer 
furbelows and all, something that 
the talent booking end of the school 
should have handy for its contacts 
with prospective commercials and 
ad agencies. 

Another twist developed by the 
racket pliers is the phoney audition. 
Mike aspirants are gathered for one 
of these events with the info that 
the so-and-so ad agency is in the 
market for a big program. To the 
competing bunch there is introduced 
a phoney representing himself as 
from the agency. With the end of 
the auditions comes the announce- 
ment that decision is being reserved. 

Then comes the payoff. Each of 
the tryouts gets the aside whisper 
that the agency rep was particu- 
larly impressed by the former’s tal- 
ent and as a token of good faith 
and assurance that the aspirant will 
be on hand when the time arrives 
to put the program into production 
$20 will have to be deposited. For 
those who shell out a sustained 
stall follows. If the pressure finally 
gets too hot, these racketeers 
quickly fold and move to another 
stand. 

Mean, Cheap and Dumb 

The radio school thing is an often 
even meaner and cheaper form of 
grifting than the scenario schools 
and picture acting academies. It 
possesses a wider appeal to the un- 
lettered, from whom they largely, 
though not wholly, pick their vic- 
tims. Radio work sounds easier. 
It promises larger and quicker re- 
turns, and the victims suffer pri- 
vation in the hope of gaining the 
golden land. 

It’s not only the ignorant who 
fall. Almost everyone feels that 
radio work is easy and desirable, 
that they are far better equipped 
to make a greater success than 
many they hear over the ether. 

Just what chance they stand is 
indicated by the fact that not more 
than one person in each 500 audi- 
tioned by the major chains get an 
opportunity and of these perhaps 
one in 1,000 gets a permanent or 
lucrative berth. On the one lung 
stations the percentage against, 
them is somewhat larger since the 
small outfits are less selective. 





hopefuls and hopeless still nudge 
into the schools, each feeling that 
he or she is destined to be the ex- 
ception to the rule. The dumber 
they are, the more certain they feel. 


Okay for Beer? 


CBS piped last week to St. Louis 
two hours of recordings to give the 
Anheuser-Busch bunch an idea of 





MANILA’S KZRM COVERS 
AREA OF 40,000 MILES, 


San Francosco, Aug. 7. 
Bertrand H. Silen is on his way | 
back to Manila, where he manages | 
KZRM, 50,000 watter owned by Er- | 
langer and Galinger, Inc., and sub- 
sidized by the government. 

Station is one of the strongest on | 


| 





the Pacifis, covering an area of 
some 40,000 miles, mainly Orient, 
etc. 


Estimated that there are around 
1,000,000 radio sets in this listening 
area. Programs are done in Eng- 
lish, by a staff composed mainly of 
army and navy men in Manila, with 
discs in the daytime. 
Station has some 25 
commercial accounts. 
Radio licensing system, similar to 
that of England, is carried out in 
the Philippines. Set owners pay an 
annual fee of 10 pesos, or $5 to the 
postmaster, who turns it into the 
national radio broadcasting fund. 
This, in turn, pays the annual sub- 
sidy to stations conforming to the 
territory’s radio law. KZRM is the 
only station receiving the subsidy. 

New velocity mikes are a vast 
improvement, Silen states, since the 
old carbon mikes rusted so fast in 
the country’s alternately hot and 
wet climate that they were most un- 
satisfactory. 


national 











THE 


SIZZLERS 


NBC RED NETWORK 


Mon., Tues. and Thurs. Nights 
e 


WTAM, CLEVELAND 


Mon., Wed., and Fri. Nights 


ia 
“One of the fastest buildups concerns 
the ‘Sizzlers’.’’—‘‘Variety” 

.. 


PERSONAL DIRECTION 
CHARLES A. BAYHA 
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MILDRED 
BAILEY 


AND HER 


PHIL 
REGAN 


WABC 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


| MONDAY & 

















“Melody Headlines” 
SATURDAY 
9:45 P.M. 














Featured in 
Columbia Revue 


THURSDAY 
11:15 P.M. 





DON LANG 


and his 








Even with this data in mind the | 





the talent the web had available. | 
Among the voices included in the | 
platter audition were those of Mor- | 
tor Downey, Helen Morgan, Kate | 
Sn:ith and William O'Neal. Julius 
Tannen m.c.’d in person. 








McHugh and Fields to Coast 


Jimmy McHugh and Dorothy |} 
Fields left Thursday (10) for a co-| 
writing assignment at the Metro | 
studios. Particular job awaiting} 
their attention are in the numbers | 


in the Jack Pearl picture. 
Hollywood stay figures the song- | 





' weeks. 


smith pair a minimum of four! 
; 


TRUE ANIMAL STORIES 
WABC 


Coast-to-Coast Network 
Monday—Friday, 5 P. M. 
Columbia Broadcasting System 














For That Boy Part 





>, ANDY (Skippy) 
DONNELLY 


4 A Season as ““Skippy’’ 

: ‘Past 9 months as ‘‘Bill’— 

ve; ‘Maud & Bill’’—NBC Net 

work. Fine singing volce, too, 

Write: Mrs. M. Donnelly, 7) 
care Variety, N. Y. C. 






















RAYMOND BAIRD 


THIS WEEK, AUG. 5 ' 


RKO PALACE 
NEW YORK 











HARRY 
PUCK 


And His 


“ONE MAN REVUE” 


Sponsored By 


ZOMINT 


Mon.—Wed.—Fri. 
7-7:15 p.m., CDST 
WBBM Chicago 








HARRY PUCK 


‘One Man Revue’ 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Varied . theatrical career 
principally in musical com- 
edy plus piano playing and 
material-writing talents not 
generally known qualifies 
Harry Puck to become a 
promising radio personality. 
This is his maiden excur- 
sion into the cosmos. He 
sings and plays and gags 
and finds time to say that 
people of the theatre must 
keep fit because they have 
to give a top form perform- 
ance at all times and they 
accomplish this by eating 
Zo-Mint (local). 

Probably so actor would 
be heard at his best on a 
program devoted to the 
glories of a _ cathartic. 
There’s something a trifle 
absurd about a song which 
runs, ‘if you want to feel 
like 16 when over 60 you 
should chew jellybeans’ or 
words to that effect. 

Meanwhile Zo-Mint 
serves to introduce him to 
listeners and to give him 
the experience that may be 
of value later. Puck strikes 
a fast tempo and holds it. 
His songs, mostly written 
by himself, have lilt and 
snappy lyrics, one follow- 
ing the other in rapid suc- 
cession. He packs more 
into one program than is 
absolutely necessary. Radio 
programs in the bulk are 
skimpy, not to say stingy, 
with material. Puck is 
prodigal. 

His voice comes. over 
clearly. It’s not a great 
voice but it’s individual, 
and his diction, even in 
those double-time lyrics, is 
excellent. There is strong 
reason to believe radio 
could use him on more 
important assignments 
and with beneficient re- 
sults for the advertiser. 


Land. 





Address All Communications to 


HARRY PUCK 


1220 No. State St. 
CHICAGO 
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Music Pubs’ Code Splits Tin Pan 


{ 


VARIETY 


MUSETC 








a 





Tuesday, August 8, 1933 











Alley on the Propositions of 
‘Openings, Entertaining, Ete. 





Opposition loomed up in the pop 
publishers’ ranks last week against 
the music industry code that is being 
submitted to the NIRA administra- 
tors. As soon as the covenant, 
which was approved at a general 
meeting of the trade called by the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 


ciation last Tuesday (1), is placed 
on file in Washington, the opposi- 
.tion group. intends to _ protest 
against several provisions in the 
code and ask Gen. Hugh S. Johnson 
for a hearing. 

What this publisher coterie par- 
ticularly objects to is the move 
made by the MPPA to have itself 
declared by the administration as 
the one and only recognized asso- 
ciation of the industry with full 
power and authority to assess costs 
and otherwise administer the pro- 
visions of the code. The opposition 
group will seek to have eliminated 
from the code that portion which 
prohibits any publisher from at- 
tending club or hotel room openings 
or closing or similar functions and 
which puts a strict curb on what 
the clause here terms ‘extraordinary 
expenditures’. 

20% Stalling 

Of the. publishers, to whom the 
code was sent around for signa- 
turing last Friday (4), about 20% 
refused to append their approval. 
Majority of these advised the MPPA 
rep in quest of the signatures that 
before they give their assent to the 
document they. would have their 
lawyers look it over. Later a num- 
ber of these were advised by the 
atorneys to refuse their approval on 
the ground that the code as drawn 
up by the MPPA went far beyond 
the intentions of the recovery act 
in the former’s attempt to eliminate 
unfair competitive practices in the 
pop end of the industry. These 
excessively stringent taboos, the 
lawyers further informed them, 
would not only tend to squeeze the 
business dry of all friendly inter- 
course with the exploiters of music 
but seriously hamper individual ini- 
tiative. 

The standard publishers are ex- 
pected to have their code completed 
by the end of this week and ready 
for merger with the pop men's 
covenant. If the standard camp 
fails to get together on a definite 
set of regulations by this Saturday 
(12) it is the intention of the MPPA 
to cease waiting and immediately 
forward the pop music code to 
Washington. 

Pop publishers’ code sets the 
maximum working hours at 40 a 
week and the wages at a minimum 
of $15, excepting messenger boys, 
for whom the basic stipend is to be 
$12. 

Cut-Ins, Bribery, Etc. 

Clause dealing with the unfair 
methods of exploiting material, in 
addition to prohibiting any form of 
gratuity, puts a ban on furnishing 
any sort of special arrangement, 
the buying of benefit, dance, etc., 
tickets, advertising in mail order 
organs or paying the bill for per- 
former pv ff advertising, the cutting 
in of orchestra leader or performers 
on songs :nd the attending of night 
spot openings. Under the same 
clause no band leader may make a 
special arrangement for himself 

without first getting permission 
from the copyright owners. 

According to that section of the 
document headed ‘unfair methods of 
competition in the sale and distri- 
bution of merchandise’, the giving 
away of free stock orchestrations 
on any ..e song is limited to 2,500 
copies. Included is a provision re- 
garding the giving of gratuities or 
special considerations of any kind 
to syndicate or department store 
buyers or managers, and also de- 
clared unfair competition is pub- 
lisher advertising which is intended 
to or does induce any person to 
spend money for the publication of 
a song in the belief that the pub- 
lisher will do more than merely 
print the material submitted. 


} 





Always the Plug 





At Phil Harris’ Hotel Penn- 
sylvania opening the flyers, 
Wiley Post, Clyde Pangborn, 
Jimmy Mattern and Clarence 
Chamberlain, were introduced. 

None of the songplugging 
fraternity gave ‘em a tumble 
excepting the Robbins table 
which applauded vociferously. 
They have a new song, ‘On the 
Air,’ and they figured the avi- 
ators were good plugs. 


MUSICIAN FATALLY SHOT 
BY A FELLOW HUNTER 


San Francisco, Aug. T. 
While deer hunting in Lake 
County last week Leo Suennen, 
former orchestra leader at the 
Capitol, was accidentally shot and 
killed by a fellow musician and 
hunter, Dan Rose. 
Suennen and band were holding 
a summer dance job at Adams 
Spring, Lake County, and went out 
on the second day of.the season on 
the deer hunt. With Suennen were 
Rose and Art Cody, members of the 
orchestra. 
The bullet entered Suennen’s hip 
and plowed through his body, caus- 
ing death soon after by loss of 
blood. The musicians carried Suen- 
nen through the dense underbrush, 
but he died before they could reach 
help. A corner’s jury exonerated 
Rose. 
Suennen is survived by a wife and 
four children. 

















Music Notes 





Hoagy Carmichael, composer of 
‘Lazybones,’ came back from Eu- 
rope very much surprised to learn 
he had a hit in the Southern Mu- 
sic Co.’s catalog which he didn’t 
suspect, 

Cafe and hotel mob ribbing the 
songpluggers. Latter have been 
talking ‘code’ as alibi to trim the 
sails on the expense accounts. Cafe 
bands and attractions, unac- 
customed to this economy by the 
heretofore profligate publishers’ 
en are given 'em all the 
rib. 

Larry Spier moves over Aug. 15 
to T. B. Harms Co. (not Harms, 
Inc.) as gen. prof. mgr., leaving Abe 
age in charge at Famous Music 

oO. 

With Paramount’s exclusive af- 
filiation with Famous Music Co. 
over DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, 
Inc, is in for the publishing rights 
to much Par screen music. 

Jack Bergman is holding forth in 
Jack Robbins’ private office as g. 
m. and general factotum of Rob- 
bins Music Corp., while the head 
of the firm is learning the picture 
business on the Metro lot in Cul- 
ver City. 

Andy Razaf and Fats Waller’s 
‘Tall Timbre’ becomes the ace plug 
by Phil Kornheiser as gen. mer, of 
Miller Music, after ‘I May Be 
Dancing With Somebody Else.’ 

Paul Specht show now touring 
through New England includes in 
addition to the band Dave Gardner, 
comic and m.c., Amy Atkinson, the 
Darling Twins, Johnny Patchen 
and a line of eight girls. 

Jack Lee doing publicity for the 
Orchestra Corp. of America. 

Albert Kavelin combo has been 
booked through Francis Marquis for 
the Central Park Casino, N. Y. 

Guy Lombardo’s father sailed on 
the ‘Savoia’ Saturday (5), the same 
boat carrying Roger Wolfe Kahn 
and his bride, the former Dorothy 
Nelson, on a belated honeymoon— 
the Kahns, not Lombardo, Sr. It’s 
a homeland returner for the band- 
man’s pere, first time in 40 years. 

Kahn, now under Jimmy Gil- 
llespie’s sponsorship, is slated for a 
radio commercial upon his return 
in the fall, and a return to the band 
biz. 





Mike Special, orchestra leader, 
now the American Booking Office, 
agenting in Cleveland. 
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Two Nifty Fox Trot 
“YOU AND |! ust’ MAKE THIS WORLD A PARADISE” 
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“IF | FIND THE GIRL OF MY DREAMS” 
Professional Copies Free to Artists 
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Chris. J. Gainey (Publisher) 608 Forbes St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Roadhouse Goes Bad 


George Olsen orchestra and Ethel 
Shutta closed at LongVue, Gene 
Geigers roadhouse at Hastings-on- 
Hudson, N. Y., Sunday night (6) 
and open at the Broadway Para- 
mount Friday (11) for a week. 

It’s about set for Olsen and Miss 
Shutta to follow Ted Lewis into the 
Dells, Chicago. 

Biz at Geiger’s road inn was bad, 
but everybody was paid off. 


BBC’S ODD RESTRAINT 
SONGPLUGGING EDICT 


London, July 28. 

The British Broadcasting Co. has 
filed injunctions against all the es- 
tablished music publishing firms 
here, to stop song plugging on the 
wireless, Fhe motion was brought, 
according to counsel, because the 
BBC felt it its duty to put an end to 
it. Defendants agreed it should not 
continue. 

Counsel for defendants stated it 
was the desire of his clients to put 
an end to this practice but, at the 
same -time, wanted it to be clearly 
understood he did not admit de- 
fendants had ever done anything 
wrong. The judge made an order 
staying proceedings by consent. 
This will not interfere with any 
songwriter or composer making ad- 
vantageous contact for his work— 
or anybody else not actually a music 
publisher, 


Tommy Rockwell, Louis 
Armstrong in 10G Suit 


Differences between Louis Arm- 
strong and Thomas G. Rockwell 
over their old management con- 
tract have now bobbed up in the 
Philadelphia courts. Rockwell filed 
suit there last week to collect $10,- 
000 he claims still due him on a 
settlement agreement the bandman 
assented to a year and a half ago. 
Prior to bringing the latest action 
Rockwell placed an attachment 
against Armstrong’s salary for a 
date he was playing at the Lincoln, 
Philadelphia colored house. When 
it came to the final count-up it was 
found that the boxoffice owed Arm- 
strong nothing and Rockwell's legal 
efforts proved fruitless. 
While Rockwell's original litiga- 
tion was in progress in January, 
1932, Armstrong signatured a stipu- 
lation agreeing to pay his former 
manager a weekly sum for five 
years, which was the term their 
management contract, Rockwell 
claimed, has yet to go. Rockwell 
now says that Armstrong lived up 
to the provisions of the settlement 
until last December when the pay- 
ments ceased without explanation 
from either the bandman or his suc- 
cessor-manager, Johnny Collins. At- 
torney Bernard L. Miller is handling 
the current action for Rockwell. 


Coast Musikers 


Three Rhythm Kings, Hal Hop- 
per, Woody Newberry and Chuck 
Lowry, from KHJ, doubling in the 
Cocoanut Grove with Sid Lipp- 
man’s band. Mario Alvarez, KMTR 
tenor, also there. 

It was Ralph Freed and not 
Charles Newman, who wrote two 
numbers with Al Goodhart which 
were taken by Witmark. 

After attempting to insert his 
tune in every picture at Paramount 
for the past eight months, Sam Cos- 
low has at last spotted the song, ‘I 
took a Trip on My Ship of Love, but 
You Threw Me Overboard,’ in ‘Cap- 
tain Jericho.’ 

Universal has bought a song from 
Walter Donaldson called ‘Only Yes- 
terday.’ To be used in picture of 
that title, now filming. 

Archie Gottler using a cane since 
he wrenched his ankle at handball. 

Andre Hornez, French lyricist 
here for the French version of ‘Way 
to Love,’ the Chevalier pic, leaves 
for Paris in three weeks, making 10 
weeks at Paramount. 

Musicians’ local turned down the 
proposition of a downtown cafe to 
pay its musicians $15 a week, their 
meals and 12% of the gross. 

Tiny Newland, KHJ baritone, im- 
itating Crosby in a Warner techni- 
color short. 

Lou Sarecky will supervise War- 
ner’s musical short series. 

Dave Silverstein has’ turned 
scenarist and with Leonard Fields, 
is adapting ‘Collusion’ for Majestic. 

Universal will start a Jan Kiepura 
musical picture, ‘A song for You,’ 
in London about Aug. 15. 

Paul Kelli and Dan Widner have 
merged and put their combined 
band into the Lido cafe, San Fran- 
cisco, with a new floor show. 
Heinie Klotz continues as m.c, 


























Heat Socked Song 
Sales Last Week 


Sheet music business took 
a stiff walloping from the heat 
last week with orders from 
dealers reaching the lowest 
ebb in over a year. How the 
advent of cooler weather to- 
ward the end of the week re- 
acted on the counters was re- 
flected by the flood of orders 
received yesterday (Monday) 
by both the Music Dealers 
Service, Inc., and Richmond- 
Mayer, New York's leading in- 
die jobber. 

Six best sheet sellers for 
the week ending Aug. 4 as re- 
ported by distributors and 
syndicate counters in the east 
were as follows: 

1. ‘Valley of the Moon’ 








(Morris). 

2. ‘Lazy Bones’ (South- 
ern). 

3. ‘Sweetheart Darlin’ 
(Robbins). 

4. ‘Shadow Waltz’ (Rem- 
ick). 

5. ‘Learn to Croon’ (Fa- 
mous). 

6. ‘Blue Prelude’ (Keit- 
Engel). 








MECHANICAL INCOME 
UP, BEST IN MONTHS 


Improvement experienced: by the 
mechanical business the past sev- 
eral months is reflected in the roy- 
alty accountings received by pop 
publishers for the second 1933 quar- 
ter. Payoffs here were generally 
tilted compared to what the hits 
have been bringing the past year 
or so, while the actually hefty sales 
increase was noted in lower priced 
disk field. 

Responsible for heavy absorption 
of records in recent months have 
been the automatic phonograph 
machines with their major source 
of use the beer gardens unable to 
afford an orchestra. 








Harms’ ‘Chance’ Score 


Entire score of the picture version 
of ‘Take A Chance,’ now under pro- 
duction by the Schwab-Roland- 
Brice combination, will be handled 
by Harms, Inc. Latter firm holds 
the rights to the songs in the mu- 
sical’s legit production, which in- 
clude ‘Eadie Was a Lady’ and 
‘Should I Be Sweet,’ and under the 
new arrangement it will have pub- 
lication authority over the addition- 
al songs being written for the film. 
Among those working on the screen 
score are Lou Alter, Billy Rose, 
Arthur Swanstrom, E. Y. Harburg, 
Jay Gurney, Harold Arlen and Her- 
an Hupfeld. 

Lyrics of both ‘Eadie’ and ‘Sweet’ 
are being cleaned’ up by the pub- 
lisher for radio consumption with 
the revised verses due for release 
when the exploitation on the pic- 
ture gets under way. 





Fannie Brice Out 


Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 7. 


Fannie Brice won't be at Nat 
Evans’ The Brook when it opens 
Thursday (10). Cafe wanted her 
seven days a week, but Miss Brice 
can’t appear more than five days, 
due to New York broadcasts. 

So far only Fred Keating and 
Marion Chase are set for the floor 
show, with Evans after another 
femme name to replace Miss Brice.’ 





Johnston-Coslow All Set 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Arthur Johnston and Sam Coslow 
have signed new one-year contracts 
with Paramount to write music and 


—_—_— 


ASCAP Deprecates 
Dill’s Bill, but Is 
Preparing—In Case 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has adviseg 
its publisher-members to maintain 
up to date two lists containing their 
catalogs so as to be prepared in the 
event Senator C. C. Dill’s copyright 
bill should pass Congress. In this 
measure, noted as Senate Bill 341 
and now on file with that body, pro- 
vision is made for the filing by the 
publishers at Washington a sched. 
ule of prices at which they would 
be agreeable to the public perform. 


ance of their copyrights. 

ASCAP communication to the 
publishers on the subject points out 
that by carefully keeping up the 
suggested catalog lists, much work 
will be saved if and when the Dill 
bill is enacted. Forms for these lists 
have been furnished publishers by 
the society. 

Purpose of the Dill act is to clear 
the way for broadcasters to negoti- 
ate for required performance li- 
censes direct and thereby eliminate 
the necessity of dealing through the 
American Society or any similar 
performance rights. co-operative 
body. In its letter to publishers re- 
garding the maintenance of catalog 
lists ASCAP declares that it very 
much doubts that the Dill bill will 
meet with favorable consideration 
from Congress but, on the long 
chance that it will, the members are 
urged to preserve the lists. 


CAN'T SEE PERCENTAGE 
DEALS, SAY BANDSMEN 


Unless the cafes and hotels 
loosen up on guarantees, there will 
be more name bands barnstorming 
on dance tours than ever before, 
to supplement their air commercial 
work. r 

Leaders figure that if the hotels 
are going to chisel on salaries and 
insist on couvert charge or ginger- 
ale percentage splits, they’d rather 
go out on the one-niters for dancers 
and do better at $1,000 to $1,500 a 
night, than maintain comfort in the 
red in some New York hotel spot. 
The hotels are getting the idea 
that the bands should prove their 
drawing power on percentage deals. 














Coconut Palms Gardens 


Detroit, Aug. 7. 
This is probably the largest and 
most successful of local beer spots 
and offers much opposition to the 
more expensive places. Operating 
without cover charge or minimum 
charge, it offers a complete floor 
show and dancing. Beer is sold at 
popular prices and other light foods 
in line. 
Spot seats over 1,000 people and 
is rather tastily decorated, in keep- 
ing with the name. Show offered 
is surprisingly good, Planned along 
production lines, it is the nearest 
to New York style floor shows in 
town. Charles Roth and Gene 
Kearney produced locally, using @ 
line of six girls and several acts. 
With plenty of spots playing 
talent and paying off in the dark 
this one can serve as a model. 
Costing little money it still offers 
lots of flash. Two girls working 
with the line in production num- 
bers are the Brodel sisters. Young 
and cute, they show promise. Here 
they sing the lyrics for the produc- 
tion numbers and dance in front 
of the line. 
In addition, the show features & 
dance team that is nice but not 
outstanding, an acrobatic dancer, & 
tap dancer, and a girl singer who 
uses a mike. 
Spot seems to be what they want 
locally, only objection being the 1o- 
cation, which is way out on the 
outskirts of th city. Lee. 





lyrics respectively. Means double 
his previous money for Johnston and 
a substantial increase for Coslow. 
Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin had 
their contracts with Par renewed a | 
week ago. 





Kornheiser’s New Job 


Phil Kornheiser has stepped into 
Miller Music, Inc. as general man- 
ager on a percentage sharing basis 
plus drawing account. Billy Chand- 
ler continuates as prof. mgr. and | 
Charlie Miller, the crack ex-Harms 
arranger and music editor, is head | 
of the firm. 

William H. Woodin, Secretary of 
the Treasury, is the financial men- 





tor of this publishing house. 
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‘AN ORCHID TO 
CHARLES CARLILE 


Because his glorious voice 
never fails to thrill. Hear 
him on CBS and on _the 
King’s Beer program sing- 
ing: 

“SWEETHEART, DARLIN’ is 
“LOVE SONGS OF THE NILE 
“HOLD YOUR MAN” 
“LET’S MAKE UP” 
“DON’T BLAME ME” 


“MARCHING ALONG 


TOGETHER” 
ON 


“HOLD ME” 
MUSIC CORPORAT! 
Bll) 722 Severee es UME 
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CENTRAL BUREAU UP AGAIN 
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Open Competition Best in Chi 





Local B&K and RKO 


Agree Not to Be Tied 


by N.Y. Restrictions 





4 


* Chicago, Aug. 7. 
Balaban & Katz and the Or- 
pheum (RKO) theatres under Nate 
Blumberg are understood to have 
agreed to go it alone on all salary 
settings and stage booking mat- 
ters, regardless of agreements and 


deals made in New York. At a re- 
cent meeting on the matter they 
mutually decided to fight it out in 
the old fashioned showmanly way 
when it comes to competition for 
an attraction. 

B. & K. and Orpheum both ob- 
jected to having their hands tied 
by the eastern booking offices’ 
agreement and never followed the 
rules religiously, anyway. They 
saquawked about each other’s viola- 
tions in recognition of the agree- 
ment’s existence, but actually were 
not affected by it. 

- Both agreed that they. can best 
run their theatres by running them 
themselves. 


WALTER READE’S IN-LAW 
MUST REMAIN FIRED 


New York Supreme Court last 
week refused to intercede in the 
argument going on over the dis- 
charge by the Skourases of Walter 
Reade’s father-in-law, Alfred Blum- 
berg, from his job as assistant 
manager of the City theatre, 14th 
street, New York, picture grind. 
Joseph T. P. Sullivan, owner of a 
25% interest in the property and 
who is associated with Reade in 
other theatre ventures, sought from 
Justice Schmuck an order for Blum- 
berg’s reinstatement. 


In his action Sullivan claimed that 
the contract he made with the 
Skouras Theatres Corp., giving that 
circuit operating authority over the 
house, stipulated that he (Sullivan) 
would have something to say about 
the hiring and firing of the City’s 
personnel. Decision handed down 
by Justice Schmuck took the view 
that the facts on the hiring and 
firing issue were in conflict, but in 
any event the dispute wasn’t im- 
portant or serious enough to call 
for the injunction relief that Sulli- 
van was seeking. 


LES REIS-MURIEL LEE 
_ MARRIED IN SECRET 


Baltimore, Aug. 7. 


' Les Reis of the radio team of 
Reis and Dunn, took time off to hop 
here from New York and hustle off 
Muriel Lee of the Lee Twins to a 
Marriage in the nearby town of 
Ellicott City on Saturday (5). 

Marriage was a secret, not even 
sister Mildred Lee knowing of it 
until afterwards, when she and 
other performers were invited to the 
wedding party at the Lord Balti- 
more hotel, 

Lee Twins now appearing at the 
Loews’ Century. Reis returned to 
New York on Sunday, to keep ether 
appointments. 














Cliff Hall Hurt 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Automobile accident last week 
has taken Cliff Hall out of Metro’s 
‘Meet the Baron,’ with studio after 
Ben Bard for Jack Pearl’s straight 
man in picture. 

That would 
Pearl team. 


revive the Bard- 





Big Tess Sailing 


Tess Gardella (Aunt Jemima) is 
Sailing this week to open at the 
Palladium, London, Aug. 14. 

Big Tess has two weeks at the 
Pal, with options for more London 
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When It’s Dark 





Moss’ Broadway (dark), 
New York, offers the town’s 
best example of scrambled 
billing. Top of upright reads, 
Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities.’ Ban- 
ner says ‘Big Time Vaude- 
ville” Marquee announces 
‘Grand Opera.’ 

Take your pick. 











BEAUTY PREPS MARRED 
MISS SUNSHINE’S FACE 


Marion Sunshine, vaude actress 
and stager, now Mrs. Mario Anto- 
bal, and working with her hus- 
band’s Antobal’s Cubans orchestra 
at the smart Maison Royal, New 
York, will be physically examined 
some time this or next week by 
doctors for Richard Hudnut, Inc. 
Both are suing the firm for dam- 
ages. Antobal asks $20,000 and 
Miss Sunshine wants $15,000 dam- 
ages, although these claims will be 
upped by Miss Sunshine’s new at- 
torneys, Mackey, Herrlich, Vatner 
& Breen. 


It is alleged that a ‘Du Barry’s 
Special Skin Food’ and a ‘Du Bar- 
ry’s Muscle Oil,’ both Hudnut 
beauty preparations, marred the 
girl’s face when applied. Her con- 
dition has since improved but the 
temporary physical searing of her 
face cost her some valuable con- 
tracts at the time, it is charged. 

Attached to the papers are affi- 
davits from Milton Lewis, her 
manager, and also a photograph of 
her temporarily disfigured. Ap- 
pended is a retter from Don Azpiazu 
whose Cuban band Miss Sunshine 
first imported to the U. S. and 
which combo first introduced the 
now famed ‘Peanut Vendor’ for 
which Miss Sunshine wrote the 
English lyric. She was to receive 
50% of the profits from Don Az- 
piazu, with a guarantee of $200 a 
week for at least 10 weeks mini- 
mum for staging the Cuban band’s 
vaude presentation in the States. 

Miss Sunshine now sings nightly 
with Antobal’s Cubans of which 
her husband is the maestro at the 
Maison Royal, New York, class 
speak. 

The Hudnut people have made 
tests on Miss Sunshine’s back to 
prove their claim she has one of 
those tender skins—about one in 
5,000—which doesn’t react to cer- 
tain preparations, and evidenced 
that by the fact the small portion 
of her back, to which the product 
was applied, became red and in- 
flamed. 


TRYING VAUDE ON BOAT 
ALONG PACIFIC COAST 


San Francisco, Aug. 7. 
Los Angeles Steamship Co. is giv- 
ing vaude a whirl on its coastwise 
poats, after the manner of Atlantic 
steamers. 
First show was tried on the ‘Yale’ 
this week, from Seattle to San Di- 











ego, with Hawaiian music and 
dancers. 

Small dance bands have been on 
each of LASSCO craft. If vaude 
clicks, it may be added as a perma- 
nent thing. 





‘Quilt’ Tab Cold 











time. Dick Henry set the date. 


The 1614 weeks tentatively set for 
Billy Rose’s ‘Crazy Quilt’ tab in 
vaudeville have been called off by 
RKO. 

Circuit blames the cancellation on 
‘impossible terms’ demanded by | 
Rose, 


PAR, WARNERS, 
LOEW, INDIES 


Hilles, Par Receiver, Lead- 
ing Factor —Indies In- 
cluded First Time in Such 
a Proposal—60-70 Weeks 
on One Book Possible— 
Loew Asks Usual Edge 





RKO NOT INVITED 





One booking office, mutually op- 
erated, for all or most of the major 
variety circuits is again a possibil- 
ity. Those now involved are Para- 
mount,- Warners and Loew. This 
one differs from .the central book- 
ing offices proposed in the past in 
that it also provides for participa- 
tion of independent theatres and 
chains, with the Hoblitzelle—Rich- 
ards-O’Donnell groups in the south 
chief among the indies thus far in- 
terested. 

Charles D. Hilles, receiver for 
Paramount-Publix Corp., is under- 
stood to be the leading factor in 
the discussions, and the circuit in- 
fluence most desirous of seeing a 
booking amalgamation for mutual 
benefit and. general economy go 
through. 

Loew, from reports, is the on'y 
stumbling block detaining comple- 
tion of a deal. As usual, from the 
same account, the Loew people want 
to predominate in the operation of 
any such booking bureau if formed. 
Several sessions between the other 
participants and Ed Schiller of 
Loew’s have strengthened the propo- 
sition’s chances in the past week, 
however. 

Don’t Care About RKO 


Investigation following the sur- 
prising omission of RKO from all 
mention of the central booking office 
idea revealed that the other circuits 
are not greatly interested whether 
RKO will join or not. They are 
said to believe that with RKO ex- 
pected to be an unimportant factor 
in the vaudeville business under its 
present operation, any booking 
amalgamation could get along just 
as well without the RKO circuit. 
So far RKO is not known to have 
been invited, 

It is possible that should the 
amalgamation take place a com- 
bined book comprising 60 or 70 or 
more weeks of consecutive playing 
time would result. This on a basis 
of 30 Loew weeks, 30 combined 
Paramount and_ southern indie 
weeks which Charlie Freeman will 
book regardless. of whether the 
booking’ office co-joining goes 
through, and 10 weeks or there- 
abouts of Warner time. 

The circuits still feel the need of 
a working agreement on salaries 
and bookings for prevention of an- 
other epidemic of suicide salaries, 
despite the quick death for all prac- 
tical purposes of their recent agree- 
ment. Chief argument presented in 
behalf of a central booking office 
is that through such a mutual man- 
ner only can any sort of working 
agreement be successfully carried 
out. 

Outline of the latest booking 
office-clearing house for all stage 
bookings is similar in detail to those 
of the past. It provides for each 
circuit to retain its own booker or 
bookers for individual purposes, all 
co-operating under a mutually em- 
ployed office head. 





SHAVER BOOKED ABROAD 


Buster Shaver for some 
dates in England at the 
Paladium, London, 
He and his midgets 
Berengaria Aug. 26. 


is set 
opening 
Sept. 4. 
sail on the 





Bertell With New Agcy. 
Jack Bertell has joined the new 





J office space. 


Lyons & lLyons-Batchelor-Cargill | 


lagency. 


Merged 10%ers are taking larger 





Chesterfield Burns 





Henry Chesterfield reporting 
wanting the NRA to change 
its initials, otherwise threat- 
ening to change for NVA, 











Two Circuits Increase 
Ellington’s ‘Agreement’ 
Salary to $4,000 


Although the bookers set $3,000 
as Duke Ellington’s salary, the 
New York Capitol (Loew's) and the 
Paramount, both on, Broadway, are 
offering him $4,000 for a week start- 
ing Aug. 25 at one or the other 
house. Ellington, as soon as he gets 
in today (Tuesday) from a highly 
successful tour in Zngland and 
Paris, takes on some one-nighters 
on dances in New Engiand up un- 
til opening Friday (18) at the Met- 
ropolitan, Boston, booked through 
F&M at $5,000. 

Cleveland, at the indie Hipp, at 
$5,500 starts the midwest tour Sept. 
2, thence south on dances up until 
starting in Texas for Charlie Free- 





(Trane Bringing Beck, Heiman and 
Hopkins Together for Luncheons 


+ 


Martin Beck, Marcus Heiman 
and Arthur Hopkins have become 
more or less regular luncheon com- 
panions. One of those curious 
quirks. When Hopkix:s isn’t around, 


lunch, 

Otherwise, it might be Heiman 
and Ascher Levy. Levy has been 
around New. York for a_ while, 
Maybe it’s got to do with the 
Orpheum Circuit's financial mixup, 
or maybe it’s just maybe. 

Seeing Heiman and Beck to- 
caused an exchange of querulous 
talk among old-timers. Heiman is 
the bird who succeeded Beck in the 
running of Orpheum. Hopkins, 
years ago, walked out on Beck, on 
account of the latter or something. 
That was back when all Arthur 
Hopkins was thinking about was 
doing a good p.a. job for Beck and 


generally promoting the latter into 
a big shot financially and other- 
wise. Beck kept yessing Hopkins 





man in the O’Donnell-Hoblitzelle- 
Richards houses for 12 weeks at 
$5,500 plus percentage, the same 
terms which Cab Calloway got 
there. 

Irving Mills, Ellington’s manager, 
did not come in with the band on 
the ‘Majestic’ today, but is remain- 
ing over another week, departing 
from Paris on the ‘Ile de France’ 
Aug. 8. He is closing some book- 
ings for his Mills Blue Rhythm 
band for Europe, to trail Elling- 
ton, 

Cab Calloway returns to the Cot- 
ton Club ‘2 Harlem Sept. 15, re- 
placing the Blue Rhythm combo, 


NEW YORK MEETING 
ON ACTORS’ CODE 


Actors’ Betterment Association 
will stage a mass meéting tonight 
(Tuesday) at the Edison hotel, New 








York, for open discussion of the 
actor code submitted to Wash- 
ington. 


Officers of the ABA have been in- 
vited to Washington to attend the 
hearing Thursday (10) on the 
legitimate theatre code, over which 
the ABA has entered a protest. 

ABA wants to be included in the 
National Theatre Legitimate Com- 
mittee, formation of which is sug- 
gested by the legit code. ABA de- 
mands the code terms include a $10 
daily: minimum wage plus trans- 
portation expenses for actors with 
more than two years’ experience; 
fixea hours of labor during re- 
hearsal period to be set before and 
not after acceptance of the code: 
some remuneration for rehearsals, 
and not to be deducted from salary; 
inclusion of the provisions cover- 
ing alien actors as set forth in the 
ABA’s own code. 


Boswells Reject $1,750 
From Par; Cut from 3G 


Offer of $1,750 for the week of 
Aug. 11 at the Paramount, New 
York, has been rejected by the Bos- 
well Sisters. CBS Artists’ Bureau 
submitted the act, asking $3,000. 
Last time the trio played the house 
it collected that figure. That was 
in May 1932. 


HELEN KANE’S SINGLE 








| day 
) City, for a week. 


Helen Kane is getting ready to 
return to vaude, her recent legit 
show having rolled over. 

Miss Kane will do a single. 

Downey on Pier 1 


it, said no. 

They say that maybe Beck, Hei- 
man et al are discussing a reor- 
ganization of Orpheum. Those 
supposedly in the know would have 
Beck leading a recapture expedi- 
tion on the houses. Singularly 
strange methods are stated to have 
been discussed as to how to recap- 
ture the Orpheum houses for the 
bunch. That’s mostly by promis- 
ing a piece of the outfit to one an- 
other. 
to split up. 


Mrs. Kohl Overlooked 


tive spirit or something among the 
bunch (with the possible exception 
of Mrs. Caroline Kohl, who isn’t 
seen or mentioned in the events 
supposedly taking place), the group 
led by Beck has assumed some kind 
of presumptive titles which are 
promises of recognition later, or 
may be recognized already just for 
embryonic reorganization purposes, 
Nothing certain either way. 

The group has a ‘director of real 
estate’ or similar personage be- 
sides other positions presuming to 
detail particular duties to the in- 
dividual. Exactly what may be 
Heiman’s position isn’t reported, 
Heiman may be awaiting the time 
to propitiously announce that he 
would be willing to accept a piece 
of the reorganized Orpheum when 
and if. 

Presumably the group has been 
holding meetings but what takes 
place at these meetings is left open, 
A session in Chicago recently was 
reported. It was to discuss the 
future of Orpheum. 

Beck and others were present. 
The meeting opened with a pre- 
sumed intent to discuss business, 
when instead some one flashed a 
deck of cards. 

“Never mind the motions, we play 


cards,’ Beck is reported to have 
stated. 
As they started to dish the 


pasteboards, someone figured that 
Ascher Levy should be invited to 
the meeting, or maybe he already 
had been invited but the group 
wanted to check relative to his 


coming. 

Word came back that Levy had 
other things he wanted to do and 
so wouldn’t be at the meeting. 

So they played more cards in 
Chicago. 


Now they’re in New York again, 


Australia-Booked 


Stuart & Lash are booked for a 





Morton 
(18) 


Downey opens next Fri- 
at the Steel Pier, aes 


} § 


six months’ vaude tour in Australia, 
through Fanchon & Marco, and the 
Connors & Paul outfit of Australia. 
The team will show at the War- 
field, in Frisco, for F. & M., before 
sailing for Australia, Aug. 23. 
Jesse Kaye, of the F. & M. New 


York office handled the negotiations. 


it’s usually Beck and Heiman at— 


gether and over a lunchtable has. 


until he had to give a better an- 
swer, and then, not understanding 


So far they haven't a thing” 


For the purpose of a co-opera-,. 


say 
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JAMES MATTERN (1) 
Talk 


15 Mins.; Screen and One 
Paramount, N. Y. 


‘Smiling Jimmy‘ Mattern was a 
hero long before his Paramount 
theatre straight man had a chance 
to say so six times, and right to 
‘Smiling Jimmy’s’ face. If Mattern 
can be called a hero to his face six 
times in a row without blushing or 
objecting, it’s probably okay with 
him, but it may not be with audi- 
ences. At the Par he’s not only 


handicapped, but considerably 
cheapened, by the worst 15 minutes 
of talk ever written for a personal 
appearance by anybody, hero or 
otherwise. 


It wasn’t expected to be much of 
an act, because Mattern is an avia- 
tor, not an actor. But it could have 
been a lot better than it is. He’sa 
nice looking fellow with a bright 
smile and not a bad showman when 
it comes to showing himself. He 
limped a little to prove the sprained 
ankle story was no gag, and he 
made -a good personal impresston, 
despite a tendency to talk to softly 
in this sizeable theatre. 


The straight man, unbilled, may 
not be terrible under the right con- 
ditions. Probably it’s the script’s 
fault. But his inane questions and 
constant reference to the heroism 
stuff was irritating and deprecating 
to the legitimate heroism of Mat- 
tern’s feat. 


‘It opens with some newsreel fly- 
ing clips on a badly blemished 
screen, to offstage narrating by the 
straight man. Mattern then does a 
brief bit of pantomime in front of 
a special drop depicting his cracked 
up ship in the Arctic wastes, with 
the straight man still talking. The 
bulk of the turn in ‘one’ with the 
straight man asking questions, fol- 
lows and finishes. 

Wiley Post got $5,000 and per 
centage at the Music Hall. Mattern 
took a $3,500 cut for cracking up in 
Siberia, but he gets a percentage 
split, too, if he can draw it. Bige. 





GARNER, WOLF and HAKINS (5) 
Comedy, Instrumental 

13 Mins.; One é 
Palace, N. Y. 

Stooge turn of five people, with 
the billing in reverse. The three 
gentlemen stooges get the billing, 
while a mixed pair of straight peo- 
ple go unidentified. It follows style 
in the comedy end, but possesses 
more than the average combination 
in an instrumental way, so should 
have little trouble getting by. 

Two of the boys in misfits are late 
of the Jack Pepper stooge retinue. 
They play piano and fiddle, respec- 
tively, while stooging, and their new 
partner doubles on the accordion. 
Other members are a straight man 
who sings a song and a girl who 
does two cooch dances and gets 
chased across the stage. 


That too much of the stooge stuff 
is remindful of Ted Healy’s gang is 
an error. These boys do better when 
doing their own stuff. The comedy 
business ranges from slaps to water 
squirting. Aided by the comedy 
makeup it should land laughs on 
any bill. Bige. 








JOE KELSO (3) 
Magic, Comedy 

14 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Academy 

Joe Kelso is a comedian with a 
sense of humor. Result is that he 
tries to invest a few feats of leger- 
demain with laughs. With a couple 
fairly funny low comedians as as- 
sistants, he achieves this end with 
enough success to get over favor- 
ably. 

In the middle of the bill down 
here on the long half of the week, 
Kelso managed to get over the hur- 
dles, stirring up sufficient enthusi- 
asm Saturday afternoon to assure 
that he and his act are okay. 

Kelso chirps along vocally in the 
first part of the act as he tries a 
few sleight-of-hand tricks, from 
here going into some talk with his 
two comedians and then back to a 
couple more tricks. In order to get 
laughs, he has his comedy pair 
wisecracking as he shows them his 
stuff. Best of the laughs accrue 
from the supposedly hopeless effort 
to return to a plant in good condi- 
tion the derby hat that had been 
borrowed in which to mix up some 
flour and other ingredients. After 
i€ looks like a flop, with one of the 
comics left with the hat and an ex- 
planation, Kelso goes magical to re- 
store it, turning the batter into 
some wheatcakes, 

A kidding song bit also in the act. 
Apparently Kelso is doing ‘Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling,’ using a meg. 
Then one of the comics comes on, 
also with a meg, but for the get- 
away it’s the third who's actually 
using the pipes. Char. 





BURNO, WHITESIDE and ANITA 
(5) 


Singing and Dancing 
15 Mins.; Full (Special) 
State, N. Y. 

Former Whiteside, Anita and 
Brower with new billing and some 
change in the turn. Opens with the 
five grouped around the piano. Man 
does a neat bit of eccentric hoofing, 
followed by a girl who displays an 
agreeable soprano. 

Straight ballet dance by a single 
girl follows, and this by a fan dance, 
nicely done, but not the novelty it 
was a few years ago. Scant cos- 
tume, but fans not required to hide 
the exposure. Man back for more 
hoofing after the pianist does his 
bit, and all five for a finish. Good 
work, but no continuity to hold it 
together, and light effects not al- 
ways well planned. 

Opened here, but probably could 
go to three in smaller wages” 





EARLE, JACK and BETTY 
Roller Skating 

4 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace, N. Y. 

Two men and a girl in a rapid 
succession of roller skating tricks. 
Neatly costumed in winter sports 
fashion, against a St. Moritz back- 
drop. 

They do the usual spins and body 
whirls, with a few new twists. Its 
secret is speed. Only goes four min- 
utes, which is about as short as an 
act can run in regulation vaudeville 
presentment, but that's enough. In 
the picture houses the brevity won't 
be so noticeable. Bige. 
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suited to her. 


MILLER BROTHERS (3) 
Dancing 

6 Mins.; One and Three 
Academy, N. Y. 

Three colored lads with an idea. 
Not in the files, though their props 
are far from new and in contrast 
to their immaculate personal dress- 


ing. 

Open in ‘one’ as a straight trio in 
white suits, which they retain 
throughout. A few unison steps, 


then a brief challenge and into two 
for a round pedestal of four steps, 
which gives a chance for some ideas 
not possible on a straight staircase. 
Close in one with only one of the 
boys, on with a chair, which is used 
as a step for a couple of good fig- 
ures and then an entire routine 
while seated. Old idea, but here 
‘given new treatment. 

Back to three for a T shaped 
structure of three planks, each 
about four feet long, by 18 or 20 
inches wide. Two planks form the 
stage side with the other at right 
angles in the center and back of 
the front gangplank. Stands about 
six feet high. On this the three 
alternately perform, finally break- 
ing.away the front to leave only the 
single plank on which one of the 
boys does a skating routine and 
other steps. Stepping is a good 
average and would get by as such, 
but something better from the nov- 
elty angle. 

Number two here and making 
good in spite of a lethargic crowd. 

Chic. 





KEDEN and LYNNE 
Singing, Piano a 
12 Mins.; Two 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Joe Keden is a male pianist, Jo 
Lynne a femme singer. He’s an okay 
accompanist, she’s a pretty girl. 
That ends the team’s qualities. They 
don’t belong yet, though they might 
make it. 

Miss Lynne seems to have a fair 
enough voice, which added to her 
looks ought to be enough. But she’s 
chosen four pop numbers for her 
turn, and none of.them too well 
She makes a special 
effort with ‘Stormy Weather,’ which 
she ought to leave more strictly 
alone than anything else. 


lady. She needs numbers to match 
her personality more than hot-cha 
Harlem things. They don’t fit her. 
With either special numbers or a 
more carefully selected set of pops, 
she'll do. 

Keden, incidentally, can easily— 
very easily—find something for his 
piane solo that’s better than what 
he’s using. Kauf. 


MARGOT and LIBBY ROBBIN 
Impressions 

10 Mins.; One 

Academy 

Sister team doing impressions of 
stage and screen stars, but, to be 
different, none of radio names. Girls 
make a nice appearance and have 
good stage presence, but are under 
par in execution of the characters 
they seek to carbon. Until better 
developed, their impressions will 
not impress very much. 

Girls alternate, one starting out 
with Lyda Roberti, other retaliating 
with George Arliss. This is a poor 
starter and the impression of Greta 
Garbo, travestied, marks no ad- 
vance. Fourth, of Mae West, would 
be good if the diction was better, 
also true of the impression of Jim- 
mie Durante. Team doubles for lat- 
ter, each doing the schnozzola, but 
more than one-tenth of the dialog 
goes by the board entirely. 

A brief dance double tops for the 
close. Along with the impressions 
it let the Robbins girls down light 
Saturday matinee. Char. 








HAL MENKEN 
Dance Novelty 
5 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Working under a handicap here in 
that he’s part of the floor show in a 
supposed cabaret, and not able to 
get the attention that would yield 
best results. Probably works in 
‘two,’ but full stage here an account 
of his spotting. 

Setup is a flight of five stairs 
flush with the top of a prop drum 
with a second smaller drum flank- 
ing. Act all steps and pedestal 
work, with a set of clay gourds 
worked in on one side of the stair- 
way which are tapped to give va- 
riety to the tone. Clean-cut step- 
ping and no stalling project the 
turn over nicely. 

Good for the deuce as an individ- 
ual act, but probably a stronger 


Miss Lynne is quite evidently a, 


Vaude Starting 





Reported From Philly, Columbus, Cincy, 
Indianapolis, Birmingham 





IBEW Clash 


(Continued from page 3) 


the Coast studio strike its opening 
wedge. 

Whatever the result, the AFL has 
taken sufficient cognizance of the 
Coast situation to call it ‘deplorable’ 
and indicate it will confer with the 
IBEW on jurisdiction out there. 
This may bring the AFL to the 
point where a decision will have to 
be made definitely after several 
years of stalling on the Electrical 
Workers’ demands that it was en- 
titled to electrician jurisdiction as 
present resting with the IA. 

AFL Heretofore Very Neutral 

Several years ago the IBEW ap- 
pealed to the AFL for jurisdiction 
and the matter was cursorily taken 
up but sidetracked without a de- 
cision ever made. Indications to 
union observers were that the AFL 
did not want to be anything but 
neutral, considering the large per 
capita tax from both the IBEW and 
the IATSE. 

With the A. F. of B, it is said, 
the Electrical Workers have greater 
influence than the IATSE. Together 
with the Carpenters’ union, the 
IBEW wields much power with the 
A. F. of L. 

From the point of view of show 
business, a split in jurisdiction be- 
tween the IA and the IBEW may 
be favored, it being no secret that 
many showmen would like to lick 
the IA somehow or another. 

The A. F. of L. may reach a de- 
cision this week as to jurisdiction 
over the film production on the 
Coast. Federation, finally stepping 
in, last week decided to call a spe- 
cial session of the executive council, 
which began conference yesterday 
(Monday) in Washington. 





Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Producers have started negotia- 
tions with IBEW to take over juris- 
diction covering all electrical work 
done in the studios, figuring that 
soundmen, lamp operators, some of 
the lab workers and even camera- 
men can come into the IBEW fold 
and return to work. 

Electrical workers made the bid 
for union supremacy in the studios 
on the grounds that since the 
IATSE had withdrawn from the 
basic agreement the field was open 
for IBEW to step in and make a 
deal with the studios. These means 
were taken to allow striking union 
workers to return to their jobs and 
still remain under the American 
Federation of Labor banner. 

According to advices from New 
York, future of the IATSE, so far 
as jurisdiction over picture produc- 
tion is concerned hangs in the bal- 
ance, with the A. F. L. taking up 
the question at a special meeting 
of its executive council today (7). 

IATSE representatives are to be 
present for questioning. 

Possible Weakening 

Should the electricians’ interna- 
tional gain a stronger foothold in 
the studios, it might mean a weak- 
ening of the IATSE on the lots. 

Harry’ Brigaerts, international 
v.-p. of the IBEW, in his communi- 
cation to the producers, asks for 
an agreement covering everything 
electrical. This may also cover 
those cameramen who stuck and 
those who would be willing to re- 
turn under IBEW auspices, since 
cameras are operated electrically. 
Brigaerts puts a minimum equal to 
the present one his union has on 
the pay of any soundmen at the 
studios, if his terms are accepted 
and asks for a wage scale to be ne- 
gotiated by next March on all clas- 
sifications not currently covered by 
his contract with the producers, 





—_—_--— 


Philadelphia, Aug. 7, 


Warners’ Stanley, after more than 
a year in straight pictures, returns 
to stage shows Aug. 26, using the 
old Mastbaum policy of presenta- 
tions with names if available. 

Shows will be booked from New 
York and locally produced. WR's 
Earle in Philly remains in vaud- 
films. 

Mastbaum relights Aug. 18 with 
Fortune Gallo’s pop-priced opera, 





Columbus, O., Aug. 7. 


Vaudeville stages its Columbus 
comeback Sept. 3, with reopening of 
the Hartman by J. Real Neth, as a 
combo vaudfilmer. 

Present arrangements call for the 
playing of indie acts, five to the bill, 





Cincinnati, Aug. 7. 


Addition of vaude to film at the 
Palace and reopening of the Cap- 
itol Aug. 26 have been set by Nat 
Holt, RKO director for Ohio. 

Of the other RKO theatres here, 
the Family is secon te go in for sec- 
ond runs; Grand will continue with 
B minus product and some early 
repeats and revivals, and the Al- 
bee will show quality pics. 

From its start in 1927 and until 
last spring the Albee was a vaude- 
film stand. Palace has been sans 
vaude for six years. With its 
changed policy the Palace scale, 
now 30-40, will be upped, probably 
to 40-60. 





Chicago, Aug. T. 


Circle, Indianapolis, after a long 
stretch with straight pictures, re- 
turns to stage shows Aug. 11 to play 
Texas Guinan that week on percent- 
age. 

After a week's lapse it goes into 
a regular seven-act policy, com- 
mencing Aug. 25. 

Shows will be booked from here 
by Billy Diamond. 





Birmingham, Aug. 7. 
Vaudfilm was resumed at Loew’s 
at Nashville last week, giving the 
town two houses on this policy. 
Princess is the second house. 
Francis Craig’s orchestra has 
been engaged for the pit at Loew's. 





slowed up during the past week, 
there are 36 features currently 
working. Main trouble encountered 
has been in the laboratories and in 
re-recording. 

At Universal, it is said that ‘Only 
Yesterday’ has only made two 
scenes in eight days; at Paramount, 
the Chevalier picture has also been 
slowed up. Orchestra of 40 at War- 
ners rehearsed three days before a 
‘Footlight Parade’ song could get 
the proper recording. Also reported 
that a comedy Leigh Jason was di- 


recting for Radio was destroyed in 


the lab. 

Burbank city council passed an 
ordinance Aug. 1 prohibiting picket- 
ing at the Warner lot. 


Ned Wayburn 


wants 
A Mistress 
or Master of the Ballet 


As well as an EXPERT STAGER of 

Modern “Tap” and “Musical Comedy 
DANCE ROUTINES 

Each one must have had plenty of ex- 














and be a patient, painstaking 
TEACHER and CREATIVE 
DANCE PRODUCER 
who can get the very best results 


47 WEEKS 


Steady Employment for the 
Right Parties 


Apply immediately 


perience in REAL SHOW BUSINESS 
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160 WEST 46"ST- ane | atnougn “pestering nas neon (HOD MOeOOe Wi, Bow Yor] 
. BRyant 9-7800 NEW YORK CITY ALICE DAWN ; 
' 9 Mins.; O . R: 
State, N.Y. State, New York, This Week (Aug. 4) N 
Formerly in musical comedy, Alice ia 
Dawn is working under the double GWYN LINN Le 


handicap of being in only her sec- 
ond week in vaudeville and billed 
on 24 hours’ notice to fill a disap- 
pointment. Clearly nervous and ill 
at ease out there all alone, but she 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGEB 









STRATFORD MAYBERRY | | 


















ee displays a nice voice, a good appear- be 
ance and a limited set of gestures. WALKING BACK HOME” 
With more experience in the new a 
MARVIN H. SCHENCK field she probably will develop FOX, WASHINGTON (Aug. 4) GATES, BROOKLYN (Aug. 11) : 

greater mobility. If she does, she’s “Variety” said:—“Femme comedy team with material that sells, and in 
weGENS SAnseee over. But to get over she'll have to selling gets maximum results.—strong enough for next to shut—a big #P~ 
do more than stand still and sing plause grabber—.”* ve 
. three songs, no matter how well she Direction—NED DOBSON on 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Aug. 10) 
THIS WEEK (Aug. 3) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Ind.cate opening éay ef 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 








1 Jack & B 
| ntl wolf & H 
Pickens aoe 

e vo 

Ba te, 

th re 
Barbara McDonald 
Raymond Baird 


A wo! 
ist half (12-16) 
Reese Irving & R 
ur to 
Pra half (16-18) 
' Saw v 
~~, half (9-11) 
A & G Falls 
Hearts 
: ae Grant Co 
Sylvia Froos 
THO OOKLYN 
Albeo (18) 
k Randa 
duttord & Marion 
Notre Dame Glee C 


Sammy Krevoft Co 


6 Lucky Boys 
Madeline Kileen 
Milton Charleston 

State Lake (6) 
Chilton & Thomas 
Marty May Co 
Chaz Chase 
Chinese Rev 
Master Eugene 
Harriet Cruise 
Stanley Morner 
Ted Leary 
Kirby & Duval 
Verne Buck Bd 
‘Woman I Stole’ 
DES MOINES, IA. 

Keith’s 

Ist half (5-8) 
Tom Mix Co 
HEMPSTEAD, L.I. 

Rivoli 


°o 

Ist half (5-8) 
Monroe Bros 
Wilton Sis 
Hutchinson Fam 
Clyde Hager 
Mann R’bins’n & M 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Orpheum (12) 
Tom Mix Co 

NEWARK 





Frank Richardson 
Irene Rich Co 


Proctor’s (11) 











LOEW’S 


HAL M 





NOW 


3 STEWART SISTERS 
ANNETTE AMES 


All Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 


STATE 


ENKEN 














Mediey & Dupree 
Lester Cole a 


Keith’s (12) 
Jules Bledsoe 
(Others ef fill) 

( 


J & M Mason 
C & J Preisser 
Rex Weber 
Miles & Siegal 
Gine DeQuincey & L 
CHICAGO 
Palace (11) 
Aaron & Broderick 
Ethel Barrymore 
Milton Berle 
(Three to fill) 
(4) 


' & EB Howard 


‘Going to Town’ 
Bill Robinson’s Rev 
Ada Brown 
(4) 
6 Buccaneers 
J & IJ McKenna 
Radio Haymakers 
Frank Gaby 
Colby & Murray Rv 
SIOUX CITY, IA, 
eith’ 


K ~ 
24 half (9-11) 
Tom Mix Co 
8ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (11) 
Marcus Rev 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Iet half (5-8) 
Palm & Day Rev 
Lull & Joy 
Bob Hope 





Bieanor Holm 


Bob Hope Co 








Loew 





— 





Phil Spitalny Orch 
Harrison & Fisher 
24 Girls 
Serge Flash 
Boulevard 
ist half (11-14) 
Al Libby Co 
B & E Coll 
Harry J Corley Co 
Bil Telaak Co 
Jimmy Verdi Co 
24 half (16-17) 
Crystal 3 
Paddy Cliff Co 
Phantom of Air 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Nadine Gay Boys 


Orpheum 

Ist half (11-14) 
Mayfair Rev 
Louis Deppe 
Hilton & Garon 
Colby & Murray Co 
Wm & J Manéell 

2d half (15-17) 
Carl Layton & P 


Joe May & Dotty 
Everette Marshall 
Pat Rooney & Pat 
Ingenues 


Valencia (11) 
DeLong Sis 
Leon Navarra 
Herbert Faye Co 
Benny Davis Co 


BALTIMORE 
Century (11) 
Mills Bros 
Don Redman Orch 
Red & Strugge 
Earle Lattimore 
Peter Peaches & D 
Myra Johnson 
Snowball 
12 Girls 


BOSTON 
Orpheum (11) 
Togo & Chio 
Mils & Green 
Seed & London 
Harry Rose 
Ann Pritchard Co 
(One to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 





Billy Kelly Co 


Loew's (11) 
Olympia’s Winners 











OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N, V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


This Week: Radio 


Aces; Hickey Bros. 














Jimmy Kelso Co 
LeRoy Smith Bd 
Paradise (11) 
Doc Baker Co 
Sybilla Bowen 
Bert Walton 
Joe Laurie Jr 
State (11) 
Paxinos 
Fred imbalist Co 
Steve Evans 
Colette Lyons 
Morton Downey 
Roye Maye Rev 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (11-14) 
Feeley & Melvin $ 
Bellett & Lamb 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Nadine Gay Boys 
2d half (16-17) 
Al Libby Co 
Larry Adler Co 
Harry J Conley Co 
Bill Telaak Co 
Palm & Day Rev 
Metropolitan (11) 
Van Cello & Mary 








Zingone 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Colins & Peterson 
Lee 2 Co 
NEWARK 
State (11) 
Monroe & Grant 
4 Pennys 
Marshal M’tg’m’ry 
Jackson & Gardner 
Miles & Kover Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (11) 
Rhapsody in Dance 
Gregory & Raymon 
Carlton & Ballew 
Great Huber 
PROVIDENCE 
Loew's (11) 
Lillian St Leon Co 
Caits Bros 
Nord & Jeannie 
Hackett & Carthay 
Runaway 4 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (11) 
Casting Pearls 
Stratford & M’'yb’ry 
Harold Arlen Co 
Ben Blue 





WARNER | 


——— 





ELIZABETH 


Ritz 
Ist half (12-15) 
Violet Ray & N 
Welcome Lewis 
*Three to fail) 


2d half (16-18) 
Tyler Mason 
Vox & Waliers 
(Three to fill) 


Ed & Morton Beck 
Bernard Granville 
Vie Oliver 
7 Avaions 

2a half (9-11) 
Billie & 4 H’rleq’ns 
2 Daveys 
Evans & Mayer 
Bob Hall 
LeRoy Smith Orch 


PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (11) 


Boice & Marsh 
Teatro De Piccoll 
(Three to fill) 





(4) 
7 Trojans 
Lydia Harris 
Vox & Walters 
Dave Harris Co 
Leo Carrillo 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (11) 
Johnny Pastine 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Frank Gaby 
Vaughn DeLeath 
(4) 


Jack Gwynne Co 
Boice & Marsh 
Ralph Olsen Rev 
Nick Lacas 








Picture Theatres | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (4) 
Jimmy Mattern 
Venita Gould 
Georges Metexa 
Eleanor Powell 
Leon & Taylor 
George Campo 
Emry Deutsch 
Crawfords 
‘Her Bodyguard’ 
Roxy (4) 
Will Osborne 
Buster Shaver Co 
Herman Hyde Co 
Kay Katya & K 
Bobby Bixler 
Dave Schooler 
‘Big Brain’ 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (4) 
Scooter Lowry 
Rimacs 
Eddie Miller 
Abbott & Bisland 
4 Dobas 
‘Sing Sinner Sing’ 
BOSTON 


Metropolitan (4) 
‘Teatro del Piccoli’ 


‘Midnight Club’ 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (4) 
Sally Rand 
Johnny Perkins 
Tom Howard 
Cherniavsky 
‘Another Language’ 
DETROIT 
Fox (4) 
Texas Guinan 
Ralph Cook 
Dick Lane 
Easter & Hazelton 
June Carroll 
Wicki Bird 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Austin Mack 
‘Ann Carver's Pro’ 
ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (4) 
Mel Klee 
6 Decardos 
Bernard & Henri 
Crawford & Caskey 
Eddie Wacker 
‘Gold Diggers’ 





Fanchon 





& Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (11) 

Bellet & Lamb 

5 Newsboys 

Lillian Shade 

(l'wo to fill) 
BOSTON 

Metropolitan (11) 

Lucile Page 

Shaw & Lee 

La Marr Kenny & C 

Rita White 

Sid Gary 


H’RTFORD, CONN. 
Capitel (11) 

Ralph Kirbery 
Harriet Lee 
Cantor & Fairfield 
Joliy Bill & J 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Okla Slickers 

108 ANGELES 

Paramount (11) 
Barto & Mann 


NEW HAVEN , 
Poli (11) 
3 X Sis 
(Others to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (11) 
Colleano Fam 
(Others to fill) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (11) 
Benny Rubin 
(Others to fill) 
SPRINGF’D, MASS. 
Poli (11) 
James Melton 
(Others to fill) 
8ST. LOUIS. MO. 
Fex (11) 
Harriet Hutchins 
Kam Tai 3 
(Others to fill) 
W’T’B’RY, CONN. 
Pel (11) 
Major Sharp & M 
(Others to fill) 
W’RC’ST’R, MASS. 
Poli (11) 





Radio Rogues 
(Others to fill) 


Johnny Marvin 
(Others to fill) 





London 





Canterbury M. Hi. 


lst half (7-9) 
Michel & Nan 
Victor Moreton 

2a half (10-12) 
Haywood Hay & D 
Nixon Grey 


Palladium 


Jack Hylton Bd 
Mills & Bobbie 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Lathrop Bros 

3 Swifts 

Lily Morris 

Will Hay 

Yates & Lawley 


HOLBORN 
Empire 
G 8 Melvin 
Act Superb 
Billy Rey 


Marinos 
Fields & Rosini 


Week of Aug. 7 


ISLINGTON 
Blue House 
Ist half (7-9) 
Haywood Hay & D 
Nixon Grey 
2d half (10-12) 
Michel & Nan 
Victor Moreton 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Hilton Sis 
Power & Page 
Lowe & Webster 
Cottrillos 
Bobby Henshaw 
De Haven & Page 
Muldoon Shay & M 
Lily Moore 
‘The Shamvas 
STRAT¥FO 


Empire 
‘Miss 1933’ 
Randolph Sutton 
Hermon & Cons’ce 
Max Miller 





George Wood 
Randolph Sutton 


Chevalier Bros 
Tanita & Mario 








Provincial =| 





BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Linga Singh 
Bennett & Wms 
3 Virginians 
8 Desmond Girls 
Viennese Waltzes 
Sita Devi 
Hal Wirth 
(Others) 
Mippodrome 
Anna May Wong 
Franklyn D’Amore 
3 Wiere Bros 
Dick Henderson 
Ted Ray 
Niobe 
2 Bels 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
Gitana & Elliot 
Robb Wilton 
8 Dainty Maids 
Eileen Audrey 
Beaucaires 
Jack & Joy Dean 
Hintoni Bros 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
Louis Armstrong B 
Collinson & Dean 
Mickey King 
Haig & Escoe 
B & A Pierson 
Jean Kennedy 
Wright & Marion 
Superb 8 
EDINBURGH 
Empire 
Palladium Crazy 8 
Nervo & Knox 
Naughton & Gold 
Eddie Gray 
Madge Aubrey 
Harvard 





Week of Aug. 7 


Mortimer & Kend’k 

4 White Flashes 

Bulgar 4 

Sven & Helga 

16 Crazy Flappers 
HULL 


Palace 
Mrs J Hylton Bd 
Hengler Bros 
Nosmo King 
Tinymite & Welf'rd 
Vernon Watson 
Al & Bob Harvey 
PORTSMOUTH 
Hippodrome 
Bower & Rutherf’d 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Billy Danvers 
Howard Rogers 
Teddy Brown 
Chris & Columbus 
Borstall Boys 
Audrey & Walters 
SOUTHEND 
Hippodrome 
Crazy Show 
D & J O'Gorman 
Joe Young 
Allen & Lavoie 
Ernie Gerrard 
Syd Railton 
Toni Raglan 
Michel & Arnova 
Carson Sis 
16 Fisher Girls 
SWANSEA 
Empire 
Hutch 
Murray & Mooney 
3 Emeralds 
Lucan & McShane 
Peter Fannan 
Betty Fields 
Lorenz 
Will Somers 





| Cabarets 








Arrowhead inn 
Irving Conn Orch 


Astor Roof 
Ben Cutler Orch 


Bal Musette 
Anita & Millard 
Leonard Keller 
George Marchal 
Nichulas Hope 
Sano Marco 
Walter White 





Ist half (5-8) 
Mae Wynne Co 





Georgette 
Leon Bedow 


NEW YORK CiTY 


Biltmore Hotel 
Harold Stern Orch 
Ann Pennington 
Caperton & Biddle 
Lalanda 
Barry DeVine 
FHlermandez Bros 
Jamesworth Ba 
Central P’k Casino | 
Pancho Orch 
De Marcs 

Coffee Cliffs 
Art Kalm Orch | 
Lestra La Monte 


! Jene. 





Isabel Brown 
Cotton Club 
Ethel Waters 
GD Washington 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Elmer Turner 
Norman Astwood 
4 Flash Devile 
Necodemus 
Alma Smith 
Little Bits 
Bobby Sawyer 
Jimmie Baskette 
Mills Mus Playboys 


Ei Patio 
Rosita & Ramon 
Frances Maddux 
Tamara 
Rhys & Owens 
Arthur Brown 
Chas Eckles Orch 


Glen Island Casino 
Gem Gray Orch 


Gov. Clinton Grill 
Roger Gustin Orch 


Ha-Ha Club 
Danny Healy 
Jack White 
Sheila Barrett 
Jerry Beigan 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dolores Ferris 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Rath-Andrews Orch 


Harber Inn 
Gus Van 
‘Eye Dears’ Rev 
*‘Denniker-King Ore 

Hotel Pierre 
Henry King Ore 
Dario & Diana 
Ernst Charles 
Sarbara Blane 


Hollywood Gardens 
Muriel Lee 

Kay Picture 
Ronald Brauks 
Reynard & Stacey 
F Henderson Ore 
Earl Carpentier Orc 
H’lyw’d R’etaurapt 
Chas Davis Ore 
Chaney & Fox 
Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 
Kendall Kapps 
Capt. L Barrison 
Barbara Blain 
Marian Martin 
Alice Kellerman 


Hotel Lexington 
Ernie Holst Ore 

Hotel Montclair 
Wm Scotti Ore 
Mario & Eulalie 
Hotel New Yorker 
Barney Rapp Orch 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Rudy Vallee Ore 
Alice Faye 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Marjorie Moffett 
Reggy Childs’ Ore 

Longue Vue 

George Olsen Ore 


Maison Royale 
Walsh & Arnold 
Autobal Orch 
Marden’s Riviera 
Mickey Alpert 
Gertrude Niessen 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Kathryn Rand 
Martha Ray 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Gomez & Winona 

Paradise 

N T G Rev 
Jerry Freeman Orc 
Park Central Hotel 
Buddy Kennedy 
Rachel Carlez 
Bert Lown Orc 

Pavillon Reyal 


Pepino & Rhoda 
Guy Lombardo Orc 


Pelham Gardens 


Agnes Ayres 
Joe Candullo Orch 


Pierre Roof 


Henry King Orch 
Dario & Diana 


Ros Fenton Farms 
Georges Metaxa 
Johnson & Murphy 
Duchin Orch 


Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 
Misha Usanoff 


Simplon Club 
Clark & De Lys 
Larry Siry’s Orch 
Chas Johnson Orch 


St. Moritz Hotel 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Alfredo’s Orch 
Gypsy Nina 


St. Regis Hotel 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Small’s Paradise 
‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 
3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 
Wm Spellman 
3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 


Taft Grin 
Geo Hall Orch 


Tavern, B’klyn 


Eddie Jackson 
Jack Murray Orc 
Tropical Gardens 
Millard & Anita 
Chris Pender 
Hilda Allison 

P Lester's Rev 


Village Barn 


Josh Medders 
Elsie Gilbert 
Hyers & Pritchard 
Ruth Delmar 

Bill Barton 

V’'ge B’n Hillbillies 
Anthony Trini Orch 


Waldorf-Astoria 


Nina Laughlin 
Jack Denny Orch 
Xavier Cugat Orch 





Ethel Shutta 


Diana & DeMar 
Harriet Cruise 
Deane Janis 
Hal Kemp Orch 


Bismarck 
Bob Bohannon 
Norm Sherr 
Verne Buck Orch 


Cafe DeAlex 
Irene George 
Mary Stone 
Evelyn Hoffman 
Enrico Clausi 
E Hoffman Orch 


Cafe de Paree 
Joe Frisco 
Billy Carr 
Geo Burnett Orch 


Chez Paree 
Helen Morgan 
Georgie Price 
Collette Sis 
4 Albee Sis 
Rose Deering 
Florence & Alvarez 
Tom Gerun Orch 


Cafe de La Paix 
(World’s Fair) 
Fred Williams Orch 
Club DeWitt 
Dorothy Harris 

Sally Joyce 





Morey Carter 
‘Cookie’ Sidell 
Dorothy Hanford 
41 Mandel’s Orch 


Club Lido 

a Washington 
Hank Gilliam } 
Bobby Caston 
Clarence Weems 





Countess Boriska 
Latos 


Margo 


CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Lola Porter 
Wade Booth Jimmy Nonne Orch 
Ruth Pryor Club Leisure 


Vivian Brown 
Timmy Rogers 
Freddie Gordon 
Irene Wilson Orch 
Club La Masque 
Al Garbell 
Edna Leonard 
Edna Mae 
Buddy Beryl 
Art West 
Earl Willis Orch 
Club Royale 
Nancy Kelly 
Nellie Nelson 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Julia Gerrity 
Marie & Elliott 
Bennett & Green 
Killap & Dupree 
Eddie Court Ens 
Club Variety 
Joan Macey 
Dave Dunn 
Wesley Long 
Chas Engel Orch 
Club Shalimar 
Ann Hammond 
DeRonda & Barry 
Al Lesing 
Buddy Lake 
Lou Pearl Orch 
College Inn 
Jackie Heller 
Abbotteers 
Buddy Rogers 
Congress Hotel 
(Joe Urban Koom) 
Vincent Lopez 
Robert Royce 
Colosimo’s 
Art Buckley 


Barsony 


Gwen Gordon 


Hungry Five Bd 





Variety House Reviews 





Golden Gate, Frisco 
(Continued from page 30) 


assorted sizes who sing in mediocre 
voice and style, with majority of 
the burden falling to the youngest 
one, a mere tot, who lustily shouted 
three numbers, decidedly not of her 
type. And much too long, 

Seven Stars followed. An average 
dance team, a fair hoofing trio of 
girls, and a pair of singing and 
dancing maids, billed as comedi- 
ennes, but miscast, took 20 minutes. 
Faber and Grey, then. Girl was 
okay, but the fellow couldn't be 
heard beyond the first row. DeVoe 
closed the vaude. 

Orchestra moved from pit to the 
stage for its usual session, current 
week’s dedicated to return of Hor- 
ace Heidt. 

Biggest applause went to Lee 
Fleming, who has directed band 
during Heidt’s absence, doing a sat- 
isfactory job. Now back on the 
drums, m.c. brought him out for 
a bow and a short dance, which 
netted Fleming the biggest hand of 
the afternoon. 

All numbers were repeats of pre- 
vious clickers, including ‘Bolero’ 
and ace numbers of the half dozen 
musicians who returned with their 
leader. A youngster, Mike Beck, 
megaphoned one tune and got a 
good hand, Bock. 


Riverside, Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Aug. 3. 

That Milwaukee is vaudeville 
minded is being amply vouched for 
by the encouraging attendance that 
has fallen to the iot of the River- 
side since the Coopers took hold of 
the theatre several weeks ago. It 
may be that the extremely moderate 
admission charge may have some- 
thing to do with the number of peo- 
ple who have gone past the door- 
man. Milwaukeeans are a particu- 
larly thrifty lot and reasonably good 
entertainment at bargain rates has 
always proved a popular local com- 
bination. 

A typical program was that of- 
fered the past week at the River- 
side. Opening with Dave Miller and 
his 11 musicians on the stage in a 
medley of popular tunes having to 
do with gypsies, there followed the 
Riverside ballet of 12 girls, Hal 
Haig with his harmonicas and acro- 
batics; a Scotch juggler who said 








Pabst Casino 
(World’s Fair) 


Nicholas Tsoukalas 
Bobby Danders 


company. 
act, in which three husky males toss 
two attractive young ladies through 


he was part Scotch and part 
Schlitz; Gene Emerald, long & 
favorite on the air via WISN, the 
Wisconsin ‘News’ station; Gene 
Sheldon—who was really the favor- 
ite if applause means anything, and 
the Riverside ballet in a pirate 
number followed by Randall and 
The Randalls have a real 


the air in a truly wonderful manner. 
Dave Miller calls the musicians 
his Gang, and they do very well, 


with Dave himself playing excel- 
lently on the violin in addition to 
assisting as a master of ceremonies. 


The picture, ‘Devil’s Playground,’ 


a comedy and Metrotone News 
reunded out the bill. 


Miller. 


VALENCIA, JAMAICA 


Jamaica, L. L., Aug. 7. 

Long Island’s only deluxer, which 
plays vaude on a week stand is 
drawing. The crowds are coming 
again. At the opening show on Fri- 
day afternoon you had to look for 
an empty seat on the street floor. 
The Loew deluxer, which is on the 
main street of Jamaica, is located 
near all of the transit facilities, and 
plenty of folks from all parts of 
southern and central Long Island do 
their shopping within the environs 
of the Valencia. The house gives 
them plenty; a feature pic, shorts, 
news, comedy, organ solo, song fest, 
Charley Paul and his pit boys and 
five acts, 

This week’s layout on the stage is 
nothing much. Headed by Charles 
King, who sings his way through 
the deuce spot nicely. But the bill 
lacks punch and snap. 

After Paul and his boys did their 
overture Joe Stoves just kept the 
folks alive with his organ solos and 
let the bunch sing. The Five Arleys 
in a standard acrobatic turn 
ushered in the bill. They just kept 
things going till King woke them 
up. 

Joe Morris and company supplied 
the audience with several laughs, 
but it took the hokum of Reiss, Irv- 
ing and Reiss to make them sit up. 
The boys perform well and have a 
nice nonsense act. They dance well. 
Doc Baker and his company closed 
with their flash turn. 





Sylvia Sidney 
(Continued from page 2) 
publication of a complaint by the 





Lurleneg Griffith 

Tripoli Trio 

Cole Sis 

The Marionettes 

Geo Devron Orch 


Clab Alabam 


LeRoy & Mack 
Evelyn Nesbit 
Don Barangos’ Ore 


Drake Hetel 


Fowler & Tamara 
Jane Carpenter 


Ben Bernie 

Paul Ash 

5 Maxellos 

Jackie Heller 

Martin & Randall 

Auriole Craven 

Carter Fashion Sho 
Palmer House 

Veloz & Yolonda 

Sally Sweet 

Richard Cole Orch 

Paul Cadieux 

Richard Bennett 


Clyde McCoy Orch Paramount 

Edgewater Beach samen Peat 
sabe ane 

Mark Fisher Sally Rand 


Esther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 
Art Carroll 
Hotel Harding 
(The Tavern) 
Edna May Morris 


Mona & Marino 
Clyde Snyder 


Anita LaPierre 
Bee Jackson 
Peggy Moore 
Dave Tannen 
Sid Lang Orch 


Playground 


Marie James 
Bernie Green 


Phylis Rae Al Trace Orch 
Eddie Meakins Orc Seuthern Club 
Hangar 
(Hotel LaSalle) eine Boe 
Chas. Kaley The Delworths 


June McCloy 
Helen O'Shea 
Pauline Baleau 
Paul DeWees 


Alice McLaughlin 
Chas Crafts Orch 


Terrace Gardens 


Aber Twins Benny Meroff 
Johnny Hamp Orch! Dorothy Thomas 
Hi-Hat Club “Red” Pepper 


Norman Gast 


Dick Hughes Jack Marshal! 


LRoy & Mack 


Dorothy Norton 

Bliss & Ash The Dells 

Effie Burton Ted Lewis Orch 
Jeffery Tavern Vanity Fair 


Sammy Clark 
6 Saccoetts 


Mary Ann Boyce 
Cliff Winehill 


Babe Payne Don Fernando 
Ray Parker Orch Orch 
K-9 Club sic = Lago 
e erman 
oe Zita & Marcelle 
J’n & B’bby Lemar | J8ck Housh 
Lee Carr Wanda Kay 
Lyle Page Al Handler Bd 
F & G Doran 100 Club 


Billy Brannon 
Johnny Mangum 
Dominique Orch 


Lincoln Tavern 
Ted Weerns Orch 
Andrea Marsh 
Elmo Turner 
Dick Cunliffe 

5 Maxellos 

Baron & Blair 
Sammy Walsh 

6 Lucky Girls 
Maroni’s 


Rolando & Verditta 


Muriel Love 
Irene Duval 
Floria Vestoff 
Danny Alvin Orch 
Billy Gray Rev 


225 Club 
Sophie Tucker 
G & C Herbert 
Joe Lewis 

Billy Scott 
Jimmy Rogers 
J & E Torrence 
Marion Kingston 
Jules Stein Orch 


Neecee Shannon Old Mexico 
Marge & Marie (World's Faiz) 
Virginia Buchanan | pogalie 

Bob Wyatt Dorine & 

Maurie Moret Orch olka Cea ee 


Minuet Club 
Frank Sherman 


Mural Room 
(Brevoort Hotel) 





Art Buckley Jaros Sis 
Phylis Noble Paul Fay 
Margaret Lawrence} Gale Gipp 
Joe Buckley Orch Fay Peters 
Old Heidelberg Bob Perry’s Orch 
(World’s Fair) Ye Olde Tavern 
E Kratzinger Orch | Mickey Scott Rev 
Heidelberg Male & Cal Herbert 
Roy Deitrich | Violet Cristian 
Herr Louie Fran 





Lillian is 
Crane Russell Orch 


studio without awaiting a word of 
rebuttal, was unwarranted and that 
publication of the telegram was 
prejudicial to Miss Sidney and her 
reputation in the public’s mind, 
Miss Sidney’s Reply 

In reply to the actors’ branch 
wire, Miss Sidney stated that she 
had asked Paramount for a rest 
period of several months without 
pay, but that they persuaded her to 
go into the Chevalier picture, prom- 
ising they would concentrate on her 
work and get her through as soon 
as possible. She claimed that the 
studio violated this by sidetracking 
her in order to concentrate on Ed- 
ward Everett Horton so that he 
could go into ‘Design for Living’ 
Later, she claimed that the Horton 
concentration order came from 
Emanuel Cohen. Actress further 
stated that she became so ill that 
an operation which took her out of 
the picture was necessary. Her 
physician advised her that she was 
inviting a second operation, which 
would leave a facial scar, unless 
she had an immediate rest. She 
stated that she worked 10 days on 
the picture and in that time she 
accomplished only the equivalent of 
thrc> days’ work, retakes on which 
would cost the studio comparatively 
little, 

Cohen’s Views 

In reply, Cohen stated that she 
had made but four pictures in 14 
months, working only 21 weeks. He 
claimed that as two-thirds of the 
Chevalier picture is completed she 
owes it to the studio to return. He 
declared that he believed her leav- 
ing was not because of health but 
a desire to flaunt her personal in- 
terests against the investment of 
the studio. He claimed that the 
studio has spent $400,000 on the pic- 
ture and the substitution of another 
player would double the production 
cost. Miss Sidney’s salary is $2,000 
weekly with 21 months to run on 
her Par contract. 
Academy’s conciliation hearing on 


the case is set for Aug. 10, with 
Neil McCarthy representing Miss 
Sidney. 


At the Producers’ meeting last 
week, Louis B. Mayer, B. B. Kahane 
and Jack Warner told Cohen that 
they would give him any star avail- 
able to replace Miss Sidney. 
Understood that in c idition to her 
physical condition, Miss Sidney felt 
that the picture was being thrown 
to Chevalier with her part reduced 
to minor importance. 
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John W. Vogel's minstrels first to 
curl under the new railroad costs. 
Fair business, but the show was 
$5,000 behind the first month. 





Barrymores were fretting because 
Catherine Harris Barrymore was to 
be billed as a Barrymore by a film 
co. Wanted her to use her stage 
name of Harris. 





Earl Carroll, then in the army, 
was one of six flyers making a 3,000 
mile air trip to arouse interest in 
aviation. Just a song writer then. 





Managers granted a $5 hoist to 
road stagehands and tossed in 
sleepers for night jumps. 





Floyd Gibbons was expected back 
frim France. Was to make a lec- 
ture tour, telling of the front. Just 
coming into notice. 





Cincinnati was driving on care- 
less projectionists. Nothing uncom- 
mon in those days for an operator 
to toss a hot carbon butt into a mess 
of film or leave the booth while the 
projector was running. 





Paramount had enjoyed a ‘week’ 
N. Y. state and was making plans 
to repeat on a national scale in 
Sept. First of the series of drives 
which lasted for about 10 years. 





VarIETY announced a London bank 
as depository for payments on ad- 
vertising. Mailing money was risky, 
as ships were liable to be sunk. 





Fine Arts Film Co. formed to ex- 
ploit the Dooley brothers faded. 
Boys couldn't work without ap- 
plause. 





Orchestra was dropped at the 
Hudson theatre. That gave an 
extra row of seats for ‘Friendly 
Enemies’ which was selling out 
nightly. 





Talk of a 20% tax on admissions 
but Government was told there 
would be no ticket sales. to tax at 
that rate. No increase. 





Lights, theatrical club, liked its 
midsummer Xmas tree so much it 
encored with a’ New Year’s Eve 
party. 





Actors and Authors theatre which 
had bounced up and down like a 
rubber ball the previous season had 
a new idea. Was to reserve balcony 
and gallery for service men if phil- 
anthropists would stake the ven- 
ture. Answer was ‘No.’ 





Luna Park was using women bill 
posters for an advertising gag. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








Capt. Webb found death in an 
effort to swim the whirlpool in the 
Niagara River. Autopsy found that 
he had died of shock and had not 
been drowned or hit against a rock. 
Pressure of the water stopped heart 
and lung action instantaneously. 
Long an exhibition swimmer. 





Coney Island panicked. Only six 
or seven warm days in June and 
July ,and the: were losing money. 





Chicago had a play ‘Americans’ 
which used a smalltroupe of Sioux 
Indians were taken on an outing, 
came back tanked and doused Lewis 
Morrison, the lead, with red paint 
during the performance. 





Actors Order of Friendship, with 
headquarters in Philadelphia, open- 
ed rooms in New York as a re- 
cruiting gesture. Failed to make 
headway against the Elks. 





P. T. Barnum was frothing over 
the suggestion he was to pool his 
shows with Forepaugh. Eventually 
Forepaugh sold out to Sells. 





Nathans & Co. show had a blow- 
down at Portsmouth, Vt., July 24. 


(Continued on page 51) 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


—_— 





It is accounted that Will Hays requested the industry as a whole to 
accept the President’s NRA code, soon after it was made known. Seems 
as if Hays looked over the thing and found nothing particularly detri- 
mental to the film production end and advised acceptance by the big 
companies as a body. Hays would have thus been the direct medium of 
acceptance to Washington. 

Hitch came on the theatre end. Whereas the studio end would have 
been affected only slightly, if at all, the theatre end and the circuits 
especially are called upon for large and immediate heavy increases in 
carrying charges and overhead through acceptance of the NRA blanket 
code. 

Hays, at the time, was on the Coast. Harry Warner wired his accept- 
ance at once, after the code was made known, but whether before or 
after the Hays’ attitude was known, isn’t ascertained. Warners thus 
achieved the distinction of being the first: company to accept the blanket 
code, and directly. 

Since this, and despite the inside grumblings of various circuits and 
companies anent the Warner acceptance, the others are following suit 
apparently. That’s by way of the NRA trademark pennants presently 
fluttering over major company theatres on Broadway and the rest of 
the country. 





Owner and former operator of a one-time coast deluxer, until recently 
under lease to Fox West Coast, is beginning to realize why the trustees 
in bankruptcy for the circuit were insistent in their demands for a sub- 
stantial rent reduction. When circuit dumped the house it was paying 
rent of $40,000 annually. Upon securing possession, owner spent a con- 
siderable sum revamping the house and then opened it as a first run of 
slough product. 

Business has been pretty tough and the owner-operator has been tak- 
ing it on the chin plenty, especially during the extremely hot weather 
from which coast has been suffering. A rent slash of $15,000 a year is 
reported to have been made if the circuit will take back the house, which 
the trustees are unwilling to consider. 





One of those typical Hollywood things is the case of Helen Broderick, 
who is returning east for Sam Harris’ musical, ‘As Thousands Cheer.’ 
Under contract to Radio Pictures, Miss Broderick has lately been one 
of the Coast’s high-salaried layoffs. 

Last fall Miss Broderick went out to Hollywood on spec. Failing to 
land, she departed for New York. Two days after she left, Radio de- 
cided it wanted the comedienne. And in a hurry. So she sold her Free- 
port, 4. I, home and straightened out her eastern affairs within a couple 
of days in answer to Radio's hurry call and in anticipation of residing 
on the Coast. She returned to Hollywood with the contract in her kick. 
That was three months ago. 

She hasn't been in a picture yet. 





RKO is attempting to jack up contracts on ‘Double Harness,’ co-star- 
ring Ann Harding and William Powell, in view of the subsequent deci- 
sion to team Powell with Miss Harding, after picture had already been 
sold. RKO contends it delivered a stronger box office picture to its ac- 
counts with Powell added, hence the company feels itself entitled to 
added terms. 

While substitute deals have been worked out where accounts realize 
the value of the picture is greater than at first booked, when only Hard- 
ing was promised, so far they represent only a very small percentage. 
RKO paid $40,000 to borrow Powell from Warners for the picture and 
at first was severely criticised for going to that added expense. 





Veto by Metro of the personal appearance of Jack Pearl at the Para- 
mount, Los Angeles, July 31, caused hundreds of disgruntled customers 
to walk out during the closing of the Abe Lyman band, much to the 
latter’s disgust. 

In order to salve the customers who packed the house after the muchly 
advertised pers. app. of ‘Munchausen’, Lyman introduced Pearl, his 
father, and Cliff (Sharlie) Hall, who were in the audience. Trio stood 
up for bows but instantly after the applause subsided, when Lyman 
started his band number, the fans were not satisfied and started out. 
Lyman turned appealingly to the mob and asked, ‘What the heck is this?’ 





Although Jean A. LeRoy, one of the pioneers of the pictures, died a 
year ago, no disposition has been made of the bulk of his collection of 
old reels, cuts from early films and literature which he had amassed 
with the intention of some day writing a history of the pictures. The 
collection is in danger of dispersal but his widow is unable to find any- 
one interested. Those who know the historical value of the collection feel 
it should be made the nucleus of a museum collection. With a somewhat 
similar mass of pictorial and other documents garnered by Merritt 
Crawford, the joint collection would form a practical history of the early 


days. 





RKO estimates it will profit around $100,000 in New York at the box 
office through the beauty contest it is staging on a tie-up with the New 
York ‘Mirror’ in metropolitan houses. Cost to RKO will run to between 
$4,000 and $5,000. Plus the selection of Miss New York for this year’s 
pick for Miss America, RKO’s contest calls for many prizes from local 
organizations, stores, etc. 

To date 12,028 entrants have been brought in. The most in the past 
going for any contest is claimel as having been 7,000, under a contest 
in New York maneuvered by another circuit. 





John Alden, Minneapolis ‘Tribune’ critic, fears that films. will lead the 
public-astray on its English and in a Sunday article calls attention to 
Alice Brady putting the accent on the ‘put’, instead of the ‘dis’, in pro- 
nouncing ‘indisputable’ (‘When Ladies Meet’) and Fay Wray wrongfully 
accenting the ‘pic’ when she used ‘despicable’ (‘Ann Carver’s Profession’). 

Another ‘horrible’ example cited is John Barrymore who, in two dif- 
ferent pictures, mispronounced ‘formidable’, with accent on the ‘mid’ 
instead of the ‘form’. 





Henry Wales, former head of United Press’ Paris office, is writing 
certain types of publicity stories for Winnie Sheehan which the Fox 
production head wants handled in a special way. Wales has no con- 
nection with the studio press department, headed by Arch Reeve, being 
listed on the payroll as a writer. 


call as press agent when wanted by Sheehan, 





Mayor O’Brien’s tax program which would increase assessments on 
theatre marquees and signs from 10c. to $1 per square foot, and average 
a minimum of $600 yearly for every house in New York city, is regarded 
by film spokesmen as officially dead. It has been put over until after 
the election which means to picture workers that it has been permanently 
shelved. 





Pathe Exchange explains that All Star Features will have the Pathe 
product only for the Los Angeles territory, it being a local organization. 
The 26 feature and 52 shorts will we state rights with about half the 
territory already disposed of and dickerings on to dispose of the remain> 
ing rights. 





Film trade in Minnesota territory finds cause for optimism in the large 


He came to Fox as a writer and is still on script jobs, but is also on} 








number of theatre reopenings and houses changing hands in the terri- 


Inside Stuff-Vaude a 


Sally Rand, fan dancer at the Chicago theatre, Chi, started out as a 
press gag and wound up in a jam but got the house plenty of publicity 
on the alleged nudity charges. On orders from Mayor Kelly, plain. 
clothes officers, Frank O. Sullivan and Dennis Parkerson, were assigned 
backstage at the Chicago theatre to catch her first show Friday. Copg 
had no intention of making an arrest but on finding several reporterg 
hanging around they had to go through with it. 


That brought in Bessie McShane of the vice squad. 


At the first show Saturday Miss Rand was still very sparse on cloth. 
ing and did her performance. After that show, Sgt. Harry M. Costello 
in charge of the Crime Prevention Bureau, showed up and was going 
to allow her to go into her dance and then make the arrest from the 
stage, that being necessary as evidence. 


Before the second performance Saturday John and Barney Balaban, 
Walter Immerman, Lou Lipstone and Roy Bruder decided that Miss 
Rand should dress up. She appeared with a heavy white coating aj 
over, a white girdle, and making her entrance wearing a white cotton 
net dress which she discards, With the house lights off and a blue spot 
it looks daring but Sgt. Costello, Officers Sullivan and Parkerson and 
Miss McShane sitting backstage and in the second row were satisfied, 

Manager Bruder of the Chi kept the newshounds away and gave out 
a statement that Miss Rand was still doing her stuff daringly despite 
the official exoneration. 








In venturing into the realm of politics and temporarily sidetracking 
its original aims, the Actors’ Betterment Association is practically doing 
just what its officers denied they would do when organizing. Original 
purpose was to control the benefit show evil and nothing more, with the 
ABA when formed making particular effort to dispel a general belief 
that there were other motives. 

Thus far the political activity of the ABA has been in’behalf of its 
own code for the acting profession.. Meanwhile the benefit phase seems 
to have been practically forgotten as far as action in that respect is con- 
cerned. Benefits are still being staged and members of the ABA are 
still playing them, despite the pledges taken, with some of the ABA's 
own officers among the offenders. 





Par giving Jimmy Mattern $30,000 to shoot at before the 50-50 money 
split starts is deemed fairly equitable. Guaranteed salary is $1,500 for 
the current week at the Broadway Par. Radio City Music Hall also 
gave Wiley Post, another world flyer, $65,000 to reach before the per- 
centage split. Post’s guarantee was $5,000 on the week. 

Both of these (while Post got just under the 65G mark, and Mattern 
has yet to prove his draw) are deemed nothing as tough as the $20,000 
which Loew’s gave Primo Carnera to hit at the State, Broadway, en- 
gagement. The champ was guaranteed $2,500 against 50% over the 20 
grand. He drew $22,000. The State has been averaging around $10- 


Inside Stufl—Music 


A radio script conference the other day involving Al Jolson and the 
J. Walter Thompson agency’s program builders for the Kraft Phenix air 
show evoked surprise all around about. the dearth of fast numbers. It 
was finally disclosed that there was but one six-eight song on the market 
and that all were of the same lazy rhythm or ‘Lombardo style’ of smooth 
foxtrotology. 

This general sameness in song styles, commented upon before by tin 
pan alleyites, is food for thought as a possible answer to sheet music 
sales. Scanning the list of best sellers almost any time in the past 
couple of years discloses the general sameness in construction of num- 
bers. Maybe that’s why a different type of construction such as the 
‘Maine Stein Song’ emerges a much better seller than the average ‘hit’, 








Again, as when George Gershwin did his stuff in the staid Lewisohn 
Stadium of the College of the City of New York, it took a jazz exponent 
—this time Paul Whiteman—to draw a more than usual capacity crowd. 
The merging of the Whiteman orchestra with the Philharmonic-Sym- 
phony, and with Whiteman as guest conductor, evoked extraordinary 
interest. The program was much of a repeat of Whiteman’s last pro- 
gram at Carnegie Hall about a year ago. 

The New York music critics admitted that if nothing else Whiteman’s 
program was more than usually amusing if perhaps lacking the ultra 
musical qualities usually heard in Mr. Lewisohn’s endowed arena adja- 
cent to the CCNY campus. 





What a regular air release may mean for a dance combo is reflected in 
the sales boost taken by the Casa Loma unit’s Brunswick recordings. 
For the past two months the combo has been on a CBS link three nights 
a week with the point of origin its summer spot, the Glen Island 
Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y. Since June 1 the dealer turnover of the 
band’s imprints for Brunswick has jumped 200% with that company’s 
best seller list for July giving it third rating. Present connection is the 
unit’s first on either national network. 





Radio band’s manager gummed up what would have been a swell pub- 
licity spread by a Broadway columnist who attended a broadcast of the 
orchestra and was all set ‘to go to town’ on behalf of the combo, on its 
merits. The manager came along after it was all over and made some 
remark to the columnist, ‘And just think, here’s one band, with 24 in the 
organization, and not a Jew among ’em.’ 

The columnist, not Jewish, didn’t like that and killed the proposed 
blurb for the band. 





RKO Radio is reissuing Duke Ellington's ‘Black and Tan Fantasy’ 
short once again, making it a re-reissue as the short, first produced thre@ 
years ago, has been playing around extensively. 


——_ 





tory, reported to the local Film Board. Five houses were reported re- 
opening last week, four of them closed since the first of the year. SIX 
theatres in the territory changed hands the past seven days. 





A battle among production executives, and a disinclination to be fea- 
tured with Chevalier when she is-.a star in her own right, were among 
reports in circulation in the Paramount home office about Sylvia Sidney 
and B. P. Schulberg, until a quietus was effected by a message credited 
to Emanuel Cohen that the West Coast would take care of the situation. 





Southern California theatre managers are still at loggerheads over a 
proposed new zoning and clearance for pictures, which, it is hoped, will 
become effective prior to the start of the new film buying season. Fre- 
quent conferences have been held between circuit and indie exhibs. Con- 
ferees are still far from an amicable agreement. 
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Separate Corp. for 


Show; Their First Tips Off Scheme: 
Sounds Indefinite on Profit or Loss 


A 
~ 





Shubert’s system of operating 
during the coming season, following 
reorganization under the corporate 
title of Select Theatres Corp., is 
giving those creditors and bond- 
holders who accepted stock in the 
new set-up something to ponder 
over. Each attraction presented 
will be under a separate corpora- 
tion, with the Select company be- 
ing in the guise of a holding cor- 
poration. 

Under this system all claims 
against any one show will be con- 
fined to that particular corpora- 
tion. If the show i: a hit, it is 
possible that the profits could be 
held by the corporation indefinitely 
without turning such money over 
to Select. Final disposition of such 
profits might be a matter for the 
directors of the individual corpo- 
ration to handle, with Select having 
the say as to who the directors 
shall be. 

Switched Billing 

Tip-off to the new Shubert plan 
came with the first show since the 
Shubert receivership ended and the 
theatres were sold at auction back 
to the Shuberts at a price consid- 
ered nominal. It was ‘Going Gay,’ 
which opened at the Morosco, New 
York, last week. Billing stated that 
the show was presented by Select 
Theatres Corp. Day after the pre- 
miere that portion of the billing was 
painted out on the house boards 
and at the bottom was lettered in: 
‘Select Operating Corp., Booking 
Directors.’ It was then explained 
each Shubert project was to be sep- 
arately incorporated. 

Just prior to liquidation of the 
receivership of the defunct Shubert 
Theatre Corp., when holders of ‘6% 
gold debenture bonds’ found the se- 
curities worthless, the Shuberts 
proposed ai reorganization plan 
which failed. The bondholders and 
general creditors were offered seven 
shares of common stock in a new 

company for each $1,000, either bond 
or claim. Bondholders could also 
buy units of one share of preferred 
and eight shares of common for 
$12.50 the unit. Anybody else could 
also buy on the same basis, ‘if there 
were any shares left.’ 

It turned out that most of the 
shares were unsubscribed and the 
plan was_ shelved. Bondholders 
merely refused to take a further 
chance. Select’s capitalization was 
newly planned and the number of 
common shares was reduced from 
1,000,000 to 200,000. Holders of the 
bonds and other creditors were 
given the privilege of exchanging 
their claims for common stock with- 
out cost or liability. Half of the 
common issue, or 100,000 shares, is 
available. 


What They Can Get 

Each $1,000 bondholder can have 
10 shares of Select common. Each 
creditor can get the same, one share 
for each $100 of the claim. Holders 
of shares in the defunct company 
can have one share of Select com- 
mon for each 10 shares of Shubert 
Theatre Corp. The offer, which 
stood good until Aug. 1, was accom- 
panied by a statement from Lee 
Shubert to effect that he and his 
brother were the largest losers in 
the defunct company and instead of 
walking out, were giving the cred- 
itors a chance to recoup, if possible, 
he said, when the depression is over 
and show business comes back. 

Select also has $400,000 in pre- 
ferred stock owned wholly by the 
Shuberts and their associates. Even 
if the 100,000 shares of common are 
taken up by the creditors, voting 
Power remains with the Shuberts. 

An independent bondholders’ com- 
mittee made charges against the 
original corporation and sought to 
have the Shubert enterprises inves- 
tigated from the inception of the 
financial manipulations in 1924. 
Lack of funds was the reason as- 
cribed by the indie group for not 
Pushing the campaign to an issue. 

Original investment of the indie 
bunch amounted to about $800,000. 


+ 


Every Shubert 








Philly Season Starts 
With ‘Vanities’ Aug. 28 
Philadelphia, Aug. 7. 

Philly’s legit season opens Aug. 
28 at the Garrick with ‘Murder at 
the Vanities. One week only ex- 
pected, but another may be added 
if business warrants. 

One week from then—Labor Day 
Mondays-—Sam Harris’ new one, ‘As 
Thousands Cheer,’ is scheduled for 
the Forrest. Chestnut probably 
won’t open its doors until October, 
with other houses uncertain. 


Westport Stock, $6,000 
Loser on Last Season, 
Out of Red This Year 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 7. 

For the first time the Country 
Playhouse, summer try-out and 
stock venture operated by Lawrence 
Langer, is making money. Last 
summer the spot went red for more 
than $6,000. Admission top is $2.20, 
and capacity about $5,000 on the 
week. 

Unlike other summer show-shops 
in the sticks, actors are paid fair 
money. But a record was made last 
week when ‘Present Laughter’ was 
tried. Rose Hobart in the lead re- 
ceived $300. That’s what she 
wanted to appear and Langner fig- 
ured he needed her. Understood 
one or two leads last summer re- 
ceived around $200 weekly. It is 
a stock company, but there have 
been frequent cast changes this sea- 
son, 

‘Laughter,’ by Charles Brackett, 
of the New York ‘Times,’ is re- 
garded a Broadway possibility. 
Same goes for ‘The Pursuit of Hap- 
piness,’ a comedy based on the old 
custom of ‘bundling,’ written by 
Langner and his wife. Show at- 
tracted attention to Tonio Selwart, 
a German actor who was in Eva Le 
Gallienne’s rep company in New 
York last season. Part was origin- 
ally slated for Walter Slezak, over 
whom there was some controversy 
with the management of ‘Music in 
the Air’ in which he is appearing. 

Another stick spot getting regu- 
lar admission scale is at Province- 
town, Mass. Top was $3.30 but re- 
duced this summer to $2.65. 


Lenore Ulric’s Divorce 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 
Lenore Ulric has filed suit for 
divorce in Mexico from Sidney 
Blackmer. 


Cast Knows Best 


‘Shady Lady,’ which closed at the 
Shubert, New York, and ‘given 
over to the actors,’ failed to re- 
sume. Cast met but decided the 
show had no chance. 

Company was paid off for the 
final week by Equity. Principals 
received $50 each, which was on 
deposit there. Chorus was sim- 
ilarly paid. 


HOLDING OUT FOR AIR 


Hope Williams is only interested 
in a radio proposition for the fall. 

Inference is that Miss Williams 
will decline any stage offer this sea- 
son unless unusually attractive. Not 
known whether Miss Williams has 
made the desired air connection. 























As the bonds were worth little, the 
committee saw but slight chance 
of getting the owners to subscribe 


money to force the charges. It is 
indicated that the matter has not 
been dropped. Should the indie 





bondholders accept Select common 
stock, chances of the charges ever | 
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SYK, AVERAGE 
FIGURED FOR ALL 


Street 50% Dark for 161/- 
Week Average in ’32-’33 
—Eight Theatres Didn’t 
Open at All—33 Highest 
Number Lighted at Any 
Time—Play Shortage and 
Overseating 





—_—_ 


FEWER THE BETTER? 





Forecast made last August for 
the legit season of 1932-33 was 
that Broadway would be 50% dark, 
which proved to be approximately 
correct. Indications for 1933-34 
point to more darkness, with not 
more than 40% of the total num- 
ber of theatres operating through 
the season and the probability of a 
lesser percentage. 

Number of legit theatres varies 
because of changes in policy. Dur- 
ing the past season, a period of 35 
weeks between the middle of Sep- 
tember until early June, 59 houses 
were lighted 18 weeks. That is an 
average for the entire list, which 
includes several small theatres, 


others which have not operated for 
a season or more, and also includes 
repertory spots. Highest average 
number of theatres lighted during 
the middle of the season. was 33, 
with that total fluctuating upwards 
for a time, 

Total number of weeks for all 
was 1,104%. Eight theatres never 
opened at all for legit attractions, 
although three or four among that 
group offered varied bills in a 
desultory fashion. 


21 Saw 25 Weeks 


Prediction for last season was 
16% weeks for all of Broadway. 
Coming season indications are for 
an average season of 13% weeks. 
Only 21 houses really made a sea- 
son of it up to June 1, that many 
legits operating for 25 weeks or 
more. A dozen more theatres were 
able to beat the 16% week predic- 
tion, or about half the time nec- 
essary to operate to profit. Eight 
others were open eight weeks or 
less, at least two houses opening 
and folding in less than two weeks. 

The Shubert had the longest sea- 
son with regular attractions, 37% 
weeks. The Waldorf ran as long 
(and is still open), but with cheap 
ticket revivals. Another house 
(Hudson), with the same policy, 
was runner-up at 34 weeks. The 
Music Box, which has never had 
a red season, was lighted 33 weeks, 
as was the Royale, while the 
Barrymore was checked at half a 
week longer. 

Securing attractions is more a 


(Continued on page 46) 





Shuberts’ ‘Man of Wax’ 
Studied for N.Y. Debut 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Lee Shubert and his press agent, 
Cc. P. Greneker, returned to New 
York without having made a deci- 
sion as to the eastern production 
of ‘Man of Wax, shown at the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse 
last week. A Shubert property, 
‘Wax’ will possibly get a rewrite 
before being considered for New 
York. 

Shubert saw a dress rehearsal of 
‘Growing Pains,’ new play by Au- 
rania Rouveral opening at the Play- 
house Tues (8). 


0&J Take 100% of 
‘Chance’ for Loop 
To Stop Closing 


Chicago, Aug. 7. 

Olsen and Johnson’s 100% buy 
into Schwab and DeSylva’s ‘Take 
a Chance’ prevented the musical’s 
closing at the Erlanger. Folding 
almost occurred Saturday (5) when 
the show finished the week with a 
$3,000 loss on a gross of $13,000, 
but the comedy team decided to 
keep it going by adding the bal- 
ance of the ownership to their or- 
iginal 40%. 

Ethel Merman, co-starring with 
O. & J. on a percentage arrange- 
ment, left Saturday and returned 
to New York, having completed her 
contracted four weeks. Her under- 
study, Betty Allen, steps in. 

Some trimming is being done to 
get the overhead down to where 
the show can operate on a $12,000 
weekly gross. Original Chicago nut 
was around $16,000. ‘Chance’ is the 
only $3.30 show in town. All others 
are scaled at $2 or less. 


Stock Players Injured 


Watertown, N. Y., Aug. 7. 

Edward Emerson, Mrs. Emerson 
(Edith Broder), and Emily Draper 
were injured when two other cars 
struck the sedan in which they 
were riding near here Saturday 
night (5). 

All are members of the summer 
Civic Playhouse company at Clay- 
ton, N. Y. They were en route to 
St. Lawrence Park when the acci- 
dent occurred. Emerson, who was 
the most seriously injured, is lead- 

















ing man with the stock company. 





NUMBER OF WEEKS OPEN 








Theatre, Weeks open. 
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New York Theatres 





TO JUNE 3, 1933. 


FROM SEPTEMBER 15, 1932, 
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TIMES SQUARE cceeeseccecsce 2514 
VAI sicecodbereress 26 
WALDORF .. ‘ TreTTrre TT 371 
ZIEGFELD . . : 2 . 0 








cropping up would be dissipated. | 


Open Hearing on Legit Code in 
Washington Thursday (10); Expect 
Work Completed in Qne Session 





Thursday (10) the open hearing 
on the legit code will be held in 
Washington for the final draft to be 
framed for acceptance by the Na- 
tional Recovery Administration. 
Despite some skepticism, it is ex- 
pected that the work will be ac- 
complished in one session, expected 
to be lively. 

Sol A. Rosenblatt, Administrator 
for show business, will preside with 
an advisory board representing 
the theatre, unions and other in- 
terests. These aides, although of 
show business, will not figure in 
suggestions from the floor as to 
changes in the code as originally 
drawn up. Sam H. Harris will 
represent the theatre, Heywood 
Broun the public; union man yet to 
be named, 

It is known that a number of 
proposals to amend the code will 
be made, but there will be no long 
speeches. Each group, as signified 
by the various organizations signa- 
tory to the code, have been advised 
that their representative must apply 
and be accredited by the NRA in 
order to be recognized at the hear- 
ing. It is likely that Gen. Hugh S&S. 
Johnson will be present. 

But each group having sugges- 
tions to make must first outline in 
written form just what the pro- 
posals are to be, such matter to be 
sent to Rosenblatt in advance of 
the hearing. Despite the fact that 
the emergency committee will be 
empowered to make adjustments 
after the code is officially accepted 
by the government, there will be 
inserted some provisions pertain- 
ing to matters not heretofore con- 
sidered. 

Guild’s Position 

Among the points to be settled at 
the hearing is the position of the 
Dramatists’ Guild. After the au- 
thors’ body signed the code which 
sets forth rules concerning picture 
rights money thereby virtually 
amended the Basic Minimum 
Agreement with the managers, the 
Guild wrote a covering letter to 
effect that the authors are but vol- 
untarily participating in the code, 
In explanation it was set forth that 
since the authors do not regard 
themselves either as employees or 
employers, they do not feel they are 
within the scope of the NIRA. If 
that stand is upheld by the Admin- 
istrator, the managers question the 
right of the Guild to be part of the 
emergency committee which will 
treat with the theatre’s problems. 

It is felt that the Guild rather 
slipped the $500 royalty thing into 
the code. While that sum is the 
usual royalty advanced authors up- 
on acceptance of a script, there are 
plenty of instances where the pay- 
ment is less. Payment is mandatory 
according to the code and while that 
may fend off shoe-stringers, it may 
also be embarrassing to some man- 
agers, 

Other Objections 

Other objections are expected and 
among them is the labor end’s re- 
quest that an electrical brotherhood 
on the Coast be included. Man- 
agers say the reason is not clear, 
although the employees referred to 
are members of the stage hands’ 
international union (1. A. T. 8S. E.). 
The brotherhood is but partly con- 
cerned with Coast legits. 

The minimum ($40) set for box 
office treasurers had drawn some 
objections not only from New York 
but out of town. Contention is that 
a number of theatres are using girl 
ticket sellers who generally have 
been paid less than the minimum, 
Introduction of women in box offices 
has been a source of annoyance to 
box office men for years. 

One of the managerial firms (Wee 
and Leventhal) dealing in cheap 





ticket revivals will be represented 
at the hearing, although not present 
during the code sessions. Firm 
|claims the code would force them 
|out of business, since it would 
bar the indiscriminate distribution 
(Continued on page 51) 
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ras: Lawyer Classed as Agent 





Oshrin Wins First Move in Action by John 
Colton for $150,000—Appealing 





Harry Oshrin, theatrical attorney, 
won the first move in the $150,000 
injunction and accounting suit 
brought against him by John Col- 
ton, who dramatized W. Somerset 
Maugham’s ‘Rain’ and authored ‘The 
Shanghai Gesture.’ Saturday (5) 
Justice Charles B. McLaughlin ruled 
in the Supreme Court of New York, 
that Colton was aware of the con- 


tract which makes Oshrin his man- 
ager, having three years more to go. 

Although refusing to void the 
contract, the claim of the author 
that as much as $150,000 may be 
due him from Oshrin, was not acted 
on, The court said ‘It may be that 
the petitioner has a cause of action 
against the respondent for an ac- 
counting. There are suitable reme- 
dies at the petitioner’s disposal for 
enforcing the claims he makes 
against the respondent’. 

Decision was based on a matter 
of legal precedent between lawyer 
and client. Oshrin contended such 
was not the case, the relationship 
being of client and agent, he in that 
guise receiving 10% for his man- 
Justice McLaugh- 
lin so agreed, saying that ‘while 
the courts have always been so- 
licitous to proceed to enforce the 
claims of « client against his at- 
torney but where such relationship 
does not exist the parties must pur- 
sue the same methods of enforcing 
claims as exist between ordinary 


citizens’, which points the way to a/on the excessive heat. 


suit for accounting against Oshrin. 


Frozen Asc<ets 

The attorney now claims that 
money due Colton is $27,180, rep- 
resenting realty which cannot be 
sold at this time. It was earlier 
contended that the amount put in 
realty was $40,000, and that the 
$27,000 item was due the author, 
latter saying Oshrin offered to pay 
him off at the rate of $10 weekly. 
The realty mentioned is known as 
the Tinney Estates, a 30-acre tract 
at Baldwin, L. I. of which the for- 
mer wife of Frank Tinney is holder 
of the first mortgage. 

Contract between Colton and 
Oshrin was for five years, expiring 
in 1931, at which time the attorney 
claims he received a letter from 
Colton extending the agreement for 
another five years. The author said 
he doesn’t remember having sent 
such a letter. 

Richard J. Mackey of Mackey, 
Herrlich, Vatner & Breen for the 
Playwright is appealing the Mc- 
Laughlin decision but states the in- 
junctive petition before Justice 
Frankenthaler is the more import- 
ant. This is the plea to halt Oshrin 
from continuing to represent him- 
self as Colton’s agent or business 
representative. 


COIN LACK DROPS FUND 
DOLE TO $1,100 WKLY. 


Stage Relief Fund reduced its 
weekly expenditures recently, what 
with its diminishing b.r. Almost 
from the start of the fund early last 
winter, the average money dole 
totals averaged $1,400 weekly. Late- 
ly that figure has dropped to about 
$1,100. 

Amount of money actually dis- 
bursed to needy professionals has 
not yet been lowered. Reduction 
came about through the commis- 
sary which distributes packages of 
food instead of coin. Another sav- 
ing is in paring off administration 
expenditures. 

Fund still hopes for Sunday 
night legit benefit shows to replen- 
ish the treasury but so few new 
shows are in sight for early Sep- 
tember that some other money- 
raising device will have to be de- 
vised, unless the regulation dis- 
bursements are temporarily sus- 
pended. 

Weekly financial statement up to 
last Friday (4): 








Previous contributions .. $64,072.60 
Mary Mannering Wads- 

WOEtKH ccc cdescocccccce ee 25.00 
Cyara Romanyi .....-+++ 11.00 
Other contributions ....-. 16.50 

$64,125.10 
Gross disbursements ... 60,698.73 
Balance ccccccccccseses $3,426.37 





SOCKED SIR HAMILTON 


Helen Gilbert’s Father Did It in 
Hollywood 








Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

When informed by Sir Hamilton 
Harty that he was conducting Hol- 
lywood Bowl orchestra, William 
Jilbert, father of Helen Vaughn 
Gilbert, cellist, socked the knighted 
leader on the nose, 

Gilbert during daughter’s re- 
hearsal Saturday objected to loud- 
ness of orchestra and became 
aroused to fighting point when Sir 
Hamilton disregarded. 


HIP OPERA FINISHES 
11 WEEKS; TO RESUME 


Pop grand opera, which scored a 
surprising success at the Hippo- 
drome, New York, will call it a sea- 
son Sunday (13) at which time it 
will have completed 11 weeks. It 
will resume for a projected season 
of 30 weeks starting late September. 
Scale for the fall will be somewhat 
revised. Instead of a 99c. top, the 
best locations will be $1.10 and there 
will be more seats at that price. 

For the first time, attendance ap- 
preciably slid off last week, blamed 
Drop was 
about 30%, the takings dipping un- 
der $12,000, about an even break. 
Thursday and Friday (10-11) a 
repeat engagement will be played 
at Boston in the open. Other out- 
door dates to be given are at Eb- 
betts Field, Brooklyn, Aug. 18, and 
the Stadium, Flushing, L. I., Aug. 
25-26. All other outdoor dates have 
been cancelled because spotted 
away from New York and the 
weather uncertainty. 








Wohlebe Suing Friends 
Of Music Patronesses 


When the Society of the Friends 
of Music, snootily-sponsored art or- 
ganization, first signed the German 
chorus master, Walter Wohlebe, in 
1928, the contract specifically called 
him an artist. Now that Wohlebe is 
seeking to collect some $21,000 bal- 


ance on a five-year contract, the de- 
fense is that he is a ‘laborer,’ and 
as such it was a violation of the 
U.S. immigration laws to import 
foreign labor. 

Mrs. Otto Kahn, Mrs. (Judge) Al- 
vin Untermyer, Mrs. J. Frederick 
Tams, Mrs. Fred A. Muscheinheim, 
Mrs. De Acosta Lydig and Mrs. 
Reginald deKoven are among the 
co-defendants who, as patronesses 
of the Friends of Music, are more 
or less known. 

The chorus master was to receive 
$8,000 to $10,000 a season for his 
services. He performed but a cou- 
ple of seasons, and now wants the 
balance due on the contract. A $7,- 
500 settlement offer was rejected by 
Mackey, Herrlich, Vatner & Breen, 
ettorneys for the German chorus 
master. 





THATCHER PESSIMISTIC 


Worcester, Aug. 7. 


Whether Worcester will continue 
to have stock depends on the biz at 
the Poli-Elm Street house this 
week, where the Thatcher players 
are holding forth. 

After three weeks, James Thatch- 
er, who brought the troupe here 
from Springfield, is none too opti- 
mistic, and the chances are the 
house will go dark Saturday night. 





MORTON’S LOST THUMB 
New Haven, Aug. 7. 


J. Burleigh Morton, producer New 
York-Guilford Players, lost part of 


left thumb when vzun he was using 
for sound effects exploded in his 
hand. Morton was experimenting 


for opening of “he Ghost Train’ 
and fired an off-stage shot through 
window. Gun barrel blew up. 

Morton carried on after treatment 
and show opened that night as 
planned, 








Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Hold Your Horses’ (Hunky 
Dory) (Shuberts) Broadhurst. 

‘Party’ (William A. Brady) 
Playhouse. 


‘Murder at the Vanities’ 
(Earl Carroll) New Amster- 
dam. 

‘Amourette’ (Peters and 
Spiller) 48th Street. 

‘Ladies Are Weak’ (Green 


and McCoy) Lyceum. 
‘Crucible’ (D. Herbert Con- 
nolly) Selwyn. 


Jed Harris Will Get 
Royalty Refund From 
Par on ‘Vanities’ Deal 


Matters which might have inter- 

fered with the picturization of ‘Mur- 
der at the Vanities’ have been ad- 
justed, and so far as Paramount is 
concerned the ‘meller revue’ will be 
filmed on schedule. Earl Carroll's 
jam with the scenic artists’ union 
over a bill for $6,000 due on his last 
‘Vanities’ is still unsettled, but the 
stage version is in rehearsal, 
Jed Harris’s claim that his ‘Little 
Baby Blue,’ written with Jack Mc- 
Gowan (first act completed only) 
was in substance the same story as 
the murder ‘Vanities,’ was to all ef- 
fects admitted. Harris paid Mc- 
Gowan $2,000 in advance royalties, 
and this money will be refunded to 
Harris by the author and Par, 50-50. 
McGowan is at present writing for 
Par on the Coast, 

Carroll went into court seeking an 
injunction to restrain local 829, 
United Scenic Artists, from pro- 
hibiting its members from working 
on setting for the murder ‘Vanities.’ 
The producer claimed he was en- 
gaged as the director of the pro- 
posed new show and that the pro- 
duction should not be held up on 
account of an unpaid bill owed by 
another corporation. Decision was 
reserved, 

Par’s agreement with Carroll on 
the revue ‘Vanities’ guarantees a 
bid for the picture rights, with the 
price sliding upward according to 
the number of weeks the show 
plays Broadway. Understood the 
contract stipulates the show shall 
be presented by Sept. 15, Par hav- 
ing the right to purchase the rights 
if the stage version does not eventu- 
ate. Because of the scenic artist 
situation, picture firm may extend 
the time for the stage presentation. 
Carroll is also supposed to super- 
vise the film version. 

















B’way’s Darkness 





(Continued from page 45) 


problem than ever. The Shuberts 
are more active in production than 
other managers, having many more 
theatres to operate, but their pro- 
duction schedule appears to be far 
short.of what will be required to 
light their whole string. Erlanger’s 
appears to have no ' production 
plans, depending on other show- 
men to book into its houses. 


More Indies 


As last year, there are more in- 
dependently owned legit houses 
than controlled by the circuits 
(Erlanger’s and Shuberts). Some 
of the indie theatres operated by 
producers will get the first product 
of the latter, that is those who 
aren't broke. With the circuit 
booking offices doubtless ready to 
offer attractive terms to other indie 
producers, the position of the bank- 
owned houses is unfavorable, 


General impression is that with 
fewer houses lighted, those which 
do operate will have a good chance 
at better business. About 10 
houses are operated by bank sub- 
sidiaries appear to up against the 
booking problem because so few 
showmen have the coin or backing 
to produce and the banks will not 
back shows. Some have engaged 
house managers who are spearing 
for shows. 

History of Broadway in the last 
three or four years indicates that 
it is over-seated for legit. Man- 
agers claim a scarcity of product 
(plays), but it is apparent that 
show business would be better off 
with a dozen, if not a score fewer 
theatres—most of which are un- 
suitable in these times either be- 
cause of capacity, antiquity or un- 





favorable location, 


Inside Siuf—Lesit 


Lease on the Little, New York, has been obtained by Frank Merlin, 
who proposes to produce on his own. Former actor turned director, 
staged several shows for James C. Elliott. House was operated by 
Martha McAllister last season, red in result. However, ‘One Sunday 
Afternoon’ opened there, stopped during the moratorium, resumed and 
moved to the 48th Street, where it is still playing. , 

Little on West 44th street is the former headquarters of Winthrop 
Ames, a conservative managerial figure on Broadway until ill health 
forced retirement to his home in Boston. Property's owners in associa- 
tion with Ames were John Golden, F. Ray Comstock and L. Lawrence 
Weber. The New York ‘Times’ bought the site with the intention of 
erecting an ‘L’ shaped building to serve as another entrance to the 
publishing plant which fronts 43d street. Because of the depression 
building plans were indefinitely set back. 








The so-called ‘bank owned’ legit theatres on Broadway are that group 
of houses which went into the hands of the first mortgage holders who, 
because realty is virtually non-salable, have become involuntary theatre 
operators. Most of these theatres are being handled for the banks by 
showmen, 

Harry Kline is in charge of the Manhattan, owned by the Manufac- 
turers Trust; Joseph Tierney is at the New Yorker for the Bowery 
Savings Bank; Harry Askin at the Hudson for the Immigrant Savings 
Bank; Mort Shea (Feiber and Shea) is managing the Broadway and 
National, owned by Prudence Bonds; Louis Lowenstein is managing the 
Majestic and Masque for the receiver (Philip Dunn); the Chanins are 
handling the Biltmore for the Continental Bank, which is guaranteed by 
them against operating loss; attorneys are in charge of most of the 
others, including the Casino and Golden, 





It is obviously necessary for some changes in the NIRA legit code's 
minimum salaries for actors as pertaining to the rural summer theatres. 
Capacities are mainly between 200 and 300 seats and admission prices 
low. Payment of $40 minimum, which under the code would apply to all 
theatres where full length plays are performed, would be financially 
impossible. 

Equity favors dropping the minimum during the summer months, par- 
ticularly in the rural spots, mostly because of tryouts which otherwise 
wt i not reach the boards but which are potentially Broadway possi- 

ilities, 

There may be some difference of opinion over the summer playhouses 
and the benefit to actors, who in the main appear for board and lodging. 
But they afford a hideaway from the city and the actors figure there is 
always a chance to be engaged for the Broadway presentation—if made. 





The Chanin brothers, Irving and Henry, builders of apartment houses 
and theatres, are in the beer business, With two other brothers, Edward 
and Aron, they are operating a brewery near Allentown, Pa. Name of 
the brand is ‘True Blue’. 

First two named Chanins built five theatres on Broadway—Biltmore, 
Mansfield, Majestic, Royale and Masque. Latter three were sold to the 
Shuberts in a deal which gave them the Century theatre, upon which 
site they built the Century apartments. Still operating it and are book- 
ing the Biltmore, 





Equity was consulted about the legit code by a group of stock 
managers. Among those who visited Frank Gillmore for that pur- 
pose was Lester Al Smith, who headed a stock managers’ association 
about five years ago. He is said to have spoken on behalf of James 
Thatcher, head of the new stockmen’s group. 

Smith was unfortunately mixed up in a mail order fraud and sent to 
Atlanta. Upon proof of his unwitting participation he was recently 
paroled, 





Two former ticket specs are conducting new cafes in the Times Square 
district, beer being the incentive. Davy Mandel has a corner spot across 
the street from Madison Square Garden, while ‘Kid’ Beebe has the ‘Pad- 
dock’ in the Winter Garden block. 

Beebe has been away from Broadway for some time, operating a stable 
of race horses. 





Authors of ‘Going Gay,’ which opened at the Morosco, New York, last 
week are a youthful duo, William Miles and Donald Blackwell. Latter 
played juvenile parts, mostly in stock. Miles had a walk on part in the 
first production of ‘The Mask and the Face’ some seasons ago, later di- 
recting little theatre shows. 


BIG DOIN’S AT START 
OF CENTRAL CITY’S GALA 





Richard Bonelli easily carried off 
the male honors as Prince Danilo. 
Other principals were Frederic Wor- 
lock, Ernest McChesney, John 
Wildgen, Frank Chapman, Bartlett 
Robinson, (Miss) Lee Whitney, Ian 














Central City, Colo., Aug. 7. 

Central City, one of the semi- 
ghost towns of the Rockies, with its 
population cut from 50,000 of years 
ago, to the 537 now living there, 
snapped out of its daze Saturday (5) 
when the social and arty crowd of 
Denver reopened the 50-year-old 
opera house in their second annual 
play festival. 

First night was a sellout at $3, 
with other nights and matinees at 
$2 and $2.50. Advance sale indi- 
cates the Central City Opera House 
association will have a small sur- 
plus for next year, when it is 
planned to present ‘Carmen’ and 
‘Hamlet’ on alternate nights. 

Central City went wide open for 
the occasion. The gambling con- 
cession, owned by the American 
Legion post, used real money, 
scorning to use even chips on some 
of the games. Three roulette wheels 
copped the lion’s share of the so- 
ciety trade as soon as they drifted 
in after the show. One crap table 
was going all afternoon with an- 
other pressed into use at night. 
Other games included faro, poker, 
chuck-a-luck and mutual wheels. 

Other gambling games were run 
in the various dance halls, with 
about a dozen of them in operation, 
besides the grand ball at the Teller 
house, packed too full to dance com- 
fortably. Robert Edmond Jones di- 


rected. Natalie Hall made an en- 
trancing and charming widow 
(‘Merry Widow’) and Gladys 


Swarthout ran her a close second. 





Wolfe, Edna James, Arnold Ronne- 
beck and Ruth Bretschneider. Their 
acting and singing showed the bene- 
ficial effects of the more than two 
month’s rehearsals for some of 
them. 


Locals were used in the choruses. 
They included Misses Germaine 
Haskin, Bernice Laverty, Grettamae 
Brown, Mary Figgen, Esther Baum- 
gartner, Jean Dickenson, Margaret 
Seerie, Sadrene’ Storri, Esther 
Strohm, Jane Merrit and Winifred 
Dillon; and Mesers. John P. Went- 
worth, Tom BE. Jones, Franklin Bar- 
ger, Edwin Cerny. O. K. Heggenm 
Woodrow W. Swaggart, Hale Orin 
Davis, David Williams, James ls 
Burke and Paul Kwartin. Every one 
of them is hoping Jones can us® 
them next year, for while it has 
meant some tough work, they hav® 
had a lot of fun. 

Macklin Marrow conducted the or- 
chestra and directed the rehearsals 
also of the choruses. Russell Lewis 
arranged the dances. The ‘New Deal 
started for Central City last year 
and will keep up for five more years 
at least. Jones has signed contracts 
and will produce at least for that 
time—with the understanding that 
no expense is to be spared for naee 
settings, costumes, music, etc. For 
the first three nights every room 
in the town was engaged, and res- 
ervations indicated but few would 
be vacant at any time during the 
two weeks. 
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Plays Out of Town 





MAN OF WAX 


Pasadena, Calif., Aug. 1. 


edy in three acts and six scenes by 
pollen ‘Thompson. Produced by the Pasa- 
dena Community Playhouse, Pasadena, by 
arrangement with Lee Shubert. Directed 
by Lenore Shanewise. Cast: Robert Welsh, 
Ruthelma Stevens, Lois January, Lloyd 
Corrigan, Tom Smith, Milo Whitlatch, 
Willard Davis, William Boon, Robert 
Chapin, Moroni Olsen, Gloria Hope, Em- 
mett Vogan, George Lynn, T. B. Henry, 
Colin Cairns, Jeanne Richert, Walden 
Boyle, Russell McHatton, Robinson Nei- 
man, Ivan Collins, Harry Mines, W. F. 
Newman, Herbert Booksby, Gray Spalding, 
Benjamin Brindley, Wade Lane, Joseph 
Hamilton, Roland Kibbee, Willard Davis, 
Francesco Moran, Nancy Murray. 





Lee Shubert and C. P. Greneker 
traveled across the country to get 
a look at ‘Man of Wax,’ a Shubert- 
owned property for the past several 
years. By this time they should be 
back in New York, satisfied that the 
thrice-written play can stand more 
rewriting before it is suitable for 


production. 
Idea of having Napoleon return to 


earth is not original. Playwrights 
have been bringing back the im- 
mortals for some time. However, 
in the Julian Thompson adaptation 
of Walter Hasenclever’s short story, 
the sex angle has been injected, giv- 
ing Nap’s return a new slant. 
Trouble is that Thompson never 
made up his mind just how he was 
going to handle his subject. Play 


starts out as a drama, soon becomes 
a comedy, drifts into burlesque and 
eatire and back into drama for the 
ending. ‘Napoleon, no matter what 
angles are taken on the Corsican, is 
a hefty subject, one that can stand 
a straight treatment in any writing 
mood. 

There’s a germ of a play in ‘Man 
of Wax,’ but it’s dormant in the 
present form. The return of a de- 
parted celebrity to this earth and 
his finding that modern times are 
the bunk and his subsequent return 
to his resting place are not novel. 
Most entertainment in the play 
comes in the second act where Nap, 
on the make for a motion picture 
actress who is going to play Jose- 
phine in a picture, is the high spot 
of the play. First act, her discovery 
of Nap in a wax museum, and the 
last act, where the former Emperor 
attends the Disarmament Confer- 
ence to settle the present day woes 
of the world, are dead ducks. 

Napoleon, a wax figure in a mu- 
seum, returns to life because Jose- 
phine Delmar, the actress, is in love 
with his image. She arranges to 
have him visit her in her apartment 
where Nap becomes sexy. From 
here on the play becomes serious. 
In the next rewriting something may 
be done with the idea. Play is a 
Lee Shubert pet. 

Community Playhouse’s produc- 
tion boasts an excellent performance 
by Lloyd Corrigan as Napoleon. 
That about covers the praise due 
the play. All other performers, in- 
cluding Ruthelma Stevens as Jose- 
phine, are amateurish. With an all- 
professional cast, it is possible the 
production would have shaped up 
better, but with the story running to 
all points of the emotional compass, 
it’s doubtful. Direction seems to 
have been focused on Corrigan with 
others in the cast forgotten, 3 — 
all. 


Tourists Accommodated 


Providence, July 31. 


Comedy in prolog and three acts by 
Charles Divine; presented by Raymond 
Moore at the Cape Playhouse, Dennis, July 
24, and at the South Shore Playhouse, 
Cohasset, July 31. 


‘Tourists Accommodated,’ the 
third new production to be tried out 


by Raymond Moore on the Cape, is 
a play of oddly varying quality, 
starting as a diverting, homely lit- 
tle comedy, building up to a sur- 
prising and not altogether appro- 
priate tragic climax in the second 
act, and regaining its original, and 
happier, mood in time for the final 
curtain. 

The first nighters seemed to like 
the play very well. They applauded 
to the echo, and aroused consider- 
able enthusiasm, almost enough to 
convince many that it would be a 
big success if tried professionally. 
But judged away from all the glow- 
ing enthusiasm of the first night, 
‘Tourists Accommodated’ couldn't 
Possibly make the grade unless 
Moore revamps it a great deal. 

It depends largely upon its spark- 
ling wit and amusing situations, 
and to place a suicide in the midst 
of a comedy of talking tourists evi- 
dently destroys the fabric of the 
story. 

No doubt the suicide is meant to 
be taken seriously, but the author 
has proven his point before the 
tragedy occurs, and the incident 
fives an artificial aspect to a hith- 
erto plausible comedy. 

Mrs. Crosby and _ her sister, 
Phoebe, turn their home into a place 
for tourists. Not that they need 
the money, but just for the want of 


something to do. Before long what 
started as an amusing pastime has 
grown to be an incubus, to the rest 
of the family, at least. 

The older daughter, Kay, finds 
that her socially elect fiance, Stuart 
Mason, is greatly disturbed over the 
tourists. Jean, in college, is hu- 
miliated when her friends discover 
what is going on, and Russ, the only 
son, is so desperate for privacy in 
his own home that he finally joins 
the navy. 

Mr. Crosby is forced to sleep on 
the back porch, Mason breaks tact- 
fully with Kay, and Jean in a fit of 
despair kills herself. Kay becomes 
engaged to Tom Gibbs, first of the 
tourists, and goes off to get mar- 
ried, taking the harrassed Mr. 
Crosby with her, while her mother 
happily plans for a_ tourist-filled 
future. 

Much has been made out of noth- 
ing in ‘Tourists Accommodated.’ It 
is essentially a comedy, the type 
that will click, but the slight tinge 
of seriousness practically spoils the 
whole effect. 

Josephine Hull is the hustling 
Mrs. Crosby, Minnie Dupree the 
highly depressed Phoebe, Humphrey 
Bogart the nice traveling salesman 
who marries Kay, Flora Campbell 
the unfortunate- Jean, Eleanor 
Phelps the almost jilted Kay, and 
William Ingersoll the harrassed Mr. 
Crosby. 





Broadway Interlude 


Pelham, N. Y., Aug. 4. 


Play by Achmed Abdullah. With Rob- 
ert Emmett Keane, Ara Gerald, Claire 
Whitney, Charles Campbell, Helen Claire, 
Elisha Cook, Jr. At the Manor theatre, 
Pelham, N. ¥ 





‘Broadway Interlude’ is only mod- 
erately exciting. ‘The life of David 
Belasco, which has furnished 
Broadway with many traditions, 
seems fairly routine and familiar in 
the framework of this three-year- 
old play by Abdullah, Belasco’s old 
collaborator, 

The talk is that Leo Carillo will 
go into the leading role when the 
play is sent into town, but the gen- 
tle force of that player does not 
seem to fit the rather ordinary if 
emotional explosion the authors 
have pictured as Belasco. 

If no obvious attempt has been 
made by Abdullah, assisted by Wil- 
liam Almon Wolff, to match Grant 
Thompson, central figure of the 
drama, to Belasco, man to man, 
there is no disguise of the back- 
ground in which members of Be- 
lasco’s staff and others are recog- 
nized. 

Drama concerns producer’s spon- 
sorship of a new ingenue with night 
rehearsals and personal direction. 
His slightly passe star wishes the 
girl and gets her out of the way via 
the Theatre Guild, of all places. 

Best scene in the play centers 
about a rehearsal conducted by the 
old man himself. It’s pretty tough 
on some of the old Belasco actors. 
Robert Emmett Keane is work- 
manlike as the producer. Claire 
Whitney is the secretary. Ara Ger- 
ald is the dusky star, giving an ef- 
fective performance. 


ANOTHER MAN’S SON 


Providence, July 27. 


Comedy drama in three acts by Len D. 

Hollister; presented by the Mariarden 
Players, under direction of William B. 
Friedlander at the Peterborough Dramatic 
Festival, Peterborough, N. H., July 27. 
Produced by Howard Inches, 


This is the second new play to be 
staged in the Peteroborough dra- 
matic festivals this summer. ‘An- 
other Man’s Son’ is melodrama pure 
and simple. There’s no shooting, 
but the action includes a villainess 
who cammits theft and perjury, and 
possibly would not stop at murder, 
either, if the play ran an act longer. 

The play spreads over a period of 
two years, and the action takes 
place in the Long Island home of 
Jim Mason. It centers on Jim’s 
longing for a son and heir. The 
plot is hackneyed and not for the 
more sophisticated playgoer. Act- 
ing and dialog lifted the piece above 
the average on the first night, but 
how it will size up on Broadway is 
a matter of deep conjecture. 

For one thing, the plot seems to 
be against the play’s success. Few 
will be interested in Jim Mason's 
long desire for an heir, and how his 
wife, a @yed-in-the-wool adven- 
turess, attempts to pull the wool 
over her husband’s eyes by giving 
him a son that belongs to another 
woman. In the end, of course, the 
adventuress and her accomplice 


lover, Dr. Cole, are found out. Jim 
marries the mother of the infant 
passed off as his son, and every- 


body’s happy. 

Hollister, the author, took part in 
the performance, playing father of 
the adventuress. Brian Donlevy is 
in the role of the hoodwinked hero, 
Robert Beatty as the _ villianess, 
Lawrence Keating as the doctor- 
lover, Louis Jean Heydt as the 
family lawyer, Jane Bramley as the 
mother-nurse, and Clara Palmer as 





a colored maid 


Swanee, 


riet 
Inez Courtney, ‘Hold Your Horses.’ 


Hy. Trader, 
Morris, Claire Carleton, Joan Clive, 
‘Easy Come.’ 


BROADWAY REVIEW 
GOING GAY 


Farce in three acts, presented at the Mo- 
rosco Aug. 3 by Select Theatres Corpora- 


tion (Shuberts); written by William Miles 
and Donald Blackwell; staged by latier. 

Ann Appleton...ccccesessess: Diane Bourget 
Daisy Appleton......... evceee .Edith King 
OU <écceeenocebeseececes Charies Halton 
Pu:nman Porter....e. eeoe-Richard N. Gregg 
Ridges ceeccesecsscececess+-homer Barton 
r. Courtland Smith......Walter Kingsford 
WPS. oc0-0% cévaedeunee eee. Barnett Parker 
Mrs. Smith... eecccccsees-- Thais Lawten 
George Smith...... ecceses- George Walcott 


Grand Duchess. ...ccosseceesss---Rita Vale 
Ward-Williams....eeee..+e.-Alan Marshall 
Footman .....00. Oe eeeececeesrs Chase Adams 





Looks like a good title wasted. 
‘Going Gay’ was among the plays 
tried out in Hartford earlier in the 
Summer and if it was the best of 
the lot, the experiment was not suc- 
cessful. It is also the first of the 
tryouts to brave Broadway in the 
hottest summer. Scale is $2.75 top, 
a concession from the $3.30 thing for 
straight shows. But that doesn’t 
figure to be much belp, for the show 
isn’t good entertainment. 

Because of a heat wave the open- 
ing was set back until Thursday. 
Weather was better, but opening an 
attraction this side of Labor Day is 
taking unwise chances, particularly 
for non-musicals. 

Farce is along old-fashioned lines. 
Has a fairly lively third act but shy 
all the way of actual laughs. Sup- 
posedly a travesty on a more or less 
newly-rich middle-aged couple, the 
T. Courtland Smiths, in their sum- 
mer home at Newport. A Russian 
duchess is coming for a visit and 
Mrs. Smith wants to put on the dog 
in a social splurge. She is much 
vexed because their son George has 
invited a young actress, Ann Apple- 
ton, down for the week-end. Looks 
like the works are gummed when 
Ann arrives with her insistent 
mother Daisy, also of the stage, plus 
her dog-like husband Benny, who is 
supposed to be her secretary. 

But fluffy Daisy is the life of the 
party, such as it is. Her bawdy 
stories shock Mrs. Smith but amuse 
the others, particularly Mr. Smith, 
‘'T.C.’ as he is called by the old lady. 
Third act is in Daisy’s bedroom. 
Benny enters complaining about his 
quarters and insisting on sleeping 
in her bed. When old Smithy ar- 
rives for a supposed rendezvous, 
Daisy puts Benny in a closet. When 
both women exit, Benny climbs in 
bed again and Smith ditto, thinking 
it is Daisy. That’s the highlight. 
By the time the women return, 
Benny has hidden in the wardrobe 
and T.C. pretends he is sleep walk- 
ing. Mrs. Smith accuses Daisy of 
being a trollop and they go to it, 
but Ann and George fix everything 
when they arrive to say they just 
got married. 

Thais Lawson as Mrs. Smith and 
Walter Kingsford as her husband 
were mentioned as chief leads, but 
Edith King has the main part as 
Daisy, giving an excellent impres- 
sion of Mary Boland. Charles Hal- 
ton. who had such a good assign- 
ment in ‘Once in a Lifetime’ (Mr. 
Glogauer), is Benny, too dumb to be 
very funny. 

Settings looked to have come from 
the storehouse, with all indications 
that the nut must be kept down to 
a minimum. That, at least, was the 
right idea for this play. Ibee. 
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‘Music’s’ $10,500 Final; 
‘20th’ Follows in Frisco 


San Francisco, Aug. 7. 


‘Twentieth Century’ has an okay 
advance sale for its opening at the 
Curran tonight (7) with Eugenie 
Leontovich and Moffatt Johnson in 
the cast. 

Latter replaced Gregory Ratoff 
and is unknown here, but ‘20th’ is 
the town’s only !egit show so it’s 
expected to move along smartly. 
‘Music in the Air’ bowed out after 
three good weeks, last one doing 
around $10,500. 


LA. HEAT TOO 
MUCH FOR B.O. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Continued hot weather is taking 
a sock at the legit b. o., giving the 
producers little to be thankful for 
other than their ability to pay off. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon’ at the 
El Capitan dragged the week 
through to $4,700, which is not so 
hot for this house. Looks like Henry 
Duffy guessed right on this pro- 
duction with a low budget for the 
heat wave. 

‘Tale of Two Cities’ at the Holly- 
wood Playhouse, depending on 
service charge passes, got its nut 
but no more at $3,000 estimated. 
Philip Merivale, starred, is in on a 
guarantee. Rest of the cast is co-op. 

‘Low and Behold,’ co-op revue at 
the Music Box, hangs on with the 
$2,100 take of last week keeping 
body, soul and production together. 
Folds after this week. 











Majestic, Utica, Reopens 


Utica, N. Y., Aug. 7. 
Majestic, dark for several years, 
will open Aug. 26 under K. T. U. 
Corp. management. 


Legit, but no burlesque or pic- 
tures, the policy. Edward Coleman, 
manager. 





Caliente in Play 


Hollywood, Aug. 7, 

A week-end at Agua Caliente is 
the subject of ‘Always a First Time,’ 
play written by Allen Rivkin and 
P. J. Wolfson. Manuscript has been 
taken for fall production in New 
York by Robert Broder and John 
Pollock. 

Many of the characters are take- 
offs on local get-arounders. 








5 Legits Left in Loop with Heat; 
Only One Better Than Even Last Wk. 





Current Road Shows 


‘Dinner at Eight,’ G. O. H., Chi- 
cago. 

‘20th 
Francisco. 

‘Gay Divorce,’. Apollo, Chicago. 

‘Her Majesty, the Widow,’ Cort, 
Chicago. 

‘Low and Behold,’ 
ke A 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ El Cap- 
itan, L. A. 

‘Skidding,’ Studebaker, 

‘Take a Chance,’ Erlanger, 
cago. 

‘Tale of Two Cities,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse, Hollywood. 

‘Tomorrow Turns Back,’ Selwyn, 
Chicago. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


‘Murder at the 


Century,’ Curran, San 


Music Box, 


Chicago. 
Chi- 





Olga Baclanova, 
Vanities.’ 

Frank d@’Armond, Bernice Claire, 
Cecil Lean, Vera Marsh, Frank 
Loring Smith, ‘Saluta.’ 
Lora Baxter, ‘Party.’ 

Tom Patricola, Katherine Karr, 
Margie Finley, Dave Chasen, Har- 
Hoctor, Edw. J. McNamara, 


Paul Muni, ‘The Red Cat.’ 
Helen Lowell, Bruce Evans 
Edw. Raguello, 


Geo. 
David 


Franc Hale, ‘One Sunday After- 





noon.’ 


7 —_— 


Chicago, Aug. 7. 

Heat socked everybody on the 
Loop legit boards last week. 3usi- 
ness was especially off over the 
three-day week end stretch from 
Saturday to Monday, the gravy days 
ordinarily. 

‘Hired Husbands,’ which had 
played five weeks at the Studebaker, 
moved to the Cort and lasted out 
the week only. Another to blow 
was ‘Tomorrow Turns Back, It saw 
only about $2,000 at the Selwyn be- 
fore leaving. 

‘Take a Chance,’ $13,000 continued 
to lead the town’s grosses, but that’s 
not enough for the musical, from re- 
ports. Chances are it will fold any 
time now. ‘Dinner at Eight’ had 
much easier sailing on $10,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Dinner at Eight’ (Grand) (D-1,- 
207; 2.20) (8th week). $10,000, 
slightly off in heat but enough to 
get along on. 


‘Gay Divorce,’ Apollo (M-1,500; 
$2.20) (6th week). $9,000 with new 
price scale, cut previous week from 
$2.75. 

‘Her Majesty,’ the Widow,’ Cort | 
(C-1,276; $2.20) (6th week). Back | 


to Cort after two weeks at Garrick 
for $2,500. 

‘Skidding,’ Studebaker (C-1,250; | 
$2.20) (3d week). Skidding is right. | 
$2,000. 
‘Take a Chance,’ Erlanger (M-1,- 
318; $3.30) (5th week). Town's only 
$3.30 show, doing best business on | 
figures, but at $13,000 In trouble. j 
‘Tomorrow Turns Back,’ Selwyn | 





Nita Naldi, ‘Party.’ 


(D-1,806; $1.10) (6th week). $2,000 | 
and out. i 


Worst Summer in 25 Years Almost ; 
Over; $12,000 for Two Last Week 


oa —EE 


Summer of 1933 is to be rated 


the poorest on Broadway in 25 
years. Number of shows on the 
boards now is not much at vari- 


ance with last summer, but as for 
quality and gross, there is no com- 


parison, 

Heretofore, there always have 
been some shows which drew good, 
if not excellent, summer money. 
That went for last summer when 
two musicals went along to im- 
portant grosses, and they were 
holdover shows, at that. For the 
second season there have been no 
summer musicals (except one flop 
last month) and the _ holdovers 
have been able to eke out a mere 
existence, 

The comparison is clear. At this 
time last summer the _ revived 
‘Show Boat’ was getting $25,000 
and upward weekly, with ‘Of Thee 
I Sing’ around $23,000. Best gross- 
es in this June and July went to 
‘Music in the Air,’ which averaged 
$11,000 and is sticking because of 
a Leblang deal. Other sexsons saw 
the better known revues drawing 
heavy coin. Visitors largely sup- 
ported such attractions, but now 
the ticket agencies have nothing to 
offer, handling a few tickets for 
two or three shows, the others be- 
ing low cost revivals. 

Grand opera at the Hippodrome 
proved the exception and topped 
all legits. But last week the heat 
got it and engagement ends this 
week. 

It has been an ‘old-fashioned 
summer,’ with record heat and a 
succession of torrid waves. Had 
similar weather conditions pre- 
vailed in other summers there is 
little doubt that even the musical 
hits would have suffered, but hot 
weather production is always a 
hazard. 

New Season’s. Hopes 

Legit is now pointing to the new 
season, which, it is indicated, will 
have a delayed start. There are 
half a dozen attractions now in re- 
hearsal, including two musicals, 
‘Hold Your Horses’ and ‘Murder 
at the Vanities.” About a dozen 
new productions are in sight dur- 
ing September but may be added 
to by possibilities from the rural 
summer try-outs which have not 
been fertile. 

Previously William A. Brady will 
beat the gun by presenting his im- 
ported ‘The Party’ at the Play- 
house, Aug. 21. A desultory open- 
ing last week was ‘Going Gay,’ but 
its life at the Morosco figures to 
be short. : 

List now stands at seven, includ<- 
ing the folding grand opera. Noth- 
ing on the boards, with one excep- 
tion (‘One Sunday Afternoon’) is 
given a chance of lasting into the 
new season. Last week started with 
a 100-degree temperature and ate 
tendance didn’t mean much. j 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Going Gay,’ Morosco (24 week) 
(F-893-$2.75). Opened Thursday 
(3) with unfavorable indications; 
may get some cut-rate trade. 

‘Music in the Air,’ 44th Street 
(38th week) (M-1,323-$3.30). Low- 
est figure since opening and ran red 
at $7,500; another three weeks; then 
Boston, Labor Day. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon’ (48th 
week) (C-969-$3.30). Dropped to 
$4,500, lowest since first week, but 
bettered even break: indefinite. 

Other Attractions 

Grand Opera, Hippodrome: 1ith 
week; heat got it last week; $12,000; 
shuts down Sunday (13) and ree 
sumes next month. 

‘Tommy,’ Forrest: revival; poste 
poned, opened Monday. 

‘Pirates of Penzance,’ Majestic? 
replaced ‘The Bohemian Girl’ Mone 
day; due to end season Saturday. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Waldorf: re- 
vival. 

‘John Ferguson,’ Belmont, revival. 





Johnson Replaces Ratoff 
San Francisco, Aug. 7. 
Moffatt Johnson replaces Gregory 
Ratoff in ‘20th Century’ which 
opens at the Curran tonight (7) 
Ratoff is tied up in the Mae West 
picture, but his wife, Eugenie Leon- 
tovich, continues to hold top bracke 


ets of the cast. 














MGM STUDIOS 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
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*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE, 8 


48 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON; Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 


St. Martin’s Place, Trafaiger Square 


FOREIGN SHOW NEW 


*‘VARIETY’S’ PARIS 


Representative, Hotel des Saints Pp 


65 ruc des Saints Peres, Cable Address: VARINEWS, PARIS 








French Legit Anticipates Revival 
With Quota Restricting US. Films 


Paris, July 28. 

Paris legit is counting on the re- 
duced number of American pictures 
to be shown here next winter, in 
accordance with the new quota de- 
cree issued by the French Govern- 
ment, and the very likely shortage 
of good French films, to bring the 
public back to the theatre. While 
the legitimate stage is now at its 
lowest ebb for the summer, extra- 
ordinary activity is in progress for 
early fall productions. 

Sacha Guitry has four productions 
scheduled and is now finishing the 
last act for the book of an operetta 
by Heyman, composer of the music 
for ‘Congress Dances,’ in between 
completing his character sketches 
for Cecile Sorel’s music hall debut 
at the Casino de Paris. He is now 
at La Baule with Sorel and Varna, 
having temporarily abandoned the 
idea of making a film version of his 
‘Chateaux en Bspagne,’ because of 
the pressure of other interests. He 
reopens the Varieties with ‘Castles 
in Spain’ in September, After the 
return ‘Le Vol Nuptial’ at the 
Michodiere, a new Guitry comedy 
will follow with Victor Boucher in 
the leading role supported by Mme. 
Huguette Duflos and Jean Perier. 
The book of the new operetta by 
Albert Willemetz and Louis Meucci, 
entitled ‘Oh! Mon Bel Inconnu’ 
(‘Ah! Handsome Stranger’), which 
will star Aquistapace at the Bouf- 
fes-Parisiens, Sept. 29, is authored 
by Guitry in collaboration with 
Reynaldo Hahn. The Heymann- 
Guitry musical piece, founded on a 
play by Charles Mere will go to the 
Marigny, 

Edmon@ Sayag, director of the 

bassadeurs, announces Sept. 28 
er the first performance of ‘La 
Donneuse’ (‘The Giver’), comedy 
by Alfred Savoir. 

The Sept. Line-up 

The Sarah Bernhardt opens Aug. 
12 with ‘Rosette,’ light comedy by 
Daniel Norman and Louis Cairolin, 
cast to include Mme, Fusier-Gir, 
Renne Simot, Jane Loury, Jeannine 
Mirande, Claire Gerard, Christian 
Gerhard, Hubert Daix, Armontel and 
others. 

Among September premieres are 
‘Boudu Sauve des Eaux,’ comedy by 
Rene Fauchois, at the Mathurins on 
the 4th; the return of ‘Teddy and 
Partner’ at the Michel on the 6th; 
a revue by Rene Dorin and Paul 
Colline at the Athenee on the 27th, 
in which the authors will interpret 
the principal roles and sing several 
songs of their own composition, and 
‘Quinze Couples’ (‘Fifteen Couples’) 
at the Grand Guignol, under which 
title are grouped a lengthy list of 
short sketches, 

Later in the season, the Mogador 
will have ‘Ball in Savoy,’ the oper- 
etta composed by Paul Abraham, 
which has been one of the outstand- 
ing successes in Berlin and Vienna. 
At the Madeleine, Lucien Rozen- 
berg is to be both the star and di- 
rector of Tristan Bernard’s recently 
completed play, as yet unnamed 
dealing with Jewish life and man- 
ners. Those already engaged in 
important roles, include Mlle. 
Helene Perdriere, Mme, Veniat and 
M. Dalio. A new play by Jacques 
Deval is scheduled for the Theatre 
de Paris; a comediebouffe by Daniel 
Norman, entitled ‘Les Trois Maris 
de Mademoiselle’ (Mademoiselle’s 
Three Husbands’) will star Max 
Dearly, and Norman also has an 
adaptation of the Italian operetta, 
‘Simplicissimus’ on the list. 

‘Maya,’ the play of a prostie by 
Simon Gantillon, which was first 
produced here in French five years 
ago and played in English last sea- 
son, has been revived at the Studio 
des Champs Elysees. Production is 
under the direction of Mrs. Sybil 
Harris, who plans to put on ‘Mater- 
nite’ in the near future. ‘Maya’ was 
banned in New York. 

Mrs. Harris plays the leading 
role; others in the cast are Griffin 
Champion, Harold Penman, M. 
Widrow and Alain Dhurtal. 





Composer Schwarz Suicide 
Prague, Aug. 1. 
C. Putschmann, a former opera 
singer of Czechoslovakia, has been 
arrested in Saxony, Germany, ac- 
cused of smuggling cocaine. At the 
same time it is reported that Fried- 
rich W. Schwarz, born in Prague, 


composer of popular songs, com- 
mitted suicide in Paris with 
cocaine. 





‘Furber. 


Expatriate German Comic 
Joins Aust. State House 


Prague, Aug. 1. 

Director O. Roebbling, of the 
Bure theatre, Vienna, is now in 
Carlsbad to confer with Max Pal- 
lenberg, famous Berlin comedian. 
Pallenberg next season becomes a 
member of the Austrian state the- 
atre. 

Carl Rankl, former musical direc- 
tor of the Reichenberg City theatre, 
in the fall will head the orchestra 
of the State theatre in Ankara, the 
new capital of Turkey. 


Leicester Sq. Theatre 
Back to Jack Bachanan 


London, July 25. 


Leicester Square Estates, Ltd., 
controlling the Leicester Square 
theatre, is due to change. hands 
very shortly. Jack Buchanan, who 
sold out to Sir Walter Gibbons 
some time ago, is taking possession 
again. He has been quietly acquir- 
ing available shares, and now has 
controlling interest. Buchanan will 
shortly be appointed managing di- 
rector, a post formerly held by Sir 
Gibbons, and will move his offices 
into the building. 


Policy of house, which has been 
very profitable since Harry Foster 
has been operating it: for vaude- 
ville, is to continue without hin- 
drance, with Foster remaining one 
of the directors. Only likelihood is 
Adney Gibbons, son of Sir Walter, 
will be removed from directorate. 
Meanwhile, Buchanan is putting 
the finishing touches to his film, 
‘Stand Up and Sing’, which he is 
doing for British & Dominion. When 
that is finished he begins rehears- 
ing on a musical version of ‘Brew- 
ster’s Millions’, which Jack Waller 
and .Joe Tunbridge are adapting, 
with. additional dialog by Douglas 
Show has not yet been 
cast. It opens out of town, playing 
Moss Empires and Howard & 
Wyndhams theatres, and is likely 
to come here around Christmas. 











Hungary Boom 


(Continued from page 17) 


‘The Nabab of Dolova’s Daughter,’ 
by Ferene Herceg, screen title to 
be ‘Rakoczi March,’ principal mu- 
sical motif to Berlioz’ celebrated 
march of that title. Other num- 
bers will be composed by Paul 
Abraham, another repatriate from 
Berlin. 

Emil Kovacs is preparing the 
screen version of Zagon’s ‘Marika,’ 
Hungarian version only. 





Czech’s Film Fever 
Prague, July 27. 

Czechoslovak filmers are in a 
fever of production, working as 
hard as possible in an attempt to 
get the industry started. Still no 
American pictures coming in, but 
the localities think they've got the 
thing beat and can get along with- 
out. 

Thirteen pictures have been com- 
pleted locally by producers and are 
ready to send out, six more are in 
production and 10 more lined up. 
That makes a total of 29 pictures 
in the native tongue which ought 
to satisfy the market until about 
December. 

Producers, aided financially by 
the government, are figuring that 
by keeping up that pace they can 
knock out about 60 pictures for the 
year. If so they will have to find 
only about 90 more pictures from 
the rest of the world market to 
make things safe, local exhib de- 
mands ecalling for about 150 pic- 
tures @ year. 

Figuring that way is swell, ex- 
cept that there’s no assurance the 
localities can pulmotor up to 60 
pictures a year, beyond which find- 
ing 90 pictures from the world 
market with the U. S. included, is 
none too easy a job. England and 
France are the best spots to pick 
from, Germany’s current output 
being too unreliable for any as- 
surance purposes. Beyond thatthe 
Czechoslovaks don’t especially like 
the Germans and are keeping away 
from German films as much as 
possible. 





Foreign Remakes 


(Continued on page 17) 


kept out of France and Par's out of 
the U. S. 

‘Her Majesty Love,’ made by 
Warners some years back was the 
first picture to receive this type of 
treatment. It was originally a Ger- 
man picture, 


How It Can Work Out 


Idea back of the thing is that a 
picture bought outright is a com- 
pleted thing and can be handled 
much simp'er from a studio stand- 
point. Staff is set down to look the 
picture over, make up its mind 
about faults to be improved upon, 
actors for types, etc. At Fox ‘Ador- 
able’ is called a mistake because 
copied exactly from the German 
without adaptation or change. If 
adapted, it is felt, it could have 
made the grade easier. Also men- 
tioned that Henri Garat, the male 
star, didn’t turn out to have the 
femme appeal expected of him. 


From the standpoint of the for- 

eign offices, if this sales method can 
be developed it would be the saviour 
all around, especially in view of the 
growing quota and financial restric- 
tions all over the world. Getting 
too tough to fight local competition 
in many spots, wheréas it is felt if 
a picture can be sold outright to 
localities cn a flat basis that does 
away with considerable risk and an- 
noyance. Most Europeans, for the 
time being, haven’t the money to 
handle that sort of deal on a big 
enough basis to satisfy Americans, 
but it is felt they’re swinging that 
way. 
Radio last year sold its entire 
year’s produet to Jacques Haik for 
France. Haik could dub the pic- 
tures, do them. over, or sell them 
as is within France on a percentage 
basis. Columbia this year has a 
similar deal with Adolphe Osso in 
France for 12 pictures, 


Pointed out generally that book 
business, internationally, is done on 
that sort of regional sales basis, 
and films will have to come to that 
because of lingual and quota diffi- 


culties. 
Australia 


(Continued on page 17) 


campaign organized by foreign in- 
terests. Distributors were making 
a profit of $10 for every $15 paid in 
wages.’ 

‘Distributors had ignored the 
public, and, by bringing in master 
films from which copies were made, 
had saved themselves hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in customs 
taxation. They hold the exhibitors 
in their hands, and grind out of 
them the utmost farthing. This 
government is determined that they 
shall make a refund to the revenue 
of the country. It is determined 
also that they shall show cleaner 
films, instead of the awful sex and 
crime pictures that are demoraliz- 
ing the people.’ 

‘Distributors never showed their 
hands, but used the exhibitors as 
monkeys to pull the chestnuts out 
of the fire. When distributors 
evaded the duty in importing mas- 
ter films, they did not pass the ben- 
efit on to the exhibitors.’ 

‘Foreign film interests did noth- 
ing else but apply thumbscrews to 
Australian exhibitors. If tax is re- 
moved foreign interests will say 
they have bulldozed the Australian 
Parliament once again.’ 

These and other equally unfair 
statements show how little the av- 
erage politician knows about the 
true position of the Australian Film 
Industry. 

During the regime of the last 
Bruce-Page government it was 
proven conclusively by a Royal 
Commission that American interests 
did not control the Australian pic- 
ture field. It was also proven that 
the American distributors operating 
in Australia provided work for 
thousands of Australians. It was 
proven that American pictures kept 
the Australian theatres open and 
provided cheap entertaniment for 
the masses, besides providing em- 
ployment for local workmen. Amer- 
ican producers were the means of 
allowing Australians to open labor- 
atories for film work and to operate 
same. American picture producers 
had done more for Australians than 
any other foreign interests operat- 
ing in this country. All these facts 
were proven time and time again 
during the sitttings of the commis- 
sion, 

There is no use denying the fact 
that Australian in the majority fa- 
vor American picture entertainment. 
This has been the case ever since 
the first picture show opened here. 
British pictures are very popular at 
present, but there are not sufficient 
British films coming here to keep 
open all the theatres. Australian 
producers could not possibly hope to 
meet the demand of exhibitors were 











Grock, No Longer Wealthy, Settling 
Eng. Tax Tiff Prior to Comeback 





London, July 26, 

Grock is over here quietly confer- 
ring with the English income tax 
authorities. Money has been out- 
standing for several years, with 
Frenchman always delaying settle- 
ment on the assumption he would 
never play England again. 

Grock is no longer wealthy and 
he is considering an offer to come 
back here. Understood latest offer 
comes from Ernest Remnant, lessee 
of the London Pavilion. With in- 
come authorities quite amenable to 
a 50% settlement, it is likely Grock 
will play a return date in London. 





Coliseum Now Ex-Pix 

‘Ballets Russes De Monte Carlo,’ 
the remnant of the Diaghileff outfit, 
a big hit at the Alhambra and ex- 
tended for a further fortnight, goes 
to the London Coliseum for a run, 
opening Aug. 12. This marks the 
end of the Coliseum as a picture 
theatre. 

House has done execedingly well 
with ‘King Kong,’ but the trouble 





= eronparene to quit the Australian 
e . 
The present fight is the greatest 
in the annals of the film industry. 
F. W. Thring in Legit 
Besides operating ‘Efftee,’ the big- 
gest film studio in Melbourne, F. W. 
Thring, at one time the big noise in 
Hoyts, has completed arrangements 
to play his own legit company in 
Melbourne in highbrow productions. 
Gregon McMahon has been engaged 
as producer. 
Newspaper Flops 
‘Sunday Observer,’ a new weekly, 
came out one Sabbath and folded 
the next. Regarded as the quickest 
newspaper flop over here. Two pic- 
ture fan mags have switched over 
from weekly publication to monthly 
in an attempt to build. 
Hits and Flops 

‘42a Street’ a wow on third week 
and may stay four. ‘Tell Me To- 
night’ high on 5th week and set 
solid. Goes to prove that musicals 
popular over here. 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ building after 
slow start. 
Starvation business being done 
with ‘Farewell to Arms.’ Picture’s 
failure mystery to trade. ‘Bedtime 
Story’ in this week. 
‘Cavalcade’ finished 12 weeks solid 
trade in two theatres. 
Weekly business okay with ‘You 
Said a Mouthful,’ ‘When Strangers 
Marry’ and ‘Warrior’s Husband.’ 
‘Insult,’ and ‘That Night in London’ 
playing to poor business and un- 
likely to stay. 
‘Honi Soit’ only legit offering and 
grossing well. Joe Marks opened 
successfully in a corking revue with 
Mae Leonard, Connors and Paul and 
Kelo and Moran, Marks will stage a 
new show every week. 
Legit is nice with ‘Hold My Hand,’ 
and ‘Tout Paris.” "When Ladies 
Meet’ comes in this week for W-T. 
Cast includes Isobel Elsom, George 
Barraud John Longden and Carl 
Harbord. 


Cook Boston Opener 


Boston, Aug. 7. 

Joe Cook’s ‘Hold Your Horses’ at 
the moment seems destined to open 
the new Boston legit season. This 
usually begins Labor Day; plans are 
all set now to swing in the Cook 
opus, week ahead, to occupy the 
Shubert stage starting Aug. 28. 
Then comes Broadway. 

Alfredo Salmaggi’s Chicago Opera 
Co. begins an engagement at Boston 
Opera House Sept. 25. Troupe 
comes here next week for two open- 
air performances at Braves Field, 
25c to $1 top. 

Al Luitringer announces National 
Dramatic Players for stay at Wil- 
bur beginning Sept. 25 in repertory. 











Harvey’s ‘Betray’ Goes 


First on Continent 


Westwood, Calif., Aug. 7. 
‘My Lips Betray,’ the Lilian Har- 
vey original starrer for Fox, held 
back for release in America until 
after ‘My Weakness,’ her second 
picture, will be released abroad as 
her initial film six months before 
the second, ‘Betray’ on the Con- 

tinent will be shown this month. 
Fox studio for her American de- 
but wants her in the American story 
first and then follow with her cur- 
rent production.- Abroad, they are 
using the initialer figuring that the 
b.o. reaction there would be more 
favorable in a Continental type pic- 
ture than in the American back- 
ground for a picture made in this 





country. 


has been to find a suitable success. 
or. The current Radio picture, ‘Dip. 
lomaniacs,’ will not hold up for more 
than a couple weeks. 





Doug ‘Most Desirable,’ But— 


It is said Douglas Fairbanks ex. 
pressed a desire to join White's club 
here, one of London's oldest clubs, 
including members of the royal fam- 
ily, foreign monarchs and other po- 
tentates. There is a committee of 
two which passes upon the candi- 
dates and, according to the story, 
they decided he was a most desir- 
able man, but not eligible for mem- 
bership in what is probably the most 
exclusive club in the world. 





Gracie Fields Very ‘Straight’ 
Gracie Fields headlines at the 
Palladium this week. Opening night 
the business was ferociously poor. 
Miss Fields is getting ritzy. Her 
songs now veer too much along legit 
lines, and ‘her personal appearance 
is°minus all semblance of ‘charac- 
ter.’ Devoid of the aforesaid char- 
acter, her songs lack sufficient 
punch, It was inevitahie she would 
take a wallop at ‘Stormy Weather.’ 
With a pained. expression on her 
countenance designed to indicate 
the sorrow of the colored woman 
warbling the tale of woe, she doesn’t 
evidence the slightest conception of 
what the words of the ditty mean. 
On the bill are Franklyn D’Amore 
and Jack Lane making their first 
appearance here. Excellent tum- 
blers, their efforts to put over come- 
dy are woefully deficient. No timing 
of laughs. 


Miller-Cohn Tiffing 
Gilbert Miller, directing the first 
Columbia picture here, is not entire- 
ly in accord with Harry Cohn, who 
is also on the lot. Miller never made 
a picture before. Cohn made hun- 
dreds—and they were all profitable. 








No Names at the Pav 
London Pavilion show, week of 
July 24, lacks names, with very little 
entertainment value. Best part of 
bill is a ‘bifbat’ competition. This is 
in the form of a presentation with a 
troupe of six girls bifbatting while 
dancing. 

Entertainment part of presenta- 
tion is provided by a couple of stoo- 
ges, who gross a number of laughs. 
Rest of program is medioere, and 
compares very unfavorably with op- 
position houses. 





GB Takes ‘Magnolia Street’ 
Gaumont-British has acquired the 
film rights to Louis Golding’s ‘Mag- 
nolia Street’ from Charles Cochran, 
It is an unusual procedure over here 
to buy the picture producing privi- 
lege before the play is put on. Coch- 
ran opens the play in November at 
the Opera House, Manchester. 
Cochran produces ‘Nymph Errant’ 
at the same theatre Sept. 11, and a 
new play for Blizabeth Bergner Oct. 
20, also for a Manchester try-out. 





Patsy Ruth Miller, at present in 
Paris, is due to come to London 
shortly to make a British picture. 





Danubia Films Formed 
Danubia Films, Ltd. is the latest 
addition to the numerous concerns 
already active. Norman A, Adams 
is chairman and mannaging director. 
First production is a filmization of 
Margaret Pedlar’s book, ‘House of 
Dreams Come True,’ under the title 
of ‘House of Dreams.’ John Trendell 
is doing the adaptation. Picture will 
be handled by Gaumont-British. 


U. S. Vode Unit’s Poor Biz 

The American vaudeville unit, 
which started its activities some 
nine weeks ago, terminates this 
week. Unit originally comprised 
Count Bernivici, Fred Sanborn, 
Bobby Hanshaw and Deszo Retter, 
with Retter leaving for America 
after a couple of weeks. Of its nine 
weeks the only profitable dates were 
Birmingham, Glasgow and Liver- 
pool. Terrific heat had a lot to do 
with the small grosses. Biggest 
loser was Fred Sanborn, who sacri- 
ficed several regular dates for the 
percentage racket. This week, their 
last, unit is playing Finsbury Park 
Empire, a Moss suburban, which is 
considered a fair house. But with 
the heat still intense, gross will not 
be more than $1,600, which is $800 
for the unit’s share, a loss of about 
$1,000. 
Bernivici will probably go home 
soon, while Sanborn and Henshaw 
will resume their vaudeville* dates 
for General theatres. 





‘Kong’s’ Statistics 

‘King Kong’ finished its run at the 
Coliseum of 14 weeks, grossing just 
under the equivalent of $250,000. 
Frank Tilley, RKO publicist, claims 
for ‘Kong’ the establishment of at 
least three West End talker rec- 
ords: largest number of perform- 





ances, longest summer time run, an 
the greatest amount of money. 
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: Authors’ Code 


By John Wilstach 

Here is an Authors’ Code which 
will never go to Washington to be 
considered under the National In- 
dustrial Recovery Bill. 

1. Authors should be allowed to 
write their own book reviews. Fail- 
ing that they should be allowed one 
dig between the ribs at the books of 
their rivals. 

® No closed season on log-rolling. 
old logs to be replaced by news ones 
from government camps. 

3. Publishers should pay royalties 
when due, instead of the present 
three months’ holdout, after a six 
months’ wait. 

4. Authors should no longer be 
charged for the pleasure of correct- 
ing ‘Printers’ Errors’ under a cost 
item of ‘Author’s Corrections.’ 

5. Publishers’ readers should be 
under bond; 16 of them turned down 
for their bosses “The Lives of a 
Bengal Lancer.’ 

6. Instead of six copies of his opus 
every author should be presented 
with six bottles containing aspirin. 
To be taken during the period of re- 
views and when receiving royalty 
gtatements. 

7. Authors must never be asked by 
publishers’ publicity men, their pet 
hates and joys, or if married, or why 
not? 

8. Mr. Sumner should be encour- 
aged in his vice suppression job. He 
never has suppressed circulation. 

9. James Branch Cabell shouldn't 
be allowed to spare the Branch and 
lop off the James. 

10. Alexander Woollcott should be 
discouraged from discovering and 
re-discovering Dorothy Parker. 

11. George Jean Nathan should 
eease discovering George Jean Na- 
than. 

12. The Guggenheim Foundation 
Prizes should be given for authors 
to study this country, while enabled 
to live in it, instead of being forced 
to spend the dough abroad. 


13. Eugene O’Neil should _ be 
forced to have his photo taken while 
smiling. 


14, There should be a law against 
authors being photographed—even 
by Bob Davis. 

ib. There shouldn’t be the pres- 
ent connection between dieting and 
magazine editors paying on publi- 
cation. 

16. Authors of True Stories should 
be punished by being forced to live 
them. 

17. When film directors leave out 
all of an author’s story purchased 
by the producer, they should leave 
out the author’s name also. Seeing 
it on the screen as the responsible 
party makes him feel like a plagi- 
arist. 

18. Friends should remember that 
an author is interested in his book 
selling, not giving copies away. If 
books do not cost money he doesn’t 
get any. 

19. John Reed Club writers nuts 
about Russia should be forced into 
exile at Moscow. 

20. British lecturers should be 
forced to deposit Women’s Clubs’ 
dough in the U. S. A. Upon sneers 
of contempt at us on return home 
the money will be forfeited. This 
way—tfree lecturers. 





Receivership Averted 


Successfully warding off all efforts 
to have a receiver appointed, Ray 








Long and Richard R. Smith, Inc., 
will continue as a going concern, 
according to the group now in con- 
trol, following the departure of 
Smith. Firm has taken new quar- 
ters, as the first of a number of 
changes contemplated, with the next 
Possibly the removal of the names 
of Long & Smith from the organiza- 
tion’s masthead. 

Claimed by those now operating 
Long & Smith that the company is 
entirely solvent. All arrangements 
With authors still in force, and 
Publication schedules have been ad- 
hered to. 

Working’ staff of Long & Smith is 
all new, the original force having 
oy out in a body when Smith 

ult, 





Seal of Secrecy 

New York Society of Newspaper 
Editors is moving for state law to 
Protect confidences of newspaper 
men against court process, similar 
New Jersey and Maryland 
Statutes. Harold W. Sanford, man- 
aging editor of the Rochester 
mocrat and Chronicle,’ is chair- 
man of committee to investigate 
the feasibility of such a law. Now 
Contacting editors throughout the 
<n for opinions and ideas. Def- 
i action expected at September 

eting of state publishers. 
Other members of committee are 
— R. Gracey, editor of the 
neva ‘Times,’ and Roy C. Waid, 
Managing editor of the Elmira ‘Ad- 





Vertiser.’ 





—S 





‘The News’ Tells ’Em 


New York ‘Daily News,” the tab 
with New York's largest circulaiion 
(1,400,000 daily and 1,775,000 sun. 
days) has been editorially taking 
pride in being the first and, to date, 
the only NRA metropolitan ne ws- 
paper Going against the advise of 
the National Association of News- 
paper Publishers that thetr busines; 
places reporters in the class of ‘pro- 
fessional men,’ and hence exempt 
from the NRA code, the ‘News’ in 
its editorials and in news columns 
evidences its material endorsement 
of the Roosevelt platform by put 
ting into effect a shorter week and 
adding more people The adtition of 
76 delivery wagon-drivers became a 
page 2 news story in one elition of 
the ‘News’ 

In the following editor:al, cap- 
tioned ‘Are Reporters Professional 
Men?’, the regular cartoon eilitoria! 
space was devoted to a repiica of 
the Unemployed of the Press, Inc, 
247 Park avenue, New York, of 
which Irvin S Cobb is henorary 
president The space merviy listed 
the following officers: H L. Prudden, 
president; A. S. Van Benitauysen, v. 
p. and treasurer; R. S. Ament, sec- 
retary; and the following trusieeés, 
Prudden, chairman of the board, 
Van Benthuysen, former treasurer 
of the defunct N. Y. ‘World,’ Ament, 
Hal S. W. Lanigan, managing editor 
of the ‘Morning Telegraph,’ Julian 
S. Mason, editor of the N. Y. ‘Eve. 
Post.’ Director of Relief is Edgar 
Sisson. 

‘News’ editorial, unusual in that 
it takes a laity into a self-trade 
matter, reads: 

There is some disagreement 
on that question in Washington, 
where some newspaper publish- 
ers are asking exemption from 
Gen. Johnson’s NRA _ blanket 
code on the ground that news- 
paper people are professional 
people. They have to do a great 
deal of hard, specialized work, 
it is pleaded,- to get out the 
paper; and therefore these al- 
leged professional people should 
not be granted a forty-hour 
week, but should be kept at 
forty-eight hours or more. 

Reporters themselves _ feel 
otherwise. They don’t deny that 
they are good, but they do feel 
they ought to have a forty-hour 
week. We can’t predict how the 
debate will come out. 

In place of the editorial car- 
toon today, we print a reproduc- 
tion of the letterhead of an or- 
ganization for unemployed news- 
paper men. This group is trying 
to persuade publishers to hire 
experienced unemployed news- 
paper people, of whom there are 


plenty, in preference to other 
applicants. 
Well, before adopting the five- 


day week at The News last Oct- 
ober, we tried to persuade the 
other newspaper publishers of 
the city to take the plunge with 
us. They refused. The reason 
why they refused was that it 
would cost money to fill up the 
gaps caused by the shorter work 
week, 

They were right. It does cost 
money. But that is the object of 
the entire NRA movement—to 
spread work and money around 
to more people than have been 
getting work or money under 
the system now being modified. 

As for the argument that a 
newspaper cannot operate on a 
five-day or forty-hour week, we 
can report that The News has 
found it perfectly practical, 
after a thorough trial lasting 
now for ten months. Managing 
editor, editorial writers, column- 
ists, rewrite men, reporters, 
down to office boys—every one 
in the editorial department is on 
a five-day week. So satisfied are 
we with the five-day week, that 
we have no present thought of 
ever returning to the six-day 
week, even in boom times. 

We think the five-day week 
would work with other papers, 
though it would cost them some 
money ag is intended under the 
NRA blanket code for the 
spreading of work and buying 
power. 

We think, too, that we know 
the reason why some of the 
papers are insisting on the sac- 
red right to keep small boys at 
work for them delivering papers. 
It is the same reason why the 
textile mills, before the NRA 
wiped out child labor in them, 
used to insist on their sacred 
right to hire child labor. The 


reason is that child labor costs 


less. 





‘Anthony Adverse’ ($3.00) ....... 
‘Stranger’s Return’ ($2.00) ....... 
‘Little Man What Now’ ($2.50) .. 


‘Daughter to Philip’ ($2.50) 


‘Arches of the Years’ ($2.75) ..... 


‘House of Exile’ ($3.00) ......... 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) ... 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending Aug. 5, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 





‘All Men Are Enemies’ ($2.50) ........... 
naeae «+e+-By Beatrice Kean Seymour 
“Twenty Years A-Growing’ ($2.50) .... 
Non-Fiction 
‘Marie Antoinette’ ($3.50) ....... 
100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 
k hes Of the Years’ ($2.75) ......--+-eseees By Halliday Sutherland 
Julie Newberry’s Diary ($2.50) By Margaret Ayers Barnes and 


cccccccccsccseesee by Hervey Allen 
coccoccomecoocoeess, bY Phil Stong 
eccccccecccceceess bY Hans Fallada 
..--By Richard Aldington 


++eeeeBy Maurice O'Sullivan 


patiadi vs wen -..+-By Stefan Zweig 


J. A. Fairbank 


THITTITIT TT TTT TTT By Nora Waln 
eccosccceees- BY Walter B. Pitkin 








Newsman Contactee 


A feature of the O’Connell kid- 
napping case which did not make 
any great hit with staff men of New 
York dailies, certain press associa- 
tion men, and reporters on rival 
Albany papers was the fact that 
most of their contacts with Lieu- 
tenant O’Connell’s uncles, Daniel 
and Edward J. O’Connell, Demo- 
cratic bosses of Albany county, 
were made through Leo W. O’Brien, 
political writer for Hearst’s Albany 
‘Times-Union.’ O’Brien, recently 
elected president of the Legislative 
Correspondents’ Association and 
holder of a secretarial position with 
Albany’s Aviation Board Associa- 
tion, acted as official spokesman for 
the O’Connells, particularly for Dan, 
who did a large part of the talking. 
Ed, a lawyer, rarely permitted him- 
self to be quoted on the case. 

It was O’Brien who made the an- 
nouncement of young O’Connell’s 
return on payment of a $40,000 ran- 
som, and it was he who went to the 
Helderberg Mountair. camp of the 
O’Connells to get first-hand details 
of what had transpired from the 
kidnaped lad, after the latter’s 
uncles failed to keep an appoint- 
ment at the ‘Times-Union’s’ office 
for a press fhterview. The story 
was handed by O’Brien to his fel- 
low reporters in statement form. 
O’Brien also acted as spokesman for 
District Attorney John T. Delaney 
on several occasions. Complaints 
voiced by some scribes were not 
against O’Brien personally, but 
against the system of press contact 
followed by the O’Connells. Rival 
Albany dailies finally printed his 
name as that of the official spokes- 
man. O’Brien is close to the 
O’Connells by reason of his position 
on the ‘Times-Union,’ which is con- 
sidered ‘the organization paper.’ 





S&S Back to Am. News 


After selling all their magazines 
through the American News Com- 
pany for about 50 years, six years 
ago Street & Smith, the original 
pulp mag pubs, switched to the in- 
dependent distributors. Beginning 
Sept. 1, Street & Smith return to 
the News Company. 

Along the street, they say that 
for the past six or eight years, the 
News Company has been greatly 
improved. People used to think 
the News Company owned §. & §&., 
or vice versa. This notion was 
knocked out when they broke with 
the News Company in 1925. 

In spite of the severance of busi- 
ness relations, S. & S. and the 
News Company people remained 
friendly. Both companies should 
profit by getting together again. 





Penny Paper 

Announcement is made of a New 
York one-cert daily to be known as 
‘Front Page,’ and be issued by 
Front Page, Inc., with offices at 
1482 Broadway. Not a tabloid in 
size and, according to Meyer Solm- 
son, who will be m.e., it will not be 
either a scandal or a Broadway gos- 
sip sheet. Just news. 
Bide Dudley, Sam Taub and Radie 
Harris will have by-lines. First 
issue to be out about the middle of 
month. 





Capitulates 

Falling for motion pictures after a 
long-standing policy of ignoring 
anything so frivolous, the London 
Sunday ‘Observer’ has sent Alastaire 
Cooke to Hollywood to do a series of 
interviews with film celebs. 

Cooke is concentrating on top 
names and will include two direct- 
ors, Ernst Lubitsch and Rouben 
Mamoulian. Until five years ago, 
the ‘Observer’ never carried a film 
review. 





Pleased Pubs 
Last week, ‘Anthony Adverse’ 
broke all records, selling 8,414 
copies in one day. Farrar & Rine- 





hart are walking on air. 


Hellinger’s Bad Knee 

Mark Hellinger is in the French 
Hospital with a nasty knee wound 
that may keep him there a couple 
months. Mark slipped when get- 
ting off a boat Sunday (30), his 
knee being cut wide open. A few 
days later, it was found necessary 
to operate, 

By remaining quiet, the doctors 
figure, the knee can be healed with- 
in seven weeks, but Hellinger will 
probably have to use a stick for 
six months or so afterward. 





Beats Fiction 


Most startling theme of any book 
now held for publication is that in 
the possession of Dutton and to go 
on the presses shortly. Called ‘Man 
Into Woman,’ it’s the account of the 
actual case of a man whose sex un- 
derwent a gradual change into that 
of a woman, 

Case is that of Lili Elbe, and Elbe 
not an unknown, either, but a 
prominent Danish painter. Elbe, 
born and reached maturity as a 
male, then underwent a physical 
change which ultimately resulted in 
his becoming a woman. A number 
of illustrations to go with the book 
will further testify to the remark- 
able phenomena, 

Elbe case is claimed to be no 
hoax, a number of medical authori- 
ties guaranteeing its genuineness. 
Book was edited by Niels Hayer. 





Stars Herself 


A one-author publishing house— 
and the property of that self-same 
author—is the Uranian Press. Au- 
thor and publisher is’ Iris Vorel, 
whose specialty is astrology. 

Miss Vorel has written and pub- 
lished under the Uranian imprint a 
number of books on astrology. Her 
latest is a work of fiction, ‘Ad 
Astra,’ with astrology figuring im- 
portantly in the story. 





Mac’s Radio Mag 

Macfadden’s is adding a radio 
fan mag to his magazine chain. 
Titled ‘Radio Mirror.’ It’s due out 
in October with a November date 
line. It'll be a monthly on good 
paper along lines of picture fan 
mags. 
Julia Shawell will edit the thing. 
Miss Shawell was radio editor of 
Macfadden’s one time New York 
daily, ‘The Graphic,’ switching 
from that to movie editor and 
critic when Regina Cannon left the 
paper. 


—_— —— 


A Very Short Story 


Brevity writers might re-read the 
following, in one sentence of 25 
words, It appeared in ‘VARIETY’ last 
week under Mexico City Chatter, 
written by Douglas Grahame; Man 
supposedly killed by a high tensioa 
electric wire revived on the autopsy 
table, complained that he was cold, 
got his clothes and went home. 





Revised Version 


Western Union has pulled back 
the collect cable arrangements to 
and from the Phillipines and the 
Hawaiian Islands. Collect cables are 
also possible to and from Central 
and South America, the West Indies, 
Mexico, Japan, China and Australia. 
Elswhere, because of currency 
fluctuation cables, press or other- 
wise, must be prepaid. 





To Welcome Scully 
M. Lincoln (Simon &) Schuster 
and Si Seadler upon hearing that 
Frank (‘VARIETY’) Scully is coming 
from Nice on the §S. S. Rex, sailing 
Aug. 10, are plotting a big league 
Grover Whalen reception with brass 
band and all the trimmings. 
Schuster is rejoining the U. P. 
again in order to chisel a revenue 
cutter pass and Seadler is dittoing 
via his ex-N. Y. ‘American’ connec- 





tion, 


Chester Lord Dead 


Chester S. Lord, perhaps one of 
the most widely known newspaper 
men in the United States and one of 
the few remaining members of the 
old guard, died suddenly at his 
Garden City home Aug. 1. Death was 
due to kidney trouble. 

Aide to Charles A. Dana of the 
New York ‘Sun,’ and later the suc- 
cessor to that leading light of a 
dynasty which included James Gor- 
don Bennett, Horace Creeley and 
Whitelaw Reid, Chester Lord was 
about the last representative of the 
golden days of New York journal- 
ism. He brought the ‘Sun’ well past 
the period of debacle which wiped 
out the individuality if not the titles 
of the other famous sheets but 
Frank A. Munsey finally bought the 
rag and abolished the morning and 
Sunday editions, retaining only the 
evening issue, which still strives to 
carry out the old traditions in the 
new manner. 

Chester Lord trained hundreds of 
newspaper men, and to have served 
under him is still something to brag 
about wherever newswriters gather. 





Kansas Editor Dies 

John S. Cobb, 83, retired Kansas 
editor and publisher, died at Long 
Beach, Cal., Aug. 1. He had re- 
sided in Long Beach since 1920. 
Born in Hadley, Mass., in 1850, 
Mr. Cobb went to Salina, Kan., 
where he was publisher of the Daily 
Union from 1900 to 1910. 





Dell Gets Five 


Dell Pub. Co. announces it has 
taken over from the Clayton Co, 
five mags of the latter concern; 
‘Five Novels,’ ‘Ace High,’ ‘Danger 
Trails,’ ‘Ace High Novels’ and ‘Fly- 
ers.’ The first three have been added 
to the Dell string of four. Group 
now guarantees 550,000 paid circu- 
lation, 





Snooty Biogs 

A sort of companion book to the 
‘Social Register,’ and listing annu- 
ally the American women presented 
to the King and Queen of England 
at the Court of St. James, will make 
its initial appearance around Nov- 
ember. Publisher is the British- 
American Publications Co. : 

The record will be so laid out 
that each succeeding year’s list can 
be added as a supplement. Victor 
Herndon already at work on the 
editorial matter for the first num- 
ber. 





Classics as Premium 

A new idea by which reprints of 
classicai books are to be offered as 
premiums for subscriptions to class 
mags singly and in combination is 
being worked out by George E. 
Manning. He has already tied up 
with a number of mags, including 
‘Review of Reviews’ and ‘Golden 
Book.’ Manning will call his books 
Elite Editions. It’s also the name 
under which he will operate his new 
project. 





Data But No Pics 

What is believed to be one of the 
oddest books ever conceived is now 
being written by Burns M. Kat- 
tenberg of Minneapolis. It’s a his- 
tory of contortion in book form, 

Author thus far has obtained the 
names of 216 different contortionists 
who have appeared in vaudeville 
and circuses. But he reports he’s 
having difficulty in getting pictures 
of the body twisters. 





More Fan Mag 

Another movie fan mag to be 
added to the extended list shortly 
in ‘Movies,’ sponsored by the Ala- 
vania Publishing Co. Although 
quartered with Inspirational Publi- 
cations, which issues ‘Broadway and 
Hollywood Movies,’ denial is made 
of any connection between the two. 
‘Movies’ to be published monthly. 
A. R. Roberts will edit. 





Wait for Clark 
Continued illness of Herbert S. 
Clark has caused a halt in the plans 
of still another undertaking for the 
publication of a number of sexy 
mags, Clark was among those as- 
sociated with the newly-formed 
Broad-French Publishing Co. His 
associates prefer to wait until Clark 
can resume his duties. 





Canadian Censorship 
Canadian booksellers are organ- 
izing to fight the blue law now in 
existence, arguing that the present 
commission is imposing unreason- 
able hardships upon dealers en- 
gaged in the purchase and sale of 
old and rare books. 

Common Law Wives 
According to report, there is a 
trend toward a cleaner type of story 





(Continued on page 51) 
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East 


Ted Wuykoff, arrested for playing 
his violin for charity, told a Brook- 
lyn judge that since vaudeville had 
gone on the rocks it was his only 
income. Judge heard him play a 
couple of selections and suspended 
sentence. 


Boswell sisters, back home, report 
Jimmy Walker is pining for New 
York. Bill Gaxton, on the same 
boat, and irate that England is so 
cold to American acts, 

Frances Upton, of the Joe Cook 
show, having her first novel pub- 
lished. 

‘Wise Men of Chelem’ to be Yid- 
ish Art theatre's first, following a 
brief revival of ‘Yoshe Kalb.’ Due 
about Oct. 10. 

Verna Burke, discharged from 
Weehawken hospital following in- 
juries received at rehearsal, can 
never dance again. Only radio and 
non-dancing stage roles. 

Dave Hutton telling it all in a 
five-minute film short, singing some 
of it. 

Mary Lewis back home with Robt. 
L. Hague, her hubby. Says she 
brought back no new clothes since 
current specie values make it more 
advisable to buy here. 

Dan Healy has one of those be- 
yond-the-12-mile-limit nightly ex- 
cursion showboats, using the old 
steamer Steel Pier, which was on 
the Atlantic City run. 

Paramount hooked to the Hudson 
river day line t pick a girl for 
‘Eight Girls in a Boat.’ Girl selected 
gets to Hollywood and back and 
four weeks at $50. 

John Colton, who took down big 
profits from ‘Rain,’ tells the court 
he is practically bankrupt in an 
affidavit in which he supports his 
claim that Harry H. Oshrin, his 
financial agent, is remiss in remit- 
tances. He alleges that Oshrin told 
him some of the collections were 
invested in the Tinney Estates, a 
suburban development handled by 
Oshrin, and which is now valueless. 
Asked Supreme Court to straighten 
things out. Told Oshrin was an 





-agent rather than atty, and to bring 


suit against him as such. 

Scene painters Local 829 ordered 
by court to show cause why it 
should not be enjoined from inter- 
fering with the production of Earl 
Carroll’s ‘Murder at the Vanities.’ 
Claimed the union has ordered its 
members not to do work for firms 
dealing with Carroll, who owes the 
union money for back work. Con- 
tended that Carroll is only the di- 
rector of the new show. Claimed 
the corporation should not suffer 
because of Carroll’s personal debts. 

Leo Breecher and Rudholm 
Amusement Co., latter operators of 
the Eltinge theatre, enjoined by Su- 
preme Court from hiring non-union 
operators in their houses. Suits 
brought by Projectionists’ Local 306 
which claims contracts covering the 
situation have been violated. Two 
separate suits as the injunctees are 
not related. 

Rehearsals starting for ‘Poor Little 
Thing’ which Shvberts plan to bring 
in with Queenie Smith. 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ play by How- 
ard Lindsay from the novel by Ed- 
ward Hope, turned over to Dwight 
Wiman, who plans early rehearsal. 

Dave Sablosky, formerly of RKO, 
under $6,000 bail in Philadelphia on 
a charge of converting funds of the 
Erlen theatre there to his own use. 
Alleged he failed to make returns on 
fraternal and other benefits. Ac- 
corcing to the plaintiffs, he failed 
to make return on this extra reve- 
nue in a sum exceeding $1,000 and 
also failed to account for thrift 
books. 

Bill Brady’s Playhouse first to fly 
the NRA colors. Broke them out 
Wed. (1) with a brief ceremony. 

Will Morrissey has his ‘Saluta’ in 
rehearsal for Sept, Calls it a satiric 
operetta. 

Patrons now buy beer at the 
Lewisohn stadium concerts. 

Lionel Marks, of Dublin Distil- 
lers Co., over here seeking a mar- 
ket for 2,000,000 gallons of whiskey. 
Says the market has fallen off in 
the home territory. 

Four N. Y. women in Monticello 
fined $1 each for wearing shorts 
that were. Local ordinance pro- 
hibits exposure above the knee. 

Mrs. Frances King found guilty 
of attempting to extort $50,000 from 
Bruce Barton. Jury had to listen 
to a novel she wrote and which 
formed the basis of the charge. 
Gets 5 to 10 years. 

Will of the late Louise Closser 
Hale left $1,000 to Actors’ Equity 
for those unable to work after an 
illness. Eight other charitable be- 
quests. 

Cotton Blossom, Mississippi river 


showboat, may be brought here 
next summer by Capt. McAl- 
lister. Boat is for sale in New Or- 


leans. If he can get it, he'll use it 
along the southern coast this win- 
ter and then on the Hudson. The 
late Percy G. Williams brought one 
to Bergen Beach a quarter century 
ago but never used it. Too hot. 

Theatre Craftsmen formed to pro- 
duce plays by American authors. 
Will contribute portion of receipts 
to Stage Relief Fund. 

Loew’s issues a comparative 
statement of earnings for the 40- 
week period ending June 8, 1933. 
Shows a net of $2,583,527, after 
depreciation and taxes, equivalent 
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to $1.11% on the common stock for 
period. Off from the 40 weeks end- 
ing June 3, 1932, but still nicely in 
the black. 

Rachel Crothers’ new play, ‘Tal- 
ent,’ gets a tryout at the Cape 
Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., Sept. 4. 
‘Ladies Meet’ was a tryout there 
last year, 

Clarence Derwent quits London 
production of ‘Christopher Bean.’ 
Will go to Germany and Denmark 
before coming home. 

Rye up $20 a case and $16 a gal- 
lon for alky predicted as bootleg- 
gers get behinc the NRA code. 
Figure with wages up clients can 
pay more. 

Jacob Shapiro gets the former 
Earl Carroll theatre and building 
on a foreclosure instituted by him- 
self. Property taken, subject to 
Shapiro’s mechanic's lien for $117,- 
667 and costs.of $609, on a $50 bid. 
Al Woods says he might produce 
some plays if he could find any 
name actors who are not under Hol- 
lywood contracts. He's got Paul 
Muni. 

Balcony around the swimming 
pool at Steeplechase Park, Coney 
Island, collapsed Tuesday (1) when 
a fight started. Police arrested 
eight persons for disorderly con- 
duct, but they were later given 
suspended sentences. Fall injured 
57 persons, one of whom died the 
following day. 

Lew Brown, George White and 
the Dove of Peace dined together 
last week. End of a long feud. 

Ray Henderson to produce two 
musicals this season on his own. 
He'll do ‘Mother of Pearl,’ which 
has scored in London and Berlin, 
with new tunes. The other is still 
in the air. Arch Selwyn in on the 
pair. 

Sun set fire to Brooklyn bridge 
Tuesday. Creosoted wood blocks 
blazed up under the intense heat. 
Operating under an old law which 
gives half the $2,000 fine to the 
informer, a Verona, N. J., man is 
suing the Skouras Theatres Corp., 
alleging that on four specified dates 
they conducted lotteries at the 
Terminal theatre, Newark, with 
trips to Atlantic City and the 
World’s Fair as prizes. 

Selma Segal, of Newark, gets a 
contract to sing at the Scala, 
Milan, this season. 

Paul Muni to star in ‘The Red 
Cat’ for Al .Woods, after turning 
down other offers. 

Franko Goldman, band leader, 
gets the cross of the Crown of Italy 
for his efforts in promoting Italian 
music. Presentation made at a spe- 
cial concert in Central Park Wed- 
nesday (2). 

Paramount Publix bondholders 
warned to file proofs of claims be- 
fore Sept. 14. Only $8,000,000 of the 
$32,000,000 issue yet registered. 

Dr. Walter P. MacGibbon, elderly 
physician, badly beaten Thursday 
night, died in Flower hospital. His 
daughter, known on the stage as 
Harriett MacGibbon, called to his 
bedside from her summer home. 

Al Woods angling for Diana 
Wynward to play opposite Paul 
Muni in ‘The Red Cat.’ 

Anna Seymour, James Barton, 
Fifi Dorsey and Tommy Mack en- 
gaged for the miniature version of 
‘Strike Me Pink,’ which Elmer 
Brown is readying for picture 
houses, 

Elizabeth Miele will make ‘Come 
Easy’ her ffirst fall production 
opening Aug. 28. Five of the 
Summit tryout cast are retained, 
including Claire Carleton. 

York and King have bought a lot 
of material from Charles Cochran 
for use on this side. 

Brocklyn Paramount to open on 
Aug. 25. 

Moss Hart chartered a table in 
an air-cooled restaurant during the 
hot wave and did all his work 
there. 

Paul Whiteman led the combined 
Philharmonic and his own orch. 
at the Lewisshon Stadium Friday 
to big applause. 

Arthur J. Beckhard now has ‘The 
Rats of Norway,’ which Guthrie 
McClintic dropped. Blanche Yurka 
considered for the lead. 

Benjamin Berk, g.m., of the Atlas 
Studio, Long Island City, pleaded 
guilty Friday (4) to operating the 
studio without a license from the 
fire dept. Sentence on Aug. 15. 
Fire dept. has 27 violations record- 
ed against the plant and is making 
daily inspections to see the place 
is not used. 

Owen Davis says ‘Jezebel’ is the 
only play he intends writing this 
season, Tried out at Skowhegan. 

Nita Naldi, ex-screen, gets a job 
in Bill Brady’s ‘Party.’ 

Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn, to take a cruise up the 
Hudson, Aug. 23. 

Sig Spaeth, Sherlock Holmes of 
music, added to Radio City Music 
Hall staff. 

New York premier of ‘The Power 
and the Glory,’ Fox film, delayed 
by the strike. Print will not ar- 








News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritien from a daily paper. 


Lhis $444 ti49 bot4t $44 Peto Bt ft ret 


(9) and will be shown next 
week (16). 

Broadway Assn. peeved at the 
stress laid on the recent hot wave. 
Says it’s bad for business. 

Chemical Bank initiates fore- 
closure against RKO. Bank is 
trustee for the gold debenture is- 
sue. Claims failure to make good 
on notes, 

Blanche Bow, nite club singer and 
Edw. O’Rourke, vaude tenor, di- 
vorced. Miss Bow did not con- 
test the suit. 

Isabel Leighton, author and play- 
wright, heads women’s division of 
the NRA in N. Y. 

Provincetown Players will open 
N. Y. season Sept. 11 with ‘The 
Mountain.’ Change of bill every 
fortnight. , 
Jeannie Goldstein has taken ‘The 
Nayder’ for her Prospect theatre, 
Bronx. A first play by Herman 
Lieberman of ‘Forward.’ 

Harmon & Ullman will do two 
productions this season. ‘Crisis’ and 
‘Waltz in Fire.’ ‘Crisis’ will be in 
collaboration with the Group Piay- 


Zane Crey, author, has returned 
to his Altadena home after a pic ex- 


pedition of fishing activities in Ta- 
hiti and New Zealand, 


Lowell Sherman, actor, has filed 
suit against Helen Costello, his for- 
mer wife, to compel her to indorse a 
U. S. income tax refund check for 
$490.43 in his favor. 

Alice White, actress, is alleged to 
have neglected to pay a clothing 
bill of $89.50 and to have issued a 
check which was protested, in a suit 
filed in Los Angeles municipal court 
by a New York firm. 

Cruising for enjoyment, the John 
Barrymores in their yacht, have ar- 
rived at Ketchikan, Alaska, on their 
second trip to the north country in 
two years. 

Gus Sonnenberg, wrestler, despite 
negative reports is going to Reno, 
Nev., to aid his wife, Judith Allen, 
actress, in obtaining a divorce. 
Long distance divorce, whereby 
residents of foreign countries may 
obtain decrees without leaving their 
own countries, went into effect in 
Chihuahua, Mex., with Juarez as the 
main base of operations. 

Marina G. Pierce, dancer, and Earl 
B. Pierce, her husband, each charged 
the other with jealousy in divorce 
and cross-complaint suits filed in 
the LA superior court. 

Ernest Torrence, Jr., son of the 
late pic actor, has been sued for di- 
vorce by Mrs. Liliore Green Tor- 
rence in the LA superior court. 

Earlene Heath of Los Angeles won 
the annual Ocean Park bathing girl 
beauty contest. 

Charging non-support, Caryl 
Lincoln, actress, has filed suit in the 
LA superior court fer divorce from 
George Barr Brown, former studio 
publicity head. 

Reduction of $7,750 in the assessed 
valuation of the Chaplin Studios, 
Inc., has been granted by the LA 
county board of supervisors. 

Engagement of Dorothy Poynton, 
Olympic diving champ, to Nelson L. 
Hill, Hollywood clubman, has been 
announced in Los Angeles. 

William A. Prole, of San Fran- 
cisco, is going to Washington, D. C., 
to submit evidence to the Library 
of Congress that his broadcast be- 
tween Los Angeles and Point Loma 
on Dec. 21, 1912, makes him the 
‘Daddy of Radio.’ 

A charge that Sylvia Sidney had 
violated the tradition of acting by 
abandoning a part before its com- 
pletion was hurled at the actress by 
Paramount after she left ‘Way to 
Love’ because of reputed sickness. 
Studio believes the actress is suffi- 
ciently healthy to complete the pic. 

John Considine, Jr., associate 
producer at Metro and husband of 
Carmen Pantages, has left the 
Santa Monica hospital where he 
was treated for facial and body 
bruises which were reported to 
have been received at a ‘kid’ party 
in the home of Constance Tal- 
madge, 

With three sisters sharing equally 
in the $45,000 estate, the will of the 
late John Grey, film writer, was ad- 
mitted to probate in the Los An- 
geles Superior court. Grey was 
also known as John Jeseph Ryan. 

Lady, a Belgian police dog, has 
been credited with saving $250,000 
worth of musical instruments from 
burning at the Hollywood Bowl. 
Barking vociferously she aroused 
the attention of a watchman who 


ers. 








turned in an alarm, 
Charging cruelty, Mrs. Rachel 
Ward Cartan, wife of F. Nash 


Cartan, an official of the Brown 
Derby corp., in Hollywood, has filed 
suit for divorce, 

Henry Lehrman, picture director, 
has filed a voluntary petition in 
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sonalities as his creditors. 


Pending negotiations for a prop- 
erty settlement, which attorneys are 
making out of court, hearing on the 
plea of Mrs. Lyrtlee Lee Hardy for 
$1,400 monthly alimony from her 
husband, Oliver Hardy, comedian, 
has been continued indefinitely in 
the L. A. Superior court. 


Alleging their faces and figures 
were filmed at a benefit show with- 
out their permission, and later ‘ex- 
posed to ridicule’ through remarks 
inserted in the pic, four Los Angeles 
girls have filed suit in L. A. Su- 
perior court seeking $600,000 in al- 
leged damages from Louis Lewyn 
and Paramount, 


Monte Warner has resigned as 
manager of the Writers’ club fol- 
lowing a reported argument with 
the club board of governors over 
policy. 


Whether Lewis Stone, actor, and 
Freddie Fralick, his agent, must re- 
linquish control of a Hollywood 
bungalow which they leased for 99 
years and pay $30,900 in alleged 
back rentals is being studied by an 
L. A. Superior court judge. 


At a sanity hearing in L. A., 
Robert Halliday, aviation mechanic, 
who assertedly started a false re- 
port that ‘Pretty Boy’ Floyd, Okla- 
homa outlaw, was planning to kid- 
nap the daughter of Richard Bar- 
thelmess, screen actor, was adjudged 
— and freed on promise to leave 
own, 


Asserting she is going to permit 
David Hutton, her husband, to ob- 
tain a divorce by default, Aimee 
Semple McPherson Hutton, has de- 
nied she is going in vaude. In her 
first Angeles Temple lecture after 
her European sojourn she dropped 
the ‘Hutton’ from her name, and 
10,000 followers in the temple ap- 
plauded. 


Adjudged in contempt of court 
for failure to keep up alimony pay- 
ments, Henry R. Halstead, orches- 
tra leader, was sentenced to three 
days in jail here. 

Victoria Vinton, actress, awarded 
$5,000 damages against Sam Gold- 
berg, theatre manager, for display- 
ing her picture in scanty attire in 
front of a house without her con- 
sent, has gone to court again in an 
attempt to collect the damages. 

In order to clear the records, 
Wallace Beery, screen star, has filed 
in L. A. Probate court a complete 
accounting of the fund of $10,000 in 
life insurance left by John A. Ros- 
coe, actor-director, who died early 
this year. 

First permits under the new Cali- 
fornia horse racing bill have gone 
to San Joaquin county fair at 
Stockton, California state fair at 
Sacramento, and the L. A. county 
fair at Pomona. 

Adolphe Menjou, screen star, has 
agreed to pay his wife, Kathryn 
Carver, $5,000 in complete settle- 
ment of all claims made by her ina 
divorce action. He will not contest 
the case. 

Defended by her attorney-hus- 
band, Mrs. Jay Chotiner, known on 
the screen as Nancy Nash, was tried 
in the Van Nuys municipal court on 
a charge of slapping a policeman 
following an auto wreck. Decision 
withheld. 

Jesse L. Lasky has filed a petition 
in U. S. District court at L. A. ask- 
ing for an extension of time in 
which to meet debts of $2,020,024. 
Action was taken under authority 
of a recently enacted amendment to 
the bankruptcy law. 

Nancy Nash, actress, fined $50 in 
Municipal court after she allegedly 
drove her auto into a Van Nuys, 
Calif., police car. 

Testifying in L. A. Superior court 
that her husband indulged in fits of 
anger, Dorothy Lyle, dancer, won a 
divorce decree from Albert Gordon 


Mid-West 


Sally Rand was arrested four 
times backstage of the Chicago the- 
atre for doing a fan-dance in the 
nude. About to be arrested a fifth 
time, a halt was called. Bond was 
put up by her attorneys each time 
arrested, and back she went to do 
her show. 

Peggy Joyce at the Michael Reese 
hospital with a severe case of ton- 








silitis; rushed to the hospital from | 


the Palace. She's due on the coast 
within a couple days to start a new 
picture, 

Three spectators were hurt when 
a small automobile, driven at great 
speed around the inside walls of the 
Lion motordrome at the world’s fair 
lost a front wheel and swerved up 
to the top rim lined with customers. 
Car then crashed to the bottom with 
Marjorie Kemp, driver, and a lion 
that was a passenger. Neither Miss 
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(Continued from page 6) 


Because he could tickle the ivorieg 
in a mean way , Gene Raymond hag 
replaced Joel McCrea ag the lead 
opposite Delores Del Rio in RKO's 
‘ o.’ 


Buster Crabbe borrowed from 
Paramount, Mary Carlisle from 
Metro and Florence Lake from 


Radio, go into Monogram's ‘Sweet. 
heart of Sigma Chi,’ which started 
Monday (7) with Ed Marin meg. 
ging. 

Two days of retakes on Metro's 
‘Turn Back the Clock’ awaiting 
Lee Tracy who is ill with laryn- 
gitis. 

Sidney Sutherland will write an 
original newspaper story titled ‘Hi 
Nellie’ for Warners. Robert Pres- 
nell will produce. 

Glenda Farrell 
MacMahon in Warner's ‘Havana 
Widows.’ Miss MacMahon pulled to 
go into ‘Convention City.’ 

Next Slim Summerville and Zasu 
Pitts feature for Universal will be 
written around the gay nineties, 
Eddie Buzzell will direct, 

Irene Bentley, New York socialite, 
gets the femme lead in Fox’s horse 
opera ‘Smoky.’ 

Claude Binyon and Frank Butler 
penciled in to adapt and dialog 
‘Murder in the Vanities,’ Earl Car- 
roll’s play, for fall production as a 
picture by Par. Pauline Easterday, 
entrant in Par’s Search for Beauty 
Contest in So. California district, 
engaged by studio for ‘Cradle Song.’ 

‘Fifty Years from Now’ off again 
at Par. Studio insists on 50 years 
hence, as changing only slightly 
from the present. Writers who 
have worked on the several adapta- 
tions have different ideas. 

Waldemar Young, returning from 
a six months tour of the Orient, as- 
signed to adapt ‘Lives of a Bengal 
Lancer’ with Achmed Abdullah at 
Par. 

Delmar Daves and Grant Lean- 
house are at Paramount to write a 
story around the title, ‘No Man's 
Woman,’ for Charles R. Rogers. 

Lincoln Steadman and Cleve 
Moore, who operate a bike rentery 
at the Ambassador hotel, were made 
defendants in a $5,180 damage suit 
by Amelia Banks, who asserts a 
minor on one of their bikes ran into 
her. 

Harry Delmar, producer of shorts 
for Pathe several years ago, is back 
on the coast on a new shorts deal, 
Proposition handled by Ralph Far- 
num. 


42d St’s. Beer Garden 


A beer garden spotted on the site 
of the former Belmont hotel, across 
42d street from Grand Central 
station will have a bar 150 feet 
long, the largest in New York, 
Hotel was razed two years ago but 
rebuilding plans were set back in- 
definitely. Steel skeleton remains 
to the street level. Upon that a 
one-story brick structure is being 
thrown. 

Wet spot will also have an open 
air garden. It is expected to open 
next week. Leasing arrangement 
calls for no rent, the estate which 
owns the property participating in 
percentage of the gross. 
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‘MAMA LOVES PAPA’ 
Charlie Ruggles—Mary Boland 


Vaudeville: Hal LeRoy 
Pickens Sisters, Geerge Givot 
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Screen — Ana 
Harding, Robert's 
Monteomery in “WHEN LA 
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Others. Starts Friday Clark 
Jean Harlow—‘‘Hold Your Maa. 











Kemp nor the animal were hurt. 

















*s 24 Ah 


n= 


oe so l0UlU OCR OE 


1933 
—= 


t 


6) 


© ivorieg 
20nd hag 
the lead 
n RKO'’g 


dd from 
le from 
ce from 
‘Sweet- 
| started 
in meg. 


Metro's 
awaiting 
h laryn- 


write an 
itled ‘Hi 
rt Pres- 


Ailene 
‘Havana 
pulled to 


nd Zasu 
will be 
nineties, 


socialite, 
’'s horse 


< Butler 
| dialog 
arl Car- 
ion as &@ 
sterday, 
' Beauty 
district, 
le Song.’ 
ff again 
50 years 
slightly 
rs who 
adapta. 


ng from 
ient, as- 
. Bengal 
ullah at 


t Lean- 
write a 
0 Man's 
gers. 

| Cleve 
rentery 
re made 
age suit 
sserts a 
ran into 


of shorts 
is back 
rts deal, 
ph Far- 


rden 


the site 
1, across 
Central 
150 feet 
w York, 
ago but 
pack ine 
remains 
that a 
is being 


an open 
to open 
ngement 
e which 
ating in 





| 


~- 

= 

$3) 
= 3 


| 















i irene 
“Pri¥- 
Attrae- 
Mont- 
ne Pur- 
en with 
Another 
, Marie 
Wallace 




















Tuesday, August 8, 1933 





TIMES SQ@QUWARE 


VARIETY 51 











— 


Literati 








(Continued from page 49) 


ghan has prevailed the past few 
, but not all publishers seem 

be of the same opinion. ‘Un- 
ed Life,’ by A. L. Furman, is a 
éiscussion of common-law mar- 
riages with a pair of clinical cases 
and a side excursion, very frankly 
ar earlier Furman novels, the 
characters are chiefly medical peo- 
ple, with the hospital atmosphere 
gupposed to help. Good for the 
rental libraries, but scarcely litera- 


ture. 





London Daily Claims Record 


London ‘Daily Herald’ recently 
paid for space in the American 
dailies to advertise an auditor's 
certificate of the ‘first certified net 
gale to exceed 2,000,000’ circulation 

London paper claims it as a new 
world record in three years. 





California Cheer 


Sara Bard Field was presented 
with first prize for her book, ‘Ba- 
rabbas, by the Commonwealth 
Club of America,’ a society which 
devotes itself exclusively to the en- 
couragement of books by California 
authors. 





On the Job 

The most unique bookstore of its 
kind in the world, is located in 
Japan. It makes the boast that 
every single book published—non- 
fiction as well as fiction, is avail- 
able within two months of publica- 
tion and kept in stock thereafter. 
What a country! 





Place Aux Dames 


Beth Brown's novel, ‘For Men 
Only,’ is appearing in the French 
edition under the title of ‘Passion— 
For Men Only.” Why—for mea 
enly? 





Chatter 


Anne Austin has so!d the British 
serial rights to her novel, ‘Wicked 
Woman,’ to ‘British Weekly.” Book 
will be out in the United States this 
fall. 

Felix Doubleday has sailed for a 
look-in on the foreign publishing 
situation. 


Geoffrey Harwood, who is com- 
ing along-as a novelist, got his 
scribbling training writing comedy 
picture slorts for Christie. 

Paul Horgan got the Harper 
prize novel award of $7,500 for his 
‘The Fault of Angels’ on his 30th 
birthday. 


Eugene Reynal back from abroad | 


and setting himself for a busy sea- 
son for his newly-acquired Blue 
Ribbon Books. 

R. H. Wilenski, the art critic, has 
turned bicgger with a study of 
Ruskin. Stokes gets it. 

Tiffany “hayer fair to his two 
publishers, Kendall and Morrow, 
and has given each of them a new 
book. Morrow will publish its 
Thayer book before Kendall, how- 
ever. 

Derrick Leon, the English scrib- 
Dler, whose first novel, ‘Living- 
stones,’ has come over to this side 
highly recommended, is only 24. 

Channing Pollock’s first novel, 
‘Star Magic,’ will be brought out by 
Farrar & Rinehart late this month. 

Anthony Wynne, whose new 
book, ‘Death Out of the Night,’ has 
just been published, is really Rob- 
ert McNair Wilson. 

Pearl S. Buck’s next will be a 
translation c.f a Chinese classic, to 
be known as ‘All Men Are Eroth- 
ers.’ Book is rather well known in 
China, having been published a 
couple of hundred years ago. 

Bernard Sobel, with two books 
Published, rates attendance at 
every literary party in town. 


Berta Ruck has done a theatrical | years experience takes care of the! 


Study in ‘Understudy.’ 
October, 
Dutton announces 


Coming in 


‘Mrs. Barry,’ 


story of careers, cocktails and 
kitchenless apartments. Miss Stra- 
bel writes advertising copy for a 
well-known department store. 
Bookselling is practically off in 
England. If your book isn’t taken 
up by the circulating libraries, you 
might as well go in for marriage. 


Legit Code Hearing 


(Continued from page 45) 


of ‘courtesy passes’ exchangeable 
for tickets with the payment of 55c. 
and 85c., alluded to as the ‘throw- 
away system.’ Such revivals have 
been classed as stock companies, 
permitting less cost operation from 
an actors and labor standpoint. 
Other managers say the system is 
an unfair practice, pretending to sel! 
$3 ticket for a fraction of the b. o. 
price, also that such shows may find 
different playgoers paying two or 
three different prices for the same 
locations. The throwaways do not 
even mention a service charge is 
required, the sirps being regarded 
a3 come-ons. However, the revival 
merchants contend they have devel- 
oped a new type of audience. 


ABA’s Complaint 


Actors’ Betterment Association 
will protest the actors minimum of 
from $40 to $50 weekly (according 
to box office scale) on the grounds 
that its own adopted minimum 
would ensure the actor not less 
than $10 daily, also objecting to 
other angles of the legit code. 

The three factions of press agents 
are veering around towards agree- 
ent, to effect that all be represented 
at the hearing by one individual, 
that probably applying to the emer- 
gency committee. But the group will 
not lose their identity, according to 
the present situation. Same applies 
to the Theatre League in relation to 
the National Association of the 
Legitimate Theatre, which will take 








in legit houses throughout the 
country. 
Incorporation papers for the 


NALT were signed last week. Con- 
stitution and bylaws have been 
drawn up and were digested at an- 
other meeting held at the League 
offices Monday (7). It was hoped 
that the NALT would be in actual 
existence prior to the code hearing 
in Washington. 

That a separate provision for 
stock companies would be written 
into the code was indicated when 
stock interests got together and 
formed the National Dramatic Stock 
Association. Understood Equity 
agreed, after talking the situation 
over, that the minimum salaries set 
for regular legit attractions should 
not apply to stock and repertory 
shows. Stock is classified as being 
a resident company with at least six 
permanent cast members; with the 
bill changed not more than twice 
weekly. Repertory is a traveling or- 
ganization which may change bills 
nightly. 


Want $25 Minimum 


Little difference in either class of 
attraction, with both claiming that 
the legit code’s minimums are too | 
high for both. Stock and reps claim | 
the minimum for their field should 
be $25 weekly for actors. Neither 
figures in the code discussions. A 
separate code would be unlikely. 
Stock and rep people protest against 
the ‘throwaway’ idea in pass and 
ticket distribution, saying that, too, 
should not be put on the same basiz 
as a regularly presented legit shows, 
despite the fact that stock compan- 


PEACOCK LOBBY 


Theatres for Femme Showoffs—No 
Place Else But Oregon 








Portland, Ore., Aug. 7. 

J. J. Parker, town’s leading ex- 
hibitor, figures nite dog races right 
downtown are here to stay, and 
show biz will have to meet the com- 
petish with a new wrinkle. He also 
figures that femme amusement pa- 
trons all have a yen to parade pub- 
licly, exhibiting their near-Paris 
frills. 

Dark picture auditoriums don’t 
provide for that break, near to the 
femme heart. But practically un- 
used theatre lobbies and mezzanines 
do. So Parker plans to promote 
lobby shows and mezzanine parad- 
ing grounds for the gals, soe that 
‘going to the show’ will also mean 
going to show themselves. 

For years local merchants have 
complained abowt lack of femme 
parading places at night, attributing 
sluggish gown sales thereto. Park- 
er’s latest wrinkle will put the 
showman in as the merchants’ pal. 


ACE HUDKINS SERIOUS, 
WOUNDED IN QUARREL 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Ace Hudkins, prizefighter, known 
as ‘Nebraska Wildcat,’ is in a criti- 
cal condition at the Windsor hos- 
pital, Glendale, Calif., as a result of 
gunshot wounds received early Sun- 
day (6) during a quarrel in a local 
beer parior in the film exchange 
building. 

Police report Hudkins was struck 
twice in the chest by bullets fired 
by Dick Harris, manager of the so- 
loon, 

Doctor reported today Hudkins in 
such a weakened condition it is im- 
possible to operate immediately for 
removal of the bullets. His condi- 
tion took a turn for the worse after 
a hemorrhage, 

Harris was booked on suspicion 
of assault with deadly weapon. 


SWASTIKA EMBLEM iS 
TAKEN OUT OR HIDDEN 


Sensitiveness to anything smack- 
ing of the Hitler regime forced the 
Kingsbury beer people to take the 
swastika symbol off their beer label, 
after explaining that the emblem is 
a legendary Indian symbol of good 
luck. The late Larry Fay believed 
in the crooked cross for the same 
reason when decorating his fleet of 
El Fay taxicabs in New York with 
the swastika. 

The Hotel Astor’s grill in New 

York covered up the swastika inlay 
in the floor designs. That had been 
there unnoticed for years, long be- 
fore the symbol became associated 
with the Nazis. 
Up at Saratoga for this August 
racing season the press passes are 
decorated with a swastika within a 
circle. There was some comment 
on it and the racing association au- 
thorities explained that it was 
merely an arbitrary indicator to 
prevent forgery of phoney passes. 

















Entire Floor Show Walks | 
Out of L. I. Roadhouse 


When Ramon and Rosita netmeg! 
out of the El Patio roadhouse at 
Valley Stream on the Merrick road, 
Long Island, Saturday night (5) the 
entire show, including Arthur | 
Brown, the mc., Charley Eckel’s} 
band, Frances Maddux, Rhys and 
Owen and Tamara also scrammed. | 





ies staging revivals are spotted in 
Broadway theatres. 
As stock attracts new and younger | 





| 
' 


i 
i 
i 
| 


by Frederick Niven, a London Book | 


Society selection. 


Komroff’s new novel out in Oc- | 


tober is ‘I, the Tiger.’ Komroff 
Wants to sell it to pictures. The 
Question ; onfinc , “Site . : 
e+ am is wh » will play the role 

‘e<f how that Chaney is no 
more? 

Ton west 

t Martha Ostensc rn, remembered 
— her “Wild Geese,’ ha ritten 

& e . - . . 

‘F own childhood into her new 
Ypus ‘There's Always Another 
Year,’ 

? 
goose Mead announces Elizabeth 
ayne's Ney book The WI Be- 
loved’ Slated for Sentercher 

Comin-s ee 
Ww ements, sm August 32 ‘eroart 

Orr r ; — 

“iliac! e a Slerstis 


’ 
| peop.ise 


players it would seem that the §25 | 
minimum for actors of less than two! 


j 
i 
situation, but the stock and rep 
think otherwise. They s2y 
they are sometimes forced to play | 


co-operatively in order to exist. | 





From New Fast Divorces 
Mexico City, Au 7, 


Mutual consent divorces are 
‘ 


" 


| ‘ "| “aha ata + 
able in Chihuana state i 


Was paid Oi. 


Mexico Anticipates 100G | 


Ramon had been in on the place 


|for the entertainment and co-man- 


agement with Charlies Pepi, the 
ground owner. Previously Tony | 
Shayne in an injunctive suit to re- j 


strain R&R from walking let out. | ten of Mt. Vernon. O. 


It resulted in Shayne severing con- ! 


| nections and Ramon and Rosita de- 
| ciding to stay on under new terme 


Subsequently, differences in ideas 
over management, etc, prompted! 
ithe walkout, although everybody 


17 oe 
The same nigh Saturday) Kath- 
ryn Parsons, wife 
editor of the N. Y. 


pr 
debuted on the rcadhousze floor. | 


MARRIAGES 
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cat Mirror 
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|days, under the new state divorce of vaude to Les Reis of the racin 
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I'm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 





SAX PLAYER PAYING OFF 


Murray Hirschberg Foolishly Gave 
A Forwarding Address 








Saxophonist Murray Hirschberg’s 
peccadillos got him into a matri- 
monial action with his common-law 
wife. Mrs. Dorothy Hirschberg, as a 
result, is also suing Mrs. Genevieve 
Rue, Orange, N. J. matron for $50,- 
000 alienation of affections. Hirsch- 
berg was formerly in Emil Cole- 
man’s orchestra but Is regularly 
with Burt Hirsch’s combo playing 
at Hall’s Inn, Centreport, L. L 

Hirschberg’s engagement with 
Coleman in Florida last winter pre- 
cipitated his matrimonial troubles 
for he left a forwarding address. In 
that wise Mrs. Rue’s two letters 
reached the sax player’s spouse and 
caused the suit for separate main. 
tenance. Mrs. Hirschberg last week 
was awarded $18 weekly alimony 
and $100 counsel fees. 

Meantime Mrs. Rue’s husband 
who is in the paper pulp business, is 
financing the defense of his wife's 
alienation suit. 

Mrs. Hirschberg, an _  ex-lady 
drummer, met the saxophonist some 
seven years ago. The wife is being 
represented by Richard J. Mackey. 


NEW DEAL MEANS NEW 
FRONT ON BROADWAY 


New Deal is being interpreted by 
Broadway as meaning ‘New Front’. 
Lot of the eateries are going Old 
English. Even Mother Childs has 
taken to bricks and a bar in place 
of the staid white entrance. Two 
places next door took the initiative 
before pancake home metamor- 
phosed everything except the food. 

In the Paramount cellar Childs 
has gone hybrid. In the evenings 
it’s the queerest policy on the stem, 
half of the floor space being roped 
off for dancing to the accompani- 
ment of an unknown Ohio orches- 
tra. Dancers sit at tables with linen 
and flowers while those outside the 
ropes continue to eat off the bare 
board. 

Lun@éh bar places up and down 

the line are credited with giving 
the street impetus for change of 
dress dr paint. Some of the places 
resemble Hollywood sets, and are 
about as fragile. 
One place which had a good sale 
of near-beer during greater prohi- 
bition now has spreaf@ tables over 
three floors. Third is a strictly 
night-clubby spot, with waiters 
costumed as yachtsmen, and prices 
about the same. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(Continued from page 44) 


Canvas caught fire from the flares 
and the tent was half burned before 

















' az 


the rain wet the fabric down. Panic 
in the audience and scores were in- 
jured but no one was killed. Those 
who escaped on one side of the tent 
fell into a five foot trench over- 
grown with briars. 





Dale Stevens’ circus was to quit 
Boston for Erooklyn. John D. Hop- 
kins hired the Boston spot for a 
vaude show. Then had a house in 
Providence, but later became an 
important figure in Chicago amuse- 
ments. 





Evans, a favorite rough 
took a benefit in her home 
Citizens not 


Lizzie 
sou bret, 


only bought all the seats but gave 


her a 


watch and chain. i 





Coney Island had a spectacle, | 


Bombardment of Alexandria,’ which 
as the firet Paine’s freworks show 
Later a regular feezture zt Manheat- 


a rt > or along the sand 
aul . sSURBe wie S254. 
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DURING JACK OSTERMAN’'S 
VACATION THIS WEEK AT 
LOEW'S STATE HIS COLUMN 
WILL BE CONDUCTED BY JACK 
OSTERMAN. 

Report 
One presumes that the reason 
that columnist took it on the chin 
was because Jolson wanted to see 
how someone else looked on one 
knee. 

Suggestion 

A w. k. songwriter was getting 

some new constumes made for his 
old medley which is the punch of his 
offering. An onlooker suggested he 
get some old costumes for a new 
medley. 

Observation 

Jimmy and Amy Mollison are not 

the only ones who flopped in Bridge- 
port. We ought to know. 


Fan Mail 


‘Girl Clings to Raft for 18 Hours’ 
—News Item. 

A fannette wrote George if it was 
a contest, she would like to get into 
it. 

Ain't It the Truth? 

Lots of people that used to re- 
hearse in Bryant hall are now re- 
hearsing in Bryant park. 


She's In Again 
And Gracie Allen insists it’s not 
the heat, it’s the stupidity in the air. 


Punishment 
Milton Berle had an argument 
with his mother in Chicago, sc. she 
sat behind a post during two of his 
performances. 
Okay America 


Now that Lew Brown and George 
White have made up, the country 
can go back to normalcy. We knew 
all along that Roosevelt was the 
man for them, and we are happy 
that this combination of colors have 
reunited. 

Ostermania 


There've been so many receptions 
to fliers in the past two weeks it 
would be a pleasure to greet some- 
one who drove in from California 
+++-Just to break the monot.... 
Anyway it’s one angle of getting rid 
of ticker tape....it’s a cinch the 
stocks don't do it any good....and 
it gives a foreigner a quick idea of 
what condition we are in before he 
even reaches 42d St....When Theo- 
dore Drieser writes a picture he 
makes it his business to eventually 
kill everyone in it but the director 
and cameraman....and don’t you 
love people who slap you on the 
back when you're sunburned, but 
won't even shake hands with you 
when you’re normal....ARE YOU 
READING? 


GIRL DANCER ASKED 
FOR JAIL—AND GOT IT 


London, Canada, Aug. 7. 

Zara “Boots” Saint Le Malore, 
22-year-old auburn-haired former 
professional dancer of Montreal, was 
sentenced to a term of not less 
than three months and not more 
than one year in the Home of the 
Good Shepherd, Toronto. 

Bhe was arrested at her own re- 
quest on the steps of a local police 
station a week ago and begged to 
be sent to jail for at least two years 
"because she was tired of the way 
she was living.’ 

Booked as a vyagrant, she later 
asked to be given her freedom. 
About two weeks ago the girl was 
found unconscious on the beach at 
Port Stanley, suffering from sun- 
burn. Ehe was given hospital 
treatrnent and then discharged. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. 2an@ Mrs. Ned Tollinger in 
fan Franeisco, Aug. 3, son. PFather 
is of John and Ned, of NEC, Frisco. 

Mr. and Mre. Jules De<Vorzon, 
the Hunts Point Hos- 
pital, N. Y. C., son. Father is the 
former soloist with the Fudy Valice 
of his 
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Broadway 





Louis Cline has gone public rela- 
tions counsel. 

Florence Ross has finished a play, 
‘Tic, Tac, Toe.’ 

Arthur Ungar of Vartety’s Holly- 
wood office visiting New York. 

Tommy Manville’s first-night at- 
tendance percentage holds to 1.000. 

On commercial billboards nowa- 
days about half the signs are of 
beer. 

Best looking girl to hit the bill- 
boards in some time is Palmolive's 
new image. 

Al Gottlieb back from vacation 
and handling the Arthur Murray 
account again. 

Biggest weekday crowds on record 
at beaches last week; the. hot 
weather break. 

Tropic temperatures made Bruad- 
way virtual steam room. Result 
many clearer eyes. 

Mrs. Edith Debus Jones, formerly 
in vaude, seriously ill at the Bound 
Brook (N. J.) hospital. 

Frank Hale, former stage dancer, 


- then government agent, ill. Dropped 


50 pounds and in better shape. 

Jeane Cohen back at the Colum- 
bia story editor desk in New York, 
after three weeks off the Coast. 

The John Hundleys don’t care 
whether it sings baritone or so- 
prano, but it'll be here in Septem- 
ber. 

Jessie Reed’s daughter, Ann Des- 
brow, is angling for a spot in the 
Shubert version of a Zieggy ‘Fol- 
lies.’ 

Salutation of the town last week, 
as the boys staggered into each 
other from the heat, was ‘Can you 
take it?’ 

Russell Patterson takes over stu- 
dio of late Joseph Urban. Will re- 
tain present staff and execute cur- 
rent orders. 

Joe Toal, who conducted a cafe 
on 38th street near Sixth avenue 
patronized by professionals, dead of 
heart failure, 

Jack Osterman claims it’s the talk 
of the town since Variety left his 
last week’s column winding up on 


- the cutting room floor. 


Sam Harris returns ‘Mr. Grant’ to 
its author, Arthur Gcodrich, feeling 
it will be impossible to get Paul 


’ Muni away from pictures. 


Guido di Napoli has written a 
tone poem about Wiley Post’s trip 
around the world entitled ‘Around 
the World in Seven Days.’ 

Roger Wolfe Kahn and his bride 
off to the Riviera on a delayed 
honeymoon. Will cover ground by 
seg over there. Back to band in 
all, 

Moss Hart, Irving Berlin’s fav- 
orite librettist, carries the associa- 
tion further by occupying the for- 
mer Berlin apartment on West 46th 
street. 

Not generally known that Sol 
Rosenblatt, ex-Nathan Burkan staff 
attorney, is related by marriage to 
Gen. Hugh S. Johnson, NRA admin- 
istrator. Rosenblatt, code judge for 
the entire amusement business, has 
a sister who is a composer. Under 
the name of Ann Ronnel she has 
written ‘Rain on the Roof’ and 
‘Baby's Birthday Party.’ 

Bernie and Baker milk farm at 
Harrison, N. Y., is operated by sis- 
ters of Ben Bernie and Phil Baker, 
reuniting a former standard vaude 
act billing. 

Lou (Roseland ballroom) Brecker’s 
bid to take over the H. Hicks 5th 
avenue soda fountainery fell through 
because of the receivers having 
other ideas on terms. 

Irving Mills liked Paris so much 
that he missed the Majestic Aug. 3 
and follows on the Ile de France al- 
though his Duke Ellington orchestra 
returned to U.S. per schedule. 

Max Mintzheimer, clothing man- 
ufacturer whom the widow of Mar- 
cus Loew recently wed, is the fa- 
ther of La Belle Blanche, mimic. 
She was in vaude off and on until 
recently. 

Buddy Rogers commutes by plane 
from Chi to New York for the 
shooting of ‘Take a Chance’ in As- 
toria, returning the middle of the 
week for his College Inn, Chi, en- 
gagement with his band. 

Charlie Morrison flew back from 
Chicago in 4% hours on a com- 
mercial plane and played bridge all 


the way. Which isn’t half as re- 
markable as Morrison’s bridge. 
They call him Without-The-Tops 
Charlie. 


The Frank Scullys’ (VAaRIEetTy 
Nice), including Alice and Skippy. 
are coming in on the ‘Rex,’ leaving 
the Riviera and their Villa Variety 
Aug. 10. They’ll domicile at J. P. 
McEvoy’s menage at Woodstock, 
N. Y., while on the New York o. o. 

First Broadway flag pole to fly 
the NRA blue eagle flag was the 
Playhouse’s. Permission was ac- 
corded William A. Brady, who pio- 
neered the formation of the quickly 
framed legit show code. Only those 
who have signed the code have gov- 
ernment sanction to exhibit the 
emblem. 

Louis Fischer, son-in-law of the 
original John Reisenweber, is un- 
usual in that he took up golf at 60 
and now, aged 63, he can consist- 
ently break 100. Fischer incident- 
ally plans to revive a Reisenweber’s 
near Broadway, with repeal, and 
install John (Pavillon Royal) Stein- 
berg in charge. 


London 

C. M. Woolf to recuperate at Mar- 
gate. 

Carol Goodner on a caravan va- 
cation. 

Leon M. Lion after lease of Ald- 
wych theatre. 

Charlotte Greenwood and Martin 
Broones off to Venice. 

Reilly and Comfort lining up re- 
turn dates to Scotland. 

Bernard Shaw says new play will 
be titled ‘On the Rocks.’ 

E. E. Lyons out of hospital and 
recuperating at Brighton. 

Margaret Kennedy writing new 
play for Elizabeth Bergner. 

Fred Terry left around $100,000. 
De Groot, violinist, $150,000. 
Bert Firman and band off to Juan 
Le Pins for summer season. 
Bobby Howes squawking about 
his losses as hotel proprietor. 
Gordon Selfridge threw a party, 
July 25 for the Ely Culbertsons. 
Romney Brent back in town with 
finished script of ‘Nymph Errant.’ 
‘Mrs. Bluebeard’ closed four 
weeks’ run at the Garrick July 22. 
Carol Goodner just made satis- 
factory film test for Paul L. Stein. 


Ursula Jeans replacing Joan Barry 
in ‘Proscenium’ owing to tonsil op- 
eration. 

London has 23 theatres open as 
against seven in New York and 13 
in Paris. 

Louis Goldstein, who took over 
the Casanova restaurant a year ago, 
bankrupt. 

Gloria Gilbert held over at the 
Savoy hotel, minus the eight Holly- 
wood girls. 

Ethelind Terry doing a slimming 
act, with view of part of new Drury 
Lane show. 

English and visiting royal fam- 
ilies flocking to see ‘The Late Chris- 
topher Bean.’ 

Arthur Wimperis now under ex- 
clusive contract with the London 
Film Corporation. 

William Mollison walking around 
with his wife (Joan Clarkson) as if 
they are newlyweds, 

Robert Milton busiest producer 
around. Will do five new plays in 
the West-End in fall. 

Henry Sherek off vaudeville for 
good, and now only talks about pic- 
tures and legit shows. 

Those who saw both say Bud 
Flanagan’s appendicitis cut is big- 
ger than his salary cut. 

Phil Howley, English producer, is 
latest to have discovered profitable 
system to beat the tables. 

British International ,Pictures 
throwing farewell party for Bebe 
Daniels and friend husband. 

Yvonne Arnaud and Ronald 
Squire to team up again in new 
continental farce due around fall. 

Jane Baxter off to the Tyrol for 
shots of Austrian background in 
filming of ‘The Constant Nymph.’ 
Earl of Lonsdale elected president 
of the Eccentric Club, replacing 
Lord Burnham, who died recently. 

Oliver Baldwin, son of the ex- 
Premier, to be film critic of the 
British Broadcasting Co. in Septem- 
ber. 

Lily Damita looking for picture 
hook-up in London, with British 
International Pictures likely con- 
cern. 

Max Laemmie over from France 
for a couple days, to confer with 
Frank Ditcham, English Universal 
chief, 

Contrary to reports, Geraldo not 
leaving Savoy hotel. Just changing 
his gaucho band into a dance band 
proper. : 

Charlot’s ‘How D'’You Do’ revue 
at the Comedy, now in second edi- 





tion, considered improvement on 
original. 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 


tion experimenting with woman an- 
nouncer, Mrs. Borrett, and she is a 
mystery. 

Tawny Neilson, of Decca Record- 
ing Company, getting all the avail- 
able American talent to dise for her 
company. 

Will Fyffe looking for potential 
heavyweight boxer in Scottish High- 
lands. Prepared to fnance him till 
proficient. 

Bannister Howard reviving ‘Belle 
of New York’ fox one month at the 
Garrick on 50-59 basis with A. E. 
Abrahams. 

Jeritza, opera singer, due here 
soon to appear in an English ver- 
sion of a filming of ‘Grand Duchess 
Alexandra.’ 

Adrian Brunel to direct ‘Laughter 
of Fools,’ filmization of H. F. Malt- 
by’s stage play, for George Smith's 
productions. 

This year’s Royal Tournament at 
Olympia yielded around $70,000 in 
profits—considerably less than the 
previous year. 

Jack Curtis escorting Mrs. Harry 
Cohn around London while hubby 
busy supervising first Columbia pic- 
ture over here. 

Sydney Bernstein importing Don 





Baker, American organist, for his 
new super cinema at Edmonton, a 
London suburb. 

Louis Prager and band chosen by 
Roy Fox to replace him at Kit-Cat 
during his two months’ tour in 
South of France. 

Cecil Leitch, famous woman 
golfer, now director of Cinema 
House, Ltd., which controls circuit 
of picture houses. 

Gertie Lawrence patiently wait- 
ing at Southampton for the arrival 
of the ‘Berengaria,’ to greet Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Jr. 

Nice, Florio and Lubow back 
from South of France so tanned 
that Harry Foster suggested they 
go in the colored show. 

Wilson, Keppel and. Betty out of 
Wallace Parnell gew revue, due to 
Charles Cochran not releasing team 
from Trocadero cabaret. 

Provincial pantomime producer 
wants Nina Mae McKinney to play 
Man Friday in Christmas panto- 
mime, ‘Robinson Crusoe.’ 

‘When Ladies Meet’ closes three 
months’ run at the Lyric, July 29, 
when Marie Tempest and Owen 
Nares will take it on tour. 

Victor McLaglen saying nerts to 
the suggestion made by John Staf- 
ford that he play here another cou- 
ple weeks without extra dough. 
Adrian Brunel, film _ producer, 
claims kinship to the great Brunel, 
designer of the Thames tunnel and 
some of London's famous bridges. 
Vaudeville theatre management 
give linen jacket to customers in 
the stalls which they can substitute 
for evening dress in these hot times. 
J. Harold Murray trying to con- 
vince Oscar Hammerstein that ‘East 
Wind’ would be a good bet for Lon- 
don, with himself in mind for the 
lead. 

Bradbury Pratt injuncting Dave 
Burnaby and Henri Leoni from 
using the name ‘Kasbek’ for their 
new club, which now changed to 


the ‘Cossack.’ 
Berlin 


By F. M. Manasse 








Gitta Alpar is to appear at the 
Empire Theatre, Paris in ‘Victoria 
and Her Hussar.’ 

The I. G. Farben r@port an in- 
creased home sale of raw film in 
the second quarter of this year as 
against 1920. Export market was 
about the same as last year. 

D. L. S. Film will produce a new 
film drama, ‘The Black Whale,’ 
founded upon the story of Pagnol's 
‘Fanny’ with Emil Jannings and 
Paula Wessely in the star roles. 

Max Reinhardt is to stage ‘The 
Wastér’ at his Josefstadter Theatre 
at Vienna in the winter. Gustav 
Waldau is to play Valentin. At the 
same theatre, Helene Thimig will 
star in Jean Cocteau’s play, ‘The 
Voice.’ 

A new Mont Blanc film is in prep- 
aration by the Cine Allianz. Dr. 
Arnold Fanck, the director of 
‘White Hell of Pitz Palu,’ ‘Storm 
Over Mont Blanc’ and ‘S. O. S. His- 
berg’ has engaged Selp Rist for the 
principal part. 

Berlin's principal ‘long run’ The- 
atre, the Capitol, to open on Aug. 
3, with the new Europa Film ‘What 
Now—Little Man,’ from the Fallada 
novel. The book is by Herbert Sel- 
pin and Dr. Fritz Wendhausen, the 
latter also directing the film. 


Mexico City 


Cops after the beggars again; 
chasing them off the main stems. 

National Anti-Chinese League has 
ordered social and business boycott 
against all Mexicans who marry 
Chinese. 


Rainy season’. started with a 
deluge. Every evening folk are re- 
1. inded of the old name of Mexico, 
D. F.—the Venice of America. 

Federal government being urged 
to make catering to American tour- 
ists feature of the six-year plan of 
construction and other action dur- 
ing next presidential term, 1934-40. 

Press and public clamoring for 
restoration of the death penalty for 
murder. National attorney-general 
reports 78 homicides in the Federal 
District alone in the past three and 
a half years, since imprisonment 
was substituted for capital punish- 
ment 

Week's best news story: Mexican 
playboy, of Mexican-Irish parent- 
age, blew in a fortune here, became 
a cab gigolo, took ty dope, spent 
two years in the governmen”’s nar- 
cotic addicts’ asylum, where he was 
found by lawyers seeking heirs to 
estate of his mother, who died four 
years ago in New York City. Dope 
fiend would have receivec a couple 
of million had he not cheated him- 
self out of that by being a rowdy 
boy, violating clause that if he mis- 
behaved bulk of estate must go to 
charity. However, he gets around 
°5 grand « vear from returns on 











part of estate’s investments. 








Paris 


By Beulah Livingstone 





Gaby Morlay off to Nice for a rest. 


Julia Marlowe in town at the 
Crillon, 

Lily Damita spending several 
weeks at the Hotel Royal in Deau- 
ville. 

French women all wearing the 
new mesh-work fabric or perforated 
kid gloves. 

UFA film, ‘The Fugitives,” is be- 
ing adapted for its French version 
by Henri Chomette. 

Marie Talbot and Beth Berri are 
both touring Belgium and the Ri- 
viera in dance recitals. 


Exhibitors from France, Switzer- 
land and Belgium gathered here for 
the Fox Films sales convention. ~ 


Irvin Marks, back from Le Tou- 
quet, overheard talking show biz 
with A. Blumenthal at the George V. 


Several German refugees of the 
stage world have started a move- 
ment to launch a German theatre in 
Paris. 

Marlene Dietrich has taken to 
wearing enormous black wings of 
birds of paradise as her latest head- 
dress. 


Mlle. Lylie Villars has returned to 
the cast of ‘Paradise Lost’ at the 
Athenee, which is keeping open all 
summer. 

‘Ten Minute Alibi,’ Anthony Arm- 
strong’s London success now being 
presented in Paris by the Edward 
Sterling English Players. 


‘Yvette and Her Children,’ the 
play by Magdeline de Zogheb, will 
reopen at the Studio des Champs 
Elysees early in September. 

James Dale, author of the London 
success, ‘Wild Justice,’ here to as- 
sist the English Players’ production 
of hia crime story at the Albert I. 


Priscilla and Lacey Kastner 
thowing a party for the new Paris 
chief of United Artists, Jack Koer- 
pel, and the Arthur Kellys, here 
from N. Y. C. 

Ida Rubenstein will create the 
title role of the new melodrama- 
spectacle, ‘Semiramis,’ by Paul Va- 
lery, to be presented at the Opera 
next November. 


The Apollo is going ahead rapidly 
since adopting the policy of showing 
regularly the two full-length Amer- 
ican films in original versions with 
French subtitles. 

Baron Balentine Mandelstam, 
French adviser to several Hollywood 
studios, recovering from an opera- 
tion and will not return to the 
coast until October. 

Paul Swan, erstwhile solo dancer 
turned painter and sculptor, is hold- 
ing an exhibition of his crayon por- 
traits, among which ae _ several 
studies of Raquel Meller. 

Paree’s most beautiful and daring 
dancer in the alltogether, Colette 
Andris, has recently published a 
novel entitled ‘Une Dansus2 Nue,’ 
which is already cn the bes*‘-seller 
list. 

Paris taxi girls receive 90 cen- 
times out of the franc and a half 
charged for each dance, which 
means they earn an average of less 
than $2 an evening for 30 to 40 
dances from 9 to 12:30. 

In summer revue, ‘Whoopee- 
Whoopee,’ now being rehearsed by 
Marshall Hall, with a French and 
American cast, Oskamon, erstwhile 
Indian actor of ‘Greenwich Village 
Folies’ and ‘Hitchy Koo,’ plays the 
leading part. 

The Ministre de l’Air has accord- 
ed his official patronage to the Henri 
Lecoin-Pierre Marechal production 
of ‘L’Avion Blanc,’ for D. E. C. 
Films, in which 50 pilots and their 
planes from the Bourget escadrille 
will take part. 

J. E. Wittereid, p. a. for the Am- 
bassadeurs restaurant-cabarat, had 
the bright idea of putting in a trout 
stream on the new terrasse. First 
xuest to catch a iish during the 
cocktail hour each day is awarded 
a free dinner check, 

M. Lassiez, pres. of the French 
Cinemas Union and Allied Indus- 
tries, Tost no time rushing off to 
Vichy to discuss plans with Premier 
Deladier for a protest against the 
new French restrictions on impor- 
tation and release of foreizgn films. 


While Cecile Sorel goes from the 
Comedie-Francaise to the Casino de 
Paris next fall, Escande, who shares 
with the star’s husband the billing 
of leading man, is reversing the or- 
der of things by being engaged for 
the Comedie-Francaise in 1954 after 
his music hall appearances. 

Pola Negri has been taking Ital- 
ian lessons, so as to speak French 
with the proper accent in her role 
of Rossine Savelli, historical Italian 
street singer, in ‘Fanatisme.’ Film 
starts production Aug. 1 at Join- 
ville. The Negri role was originally 
created on the speaking stage by 
Rejane, 
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a Solomon revelling 

ine Roumanian grills at Jane 
sate Voronca preparing new vol 

ume of poems under ‘ 

ln’ title Magia 

' Contracts penne for Roumaniag 

anguage production . 

Bound. I of Outward 

Minister Tilea off to Sibiu ¢ 
unveiling of Poet George Coshbue'g 
monument. 

Victor Eftimiu completed 
called ‘Nepomuk’ with ceauinl 
American setting. 

National theatre planning ‘Th 
Soul of Nicholas Snyders’ with Bule 
finsky playing lead. 

Tony Bulandra back from Budae 
pest after starring in Roumaniag 
talker version of ‘Ghost Train,’ 

Madame Bulandra regards Frede 
erick Lonsdale’s ‘Never Come Back# 
as wittiest comedy for a decade. 

Scarlat Froda saw 9 shows dure 
ing 10 days’ stay in London. Agreee 
ably surprised by the standard of 
productions. . 

Ion Marin Sadoveanu following 
up his.lectures with a new serieg 
on Eugene O'Neill, Seon O'Casey, 
and, maybe, Lord Dunsany. 


Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 








Salaries in State theatres reduced 
by an average of 30%. 

Fovarosi Oprette Theatre to ree 
open in August as a variety stage. 

Camp picture theatre, seating 
4,000 to be built at Godollo -fo 
World Scout Jamboree. 

Legit and picture theatre season 
fcur weeks longer than other years, 
on account of cool weather. 

W. Gell, Fox’s central European 
manager, here to discuss policy with 
Charles Matzner, local executive. 

Transport expenses for Hungare- 
ian films within the country reduced 
by 50%, in order to propagate their 
exhibition. 

Instead of 14 ‘first-week’ de luxe 
theatres, we are to have only eight 
in the coming season. Remaining 
six will take pictures on second run 
only. 

Municipality making things easier 
for picture theatres during the sum- 
mer season by reducing amusement 
tax to 3% for sound and 1.4% for 
silent pictures from May to Sep- 
tember. 

‘Back Street,’ running for sixth 
week at Radius, is probably the 
first picture seen here which is ene 
thusiastically commended by high- 
brows and the press and yet has 
enormous popular appeal. 

Erzsi Pechy, musical comedy 
prima donna, gravely ill in hospital 
since almost a year. Can't afford it, 
so the elite of the theatrical proe 
fession arranged select and expene 
sive garden party for her benefit, 
with excellent results. 

EKight new night clubs with va- 
riety programs getting ready for 
fall campaign. ‘Casanova,’ ‘Pompa- 
dour,’ ‘Thieves’ Bar,’ reconstruction 
of former ‘Pele Mele,’ ‘Alpine Vil- 
lage,’ ‘Serail,’ ‘Alhambra’ and ‘La 
Boheme’ are the promising names 
under which they are to be run, 
Three will be financed by girls who 
have made money by dancing in 
similar clubs abroad. 

List of Hungarian film repatriates 
from Hitler's Berlin Francy Gaal, 
Szoke Szakall, Erno Szenes, Erno 
Verebes, actors; Istvan Szekely, di- 
rector; Geze Czifra, producer; 
Charles Noti, scenarist; Paul Abra- 
ham, Miklos Brodszky, Joe Hajos, 
composers; Miklos Gyarmati, de- 
signer. Tibor Halmay also cam@ 
away ‘out of sympathy for his cole 
leagues, although Hitler has nothe 
ing against him. 





Indianapolis 


By Bill Kiley 





Charlie Olsen in town and out. 

Ken Collins crashing the society 
columns. 

Fred Dolly up from 
about the Apollo. 

Frank Sharp, WFBM prosram di- 
rector, at Lyric screening. 

Henry Burton only non-worrying 
manager in show business. 

Paramount Club and Trees get- 
ting all the nightie business away 
from the older oases. as 

Sweito, Louisville, and Libson, 
Cincy, looking over empty Keith's 
but not saying anything. ; t 

Draught beer is oke if you've 8° 
it, but don’t try to haul it or the 
state police will get you. _ 

Broad Ripple park getting the 
best publicity for many summers 
Mitchell is the boy’s name. 

3rown County Revelers, 
billy music, tripled gross 5a 
a health drink over WFBM. 


§ ar: : Car tightene 
Sign in garage & $1.50. 
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a The Hague 


By W. M. Etty-Leal 





Roulette casinos springing up in 
Holland like mushrooms. 

French cellist, Maurice Marechal, 
gigned on with a Dutch impresario 
for a tour in Java. 

A.V.R.O., Dutch neutral broad- 
casting association, moved into new 
premises in Amsterdam. 

In @ small circus in Flushing a 

ic occurred when a lion attacked 
its tamer; this chap in hospital now. 

Amsterdam artists went out one 
day collecting gifts for their unfor- 
tunate fellow-artists who art out of 
a job; they got plenty. 

In Philips Film studio now a new 
film being shot: ‘Hello Everybody’; 
production by Hans Richter. Spe- 
cial music by Darius Milhaud. 

Taxi-drives at The Hague so 
cheap now that you can get a ride 
for four cents, cheaper than by 
tram if you don’t tip driver. Better 
to tip, though. 

_ Mrs. Esther de Boer-van Ryk, 
Holland’s oldest working actress, 
celebrated her 80th birthday in good 
health; intends to go on tour again 


. in the autumn. 


Fratellini Trio arrived in Amster- 
dam; public mad when after arrival, 
they tourned city in open carriage 
drawn by four horses. Appearing 
there in Circus Carre. 

Holland has its own national cir- 
cus again, which is touring prov- 
inces; calls itself Amanda Roberti, 
but only in name Italian; it can 
seat 1,500 and has 40 artists. 

Richard Tauber at Palace hotel 
in Scheveningen; not singing here 
but in a new role: as conductor of 
Fritz Hirsch operetta, making his 
debut with baton in musical com- 
edy, ‘Die Dubarry,” by Milloecker. 

Louis Saalborn, actor-manager, 
has adopted a novelty for Holland 
in stageland; instead of using a 
turning stage, required for plays 
with many changes, a so-called di- 
agonal stage is used, which can also 
be fitted for small stages. _ 

Holland is getting a new operetta 
company this winter season, called 
Residence-Operetta; a few foreign 
artists engaged, Maria Riener from 
Vienna Volks Oper, Hertha 
Schwarzwerden from Zurich and a 
ballet directed by Hertha Brod from 
Vienna State Opera; rest of talent 
is Dutch, including conductor, 
Henf Neef. 


Stroudsburg 


By John J. Bartholomew 


Floyd Walter (WGY), radio or- 
ganist concerting here. 

Paul Whiteman and band one- 
nighting in these parts. 

The Wanderers are now playing 
at the Montanesca Lodge. 

Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians in 
return engagement at Dorney Park. 

Charles Lanterman’s Music the 
main attraction at Penn Hills Tav- 
ern. 

Queena Mario and Wilfred Pelle- 
ja appearing in recital at Buck 

I. 

Allen Quirk orchestra reengaged 
for the summer at the Marine Ball- 
room, 

Lew Stanley’s band finishing the 
summer season at the Columbia 
Hotel. 

George Warwick and Lewin Bar- 
ringer entertaining at Buck Hill 
Falls Inn. 

Cleo’s Ballroom boasts no admis- 
sion and no cover charge with the 
Penn Statesmen dance band fea- 
tured. 

Kay Kaska, Vic Kaska, Fay Leddo 
and Ann Towers are appearing with 
Herry Richardson’s Miami Cava- 
Hers at the Castle Inn Grill. 

LeRoy Anspach, concert pianist 
and (WCAU) radio control manager 
for Stokowski’s Phila. Symphony 
Orchestra, giving concerts in local 
auditorium. 

A complete program of Jewish 
music composed by Jacob Weinberg 
and played by the Esarty Trio in- 
cluding the composer presented at 
the Unity House. 











Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 





Town's class movie house now 
using ad slides. 

Town has been full of carnivals 
this summer—but no circuses. 

Tom Mix and Tony at the RKO 
Orpheum four days starting Aug 5. 

Blaze at the Casino of unknown 
origin—but the show went on and 
no casualties. 

_Noble Sissle’s band into River- 
view ballroom for the night of Aug. 
3 well received. 

This mugg got Hal Sheridan’s 3% 
statistics confused with 3.2 and is 
vera vera sorry. 

John Behan, chorus director for 
Warner Bros. official organist and 
soloist, WOC-WHO. 

‘Tugboat Annie’ opened at the Des 
Moines with capacity business. Pic- 
ture had excellent radio tie-ups for 
exploitation. 

Stanley Brown, Joe Rosenfield 
and Lionel Wasson came over from 
Omaha for Evert R. Cumming fare- 
well banquet. 

The American Legion post at Sid- 
ney, Iowa, has $34,000 tied up in 
€quipment for the annual rodeo 
Aug. 15-18. 


Expects 20,000 specta- 


tors daily. Rodeo the biggest in 
this part of the country. 

Friends and Publix officials gave 
Everet R. Cummings a dinner and 
kind words before he left for his 
new work on the Coast. 

Bob Gary used F. M. Ross, the 
mechanical man, in the lobby at 
the Paramount and only a few cus- 
tomers went so far as to stick pins 
in him, 

Jas. Sarsfield, ‘Skipper Jim,’ a 
personal friend of Tom Mix so Mix 
will give away poines for WOC- 
WHO kid contest while here at RKO 
Orpheum. 

‘Doc’ Lawson, organist and band 
leader, still in court to get custody 
of his two boys awarded his wife 
while he was in Reno trying te get 
the decree. 

City council is having its walka- 
thon troubles. There is a city or- 
dinance prohibiting endurance con- 
tests, but A. R. Corey, secretary of 
the Iowa state fair, contends the 
ordinance does not apply to state 
property. Looks like there will be 
amendments and injunctions for a 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ a gross 
leader in territory. 

Max Stahl and his sales staff 
back from United Artists’ gales 
convention. 

Lou Breese and band engaged for 
St. Paul ice carnival at municipal 
auditorium. 

WCCO radio station artists put 
on show at Excelsior Amusement 
park ‘party.’ 

Charles J. Novak, owner of Oriole 
theatre, Glencoe, and veteran ex- 
hibitor, is dead. 

Pantages theatre having ‘anni- 
versary week’ celebration with spe- 
cial attractions. 

E. L. Walton and J. W. Spear 
from West Coast open new Mono- 
gram exchange here. 

Betty Crane, Pantages theatre sec- 
retary, drove new Chevrolet way up 
north looking for fish. 

Leo Blank, Warner Brothers’ ex- 
change manager, attending regional 
sales meeting in Chicago. 

Ringling Brothers, which formerly 
made Minneapolis two-day stand, 
drew capacity for single day. 

Bob La Fevre and Frank Steffys, 
Lyric and State managers, vaca- 
tioned in northern Minnesota. 

’ Syd Stein, Warner theatres’ Chi- 
cago zone advertising executive, and 
his wife, localite, vacationed here. 

Max Roth and Clyde Eckhart, dis- 
trict managers of Columbia and 
Fox, respectively, in city simul- 
taneously. 

John Branton and Harold Kaplan 
of Publix and Al Sheehan of WCCO 
spent their vacations together in the 
northern woods. 

Frank Mantzke, Universal ex- 
change manager, back from New 
York after sales’ conference with 
Jimmy Grainger. 

After playing 15c Pantages, ‘Kid 
from Spain’ went into 20c Seventh 
Street, competing loop house a block 
away, and did business. 

Eugene Moehrine, New York home 
o.ice film expert, at Universal ex- 
change here, demonstrating latest 
film inspection methods. 

With last week’s advent of MGM 
and United Artists, all local ex- 
changes, excepting Warner Brothers, 
have launched new selling seasons. 

Gordon Greene, former Minne- 
sota theatre manager, in Chicago on 
business in connection with the 
Malerich-Madison band, which he is 
now handling. 

Bijou theatre, loop independent 
grind house, having labor trouble 
and recently bombed, not owned or 
operated by W. A. Steffes. He was 


stockholder for a short time, but 
not at time of bombing. 
Jack Benny and his’ troupe 


jumped from here to Detroit, Mich., 
for final week of tour, after which 
Jack and the Mrs. trek to Holly- 
wood for vacation, while Frances 
Williams returns to New York to 
consider offers. 


Albuquerque 


Lightweight fight for states title 
draws 2,000 here this week. 

3.2 still being dispensed despite 
ruling by Supreme court that it’s 
illegal. 

Rio Grande theatre, Las Cruces, 
almost completely destroyed by fire 
early this week. 

Pastime wins right to show ‘Vir- 
gin’s Confession’ under another 
name by ruling of district judge. 

Lona Andre eastbound through 
here this week on Chief. June 
Knight and Dorothy Lee via T-WA. 
Possibility that Teddy Hayes, 
erstwhile trainer of Jack Dempsey, 
will bring Mickey Walker to New 
Mexico to train. 

New radio system being installed 
by police department to aid in stem- 
ming rush of bad men, driven in by 











drives by authorities in east. Sup- 
posed to be smallest city so 
equipped. 


Hollywood 





Harry Wallin vacationing in the 
High Sierras. 

Ben Piazza doing a little cheating 
on that diet already. 

Irving Epstein a partner in a new 
Los Angeles brewery. 

Lew Cody going for nothing but 
brown in his new suitings. 

Harry Joe Brown has quit talk- 
ing about his Eurvpean trip. 

Jack Oakie did one of his dis- 
appearing acts for a day last week. 

Fredric March has bought a lot 
in Beverly Hills and will build a 
home. 

If you see Jack Pearl anywhere, 
you’re sure to see his dad and Louis 
Shurr. 

Charles Farrell tickled to be back 
to work again and away from his 
horses. 

Joe Mankiewicz finally bought a 
yacht. He’ll christen it the ‘Mad 
Hatter.’ 

Radie Harris digging material for 
her fan mag and Sunday ‘Mirror’ 
stories. 

Bert Levey reports vaude due for 
a comeback this fall. At least he 
hopes so. 

They’re keeping the names of the 
two boys who slugged John Consi- 
dine a secret. 

Sid Skolsky, the big New York 
note writer now that Winchell has 
ducked town. 

Bing Crosby gives everyone and 
anyone a load of conversation about 
the new baby. 

It’s a reception every afternoon 
at Lilyan Tashman’s dressing room 
at Paramount, 

Strike giving a flock of picture 
people .a chance to take out-of- 
town vacations. 

Larry Hart is the town’s champ 
party thrower, with everyone in the 
market for bids, 

Reeves Espy is getting a load of 
Southern California covering pre- 
views for F-WC, 

Every used car lot in town has 
a Rolls Royce for gale. All are 
priced around $400. 

Wynne Gibson‘s phone number at 
Malibu is the Police department, 
who take messages. 

Pete Smith has _ successfully 
raised a moustache, but the mug 
is still Pete Smith’s. 

J.J. Sullivan much improved after 
that sick spell which sent him hur- 
rying back from N. Y. 

Peter Ermatinger getting so ac- 
climated he has to rest after hik- 
ing three or four blocks. 

Jimmy Durante can’t get a word 
in edgewise when eating lunch with 
Jack Pearl and Ed Wynn. 

Pat West says he wishes some- 
body would pay him that $15 weekly 
everybody’s talking about. 

Sid Grauman is burning over the 
impressions in the sidewalk outside 
of Paramount’s dressing room row. 

Bill McNutt has his chiropracter 
treating his pet lumbago in his of- 
fice. Even bought a pounding 
table. 

Kalmar and Ruby still rehearsing 
for a benefit and hoping for a major 
disaster so that the benefit will be 
important, 

Gummo Marx gets no recognition 
from the autograph seekers. Rest 
of the family have to sell him to the 
sig hounds, 

Weather has been too hot for golf 
during the past fortnight, partic- 
ularly at Lakeside, over in the val- 
ley’s heat belt. 

Reginal Owen motored in from 
Laguna six times in three days only 
to discover that the Garbo picture 
had not started, 

Groucho Marx isn’t so sure that 
the Portland guy who raises pansies 
with the Groucho map in the blos- 
som has complimented him. 

Al Jolson’s broadcast tied up pro- 
duction on the WB set while Ruby 
Keeler and the rest of the company 
listened in on the hour from New 
York. 

W. Ray Johnston out here trying 
to get indie distribs and exhibs to 
go along with him on a plan to get 
majors to eliminate the double-bill- 
ing prohibition from their contracts. 

First marlin of the season was 
caught off Catalina by Grover 
Jones’ brother-in-law. Jones is 
burning because the bil used his 
boat, whereas Grover has failed to 
catch even a herring. 


Long Island 


By Joe Wagner 








Leo Donelly is at Atlantic Beach. 

Nite baseball draws at Dexter 
Park. 

Jacob Riis 
crowds. 
Motorcycle racing at the Freeport 
Stadium. 

Lita Grey Chaplin summering at 
Great Neck. 

Emery Deutsch summering at At- 
lantic beach. 

It is a 75-cent top at the Boule- 
vard theatre. 

The Roslyn Playhouse will open 
in September. 


Park getting the 





Price cutting at Seaside with a 





50-cent fee on week-ends and three 
hot dogs for a dime. 

James Barton is still the idol of 
the kids in Hollis. 

Benny Leonard opened a bridge 
club in Long Beach. 

Bocce, the native Italian game, is 
a big thing in Corona, 

They are still talking about mu- 
nicipal pools in Queens. 

Dick Linehan of the Jamaica 
‘News’ will become a benedict. 

Queensboro Stadium ends its 
stormy boxing career. Will be made 
Into an auto parking area. 

A former rum runner’s auto with 
a short wave radio is being used by 
Fed men at the Rockaways. 

North Shore Players lasted only 
five weeks. Poor transportation and 
fire regulations given as reasons. 

Port Washington will have an- 
other pic house in a few months 
with William A. Levey, formerly of 
the Beacon theatre as manager. 


Jersey Shore 


By Wes Noite 








The beaches are getting a swell 
play. 

Tom Howard from Rumson to Chi 
for the Fair. 

Rumors that gambling 
back next week. 

Radio Commish turns down bid 
for more power on WCAP. 

Harrison Brockbank in as director 
of the Deal Players. Gregory Deane 
out. 

Ship Grill, a new cabaret, opens 
in the basement of the Lake Hotel, 
Asbury. 

A roller skating rink opens in the 
exclusive West End section of Long 


will be 


Branch. 

Rudy Vallee at Reade’s Board- 
walk theatre, Asbury Park, with 
Alice Faye. 


Ernie Badner’s orchestra replaced 
Joe Radnor on the Kingsley Arms 
Roof, Asbury Park. 

The Tony Wettach (Wilda Ben- 
nett’s ex) place at Allenhurst has a 
‘for sale’ sign on it. 

Somebody plants a trick bomb in 
the car of G. Howard Scott, Asbury 
Park Casino organist. 

Phil Cook at Avon during week- 
ends and looking in on those Sat. 
nite parties at the Avon Club. 

Two men and a woman are pull- 
ing that buried alive stunt in three 
different towns along the shore. 

Murray Mayer and his wife, the 
former Betty Dumbris, showgirl, 
regular Spring Lake week-enders. 

Neighbors around Allenhurst Inn, 
Allenhurst, seek an injunction to 
stop the orchestra there at nine 
o’clock. 

Jack Rohrey, Charles Meeker and 
Larry La Ross, Country Club Trio 
of WOR, at Jumping Brook Club, 
Asbury Park. 

Rupert S. Hill (of the McGraw- 
Hill publishing clan) penning 
sketches for the WCAP, Asbury 
Park Players. 

Alice Kellerman, of the Holly- 
wood Restaurant, a week-end book- 
ing at the Club Addison, Long 
Branch, Sammy Collins placed. 

Bill Robinson appearing at the 
St. James, Asbury, offers to teach a 
few kids to dance during his stay 
there. The first morning 500 show 
up at the theatre. 

Mickey Walker, the boxer, and 
Bobby Barry, vaude, have teamed 
up for vaudeville appearances. 
They’re rehearsing in Barry’s barn 
at Atlantic Highlands. 

Seen at the West End Casino: 
Jack Denny, Venita Vardon, Martin 
Beck, E. Sothern Hipp, Eddie Du- 
chin and Bernard Sandler. At Ross- 
Fenton: Anthony Frome and at 
‘Scrappy’ Lambert. Players’ Boat 
Club, Fair Haven: Billy Barry, 
Mickey Walker, Bobby Barry, Harry 
Welch, Barry and Whitledge and 
Howard and Dave Mallen, 


Montreal 


Stan Day out of hospital and at 
private cottage. 

Fritz Prevost promoting run mar- 
athon here for August 13. 

N.T.G. show Villa Maurice pick- 
ing up best cabaret grosses. 

Gerard Tremblay broadcasting 255 
words the minute—in French. 

Dance marathon, St. Laurent, 
nearby village, lines up 78 pairs. 

Al West, managing editor ‘Star,’ 
doing well after loss of appendix. 
Taxi war in city getting hot. Fif- 
teen cents first miie latest offer. 
Fifty-four wheelers pedal off on 
4,300-mile race Montreal- Vancouver, 
return Monday. 

Montreal press campaigning 
against commercial broadcasting 
with side reflections on C.R.B.C. 

Connie’s Inn, latest nite club, an- 
other result of better tourist biz. 
Orpheum and Piccadilly, two others. 
Chas. Leoboldti and financee 
mugged in all local papers, French 
and English, on announcement en- 











gagement. 


By Erich Glass 





Seven out of ten houses dark. 


Hans Rehmann having appendix 
out. 

Delia Lipinskaja chansoning at 
Ischl spa. 

Ex-director Adolf Weisse died at 
age of 78. 

Erich Simon taking a week’s hol- 
iday at Zurich. 

Burg offers attractive contract to 
Otto Hartmann, 

Albert Bassermann to offer ‘Seryv- 
ice’ at Volks in fall. 

Helene Thimig to return to Vien- 
na stge after a year and a half. 
Willy Forst using strong language 
and getting police summons as re- 
Ply. 

Karl Ludwig Diehl under contract 
with Casl Froelich of ‘Madchen’ 
fame. 

Miksa Prefer taking two Abra- 
ham operettas on tour through 
Italy. 

Johann Strauss biographer Prof. 
Fritz Lange died suddenly at age 
of 60. 

Hans Jaray wants a rest after 
starring as Schubert in his first 
talker. 

Aufricht, Brecht and Weill per- 
suading Firmin Gemier to invite 
Reinharat. 

Hans Rehfisch and Konrad Dwer- 
thon taking up tenancy of Komoe- 
die theatre. 

Achmed Munir Hagri Bey of State 
Theatre in Ankara looking for plays 
and players. 

Anthony Armstrong’s version of 
Austrian play tentatively titled ‘Biz 
with Royalty.’ 

Reinhardt promising new Shake- 
speare and Raimund productions at 
the Josefstadt. 

Scala theatre getting revolving 
stage and widened orchestral pit in 
time for premiere in September. 

Aurel Nowotny negotiating for 
Buerger theatre, and dropping 
scheme of reopening the Kammer- 
spiele. 

Alfred Piccaver signed to play 
lead in full length talker, ‘Adven- 
ture in Venice,’ with Nora Grefor 
co-starring. 

Metro’s Jean Harlow talker, here 
called ‘Blonde’s Gift,’ all set for ex- 
clusive release at the Burg and 
Schottenring cinema. 

"The Archduchess and Her Cham« 
ber-Man’ modernized and set to 
music by Paul Abraham has been 
arranged for Xmas at the Josef< 
stadt. k 

Hans Ziegler decided against the 
Raimund theatre in favor of head- 
ing for seventh season the Stadt 
theatre in Bielitz, the only German« 
language playhouse in Poland, 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Ann Chase has bobbed those 
golden locks. 

Jerry Horack and Lyle Brown got 
the first deer of the season. 

Rudy Seiger with his fiddle back 
at the Fairmont after a vacash: 

B. H. Silen scrammed for KZRM, 
Manila, after coupla weeks here. 

Al Graf breaks out with a new car 
and delivers all trailers in the flesh. 

Nat Blank said ‘so long’ to his 
tonsils; Consuelo Gonzales, copied, 

Charlie Leonard and family back 
in town after a cold four days in 
Carmel. 

Ruth Miller hostessing at NBC re- 
placing Estelle Loveland, globe- 
trotting. 

Mark Hopkins hotel into bank- 
ruptcy with manager George Smith 
receiver. 

Tom Van Osten back from Sacra< 
mento after tussling with the state 
legislature. 

Paul Kelli-Dan Widner ork in the 
Lido cafe with Seqouians quartet 
and Heinie Klotz, m.c. 

While Lyman’s band is at the 
Warfield, Jan Rubini directing at 
the Oakland Orpheum. 

Charlie Hamp entertained the 
press before starting on the air 
again for Dr. Strasska, 

Eddie LeMontaigne off to Hono- 
lulu and Chi for a month, deserting 
his Eddie’s Advershows. 

Sam Harris (ex-Ackerman & 
Harris) got the theatre bug again 
and is looking for a house. 

Stella Friend, formerly of ‘3 Girl 
Friends’ with Waring, opens as 
single singer at Bal Tabarin. 

NBC in New York listened to Al 
Pearce’s program last week; think- 
ing about making it a x-—country. 

Bill Andrews announced Helen 
Musselman’s first NBC program two 
years ago. They'll be married soon, 

Ralph Staub back to Hollywood 
with Will Mahoney after talking 
over the latter’s short for Columbia. 

Irving Ackerman may extend 
vaude for more days per week, cur- 
rent Sat-Sun stuff clicking so well. 

The Ned Tollingers got a seven 
pound male income tax exemption 
last Thursday a.m. Pappy’s resting 
well. 

Benny Rubin m.c. Monday’s Jam=— 
boree; Doris Kenyon slated as fu- 
ture attraction for the Shell pro- 
gram. 

John Tait granted a dance permit 
for a cafe he plans to open in old 
Winter Garden, Once town’s biggest 





club operator. 
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New Haven 


Harold M. Bone 


Eddie O’Shea’s band into Rock 
Garden, 

Palace bringing Three X Sisters, 
week of Aug. 11. 


Ann Izmailov quit theatrical sec- 
retarying for Paris jaunt. 

Conn. will have 32 fairs, starting 
Aug. 10 and ending Oct. 12. 

New code has WB adding 200 
to payroll throughout Conn, 

Katherine Brennan and the 
Arthur office have parted company. 

Beer gardens hereabouts using 
big-time air talent for Sat nite 
shows. 

Floyd Stuart, Bill Barry and Sal 
Spinelli holding dowa the usual 
corners. 

Marion Bergeron titled ‘Miss 
New Haven’ in Atlantic City beaut 
prelims. 

Dave Fitzgerald making plenty 
noise about his new dine-and- 
dance spot. 

M. p. op. local took theatrical 
page space to announce end of 
nabe strike. 

Patricia Ryan and Patricia Jean 
Cahill won MGM traveling studio 
contest at Palace. 

J. Edward Rogers directing 
Parish Players in new comedy, 
‘The Mrs. Thomas.’ 

Frank <Annone, Wilkes - Barre, 
Pa., arrested as wheel operator at 
Coleman Bros. Fair here. 

Louie Rapp and Andy Colavolpe 
—home-town boys—tip steins to- 
gether in Chi Fair meeting. 

When Gov. Cross returns from 
Cal. he’ll get plenty ribbing on that 
press photo pose with Jean Har- 
low. 

Suzanne Silvercruys goes to New 
Hampshire for lead in her own 
play, ‘There Is No Death,’ which 
opened here. 


Milwaukee 
By Frank Miller 


Milwaukee ball club now uses 
buses for traveling. 

Lillian ‘Anderson, World Fair 
queen, in ‘Sky High’ at the Al- 
hambra. 

No music at the Schroeder dur- 
ing August—unless there is a sud- 
den change of mind. 

Bill Pierce, manager at the 
Downer, became a husband last 
week. Carla Johnson. 

Dave Miller, conducting a talent 
quest for the Riverside, finding 
plenty of people with stage ambi- 
tions. 

Frances Jean Robertson, leading 
woman of the O’Shea Players at 
the Davidson, back in cast after a 
week’s illness. 

Dancing discontinued in Garfield 
and Mitchell parks. Too many 
taverns and beer gardens. with 
dancing floors the reason. 

Gloria Del Rae, Jack Moore and 
his band are features of the new 
flocr show policy at the Eagles 
Club. Three shows nightly. 

Because they think the toll on 
copyrighted music too high, the 
American Society for the Advance- 
rent of Public Music has been or- 
ganized here. 

Wisconsin state fair, which will 
be held here as usual, Aug. 27 to 
Sept. 1, has contracted for eight 
additional circus acts. Cervone and 
his band will also be a feature. 

Wisconsin Amusement corpora- 
tion, Fox subsidiary, has joined 
with Asher Levy in the operation 
of three Madison theatres — the 
Orpheum, Strand and Parkway. 
Other houses recently acquired by 
the corporation are the Fond du 
Lac, Fond du Lac, and Strand and 
Orpheum, Green Bay. Chain now 
has 26 houses, 














Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 





Bob Erwin to Detroit. 

Jack Bailey up from--Mobile for 
his vacation. 

Gloria Adams visiting from auto 
town, Detroit. 

John J. Sullivan was one of the 
first to sign the code. 

T. Jeff Bailey, the convention boy, 
is moving to Gadsden. 

Joe Giattina closed at Pensacola, 
Fla., Casino and back home. 

George Nealans had a narrow es- 
cape in an automobile accident. 

Sylvia Lipzitz went to the Fair 
and came back using adjectives. 

Bill Young likes that word 
‘Colonel,’ but is not from Kentucky. 

There'll be no ‘Back to Nature’ 
picture in the Ham, Crossed off 
the censor’s list for good. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Ambler 
heading for California for a few 
weeks’ rest in that Packard. 

Andy Smith is still bearing down 
on long winded advertisers who 
persist in cluttering up the air. 

Pearl McKinney left town with 
the Emmett C. Miller show for a 
tour of Mississippi and Florida. 

Everybody’s got a code, but the 
poor working newshounds who are 
expected to know all about the 
thing. 

“Ten Nights in a Bar Room’ 
clicked again on stage with aisles 
jammed. Few weeks ago picture 
flopped. 

Harry Brasfield had a few words 


with Jack Crawford at Gadsden and 
came on to town a few weeks ahead 
of time. 

Roy Bradley manager of Brom- 
bereg’s exchange at Charlotte was 
in town visiting George Goodale. 
Goodale welcomed him with signs 
and film cans along the street. 

Rollin K. Stonebrook kidded Noll 
McFarland about having her ap- 
pendix removed and losing so much 
weight. About three weeks later 
he was carried to the cutting room 
for the same idea. 


Omaha 


By Archie J. Baley 








Your correspondent spending one 
week of vacation oggling sights at 
Chicago Fair. 

Recent prominent visitors includ- 
ed Walt Disney, Mickey Mouse, and 
Elliot Roosevelt. 


‘Gold Diggers’ moved into World 
for its second week of showing here, 
and held up despite summer 
weather. 


George Monroe with his papa and 
mama in town scouring film row in 
search of product for fall showing 
in four Lincoln houses. 


Paul Spor again back master of 
cheery-moaning his ‘Little Gardens,’ 
outdoor spot, afier breaking in a 
walkathon at St. Joe the past two 
weeks. 

Local band led by Freddie Ebener 
and Web Feiermann took the stand 
at Krug Park, replacing College 
Club crew, which held out six 
weeks. 


Film row back to normal with 
United Artist sellers last to return 
from sales convention, and all com- 
panies bubbling over with fall prod- 
uct high pressure. 

Bert B. Perkins, Warner's exploi- 
tation supervisor from N. Y. office, 
in town seeing-over showings of 
‘Diggers.’ From here he beats it 
back to New York to get lined up 
on fall musicals. 

Eye treatments for movie mag- 
nates becoming the rage. Cal Bard 
claims to be restored to normal 
vision after two weeks of treatment. 
Lionel Wasson, World chief, gives 
his optics a semi-weekly strength- 
ening under doctor's care. 





Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





Nat Holt’s ma on from Frisco 
for indef visit. 

Marie Miller, Par’s hello gal, to 
New England for vacash. 

Lovey Sisters back to N. Y. after 
holiday with Mooney Bros. 

Bill Sachs deserted “Billboard” 
editorial room to become local brew 
agent. 

Ohio beer commissioners thumbed 
down proposal of 3.2 giveaway at 
theatres, 

Ed Booth, Metro mer., quit cig 
smoking to add weight and suc- 
ceeding in both. 

Coney track cut daily card from 
8 to 7 races after first week; purses 
are $600 per heat. 

Charlie Kohler’s T-piece click 
band is bulging biz for Old Vienna, 
ace downtown rathskeller. 

Morris Segal reported to be dick- 





ering for Ufa, 400-seat house, as 
first-run spot for Majestic. 

Bob Albright, ex-vaude and on 
sustaining programs at WLW, is 
promoter of walkathon at Hamil- 
ton, O., near Cincy. 

Flash trimmings of Joe Goetz’s 
new brown suit are being aped by 
loud dressers among the local film 
and theatre fraternity. 

Maurice White made mer. of 
Warner exchange, replacing Roy 
Haines, who was promoted to a 
higher post in the East for the 
same firm, 





Denver 





Wesley Trout was in town. 

Rick Ricketson returned from 
‘Chicago. 

Sam Dunevitz back on the job at 
Warners after a vacation. 

Ten years with Fox and nine 
years at the Isis—Mary Dobbs, or- 
ganist. 

Harry T. Nolan has moved his 
office across the street to @ ground 
floor at 822 21st street. 

The Westland Theatres corpora- 
tion accepted the blanket code 
pending adoption of a theatre code. 

A. M. Oberfelder is heading for 
New York the middle of the month. 
Will try and line up some shows for 
Denver this winter. 

Vie Schilling, orch director, mar- 
ries school-days sweetheart, Esther 
Anderson. Tried to keep it a se- 
cret, but got his license too near 
home. 

Chas. Gilmour has resigned as 
manager of the Warner Bros. ex- 
change. Succeeded by Earl Bell of 
New York, former rales manager 
of shorts. 





Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 





Taylor Myers, assistant manager 
of the Midland, looking over things 
at the World Wair. 

Landon Laird, columnist and 
dramatic editor for the Star is off 
on a two weeks’ vacation. 

Mainstreet’s opening date policy 
changes Aug. 11 from Saturday to 
Friday, to be in line with the Chi- 
cago houses. 

Jack Thoma, publicity hot shot 
for Columbia, here in the interest 
of ‘What Price Innocence,’ the pic- 
ture, not Jack’s.: 

Bernice Smith, Martha Duvall 

and Lora Bailey, the Musical 
Maids of WDAF, have signed for 
a season with the Weaver Brothers 
and Elvira. 
A loud speaker was installed on 
the Mainstreet stage so that every 
customer in .the big house could 
hear Tom Mix yarns, 


Westport 


By Humphrey Doulens 








Lillian Gish arrives at Norwalk. 
Arch Selwyns entertaining in a 
big way. 

Vivienne Osborne walks two miles 
every day. 

Regent at Norwalk folds after 
three weeks. 


Leo Marsh, vacationing, spends 
most of his time at the beach. 


Philip Dunning and Harry Archer 
have returned from Cape Cod 


Ruth Hammond goes to Cape Cod 
to play ‘The Late Christopher Bean.’ 


Vaudeville continuing one day a 
week at the Empress, South Nor- 
walk, 


John V. A. Weaver, head judge at 
Roton Point beauty show Sunday 
night. 

Dwight Wiman, Alla Nazimova, 
Guthrie McClintic and Hugh O’Con- 
nell recent visitors. 

Actors’ Dinner club benefit fea- 
tures Queenie Smith, Sidney Fox 
and Beverly Bayne. 

Artie Wright, assistant treasurer 
of Apollo theatre, on trip to Lake 
Placid with Joe Wright. 

Percy Stone, former ‘Herald Trib- 
une’ ship news reporter, has a com- 
mendable vegetable garden. 

Pat Powers and bride, formerly 
Pearl S. Lapey, returning from 
wedding trip to Chicago Fair. 

Tonio Selwart, who made such a 
success in the tryout of ‘The Pur- 
suit of Happiness’ staying on. 

Nancy Ryan and Cora Wither- 
spoon were house guests during 
their engagement of ‘Present Laugh- 
ter.’ 

Marion Talley, looking slim and 
chic, attracted much attention at 
Sokoloff symphony concerts last 
week. 

Jessie Busley leaves for London 
to appear in Charles Cochran’s 
musical production of ‘The Nymph 
Errant.’ 

Rex O’Malley and Gavin Muir will 
appear in Edwin Childs Carpenter's 
‘Rendezvous’ at Country Playhouse 


St. Paul 


By Walt Raschick 








Abe Sunberg okay again. 

Harold Kaplan mourning his 
grandad’s passing. 

H. E. Kelly in as manager of the 
Publix loop Cameo, 

Ed Corrigan assisting Manager 
Walt Van Camp at the Tower. 

Art Steagall back at the RKO 
with a toasted schnoz, Vacation- 
ing. 

Bob Rydeen back at the Garrick 
helm after a tough six weeks’ 
breakdown. 

Ralph Carson appointed chief of 
service at the RKO after five years 
of ushering. 

Dot McSherry in the burg for a 
week's homecoming from a job at 
the World’s Fair. 

Cliff Rust and the mussus will be 
calling each other ‘Pa’ and ‘Ma’ be- 
fore the month is out. 

Billy Mick skips out of the St. 
Paul Tower and into the head man’s 
job at the Minneapolis Palace. 

Kap back on the job at the Para- 
mount after a week’s vacash in the 
Pigeon River northwoods region. 

Herb Gahagen, formerly with local 
Paramount, lands managership of 
a Publix house in Aberdeen, S. D. 

Pat Henry again on the ad firing 
line for the ‘Dispatch’ after 10 days 
of getting suntanned without pay. 

George H. Bradley, for five years 
VARIETY correspondent and now 
Minnesota Tourist Director, making 
resort men publicity-wise via pep 
talks and rallies throughout the 
state. 

Plenty of local show folks flying 
to the Fair. Northwest Airways of- 





fering round trip with 10-day re- 
turn limit for $27.50, which is 20c. 





CHATTER 


cheaper than a one-way full fare on 
the railroads. 

‘When Ladies Meet’ opens at op- 
posish Paramount day and date 
with ‘Double Harness’ at the RKO, 
but is pulled a day early while 
‘Harness’ goes on for a two-week 
run with indications for equal 
grosses with ‘What Price In- 
nocence?’ which also did two weeks 
at the Orph. 


Queens 


By Henry Willson 





Joan March visiting in Forest 
Hills. 

Carol Stone, Fred Stone’s young- 
est, gets two movie offers. 

Bing Crosby and family plan to 
= to Forest Hills late in the 
‘all, 

Betty Mitchell Fowler going into 
the picture, ‘Take a Chance,’ at As- 
toria, 

Even U. S. Post Office in Kew 
Gardens closes at 1 p.m, Saturdays 
for lack of business. 

Lester McDonald lands in Cali- 
fc nia, going. directly into ‘June 
Moon’ at Santa Barbara Playhouse. 

Helen Wills Moody becomes privi- 
leged guest at Forest Hills Inn, be- 
ing permitted to keep her dogs 
there. 

Walter Hartwig to leave Oguni- 
quit Playhouse as soon as possible 
to resume his directorial activities 
at Fox. 

Ray Benson, formerly Ed Powers, 
the magician, sails to play Leicester 
Square theatre in London. He is 
son of Dora Ford of Four Dancing 


Fords, 
Baltimore 


Tommy Goldberg wearing out his 
tonsils talking NRA code to the 
local Allied exhibitors. 

Howard Burman making prog- 
ress on his beer garden vaude cir- 
cuit, which will take in the Mayfair 
Gardens here. 

His handling for the Pennsy R. R. 
tickets giveaway stage stunt estab- 
lishes Ted Routson as the best m.c. 
manager in town, 

Following his sensational click as 
an s.a. juvenile in the Pathe news- 
trailer clip, Izzy Rappaport is be- 
ing offered for vaude by Eddie 
Sherman and for pictures by Ferdie 


Lexington, Ky. 


By Charles G. Dickerson 














Fred Jackson, hoofer, back from 
New York. 

City manager has canned park 
band concerts, 

Charley Ellis, old-time ballplayer, 
died at Winchester, 

Billy Emmrick’s wrestling shows 
continue to get crowds. 

Kentucky closed for redecorating. 
Opening about Sept. 15. 

Roy Steadman, theatre orch 
leader, managing music store. 

A. P. Bryan, police reporter, in 
auto smash-up but still on the job. 

Ringling-Barnum Circus, Aug, 22. 
First visit of the big one to Lexing- 
ton since shows consolidated. 

Elmer Sulzer resigns as leader of 
Kentucky University band. Will 
give attention to publicity and radio 
programs. 

Charles Mayhugh, Miami, Fla., 
takes over management of Bourbon 
theatre at Paris, Ky. Mabel Pratt, 
former manager, comes to Lexing- 
ton to join staff of Phoenix Amuse- 
ment Co. 





Galveston 


By George A. See! 





Charley Boyd, former Sewanee 
football star, now managing Tokio 
dance hall, 


Sam Maceo angling for fite pro- 
moter license. Plans to bring the 
big boys here if he gets one. 


Henry Busee and orchestra at 
Hollywood with Maxine Tappan, 
Busse Trio, Buster Dees and Three 
Harmonettes. 

Galveston baseball fans see Texas 
league pennant possible for first 
time in quarter century; collecting 
ie fund to be divided among players 
i 





Phil Harris and his orchestra, 
with Leah Ray and Three Ambassa- 
dors vocalists, left for Pennsylvania 
Hotel, New York. Would have been 
good to fill out summer here. 

Jack Sharpe, Martini theatre or- 
ganist, caught by squall while on 
fishing trip in bay, and reported 
drowned, had coast guards and 
army airplanes loking for him. 
Spent night on island.’ Returning, 
met searchers, who asked him if he 
had seen a drowned man, ‘Yes; 
I'm him,’ said Sharpe. 


Spokane 


By Ray Budwin 





Fox and Orpheum thea 
withdrawn all ad copy rome Rn 
icle’ and ‘Spokesman-Review.’ Con- 
tract difficulties caused the Switch 
to radio and billboard. 


Beer parlor licenses for the sec< 
ond quarter, as of July 1, have 
passed the number set for the re« 
turn of suds in city and county 
Total runs slightly over 300, more 
than ever was licensed in pre-pro- 
hibition days. 
— hotel spots, are a minus quan. 
tity. 

Inland Empire dance hall mana- 
gers have dropped the nickle dance, 
About 20 owners of resorts and ball. 
rooms met here this week to formu. 
late plans for a tariff schedule, 
which sets a minimum at 15 cents 


for women and 25 cents for men,” 


daily. Week-end scale will begin 
at 40 cents. 


Louis Vogel, owner and operator 
of Natatorium park, has asked city 
council to regulate dance hall com- 
petition in the city limits. Vogel 
claims some ballroom proprietors 
are canvassing schools and hand- 
ing out free passes as a boost to 
biz. Council refused to act other 
than on a moralty basis. 


Fort Wayne 


By Robert Baral 








Beer down to 10 cents a bottle. 


A. C. Kalberer here from San 
Diego. 


Ring Lardner a visitor enroute to. 


the Coast. 


General Electric rehiring many ° 


old employes. 


Clyde Quimby talking over old 


show boat days. 

Harvey Cocks frequent visitor 
from Steubenville. 

Dan Gemmer doing sports again 
at ‘News-Sentinel.’ 

Violet Reinwald attending dance 
convention in east. 

Bessie Roberts working on her 
second syndicate series. 

Jane Ruby, RKO Personality win- 
ner, teaching classes here. 

W. C. Clapham east to Join N. Y¥. 
‘Times.’ Just out of Harvard, 


Portland, Ore. 


By James T. Wyatt 








J. J. Parker first to hang out the 


Blue Eagle. 


‘Happy’ Simpson’ booking his 
radio vaude show into the sticks. 

Three hotels figuring on orches- 
tras for nite clubs when repeal 
comes, 

Bill McCurdy booking colored 
revue, ‘Change Your Luck,’ for the 
Playhouse. 

J. J. Parker says the NRA won't 
object to raised admish prices, and 
plans to up the ducat quotations 
any day. Last to drop and first to 
boost. 

Dr. M. K. Anglesaria, Hindu mys- 
tic, monologist at the Taylor Street 
house with pic ‘India Speaks.’ Doc 
said the pic misrepresents, hum- 
bugs and distorts Indian facts. 


Atlanta 


By Ernie Rogers 








Billy Beard back in town. 

Bob Hess engaged as organist at 
Paramount. 

Corn likker boys bewail lack of 
authority in 3.2. 

‘Gold Diggers’ best money film 
to play here this summer. 


George B. Adair succeeds Loren — 


Watson as manager of WGST. 


Eddie Melniker succeeds Eddie — 


Gilmore as manager of Loew's 
Grand. 

WSB readying new 50,000-watt | 
transmitter, 
Labor Day. 

Arthur Lucas, Georgia theatre 


man, named to Public Works Ad- 


visory Board. 





Rochester 


By Don Record 





Frank Thompson joins ‘Journal’ 
rewrite staff. 

Loew’s Rochester clicking with 
Saturday morning shows for kids. 

L. B. Blanchard named director 
of news pictures for Gannett pa- 
pers. 

Director Robert Stevens of the 
Community Players vacationing 1 
Belgium. ; 

Florence Shirley hopes to bring 
own stag¢k company to the Lyceum 
next summer. ' P 

Eddie Miller of the Hickville 
Follies now m.c. with Ambassadors 
band at The Gables. y t 

Charles Martin, former assist 
film critic of ‘Democrat & Chron 
cle, weds Edith Johnson, radio 
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JAMES FLAMONT 

James Flamont, 62, who. univers- 
ally was known as Jimmy, died in 
Phoebus, Va. July 22, where he 
made his home on retirement from 
show business in 1928. 

For many years he was musical 
director for touring companies, 


chiefly in the west and on the Coast. ° 


He was manager of the Op:>ra house, 
Erie, Pa., in 1906, and totred with 
‘Missouri Girl’ the following year. 
From then until his retirement he 
was chiefly connected with outdoor 
shows. Since settling down he had 
conducted a confectionery in Phoe- 
bus.. In accordance with his wishes, 





Death came as the aftermath of a 
paralytic stroke. He formerly was 
editor of the Bridgeport, Conn., 
Herald. 

His widow, Mrs. Margaret Judge, 
and a son survive in addition to 
Miss Judge. 





PHILIP J. MADRUGA 
Philip J. Madruga, 20, musician 
of Santa Maria, Calif., died at his 
home July 31 as a result of injuries 

received in an auto accident, 


LEO SUENNEN 
Leo Suennen, violinist and former 
orchestra leader at the Capitol, San 


Mortis 





his remains were brought to New 

York and buried in the family plot 

in Woodlawn, following cremation. 
He had no surviving relatives. 





EMMA SCHUBACH 

Mrs. Emma Schubach, 76, former 
internationally known aerialist, died 
in Spokane, at the Deaconess hos- 
pital after a lingering heart ailment. 

Mrs. Schubach as a girl, toured 
this country and Mexico as one of 
the famed Miranda Sisters, aerial 
team. She introduced many trapeze 
features for women. 

She was born October 16, 1856, in 
New York City. As a girl, she. be- 
gan her acrobatic career and played 
throughout the east and west both 
as a stage and circus attraction. 
In 1905 she retired from the theatre 
and settled in Spokane with her 
husband, Frank Schubach, a former 
stock actor. ' 





HARRY D. WILSON 

Harry D. Wilson, well-known west 
coast musician, died at the home 
of his brother, Kaleva, Mich., Juiy 
19, of heart trouble. He had been 
organist at a number of. Publix 
theatres and later at Fox-—West 
Coast houses, his last engagement 
being at Redlands in the Fox house 


In Loving Memory of My Husband 


JEAN ACME LeROY 


Died August 9, 1932 


Seba LeRoy 





there. He- removed to Michigan in 
the hope of benefiting his health, 
but was unable to recuperate. 

Survived by the brother, Frank 
H. Wilson, his father and his widow, 
the latter the former Lucille Phelps, 
stock actress. 





LOUIS EVAN SHIPMAN 

Louis Evan Shipman, died in 
Boury-en-Vexin, France, Aug. 2 on 
his 69th birthday. Cancer was the 
cause of his death. 

He was the author of many 
American stage plays’ including 
‘The Crisis’. and ‘D’Arcy of the 
Guards.’ His last play ‘Poor Rich- 
ard’ was done in 1924, being more 
successful in Paris than here. He 
went abroad to stage the play in 
1925 and remained in France. 

His second wife was the former 
Lucille Watson, actress. He is also 
survived by a son and two daught- 
ers by his first marriage. 





PIERRE MARIO 

Pierre Mario, 33, of the Italian 
Art theatre, died at the Parkway 
hospital, New York, July 31, after 
4n illness of six weeks. 

He came to this country from 
Monaco about six years ago, be- 
ginning as a dancer in an operatic 
company but soon turning to dialog. 
He was the diplomat in ‘Three 
Times the Hour’ and had played in 


English in many other Broadway 
Successes, 





; STUART LITHGOW 

Stuart Lithgow, veteran press 
agent and stage manager, died at 
the Medical Arts Sanitarium, New 
York, Aug. 1, after an illness of 
Several weeks. 

He had managed Ruth Draper and 
had taken out companies for Henry 
Miller, W. A. Brady and others. 

Survived by his wife. 





JOHN A, JUDGE 
John A. Judge, 65, father of Ar- 
line Judge, actress and wife of Di- 
rector Wesley Ruggles. died at his 
home in Beverly Hills, July 31. 


Francisco, was killed accidentally 
Wednesday (2) while deer hunting 
in. Lake county. He was out with 
friends, when a hunter mistoek him 
for a deer and shot him. He died 
shortly afterward. 

Survived by his widow and three 
children, 





ADAM GEIBEL 

Adam Geibel, 77, died in his Phila- 
delphia home Aug. 3, a victim of the 
heat wave. He had been in poor 
health the past four years. Blinded 
when only nine days old, he applied 
himself to music, writing chiefly 
church hymns, but he also wrote 
‘Kentucky Babe,’ and other popular 
songs. 





FRED SHRIVER 

Fred Shriver, veteran radio mu- 
sician at WSM, Nashville, Tenn., 
died last week after a month’s ill- 
ness. Blind from infancy he was 
well educated at the Tennessee 
School for Blind where he studied 
music. 





A. R. PETERSEN 

Andrew R. Petersen, 43, tele- 
grapher and radio announcer for 
WoOC, Davenport, Ia., died at his 
home there (4) following a month’s 
illness. 

Widow, 
survive. 


Actors’ Contract 


Members of the new burlesque 
actors’ association, recently formed 
to bring about reforms in condi- 
tions in their field, were to have 
submitted their own idea of a play- 
ers contract to the Empire wheel 
and other New York burlesque man- 
agers last week, but reported they 
weren’t ready. 

Contract will provide for shorter 
hours and a minimum salary,-from 
accounts. Empire wheel, which 
originally okayed the association. 
recently withdrew its approval 
pending sybmission of the contract. 

Association has about 100 actor- 
members. 


four sons and mothér 











CIRCUSES 


(For current week—Week Aug. 7) 


Al G. Barnes 


Aug. 8, Boonville, Mo.; 9, Marshall, Mo.; 
10, Lexington, Mo.; 11, Sedalia, Mo.; 12, Ft. 
Scott, Kans. 


Hagenbeck- Wallace 


Aug. 7, Norfolk; 8, Petersburg; 9, Lynch- 
burg; 10, Roanoke; 11, Staunton; 12, Mar- 
tinsburg; 14. Pittsburgh. 

Ringling Bros.-B. & B. 

Aug. 5-13, (Grant Park), Chicago. 


CARNIVALS 


(For current week—Week Aug. 7) 


Alamo Expo.: Pueblo. 

Bach, O, J.: Canton 

Beckman & Gerety: Burlington. 
Bernard Expo.: Washington 
Castle, Hirsch & Erlich: Saskatoon. 
Conklin’s All Can.: Fort Frances. 
Curl, W. S8S.: Dayton, 

Gulf Coast: Benton. 

Hoffner Am. Co.: Geneseo. 

Isler Greater: Shenandoah, 

Kaus United: Amsterdam. 

Krause Greater: Russell Springs 
Landes. J. L.: (Fair) Burwell. 
Lang. Dee: Higginsville. 











Leggette, C. R.: Cassville. 

Monarch Expo.: W. Hampton Beach 
Princess Olga: Albion. 

Scott. Geo. W.: Salmon, Wash. 
Sol’s Liberty: Freeport. 

Southern Tier: Lancaster. 


Sunset Amer.: Griggsville 
United Expo.: Rochester. 
Valley: Hico. 

Wade, R. H.: Byesville 
Weer. J. C.: Muncie, Ind 
West, W. E.: Jewell. 


TOUGH ON TENTS 





Baltimore Citizens Object to Circus 
On City Lot 





Baltimore, Aug. 7. 


Sentiment locally is building 
against the use of the public parks 
by the circuses, stirred up by the 
renting of space in Clifton Park for 
two days to the Hagenbeck- Wallace 
show last week. Clifton Park Im- 
provement Association is now round - 
ing up for a concerted protest 
against further use of the public 
park for circuses. 


Hagenbeck-Wallace outfit was 
the first circus to play in the public 
park, but it’s understood that the 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum and Bailey 
top is planning to show in the Park 
next year. 


City leased the grounds to_ the 
circus for two days at $400 per day 
besides the $100 daily show license 
It’s the contention of the Associa- 
tion that it will cost the town more 
than that much money to restore 
the park property to its original 
condition. 





KEARNEY, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 


In the heart of the old Barbary 
Coast, and directly across the street 
from the police department, is this 
300 seater, with a show that is at 
the same time so warm and so poor 
it ought to make some of the old 
Coasters jump in their graves. 


It’s a 20c joint, patronized al- 
most exclusively by Chinese, Fili- 
pinos and fleas. Occasionally, a 
class white customer comes in, but 
it’s not for long. Even a ‘VARIETY’ 
mugg couldn't take it for more than 
20 minutes. 


One stumbles down the dark and 
narrow middle-aisle, tramps over 
the knees of odd, assorted human- 
ity of various sizes and odors. The 
picture (it was ‘Hell’s Highway’) 
flashes off the screen as the packed 
house applauds. 


Somewhere in the chasm called 
an orchestra pit, a misinformed 
piano is being whipped. A curtain 
parts, revealing a backdrop of un- 
certain age daintily decorated with 
California poppies (2), holes (1), 
and fly specks (7). Six gals, vary- 
ing from 5-2 to 6, and from 80 to 
150 pounds, stumble onto the stage, 
in the big opening production num- 
ber, something about ‘mammy’ and 
‘down south’ and stuff. 


Two comedians and a straight 
man alternate with the girls in 
gags and blackouts, the more aw- 
ful the better received. 

But what the customers really 
go for are the strip numbers, one 
of which got 12 encoures, and drew 
sheers, Whistles and stomps from 

e exuberant ticket buyers. Gal 
did an indigo cooch and grind, end- 
ing with no brassiere—nothing but 
a pair of slippers and something 
resembling a dollar fastened to a 
thin strap. Line gals double as 
singers, specialty hoofers, etc. 


Empire Wheel Stars with 10 Wks. 








ENOUGH FOR CAKES 


Co-op Stock Keeps Open All Sum- 
mer, First Time in Columbus 





Columbus, Aug. 7. 
For the first time in the long the- 
atrical history of this city a bur- 
lesque house has remained open 


throughout the year. Even the late 
extreme heat didn’t close the new 
Lyceum for even a day, and every 
actor, musician and what-not has 
been paid off every week. 

House is run co-op from start to 
finish, but everyone is making 
enough for coffee and cakes. . Will 
continue same policy through fall 
and winter. 


The Minskys’ Scrap 


Latest family feud in the old 
southern house of Minsky is no gag. 
Abe Minsky’s biz split from his 
brothers and Joe Weinstock is now 
set. 

When Abe opens the Gotham on 
125th street, New York, in Septem- 
ber with Empire burlesque wheel 
shows, he will be in opposish to the 
rest of his family’s Apollo stock on 
the same street. 


Nickel on Own 

Hon Nickel and Izzy Herk were 
on the verge of making up a couple 
of weeks ago, but the relations are 
strained again. Instead of joining 
the Empire wheel, Nickel has de- 
cided to go it alone in stock again 
this season at his Gaiety, Balti- 
more. 

The Nickel-Herz split commenced 
last year when Nickel went into 
stock and Empire booked the wheel 
shows into an opposition Balto 
house. 














$1,550 Guarantees—12 Principals and 18 
Chorus Girls 


— 


empire wheel opens the new sea- 
son on or about Sept. 15 with a 10- 
week route, all along the Atlantic 
coast. Four of the weeks will be in 
New York City. 

Budgets will be set at $1,550 per 
show (in money), with casts to com- 
prise 12 principals and 18 chorus 
girls. Last year Empire started with 
9 principal-16 girl troupes on the 
same budget. 

Towns are New York (Central and 
Gotham, Mahattan, and Star and 
Gaiety, Brooklyn), Washington, 
Philadelphia, Providence, Worcester, 
Boston and Newark. Confining the 
route to a small section of the east 
will permit bus transportation on all 
jumps. 

Instead of franchising producers 
as formerly, Empire this time will 
do its own staging, putting on three 
or four producers. Under the fran- 
chise system in the past the produc- 
er usually took his share on the 
first money. The short bankrolis 
now prevailing necessitate every- 
thing being tossed into the show, 
else there wouldn't be a show. 

About -half the 10 wheel houses 
will do two-a-day, the rest operat- 
ing on a.grind. Highest top any- 
where will be $1, with 75c. about 
average. 

I. H. Herk’s intentions of splitting 
the wheel into two or three sec- 
tions, with graded shows for the- 
atres unable to carry the $1,500 
guarantees, were dropped when the 
houses reported they’d all like to 
try the $1,500 troupes at the start 
and see what happens. 


CLEANS THE AIR 


Jamaica, L. L, Aug. 7. 

Long Island Park Commish, un- 
der whose control are many natural 
parks and  beaches—like Jones 
Beach—has never permitted any 
ads of any sort to be placed in their 
parks or beaches. It now has gone 
after the plane ad companies. They 








ANOTHER CARKNEY BOOST 


Denver, Aug. 7. 

Because of charges that carnivals 
had permitted gambling during 
their stay here, Manager of Safety 
Carl S. Millikin has asked the city 
attorney to draw up an ordinance 
making the license fee so high that 
carnivals will be forced to pass up 
the town. 





Zeisel Follows James 
Jimmy James is out as manager 
of the Irving Place, New York, 
after a year at the house. 
Dick Zeisel goes ‘in. 








Great Day for Baraboo 





Circus Fans and Ringling Circus Meet There 
for One Day 





Milwaukee, Aug. 7. 


Sedate little Baraboo, not so far 
from Milwaukee, ordinarily boasts a 
population of about 5,000 but last 
Thursday (3) found more than three 
times that number packed into the 
big tent of the Ringling-Barnum 
circus, packed sc tight that it was 
impossible to have any races. A 
wonderful audience, if ever there 
was one, noisy and happy and hun- 
gry. And every act was a wow. 

The cause for the sudden rise in 
Baraboo’s population came as a re- 
sult of several factors. It was the 
last of a three-day session of the 
Circus Fans association. It was the 
50th anniversary of the Ringling 
show. It was the town where the 
show used to spend its winters. 
General homecoming for all of Bara- 
boo’s boys and girls. 

Members of the Circus Fans asso- 
ciation were privileged characters 
who roamed all over the lot—after 
meeting the show at the tracks and 
coming up with the wagons. In 
company with Covernor Schmede- 
man and several other celebrities 
they had their dinners in the mess 
tent with the performers and were 
permitted to be on the back of the 


renew acquantance with the old 
winter quarters of the show. And 
they registered solid contentment 
with the place. 

After the evening show, the circus 
fans took charge of things and per- 
formers joined them in an old-fash- 
ioned jamboree in the old ring barn. 
The party lasted until it was time 
for the jump to Rockford. The cir- 
cus enthusiasts followed all the way 
down to the tracks to wave a last 
farewell to their idols. 

3araboo is slowly getting back to 
normal, 








Park Fatality 
Altoona, Aug. 7. 

In the first amusement park fa- 
tality to occur in many years lo- 
cally, Mrs. Hannah Henney, aged 
54, of the city, was killed last week 
at Bland park when thrown from 
a whip ride. 
A niece who was riding with her 
suffered a severe laceration of the 
face when the heel of the woman’s 
shoe struck her. 


have agreed not to fly any ad plane, 
blimp or auto-gyro in or near the 
Commish’s charges. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 














Abbey Miss 
Allen Betty Hill Joe 
Hope Lucille 
Carnetzer Bill 
Carrol Harry Mayhew Stella 
McCormack Gladys 
Fox Oscar 


Fuller Benjamin Young Lily 














WANTED 
IMMEDIATELY 


SECOND-HAND CANVAS 
ROOF TO COVER GRAND- 
STAND — ALSO CANVAS 
ROOF FOR HORSE TENT 
approximately 25 feet by 
50 feet—and bleacher seats 
with foot rests—must ac- 
commodate 250 people. 


Communicate with M.V. LOMAX, 
Circle 7-6000, New York City 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St.. New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautiful 
CARDS and FOLDERS. Boxed, Post- 
paid, for 


One Dollar 














BOOKLET ON NOW 
*TO MAKE UP: ; 























lot while the show was on. The} 
fans had come from all parts of the 
United States for their treat and 
were truly repaid for their trouble. 
Four of the elephants ambled 








Williams Midway Attr.: Hersey, Wis. 
World of Mirth: Cortland, 


away from the rest of the herd to 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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VARIETY Tuesday, August 8, 1933 
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Nothing Like It Since The Advent : 
Of Talking Pictures! 


7 REEL VERSION 
“TARZAN THE FEARLESS” 


FOLLOWED BY 8 TWO-REEL EPISODES 
ASSURES 9 WEEKS OF RECORD-WRECKING BUSINESS. 
ACCLAIMED BY LEADING SHOWMEN. 
PREVIEW AT VENTURA, CAL., BROKE ALL 

HOUSE RECORDS SINCE 1929. 
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